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Glossary of Terms

The following medical and engineering terms are described with particular reference to the 

femur and hip replacements.

Distal The part o f the femur that is furthest from the body.

Proximal The part o f the femur that is closest to the body.

Medial The central region o f the femur.

Lateral Parts o f the femur that are furthest from the median plane - i.e. situated

at the side o f the organ.

Anterior The front (ventral) portion o f the femur.

Posterior The back of the femur.

LVDT Linear variable differential transformer; used to measure relative

movement between two bodies. Consists o f three coils, one for energisation, 

and two which pick up the change in induced current generated by a 

movable nickel core.

Migration Permanent non-recoverable translation or rotation o f a prosthesis

relative to a femur in any direction.

Subsidence Permanent non-recoverable translation o f the prosthesis in the distal 

direction.

Inducible displacement The amplitude of prosthesis translation or rotation in a 

particular direction.
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