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APPENDIX D-A i

CHRONOLOGICAL DIARY EXTRACTS: COURSE A STAGE I (8 SEPTEMBER - 10 OCTOBER)

NOTES

All text within double inverted commas, except text within square brackets, is direct transcription from the
original sources. Suspension points indicate gaps in the transcription. Double inverted commas in the
originals have been replaced by single, and original suspension points have been replaced by line-dashes;
paragraphing is not normally observed, but where necessary to the meaning is indicated by indentation or by
the symbol °//’; no other changes have been made to punctuation. Personal names have been coded within
square brackets. Similarly, square brackets enclose research addenda: notes, comments, clarifications, or
insertions. CR or [CR] refers to the co-ordinator, whose entries, compiled from diaries, tapes, notes,
recollection, etc., are within angle brackets.

Comments on the co-ordinator reveal the egalitarian ethos of the classroom environment and the nature of the
relationship between researcher and participants, and help to confirm the frankness of other diary entries.

Much inconsequential matter has been omitted but much has been transcribed, sometimes to exemplify the
level of English of the writer (a factor in the student’s attitudes, needs and perceptions in comparison with the
others in the class), sometimes to avoid too-frequent suspension points, sometimes to illustrate relationships,
but usually to give the precise context of research-relevant extracts.

The extracts for this stage are all chronologically ordered.




12 Sep A.l

A4/12 Sep/A.I: “I’'m used to have a teacher like you and you are one of the best. I like your method to teach
the people but I don’t like the breaks at 10 and 12 o’clock very much. It’s a pity that you very often
have to go away during the lessons. The books we used this week were very helpfull to remember
what | learnt specially the prepositions. I like the books and every foreign student needs the
language laboratory. I really learnt something for example to say ‘u’ instead of ‘w’ like the Germans
for w, the rhythm of the words and lots more. I think it was a good start.”

15 Sep A.l

AS5/15 Sep/A.1: “I also had classes in the afternoon, and in the evening I went to the cinema.”

A9/15 Sep/A.I: “This has been my first day in [the institution] in a special class which prepares the First
Certificate examination of Cambridge. I was in [the institution] before so I know the ropes.... We are
only five in class at the moment and my first impression is good. I felt a little lazy because of the
holidays and that I had to get up very early.... I’ve found the class a little slow but I’ll wait. I think
so maybe because I’ve been in higher levels before and it’s the first day. I’ve found the teacher very
nice and funny and I think that’s very important in a class as well.... I’ve spent my evening typing a
letter to reply an advertisement for a job that I’d love to do. I’'m trying to find something to occupy
my time from 1 p.m. to at least 6 p.m. because I don’t know what to do in that time, and also
because | wanna get some money as I’m going to stay in Ireland for a year and I want to pay my
own things.... I’'m organicing this year in Ireland although it’s my third summer here, and it gives me
more experience in life.”

A11/15 Sep/A.1: “I have only been in the class for one day.”

16 Sep A.l

CR/16 Sep/A.I: <Lethargic group - no relationships yet.>

A4/16 Sep/A.l: “We started with our books. At the moment they are very easy. But it’s not bad to repeat all
these things. We also repeated the different tenses in perfect. I know nearly everything about it, but
I’m never sure when I use it. It’s awful.”

A9/16 Sep/A.1: “We’ve done a lot of grammar and exercise with some conversation in the class. I was a little
tired as it is hard to get up early in the morning.... I’ve killed the time from 1 pm to 6 (dinner time)
looking at the shops although I was tired. In every shop I went in I spoke to every shop assistant, so
I enjoyed knowing different people by my own. I had dinner at home and because | was so tired I
laid on the bed and I fell asleep. I got up 2 hours later to have something to eat and to talk a bit with
the family. Then I took a shower and I went to bed.... and [ have a cold.”

A11/16 Sep/A.I: “This morning I found the class better than yesterday. We began to speak in a group and we
had some grammar. After grammar I would like to practise it. Sometimes my teacher speaks too fast
quickly and he doesn’t pronounce clearly the words.... Then I went jogging for half an hour .... |
spent a hour during my homework (letter) and half an hour to look for new words about describing
people in the [coursebook]. At the end I was exostic [= exhausted].”

17 Sep A.l

CR/17 Sep/A.l: <Differences in levels becoming apparent.>

A2/17 Sep/A.I: “This morning we were starting with a lot of grammar, all this was for me, more or less, new.
The ‘transformations’ we have done in groubs [= groups]. I like to work in groups. For me it’s a
change to work in groups.”

A4/17 Sep/A.1: “We did lots of exercises: present perfect and past tenses, using ever, never, for, since and
ago; nouns derived from verbs; root words give rise to a number of different words; present simple
and present continuous tenses; future and continuous forms. I don’t say it’s useless, but it was very,
very easy. The language laboratory also was easy.... I'll probably read something and watch
television. I also have to write a letter in English.”

A9/17 Sep/A.l: “I got up at eight and because I felt yesterday tired I was sick with stomachache and
headache.... We’ve done a lot of grammar and the class has been funny. I like the class very much
and because we’re so few.... I went home and I went to bed because I was a bit tired.”



A11/17 Sep/A.I: ““I found the exercises (at page 19-57-58-59) were very usefully, but I think that [ need to do
more, so that I can remember them when I’m talking. I don’t think we spend enough time to listen

to the tapes. I would like that my exercises have give back to me so that I could see where I'm
making my mistakes. I would prefer to speak in a group and listen to the other people talking and
practise my conversation.”

18 Sep A.l

A2/18 Sep/A.l: “At nine o’clock we began with the homework correction. It was a good idea to copy the
letteres.... A half hour we spent in laboratory. I don’t like laboratory, but I think it’s necessary.”

A4/18 Sep/A.l: “We discussed the letters we wrote a few days ago. It was very interesting to see what
problems the other students had. We controlled [= checked] our homework. We also went to the
language laboratory. The exercises were very, very easy, sometimes too easy. We read a text ... and
for homework we have to write a text about one of three persons .... I only watch television this
evening and knitt at the same time.”

A9/18 Sep/A.I: “I’ve been late today in the class like other times .... It has been a very hard and concentrated
class because [CR] was explaining each verb separately. What I like of the teacher is that he
explains in a way that everyone is paying attention so well that no one can be disconcentrated. I
mean with is that he gets all our attention in his explanations and I can understand him very well....
At 5.30 I met the Irish boy I’'m going out with in Trinity. I was a little deppressed today and | don’t
know why.... and I was alone for some time because my [host] family was out. So I decided to do
my homework and watch T.V. I’ve seen two American serials and then I had a little chat with the
eldest girl of the house ... and I came to bed.”

Al11/18 Sep/A.l1: “Afterwards I went to Blackrock to do some shopping .... [The host-family daughter’s]
friends arrived and we spent the night laughing and talking. I hadn’t time to do my homework.”

19 Sep A.l

CR/19 Sep/A.l: <... they all seem to lack imagination or initiative.... Told them so and went round
individually .... Told them I expected same frankness from them towards me. Said the class
depressed me.>

A2/19 Sep/A.1: “We should [= had to; tried to] plan the lessons for the next week. It wasn’t simple to find a
solution then the ‘know-how’ in our class is too different. Some students they have heard a lot of
this grammar bevor in the school at home. For these students it’s very boring to hear the same again.
But for me is more or less every ‘Unit’ in this book important. The second was exercises about
present perfect. It was good to deepen this lesson. The provecency [= proficiency] level work was
too difficult for me at present, but it is not bath [= bad] to do this kind of exercise.”

A4/19 Sep/A.1: “First we tryed to discuss the lessons for next week. It was very difficult because everybody
has his own opinion. I liked the exercises from the proficiency book very much. After lunch we
visited the Wax-Museum. Of course you can’t compare it with the museum in London. In the
evening we went to a singing pub.”

AS5/19 Sep/A.1: “Today we’ve tried to plan the programm for the next week, while the teacher wasn’t in class,
but it was difficult, too many different opinions. At the end we decided — as advised [CR] — to do
grammar, grammar and grammar, because it’s the most important thing, and later, we would have
conversations — as [A11] would like to. So we’re going to concentrate on the books. For me it’s
O.K., because I have enough conversation and vocabulary in the afternoon classes, but the others
want more vocabulary. After that we corrected our bussiness letters, and learnt how to write them.
We also went to the language laboratory, worked with Present and Past perfect tenses, and learnt
frasel verbs. In the evening, I’ve been watching T.V. for about 1h, and read a little (I bought a book
in English this afternoon; the Agatha Christie’s autobiography, it’s very interesting).”

A9/19 Sep/A.l: “Today in class we had to prepare next lesson’s week and I have been elected to be the
coordinator.... [CR] said he found the last [= class] a bit depressing and he said to every one what he
thought of us at that moment. He said to me I was shy but I answered him that I was not. It’s just
because these are the first days and new things and people and at the beginning I am a little shy.
Saying these things was a very good idea to have confidence in class.... After finished the class 1
went with [fellow students] ....We didn’t know what to do so we went to another pub until dinner
time .... I arrived at 8.00 with an Irish boy. We were in Mac’s and [ met a lot of people there. I was



very happy and I don’t know why. Then we changed our mind and went [where] a group of music
was playing on. [ came home very late by taxi ....”

A11/19 Sep/A.1: “In class we spent the time talking about our course. We discussed how we could change our
programme a little to make it a little bit interesting. On Monday we’ll probably put our idea to use it.
In the afternoon we were shopping in town and I was in a good mood because the week at school
was finished and I could planet for the weekend.”

22 Sep A.l

CR/22 Sep/A.1: <5 ‘new’ students - majority Swiss. Not very lively.>

A1/22 Sep/A.l: “The teacher and the other students are nice.... After school I met my cousin in Abbey Mall
and we were chatting for about 2 hours.”

A2/22 Sep/A.l: “It is good to hear the dialogues.... We have to work in pairs .... I like to work in pairs with
different peoples, so it’s possible to get know the new students.”

A3/22 Sep/A.l: “Today was my first day .... For improving my English I’ll join the Judo Club at Trinity
College. I’'ll meet some Irish students and also learn some more in my favourit sport. I'm looking
forward to my stay here in Dublin and I’'m sure that I’ll learn a lot.”

A4/22 Sep/A.1: “This morning we got five (!) new students. Now we are seven (!!!) Swiss people. I was a bit
disappointed because everybody I asked in Switzerland told me that we would only have two or
three Swiss. Well, I have to accept it. I think ten students are quite enough for our class. I would
prefer to have only seven or eight people.... In the afternoon we visited the Guiness brewery and in
the evening we went to a pub.”

A5/22 Sep/A.l: “... we read many dialogues, and then listened them in a tape, in class (we didn’t go to the
language laboratory today). We tried to memorize details in the dialogue, to answer the questions of
[CR]. It was easy with the dialogues we had already done, but not so much with the news. We must
listen many dialogues, swiftly spoken, in order on understand them in the examination.”

A6/22 Sep/A.l: “Today was my first day here at school. So at the beginning it was difficult to following the
class. I don’t find it very good if the half of a class is ‘old” while the other is ‘new’. I think it would
be better if all students of a class could start together. In the afternoon I was in a class .... In the
evening | have read a little bit in the newspaper and watched TV at home. About progress is nothing
to say yet, but I hope in some days —?”

A8/22 Sep/A.l: “Today ... is my first complete day in Dublin.... and then I started the classes. I felt wishes (a
lot of its!) to cry. I didn’t understand anything. All the time I wanted to return at my irish-home
because I needed to talk by phone with my father. It was a very special moment and | felt that I
hadn’t be alone. My irish-family is very good with me but children (except the daughter) don’t talk
with me.... I hope to be better days because now I'm very sad. I see myself stupid, and a complete
unfit because I don’t know nor understand english. When I was in Spain I thought that I knew
english, but here — I think I don’t know english.”

A9/22 Sep/A.lL: “I got up today in a very laziness way .... Today more students have come to the class, mostly
swiss people. We are now about ten people. This means that the class, like today, will go more
slowly and I hope the level will not low [= drop] because of the people.... I was very tired ... so I
went to bed and 1 fell asleep! It was 7.00 pm! [ woke up at 11.30 and came down to have a cup of
tea.”

A10/22 Sep/A.1: “Today was my first day at this course. On the whole I am quite satisfied. I hope that I will
understand my teacher in a few days — he speaks very fast.”

A11/22 Sep/A.1: “This morning five new people came into our class.... They are very nice. The grammar we
did this morning was very useful for me.... After that we listen to the tapes and some dialogue. I
found them very difficult, because I couldn’t understand the conversations very well. The people
spoke too fast. Id like to practise them more than 5 or 10 minutes.”

23 Sep A.l

CR/23 Sep/A.l: <Some evidence of disquiet at numbers and different levels i.e. too slow for some, too much
grammar, not enough grammar etc.>

A1/23 Sep/A.I: “First we had to make a quiz. We were allowed to ask people on the road for help. [A5] and
went into a cafe-bar .... Then we had to plan our holidays.... We had to fill into a text the right
pronouns etc.”



A2/23 Sep/A.1: “We started with ‘Wotizit Quiz’. We have found out answers about joke sentences. We asked
the peoples in a coffee bar, but only one of them could help us. We was choosing our dream holidays
for two persons. Sometimes were the dreams very different, but at the end we were agree.... | look
forward to go for pint with my friends. Near from here we have a very nice pup [= pub].”

A3/23 Sep/A.l: “Today was quite funny at school. We had to correct a quiz .... [CR] ... sent us out of the class
and always two students together had to ask people on the street.... The time flew quickly .... I was
looking for an interesting book.... I’ll probably start the book tonight.”

A4/23 Sep/A.l: “After that we did some exercises about holiday. I enjoyed it very much.... This afternoon I
noticed that I do the homework with music again. I tryed it without, but it’s too boring.... Tonight
I’'m going to watch TV and knit in front of the screen. It would also be waste of time only to sit
there and do nothing.”

AS5/23 Sep/A.1: “We began working with a Quiz, today, in pairs.... we asked people .... asked the others for
the remaining unanswered questions .... We read a text ... and we also learnt how to use ... and made
exercises ....But we made another exercise .... We read advertissements for holidays, and we made
up (still in pairs) our own holiday.... In the afternoon, I went to the afternoon classes, as usual, and in
home I did my homework.”

A6/23 Sep/A.l: “Today I felt me better at school than yesterday, because yesterday all was new. But now I
know the people a little bit and I’m now a bit acquainted with the methods. I also think that it goes
better with my English and I have less pain to express me.”

A8/23 Sep/A.1: “The day was better than yesterday. At the lunch break I was talking a long time with a swiss
girl called [A6]. I think she is very funny.... I think now I have more trust with my irish family and
also they with me.”

A9/23 Sep/A.1: “In the class the work is very slow cause we’re a lot.... I visited a friend of mine ... who is an
Au-Pair, and she couldn’t go out that night. We had a little chat with the landlady of her house about
jobs and Ireland.”

A10/23 Sep/A.l: “My second day in de [institution] wasn’t mutch better den my first. I understand the
teacher better indeed but I think the level in this class it’s a littelbitt tu high for my. I likeit to work
with a partner and also conversation. The homework is very difficult for my, but I think I will by
better in a few days. My [host] Famyl’s talk very often whit my, and I think that is good vor my
progress. I will do always my best.”

A11/23 Sep/A.I: “Every morning we had some grammar. We did the personal pronouns ... but I found them
not enough. I would like to do more of them. In the afternoon I helped Missis [name] to prepare
some food for the party. I spent a lot of time in the kitchen. I cooked vegetables and meat. After
dinner [the daughter’s] friend came to visit us.”

24 Sep A.l

CR/24 Sep/A.1: <Group as lethargic as ever. Me very sleep tired and in bad mood earlier on.... [A11] said the
class were inactive and unresponsive. Didn’t like.>

A1/24 Sep/A.I: “I don’t like this daily diary at all. I don’t know what to write. In my opinion is the idea of the
experiment in 3 Phases [= Stages] quite good.”

A2/24 Sep/A.l: “After this [CR] explained us the plan for the following month. The pair-work about an
advertisement was funny because I worked with a group, they are very similar to mine. I don’t like
this silence in the class. Sometimes it’s like in a church. All students (and you) stare at the books, no
jokes, nothing. I think you aren’t happy also, you are sitting on your chair without energie and
interest. It is not enough life in this class, isn’t it? Previously I was in a class there we were joking, it
was realy funny but nevertheless I learnd much. I know we are in the ‘Elite-Class’ and | want
absolutely the First-Certificate [Examination], but I am sure it could be otherwise.”

A3/24 Sep/A.1L: “I really want to get this examen .... In the evening I went with some friends into a Pub and
I’ve had a real Irish coffee!”

A4/24 Sep/A.l: “The language laboratory was very boring. I had to do the same exercise for four or five
times. I don’t remember exactly. I can do the same thing for about twice, that means myself. Then I
know the text outward and I don’t have to think about what the correct answer is. But we could
exercise the intonation.”

A5/24 Sep/A.l: “Today we started [by] correcting our homework and did exercises with comparative forms
.... After that we went to the language laboratory.... Then we read the abbreviations of words you
need to do an advertisement for a flat, and done that advertissement in groups. There was a [student-



Jteacher in the classroom with us, to watch how we work. [CR] told us that we are an experimental
research group, and we were volunteers [= any student was free to change class].”

A6/24 Sep/A.1: “The laboratory-work is a good exercise for me to learn speaking, but I find three quarters of
an hour is too much time for one exercise. We should have the opportunity to do more than one
exercise in the same time.... In the evening I chattered a lot with a French woman who lives since
many years in Dublin and I read the today’s newspaper. For going out I’m still to tired —"

A8/24 Sep/A.1: “All the day I’m waiting for that moment when I talk with my father. I'm happy because I'm
learning a lot of vocabulary. My family (irish-family) is very kind with me. I like to talk with the
hostess of my house. It’s great! This evening (from 6’30 to 9°30) I was studing very hardly. Now I
have more confidence in myself.”

A9/24 Sep/A.l: “Today the class has been really boring for me. In addition, I’ve found it more slowly than
others. For me it’s not the [= a] waste of time but I would like more difficult things because this is
not new for me and I don’t like the different levels in the class. These levels are very pronounce and
very different. Apart from that, the end of the class has been funny.... I didn’t feel all right, I've a
cold and have had a headache during the day. I’'m very tired as never and I don’t [know] why.”

A10/24 Sep/A.I: “For me is the bigerst problem, that I don’t be in control of the difficult grammer in english.
The second problem is the vocabulary. Today evening I had a very long conversation at hom whit
the dougter of my [host] Famili an whit two other students. I think I benefeided a lot of this
conversation for my vocabulary. I hope that I well by secced my arrears [= will be able to catch
up?].”

A11/24 Sep/A.l: “Last night some people came to [the host-family’s] hous[e] and then we went to Dun
Laoighre until 12 o’clock. We had great fun but this morning I was very tired and 1 found my new
friends in the same situation as myself. I didn’t know what was wrong with them. Most of the
people in my class were asleep. | hated that atmosphere: nobody was happy, nobody liked jokes,
nobody was interesting at the lesson. I hope to find tomorrow morning my friends happier. The
language laboratory was usefully.”

25 Sep A.l

CR/25 Sep/A.I: <Told them I wanted us all to get to know one another better.>

A1/25 Sep/A.l: “Today school was really great fun. It was very relaxed and peaceful. We talked about
characters. Then everybody had to describe a person’s character.... We wanted to go into a pub to get
to know the people of the class, but there wasn’t enough time left and so we did some exercises. We
didn’t learn any grammar.”

A2/25 Sep/A.l: “Today we spent the time to get know the other students. We have to describe another
student. It is very difficult to do this about persone which you don’t know. It was funny to hear
whitch opinion the peoples have about the others, and this after three days.... This morning was
much more fun in our class wasn’t it? I think it was a good idea this conversation and writing day.
After lunch we were in St. Stephen’s Green it is a realy nice place there. It was wonderful to relax in
the sun. We were there with two Irish people that’s good than we have spoken more correkt
english.”

A3/25 Sep/A.l: “Afterwards I enjoyed it to walk around in Dublin. All is so new and exciting. In every corner
is something new to discover.”

A4/25 Sep/A.l: “This morning we had some very interesting discussions, one about [a topic] and another
about [another topic]. I like discussing with people who have their own opinion about something.
not only ‘I don’t know’. You can’t discuss anything with such a person.... In the evening we’re
going to a pub.”

AS5/25 Sep/A.l: “Today we talked a lot and learn further things about the other persens people in class, and
made comment about them. We also had, in groups of three, choose a candidate to be a courier
guide, and wrote down two lines about [CR]. We didn’t go to the language lab. It was a ‘relax’ day,
we didn’t do any grammar.”

A6/25 Sep/A.1: “Today I didn’t find it very well at school, because the things we have done weren’t very
interesting and I didn’t learn much. One very good exercise we have done was to write our
impressions about another person. I would prefer, if we can do more grammatic in the morning
class, because I’'m not very good in grammatic. For me it wasn’t a good day because I remarked that
I can not do the First Certificate [Examination]. In Switzerland they told me that the exam will be on
the 16" of December. I didn’t think of the fact that the exam could take more than one day. So I
booked a fly back to Switzerland for the 17", This was a great mistake, because I can’t change the




date of my fly back to home. But I hope that I can notwithstanding remain in this class and then I
will try to pass the exam in Switzerland.”

A8/25 Sep/A.l: “Today is a great day for me.... I[t] was a funny morning class ... and the afternoon class was
also good.... My morning classes were very satisfactory ....”

A9/25 Sep/A.l: “When I had to get up this morning I didn’t feel well at all. I had a very bad cold and
temperature, so I stayed in bed .... I phoned Spain and I was very upset hearing my family crying. I
went to bed early.”

A10/25 Sep/A.l: “Today I feel very relaxed. I’'m quite satisfied on my progress. Today I’'m follow the lessens
well. I’'m missing the feet-back [= feed-back].”

A11/25 Sep/A.l: “This morning I found the class much more interesting and much better than yesterday.
Everybody had to describe the personality of one student in the class. At the end we read our
masterpiece.... We had a very fanny discussion with [CR] about the ‘stereotypes’. I enjoyed myself.”

26 Sep A.l

CR/26 Sep/A.l: <... got impression yesterday that Swiss are not moved, as Spaniards e.g. would be, by
‘emotional’ themes and ‘provocation’ — far too sober and reflective!... Or is it that I haven’t yet
learned to read the signs of an unusually predominant northern European group? On the self-
analysis ‘conversation’ they mostly confessed to being reserved and introverted types and this may
be all it is. Must think of some way to get them to let their hair down and relax with me and with
one another. Perhaps ‘charades’ or video role-plays will help.>

A1/26 Sep/A.l: “But I found the people in a pub. Most of them were Spanish. We went into an other pub,
after that in 2 discos.”

A2/26 Sep/A.L: “We spent naturally thirty minutes in the laboratory for phrasal verbs.... we will enjoy the
night life in Dublin. It isn’t bath [= bad] in Dublin we have a lot of possibilities to relax.”

A3/26 Sep/A.l: “I would like to do some more grammar and have exactly rules why this is wrong and that
right. I suppose at the moment we just make a quick repetition for seeing where we still have
problems. I enjoyed it as we were sitting in ‘Macs’ for a drink. This is the best way to know each
other.... After supper .... we found [a good pub] and had a funny time.”

A4/26 Sep/A.l: “The language laboratory wasn’t as boring ....”

AS5/26 Sep/A.1: “... exercises about adverbs ... the difference between ‘as’ and ‘like’, and did exercises with
these words, and so on with ‘like’ and ‘such as’. Moreover, we learnt a lot of verbs closed with ‘as’.
We also had a look to ‘invitations’, and converted direct speech sentences ... and vice versa (we
worked in pairs, as usual).... using ‘may’ .... We went to the language lab., to listen frasel verbs and
make sentences with (them). I wrote down some. This evening I’ve read few pages of the book I
bought a week ago, I’m slow (I must look up many words in the dictionary), and saw a little T.V.”

A6/26 Sep/A.l: “I found the method in the laboratory better .... Half an hour for different exercises is better
than three quarters of an hour for one exercise.... I have bought an English book, because I’d like to
read a lot.... | can better remember something that I’ve read than something that I’ve heard. So it
would be good for me, if I read a lot.”

A8/26 Sep/A.1: “I was talking with my ‘irish-sister’ for a long time.... I'm studing a lot. I can’t spend time in
other things.... [ was in the mountains and also in a very important park ....”

A9/26 Sep/A.l: “1 found the class more friendly and less hard of working in grammar. At 12 o’clock we went
to a pub, Mac’s, which was a very good idea. In the pub, we were very different. I found the people
different from the class. I enjoyed very much.... I had a little nap.... though I didn’t feel very well I
went out.... to a pub where a band was playing.... I’ve come back in a taxi.”

A10/26 Sep/A.I: “I think it is very good, that the teatcher is try to understand the students very well. It is
difficult for me to follow, when the teatcher is speaking a long time or in very long sentence. I don’t
like this diary entry, but I understand the sense [= I don’t like writing the diary but I understand why
it is important?].”

A11/26 Sep/A.L: “... we had a very light morning. We had some grammar. We listened to the tapes. At 12
o’clock we went everybody to Mac’s bub [= pub] for a drink. I enjoyed myself. In the afternoon I
went to the cinema with irish people .... In the weekend I caught a cold.”



29 Sep A.l

CR/29 Sep/A.I: <... without some more positive/negative response one cannot tell whether quietness signals
harmony or merely lack of interest (in one another, in the lesson).... Be interesting to see how Swiss
define ‘humour’.>

A1/29 Sep/A.l: “Then [CR] wanted to go to the language lab, but we couldn’t .... I was glad about that
because I think the language lab is very boring.... Later on I’m going to meet some Spanish students
atapub..”

A3/29 Sep/A.lL: “... to visit the centre of Ireland, Athlone.... The countryside was beautiful and the weather
just perfect. We enjoyed the whole trip.”

A4/29 Sep/A.L: “This morning we got our compositions back. It was so depressing to see what mistakes I
made. I often ask myself why I sometimes write such a rubbish. I can’t understand it. Some mistakes
are so obvious they should jump into my face. We only did exercises in book 3. But today they were
interesting for a change. I especially liked the conversation where we had to complete the suitable
questions. The best exercise was no. 100 (Put the verbs into the correct form and tense and fill the
gaps with one or two words as appropriate). These are the most usefull exercises for me. We spent
the whole afternoon in St. [Stephen’s] Green lying on the grass. It is such a lovely day. We are going
to the cinema tonight.”

AS5/29 Sep/A.l: “We went over the ‘may’ exercise (that’s good!), and did some one with ‘so’ and ‘such as’....
Then, we completed textes with words, and so, learnt new words. It’s good for us to read dialogues,
because of the expressions. We did those exercises in groups, as usual. We didn’t go to the language
lab. because students were being tested there at that moment. I liked that today we followed [CR]’s
plan, a logical order between the text book and the exercises book. It’s good to write down — at the
begining of a chapter in the red book — the number of the pages that can interest us in the purple
book. This evening I watched a little T.V. and studied a little.”

A6/29 Sep/A.I: “This morning we’ve done a lot of grammar exercises. That’s very helpfully for me, because
I’m not good in grammar.... I feel that I’'m on a deep [= low] level in English and that I have to study
hard for the next time, if I want obtain a higher level.”

A8/29 Sep/A.I: “I’'m happy I don’t know why.... One day I’m depress, hate myself. I'm snuffy — and the next
day I’m bursting with happiness, joy .... Certainly I like to learn English. I think is a beauty but
difficult language. Also I think I’'m progressing little by little.”

A9/29 Sep/A.1: “I haven’t gone to school today because a friend of mine was coming back to Spain and we
went to celebrate that it was her last night in Dublin. We went into a nightclub .... I went to say
goodbye to her and went to Dun Laoghaire to receive another Au-Pair who was coming by boat. 1
arrived home at 9 a.m. and I was very tired to go to school.... It’s very hard for me to get up so
early.”

A10/29 Sep/A.1: “The speed in the classe is very fast and I have to repiet all exercices again and again. That’s
the reason that [ have everyday a lot of work at home.”

A11/29 Sep/A.1: “1 didn’t feel very well this morning. I had a bad cough and haevy cold during the week-
end.... In the afternoon I went to jog for 20 minutes.”

30 Sep A.I

CR/30 Sep/A.1: <Decided ... to try a role-play. What a difference!... They are happy and enjoying themselves.
Can these be the same Swiss students that have caused me so much heart-searching?>

A1/30 Sep/A.L: “Now I’m sitting in Stephen’s Green. Afterwards I’'m going to meet my cousin and do some
shopping.”

A2/30 Sep/A.l: “It was interesting to learn somethink about the history of this important vegetable [the
potato]. We had to play a family .... I was the husband.”

A3/30 Sep/A.l: “That was a very interesting morning at school. We were in groups of three. A mother, a
father, and a daughter.... We also got a situation from a family which really looked hopeless. For
homework we have to analyse how to help each person in that family. It is quite difficult to find the
right help but it is very interesting.... At night .... I read a little bit in my book about Ireland and
listened to the radio.”

A4/30 Sep/A.1: “Another new student this morning. Ten would be enough. Otherwise you can slowly get
claustrophobia. I love to read and we did it for one hour. That was great. Then we had to discuss
about the problems of a family written on the blackboard.... We also had to act as spoilt child and
strict parents. it was funny.... It’s wrong, but I'm not sad that we didn’t go to the language
laboratory. We spend this afternoon in St. [Stephen’s} Green again. It’s so lovely at the moment.”



A5/30 Sep/A.l: “Then [CR] gave us a story to read, about the life and miracles of the potato, to read it in
pairs. It was really interesting but there were too many words I didn’t understand, so I wrote them
down to look them up in the dictionary. We spoke about the text .... (we didn’t go to the language
lab.) and after that we gathered in groups of three (one was a father, other a mother, and the third
was the daughter).... With this conversation we learnt a lot of adjectives.... After that we learnt more
vocabulary with a family problem .... This evening I did my homework and revided [= revised] that
we did in the morning ....”

A6/30 Sep/A.l: “The days are so short that I can not do all what I would like to do. After the school, dinner
and doing homework isn’t much time left to enjoy myself. I only read a little bit, write letters or
have conversation with my [host] family.”

A8/30 Sep/A.I: “When I was eating at Trinity College somebody stole my wallet. Inside it there were three
pounds, my student card, my bus card, my calculator machine, my spanish identity card and some
important papers for me (directions, photos —) .... | want to return to my house in Madrid! I want to
stay with my parents.... I need a protecting person with me. I’m a totally subordinate person. I don’t
know what I must to do ....”

A9/30 Sep/A.L: “... there were two more students. The class was mostly conversation in teams (groups) but I
found it very boring. I’'m very depressed today and I don’t know why. I find the class very low for
me. | didn’t want to speak in English in class.... The weather has been very nice today. Then we
went to a pub .... I came back home for dinner and I was still very depressed though I had a long
chat with the lady of the house. I went back again to a pub .... I came back home very late and had a
long chat about Ireland and its people with the eldest girl of the house.”

A10/30 Sep/A.l: “... we are had som very nice visit from a funny priest and we had an interesting discussion
the whole evening. The lesson today was quite good.”

A11/30 Sep/A.l: “This morning we had some conversation and we read an interesting article about the
potatoes. I found it useful.”

1 Oct ALl

CR/1 Oct/A.l: <Relationships are getting very good. New man [A12] integrated immediately — talkative
Spaniard — should be good for the class.>

Al/1 Oct/A.l: “Today a new student joined us. We’re 23 [= 13] now. I hope there’s a possibility to divide the
class.... So we went over to [a controversial topic] or something like that. We built groups of four
and discussed this ‘Statement’. Our homework is to write down the result.”

A2/1 Oct/A.1L: “In groups we talked.... It was funny to hear the different opinions.”

A3/1 Oct/A.I: “This morning was very interesting at school. The exercises were about future and conditional
forms, Present Perfect and past tenses. I have still some problems with this kind of grammar. Later
on we had a discussion about [a controversial topic]. I'm going mad when I hear this kind of
sentences! 1 could go up the walls when I hear that! Normally I'm a quiet person but then I can
discuss hours and hours about that. In the afternoon ... I went home a bit earlier than usual. I had to
write some letters and wanted to watch TV. Watching TV is a very good idea to learn English. You
hear a lot of different accents. There is all what you want: from ‘perfect” English till to the American
slang. If I don’t understand it I can ask one of my [host] family. They are really nice and have
always time to explain me the words.”

A4/1 Oct/A.l: “We didn’t stay in the language laboratory because they had problems with the power. We had
a discussion .... I like discussion, but with three people having the same opinion, of course, you can’t
discuss. Tonight I stay at home. I don’t feel very well. I don’t hope to have a cold tomorrow. My
head is awful. I can’t think clearly.”

AS5/1 Oct/A.1: “We worked with tenses .... put adverbs in the right order in a sentence .... conditional forms in
the three tenses, and did exercises .... | hope we won’t have many more students.... We are 13 now.
About 15 is good, but no more.... After that we had a conversation in groups.... We must write an
essai of the conclusions of our group [for homework], but we didn’t agree.”

A6/1 Oct/A.1: “After doing some grammar exercise we discussed [a topic].... It’s not right, but I didn’t miss
very much the language laboratory, because | prefer to work in class or in groups. Since two days I
don’t feel me very good, but I hope that it will be better tomorrow.”

A7/1 Oct/A.1: “Today it is my second day at school and my first impression I had from the class is good.... |
think the class is not boring and that makes you to be more attentive.... I started an english book. I’'m
living with a family with whom I always talk a lot, and I think that could be good for me. Nowdays I
have a cold.”



A8/1 Oct/A.I: “Some minutes ago I was talking by phone with my father.... I think is really curious as |
change my mind from happiness to sadness in few minutes. Today was very strange day. First I was
very sad. I wanted to cry every time, at the lunch time, in the spanish ambassy, I forgot my sadness
but when I was in the school again I was deeply depressed. Really sometimes I can’t understand
myself. In my afternoon classes there are a silly spanish girl. I hate her!”

A9/1 Oct/A.L: “The class is getting better. Today we did a lot of conversation about the family and some of
their problems. It’s good to open each other and become more friends.... [ spoke to the teacher about
my feelings about the class although I found it better today but still low. I will wait a few more days
and I’ll see if I change the class or not.... I’ve had a lot of conversation with the landlady and have
watched the T.V. an american serious [= series].”

A10/1 Oct/A.I: “I like discussions like today, but it is difficult for me to express my own opinions sometimes
(my poverty of words). I like it too, writing about themes of general interest. All the students are
from different countries and this makes it very interesting. I get good practice in hearing so many
different accents. It makes me listen very carefully, and the discussions in class make me think
quickly.”

A11/1 Oct/A.I: “This morning we hadn’t language laboratory. The electricity didn’t work, so we went back to
the class and we spent time talking about [a topic]. We looked at the grammar ... and we didn’t spent
much time on the conditional forms and I found the exercises weren’t enough. I would like to
practise more than we usually do. In the afternoon I was shopping and at 3 o’clock I met an italian
person. We didn’t speak in English.”

A12/1 Oct/A.L: “... this was my first day .... The first people I’ve meet were my classmates and I had since
the beginning a good impression of them. In reference to classes, I think that it are pretty good in a
way that are amousing but I consider that people have to participate more.... the important thing is
your first impression wich was good to me.... I’'m a person that is not afected by the ‘Culture shock’
and that’s a good advantage in order to get progress in english since the first day.”

20ctAll

CR/2 Oct/A.l: <Had to [register at the University] — left students with work (relationship-building task —
devise, write dialogue for a sketch for later video production). Seemed to go well. Extracted
problems from HWs — must check how effective this really is — for blackboard notes. Interesting to
see the national characteristics (linguistic) emerging from Daily Diaries and to note the divergence
they reveal from the much more carefully written HWs — bear all this in mind for later
‘acquisition/error analysis’ research. Urgent to interview [A8] — seems very happy in class, gets on
very well, but D. Diaries reveal constant pattern of depression/elation etc. Evidence of deep
malaise/personality defects/superficial ‘teenage’ homesickness, or what? Had chat with [a teacher]
(who has four of my students with her in afternoons). She expressed very similar views to my own
on the quietness and unresponsiveness of the students — interestingly they include [AS]
(French/Spanish) [A8] (Spanish); Swiss [A6] and [A4] are not alone in being unresponsive — how
far do they influence [AS] and [A8] in both classes?>

A1/2 Oct/A.l: “We tryed to write a dialogue. [A2], [A4] and me, we thought of a fellow who goes out with
two girls and they meet one another by chance and start a big fight. After that we talked about the
mistakes and corrections of our homework.... then I went home .... After [a TV serial] we went to
the shops.”

A2/2 Oct/A.L: “... This kind of work [with texts] is important.... The second part was to write the story-line
for a sketch. It was a group work. Ours story play in a pub.... In the last hour explained [CR] some
mistakes whieh who we have done in our homeworks. That’s very useful.”

A3/2 Oct/A.1: “At school we had to read a text .... We also had to do two exercises to see if we understood
the text. Now we were in groups of three students. We had to write a theatre play. Of course we
didn’t finish in this short time. Our story is about a couple who’s car is broken and had to buy a new
one. That means a lot of problems are coming. First I thought: ‘Oh, no thanks.” But we had real fun
to find an interesting and funny story. In the evening was a lot on. I played with the children from
our neighbour and read more in my book ‘Children’s Hospital’. It is quite difficult because there are
a few medicine terms I don’t understand. But it helps me very much thinking in English when I read
in English.”

A4/2 Oct/A.1: “We had to read a text. Of course I liked it. Then we had to write a play for video. I have never
made something like this before. I think it’s very interesting but I don’t like our theme very much. I
didn’t know anything else, so we chose the boy with his two girlfriends. After that we studied our



reports which we had to write for homework. I didn’t feel well again. It wasn’t as bad as yesterday
evening but bad enough. I stayed at home, read, knitted and watched TV.”

AS5/2 Oct/A.l: “Today we read a texte ... it was really interesting.... After that, in groups of three (I was with
[A3] and [A12] like yesterday) we musted write a little script ... but it was a little bit boring to do the
script.... We didn’t go to the language lab. At the end of the class we corrected some homework.”

A6/2 Oct/A.l: “It was a great pleasure for me to read a text this morning, because I like to read. But I found
the text was a bit to easy for me. I didn’t like very much the other task that we had to do. At the
moment [ have no imagination and no good ideas at all. Therefor it’s hard for me to write a play. I'm
not very happy about the idea to record our play on a video .... Today I feel me better again and I
have begun my jogging. I hope it will give me a bit more energie!”

A7/2 Oct/A.1: “I think that I will be all right in this class.”

A8/2 Oct/A.1: “I want to buy some good books in english! I must spend this week end studing english. Well,
really is not an obligation because I want to do it. I think my level of English is horrible. I remember
when I was in Madrid and I thought that my knowledge about english was high. I was really
ingenuous!”

A9/2 Oct/A.1: “Today the class has improved for me. We’ve done some conversation, which is a good way to
get to know the people of the class and the different ideas of their own countries. I’'m a lot happier
today and I has spoken to [CR] about my feelings about the class. I’ll wait some more time and if
I’m not still happy I’ll change to a higher class.... It was good for me to talk about different things
and actual, real problems in the society .... I went to bed very late because I was speaking to with the
eldest girl of my family about her job and studies in Ireland. I’m very happy because I’ve practise a
lot of English today. I’'m going to pretend being Irish!”

A10/2 Oct/A.L: *“ — every things ok — ! [entire Diary entry]

Al11/2 Oct/A.l: “I had a very fanny afternoon with [a friend].... after that we went to Trinity College ....
crowded with people: some of them shouting: ‘Join up with the socialistic party, seiling, Karate
society’. We had a great time. After a few minutes we chose to join the historical, law and classical
societies. Next Monday we’ll start with the real Dublin Society. I'm looking forward meeting a lot
of people. This morning the class was quite good. We had to work indipendently until the coffee
break. We read a lecture and then we discussed in a group for the comprehention. We also wrote a
play.”

A12/2 Oct/A.I: “I think that each time I’m getting better and better.... This afternoon I’ve meet some Irish-
friends I knew when I stayed here five years ago. It has been very exciting and amousing at the same
time we have been talking about those marvellous time we had when we were just fifteen or sixteen
years old. And the best thing was that we realice that everyone was as we were before.”

30ctAl

CR/3 Oct/A.1: <Spoke with [A8] for about 40 minutes during lunch-break. No real problem. She is an uppy-
downy type, emotional, felt depressed that her level of English in Spain was not supported by the
evidence in Dublin. Natural enough. Interestingly, although she felt frustrated by the number of
corrections on the homeworks, she appreciated and valued them as a most useful aid to progress.
Talked about her host-family environment: good, no problems. Her own family: father and mother
travel on business together a lot — she seldom sees them; has a brother and sister. Could her
‘dependency’ feelings, in addition to the normal ‘first-time-away-from-home-(age 18)’, be a kind of
extended childhood, i.e. lack of sufficient (for her) parental contact at the earlier ages has extended
her need chronologically?... She’s a very very nice girl.... Difficult to maintain objectivity....
‘Rebellion’ ([A1] spokeswoman of course! — plus [A11], [A6], [A4], [A3] (?)) on lines of ‘not
getting value for money’ — why so many in class (actually 12) — why such different levels — work
and homework not challenging enough etc. Serious 1-hour open-forum discussion. Other half of
class very happy with system, pace, materials, workload, etc. Reported all to [the Director of the
institution]. (They agreed to wait out the following week of ‘all-together” work.)>

A1/3 Oct/A.I: “I think it’s a good idea to read texts and try to understand them. I think I don’t have to write
any thing about the discussion, although it was good to discuss.... I'm going to meet [A11] in town
this night.”

A2/3 Oct/A.I: “After the break we started with a big discussion. The reason was that our class to big is with
too different level. That’s true but for me is this level ideal. For people with higher level must be
boring. Sure it would be the best to divide the class. Then is everybody happy. It’s expensive to have
one teacher for perhaps fife students but ....”



A3/3 Oct/A.I: “This morning in class we had a discussion about splitting up in two new classes. Now we are
twelve students and the difference from the best to lowest one is too big.... An other new teacher
would cost money .... but we paid and we want to learn as much as possible.... Another week and we
will see what happens. In the afternoon I’ve taken the train ... to Killarney to meet my friends and
have an exciting weekend.”

A4/3 Oct/A.1: “First we read a text. Then we [had] a discussion about our class. In general I think similar as
[A1]. But I don’t agree everything. At the moment it’s very easy and slow for me. My problem is
that I forgot so much. Unfortunately it’s usual in three years when you don’t have to use any English
at all. I’d like to study higher grammar. I read a lot of different magazines and newspapers, watch
TV, listen to the radio, talk with my [host] family and so on. But sometimes I think I didn’t make
any progress at all. Perhaps I want too much in only four weeks. And slowly I’'m getting seek of all
these spanish people. They always speak spanish together. I have nothing against them, but they are
simply too many. We also have too many Swiss people in our class. Of course we can’t change |
know. I’'m looking forward to studying in a week [referring to the proposed new format for classes].
I’m anxious to know if it will be better. I hope so. We are going to a pub tonight.”

A5/3 Oct/A.l: “Today we read another passage from [a reading textbook]. I think that it’s a very good
exercise to read about something (trying to be quick), remember and then, be able to answer the
questions about the paragraph.... We learnt a lot of vocabulary, and [CR] explained us expressions.
We didn’t go to the language lab, and next week is not likely neither. We talk a lot of time about the
class, the teaching-system, the time, and our different levels (between students). After that we read
another text ....”

A6/3 Oct/A.L: “... we had an interesting discussion which concerned our class. [A1] rose the discussion and
I’m happy that she did this, because i also think that we should find another solution. The levels in
our class are so different. So it’s difficult to find a way to teach the class that all students could
profite. The best solution would really be to separate the class. I hope this would be possible.”

A8/3 Oct/A.I: “I went to the wax museum. At lunchtime I was talking with [CR], my teacher of english.
Really I think is good that the teachers deal with their pupils as human beings and not as numbers or
objects. But also I think the same relation must be among pupils and teachers because all of us have
our problems and sometimes are the same. How was my desire, I spent all saturday studing. Really [
learnt a lot of new vocabulary.... My life every week end is very peaceful and that is good for me
because I like it. Really I don’t like the bustle nor the noise.”

A9/3 Oct/A.L: “It was very hard for me to get up this morning so I decided not to go to school and have a rest
because when I feel tired I can’t work as much as I can work always. I can’t concentrate in what I’'m
doing, so I prefer to be all right and don’t disturb the class, so I got up very late for lunch.... I went
to ... Stillorgan, at 8.30 and stayed there until late. I had to get a taxi to come back home.”

A10/3 Oct/A.l: “The discussion about the situation in class was very important likewise senseless. In my
opinion it would be adventageous to have the class subdivided according to students language
proficiency.”

A11/3 Oct/A.1: “This morning we had an interesting discussion with the class about the programm, the level
of the students and so on. In the afternoon I went shopping and in the evening I had a party. We
enjoyed.”

A12/3 Oct/A.1: “This afternoon we planed to go to the movies and so we did.... And we meet at Macs, where
we stayed till late talking and having fun. Oh. I almost forget the interesting discussion about
classes. We spend talking and complaining for almost two hours and finaly the problem was the
same.”

6 Oct ALl

CR/6 Oct/A.l: <Hope I didn’t take my frustration [at a professional situation] into class. Very constructive
session on writing techniques.... Interesting feedback from last Friday’s discussion, which some felt
was futile and resolved nothing.>

A1/6 Oct/A.l: “Today we talked about different ways to tell or write a story. An essay [= an article] was
given to us and we had to find out in which order every thing happened. Then we tried it the other
way round. A story was written down in only the main events. So we had to write a real story out of
the information. That’s also our homework. I met my cousin in front of ‘Bewley’s’ afterwards we
went window shopping.”

A2/6 Oct/A.l: “After this we dealed in pairs with a text. We made a list of all the actions in the story. The
actions have to be in chronological order. After the coffeebreak we made it together on the black
board.”



A3/6 Oct/A.I: “This morning at school was very interesting. We spoke about the different kind of writing a
story. [CR] gave us a good example and I learnt how I have to write. It is really not easy but I have
time to practise.... I joined the Judo Club at Trinity College. The members of the Club were very
nice .... At home my [host] family was very interested how the Judo was. They also think that it is
the best idea to meet Irish people and speak English.”

A4/6 Oct/A.I: “We got some important explanation about the essay in the examination. I’d like to see the
exam papers of a previous year. It’s very important for me to know what [ have to know at least for
the exam.... In an exercise ... we had to make a list of all the actions in the story in chronological
order. It was a bit boring but also useful to construct a narrative. We got a new student again. We’re
really too many now. She can’t work properly with only a chair.”

A5/6 Oct/A.l: “Today we started learning ... how to write a description, discussion, etc. That was really
interesting, overmore [= particularly?] if there are these kind of questions in the 1* certificate
examination. Anyway, I learnt a lot with that. We also completed passages (in pairs), and as results
of that, we finally understood the difference between ‘w[h]ich’ and ‘what’, and when to use each.
We completed another passage about a story .... We also read a story and made a chronological list
of the events in that story. Then, we did the same but inside out ....”

A6/6 Oct/A.I: “This morning I felt me really a bit bored. I didn’t find it very interesting to speak all the
morning about the diffrent styles of writing. I had learned this already in Switzerland. And I think
the theory is in English the same as in German. There is — unless [= apart from?] the languages
themselves — not a great difference. The roles [= rules?] are the same.”

A8/6 Oct/A.l: “Today the morning classes were very nice because we told about diferent sorts of writing....
I’m glad because I’'m learning more vocabulary.”

A9/6 Oct/A.1: “Monday morning! That means that I’ve been exhausted in class. I was really tired and the
work was hard to understand. I’d rather prefer to have something not as hard as today’s work on
Mondays because all the people were asleep.... | was very asleep so I got the bus, came home and
had a little nap.”

A10/6 Oct/A.IL: “I’m quite satisfied with the lessons and also with my progress. The level for me is quite high
bat not to high. — things can go on like this!™

A11/6 Oct/A.l: “This morning we analysed a story .... It was quite interesting to discover how a story is
built.... In the afternoon I learned the lesson n® 5-6 because during the week-end I hadn’t time.”
A12/6 Oct/A.L: “... we had the best day if we talk about classes. We learned the main structures for doing a

narrative story. We did some practice in the book and at home too. A good and interesting day
eventhough is Monday called by experts as the most slepy day of the week.”

7 Oct A.l

CR/7 Oct/A.l: <Hardly any sleep — worrying about [a professional situation].... Hard to cope with class today
— but interestingly enough yesterday’s ‘writing analysis’ went down well with all bar [A6].
Followed it up today with brief ‘sequence of tenses’ and longer ‘punctuation’ analysis.... Some are
getting anxious that 1 haven’t yet shown them samples of the exam. Maybe, for next time, they
should be given a folder at the start of the course, to include samples of documentation, course
programmes, FCE papers, etc. Still very depressed — can’t shake it off.>

A1/7 Oct/A.1L: “Most of the time in school we talked about why and when to use a comma. It’s very difficult
but I'm glad to know a few rules now. After school ... I went to Trinity with [A8].... This night I'm
going to go out with my other cousin to a concert. [ got a letter this morning from my cousin (again
an other one). Because my cousin is Irish, he has writen the letter in English.”

A2/7 Oct/A.1: “We read a text, a daily diary. It was mixed with a lot of different tenses. We had to explain all
cases. We talked about punctuation.... Sometimes 1 had to fight against the sleep. We spent the
whole morning only with this theme. It’s a really confuse work with all this roules, but important.”

A3/7 Oct/A.1: “This morning at school we heard a lot about punctuation. It is very important for our writings.
It is really true what [CR] said: ‘We read a lot but we never realise w[h]ere the punctuation is’. This
week is the last week with grammar and I think we still have a lot to repeat.”

A4/7 Oct/A.1: “Today was one of those days you’d better stay in bed the whole day.... I tryed to get a new bus
ticket. But the woman in the tourist office told me that they didn’t sell the tickets any more. I had to
ask why .... And nobody ... mentioned only a word about that. Now I have to look for a student card
... travelsave stamps ... and a bus ticket .... I could kill them. I closed my door at home and — crash —
my favourite mirror-picture fell down.... [ wanted to phone parents — nobody at home.... I had some
problems with my homework. This morning we analysed the text ... and got some explanations
about punctuation. But I feel worse than before. Really embarrassing.”

13



AS5/7 Oct/A.l: “Today we spend all the morning learning punctuation, reading .... I learnt many words and
expressions, and also where to put commas, and so on. We also had a look at the verb’s tenses and
on adverbs like ‘afterwards’. We went over ‘w[h]ich’ and the comma, so now everybody must
understand it. Beside the grammar, the story ... was very interesting. Sometimes I feel so interested
by the story than I forget concentrate on grammar (but I was very concentrate, anyway). Then, we
were given a text, to punctuate it.”

A6/7 Oct/A.l: “Today we learned a lot about punctuation, and after the class I thought that I knew now the
most rules of punctuation. But it wasn’t true. Then, doing the homeworks, I had a lot of problems
and questions.”

A8/7 Oct/A.I: “Since I’'m here, days pass very fast. I don’t know why but I think is a good possibility that [’'m
all the time very bussy .... Five minutes ago I was talking by phone with my father. he says that, if [
want, I can go to [visit] Oxford in January. Since two hours ago I have a strong headache, as usual....
I think the people from my morning class is wonderful. They are very kind with me. For instamce
[AS] is a very nice person. I like very much to speak with her. She is very delightful talking. Yes,
really, she is a good person.”

A9/7 Oct/A.1: “Today I was asleep in class because it’s Tuesday! It’s getting better. I had to concentrate a lot
because the class has been very intensive.... [ met a Spanish girl whom I hadn’t seen since a long
time ago. We went to a pub .... I'm very happy because I’ve found a job in a video shop. Tomorrow I
won’t go to class the first two hours because ....”

A11/7 Oct/A.I: “In the afternoon I learned some words and I played pieces on the piano.... In the morning we
had some grammar. I found the class extremely boring. I hated the ‘commas’. We spent, indeed, all
the morning inserting the correct punctuation in some sentences. For all that, it was handy!”

A12/7 Oct/A.l: “Today the class has been very interesting. We talked about the English punctuation and the
relative clauses. This subject semmed to me easy at the first view but as we were going on, it was
something more and more difficult. Anyhow, I think that we worked hard on the assignment and so
far problems are gone. In the afternoon, I began my Comercial English, wich contrary to the other
subject I find so very difficult at the begining but little by little much more easier.”

8 Oct A.l

CR/8 Oct/A.l: <Feeling energetic and nearly on top again.... Relationships [students-students] now very
good. Hope that [student-teacher relationships] are improving — not getting any ‘personal’ negative
feedback on this from diaries (naturally enough) but the word ‘boring’ may reflect antipathy to me
rather than to the content of the lesson. In class I don’t sense negative vibes from anyone; all seem
‘personally’ responsive but must [remain alert to the possibility that this is illusory]. Told them that
on Friday a) buy practice books for overview of FCE plus work b) taped interviews. ([A11], when
invited, said preferred not to, as [she thought she had a] horrible voice, but concurred with research,
personal help, etc. purpose). On Monday we start the ‘Phase II’ [= Stage 2] assignments, God
willing, with 12 - 1 every day allocated to ‘class-work’ (grammar, listening comprehension,
interview techniques [for the examination], general difficulties etc.) A good day ... back on some
sort of form. First day of [linguistics lectures] I wish to attend. Programme already heavy (4 hours
on HW marking yesterday) and hope I will cope —>

A1/8 Oct/A.l: “We talked about punctuation again. I think I have got it now. (I’'m not sure, of course). We
also had to write a story out of given information.... A girl from my hostel gave me a few
Lovestories. I started to read one of them.... I watched TV.”

A2/8 Oct/A.1: “We have to write a dialogue in pairs. We had some main words, like a daily diary. Some of us
read the dialogue and the teacher corrected the mistakes. He explained us on the black board each
mistake. That’s a good way to learn. We have spoken about commas, fuel stops, and so on. Sorry, |
haven’t enough time to do my home-work exactly, because my girlfriend arrieved yesterday. She
will stay here for one week. It’s possible that I revise some home-work in this week. I hope you will
understand this.”

A3/8 Oct/A.I: “At school we had an other lesson on learning punctuation. I will look on all the punctuation
when [ read something. Up to now I didn’t bother about it. I have to read and write much more....
After supper, [ had a discussion with my [host] family about the problem: alcohol, smoke, drug. It
was very interesting, because there are quite differences between Ireland and Switzerland.
Surprising, I got a phone call from my parents! It was lovely to hear that they are well.”

A4/8 Oct/A.l: “First we had to write a story .... Then we heard something about punctuation once again.
Yesterday I didn’t see anything in my homework and this morning everything was so obvious. It
was a bit boring, but I didn’t feel well again.... Tonight I’'m going to stay at home to do homework.”



A5/8 Oct/A.l: “Today we went over [a text], getting on with the punctuation (inverted commas for direct
speech, etc). We spend a lot of time on it (but it wasn’t a waste of time). I liked the class. We also
had back our homework and I wrote down my mistakes. Then, in pairs, from short sentences, we
wrote a story, and after that we corriged [= corrected] it, and then, the punctuation homework. We
must study lesson 6 this evening. I think it’s a good idea to study lessons for homework, because we
save a lot of class-time, and in the class we can concentrate on the most interesting things of that
chapter.”

A6/8 Oct/A.I: “I’m happy about the idea that we can study individual the next week, because at the moment |
feel me sometimes a little bit bored. I hope I can learn the next week the thing that I really need. The
most important things to make progress are at the moment the writing exercises which we have to
do at home. It’s really helpful for me to see which mistake I do.”

A7/8 Oct/A.l: “This week I think that the lessons are being very slowly and that makes us very tired. You
have to be very attention all the time and that is very difficult. I know that this grammar lessons are
necessary for us. I’'m sure that most of this things I didn’t remember and I have to practice, but I
think it would be better if part of the morning we do grammar lessons and the other part of the
morning we change to another sort of thing. I hope next week is going to be more entertainment.”

A8/8 Oct/A.l: “Today is not a bad day for me.... Someone told me that I was very elegant. In the class, I get a
good work.... Really, I think I have two wonderful brothers.”

A9/8 Oct/A.1: “The class was funnier than other days.... I felt nervious because it was the first time I work in
a shop.”

A10/8 Oct/A.l: “The lesson was very good for me today. This is exactly the kind of lesson that I like.
Pairwork and talk about the work afterwards. I’'m very satisfied. I’'m also esteem the corrections,
they are very important for me — thanks for do that.”

A11/8 Oct/A.l: “Then I started to read the unit 6. [ spent nearly an hour finding the words. I hadn’t so much
time to learn the lesson, because at about 530 I began to help [the host-family mother] in the
kitchen.... I had the first meeting with the ‘historical society’ in Trinity College. I didn’t enjoy
myself, because was a debate about politics and I couldn’t understand. Hopefully the next meeting
will be more interesting than the last one. In the morning we continued the analysis of some texts at
page 29 (red book). I didn’t find them interesting but they were useful for writing.”

9 Oct A.l

CR/9 Oct/A.I: <Major problem with [A9] (and a few others) not putting enough effort into the class. Spelled
it out for [A9] on her HW sheets. She seemed devastated. Not sure whether because of this, or
external reasons. Called her for a private chat during the break. Asked her to understand that my
criticisms were designed to help her to pass the FCE and that I had high hopes for her IF she put in
the required effort. She was still upset and said that she knew I was right because ‘everybody said
the same thing’ — I took this to mean that her teachers had always found it so. Afterwards she
continued unresponsive. Have to wait and see. Difficult to know what is better, carrot or stick. With
temperamental/emotional Latins the stick can be soul-destroying, with Nordics it acts as a spur. Also
told class that HW marking can take me up to 4 hours a night and that if they showed lack of interest
or effort they could not expect me to make up the deficiency. Otherwise class seemed OK.>

A1/9 Oct/A.l: “We talked about punctuation today again. The[n] we had to read an article about ... Northern
Ireland. Then we discussed generally these things.... in the evening I’ll watch TV. I might continue
to read my book (english written).”

A2/9 Oct/A.l: “Today we read a story from a newspaper about North Ireland .... [CR] explained us each
word, because every second word was difficult to understand. I didn’t learn a lot with this kind of
work. The last thirty minutes we had a discussion about [the newspaper topic]. It could be
interesting to discuss more than thirty minutes.”

A3/9 Oct/A.l: “At school we finished about the punctuation and read an article.... It was about ... Northern
Ireland.... It was quite difficult to understand and analyse. I like it in a way to get difficult work. For
homework I sit there and look for the right answers till I’'m sure. Now I really feel that I’'m studying
English. The discussion in class ... was quite funny. It was also very interesting because of the
different opinions from the students. In the afternoon we studied the map from Ireland and looked,
where we could go this weekend. It was difficult because there are a lot of nice places around. It will
probably be Galway or this direction anyway.”

A4/9 Oct/A.1: “The morning was quite interesting, but not the homework. I’ve been studing it for about thirty
minutes — without reading it — but I haven’t found a suitable solution yet. I have only one side .... In



an another half an hour I may find the other side.... I’'m going to stay at home tonight and try to
finish my homework. Really, I don’t know what and how to write.”

A5/9 Oct/A.l: “Today we started [by] correcting our punctuation homework: commas, inverted commas,
colon, etc. That took us a long time. Afterwards we had a complicate text to read (not so complicate
in the grammar, but there was such a great list of words that I didn’t know, that I concentrated on
that words and didn’t understand the plot of the story).... but I will read it again. After read and
understand the text, we talked a bit about the problem that the writer stated, but finally we finished
talking about [a topic area]. Then, and the end of the class, we played the game of ‘yes’ or ‘no’.”

A6/9 Oct/A.I: “Today we read an interesting article. Then we had a discussion about [a topic]. I’m sorry that
I couldn’t do the homework for tomorrow. But after dinner I stayed with my [host] family and we
talked and talked and the time passed. So, when I looked on my watch, it was just 12 o’clock and at
this time I was too tired to do my homework seriously — I’'m very interesting in this topic, but I need
a clear head to write my ideas about it — I hope, you forgive me, when I do it for Monday.”

A7/9 Oct/A.1: “I like working in group. I think that working in that way you can learn things from the others
and it is also more entertaint. You can have more comunication with the people in the class and you
also can practice english. I know that grammar classes are very important and I think it’s good to
repeat things that maybe we have forgotten or we think that we know them, but at the end we do
them wrong.”

A8/9 Oct/A.1: “Today, the morning class was funny. I liked it.... Also today, I was talking by phone with my
father. He told me that I can come again to Dublin after Christmas if I want. ‘Of course’ | answer.
Really, I like this wonderful country. The people are very kind and polite. If I can, I will live here.”

A9/9 Oct/A.l: “Today has been the worst day in my life, I think. I went to class and saw my homework
corrected. [CR] wasn’t there but after a while he came. He asked where I was and whether I read his
notes or not. He said to me I was very lazy and was wasting the time. | was, of course, very upset.
And after the break I broke into tears. I couldn’t participate in class at all and then he said to me he
was trying to help me to get an ‘A’ in the FCE. I don’t think this is the best way to help a person
because what he has tried is that I’'m wreck now. I’ve been crying all the day trying to forget it but I
couldn’t. I was in a pub and was still crying so a friend of mine told me to go to her house to sleep
and she could help me. So I went there but I was still very bad and I couldn’t sleep because I was
still weeping. I think tomorrow will be another day but for me the class has changed completely. I
think I am not able to be the same as I’ve been up to now. I will work hard but the class will change.
I’'m not going to participate. I'm the worst so I can [= can’t?] speak to other people. I can’t put up
with it. It has been very hard for me and at this moment [ would like to return to Spain.”

A10/9 Oct/A.l: “The review about the Article in the [newspaper] was quite long and I could not understand
the sense (of the article). The discussion, subsequently was very intressting. It is a great pity that I’'m
not be able to explain my own opinions very well. But I think, for me, more important than
discussions, is grammer theori.”

A11/9 Oct/A.l: “One of my friend died yesterday. I couldn’t do the exercises. I'm sorry! I’ll bring them on
Monday.”

A12/9 Oct/A.L: “12.00. Read yesterday’s [evening paper]| Read article. What we read was wrong. Teacher had
changed the order of the story. He is the boss. 13.00. Finished classes. Let’s go to McDonalds. Met
my girlfriend and other friends.”

10 Oct ALl

CR/10 Oct/A.l: <[All] ... couldn’t see how it would be possible to do [one of the First Certificate
Examination papers] within the time limits. After analysis of required timings everyone agreed that
it was difficult but quite manageable. [Four students] missing.... Now must repeat whole morning’s
session with the absentees .... [A8] spoke to me at end: very worried about her standard.... Very
despondent but cheered up completely when I told her how we were going to tackle the problem
together, lent her [a guided writing textbook] ... went through formula .... Last 30 minutes of ‘Hotel’
charades; everyone very much enjoyed and ended week on happy relaxed note.>

A1/10 Oct/A.I: “[CR] gave us an old [examination] paper and we had a look at it. We went trough the whole
thing, and [ think it is very, very difficult to pass it. But the blue book, we had to buy, will be a great
help (I hope). In the afternoon I went on to read my lovestory, and I stoped 5 minutes later, because
it’s too boring.... In the evening I met [A11], and we went to [a pub]. There we met loads of foreign
students. Because we didn’t like it we went to Trinity. A band was playing. It was much better than
[the pub].”



A2/10 Oct/A.I: “I couldn’t go to school ... because we rented a car. It was a sunny mor[n]ing as we started.
We drove in direction Galway.... There are very nice shops and pubs. After we had lunch our aim
was Clifden. We didn’t drive very quick because the coast roads were so beautiful.... The next
morning we drove to Westport.”

A4/10 Oct/A.l: “We have to know how the exam is, because it’s not only to know the words (vocabulary,
prepositions, etc.). We also have to know how to do the different papers.... Tonight I was reading a
English book that means about the first sixty pages. Over the weekend I will try to read a book from
Agatha Christie, if I have the time.”

AS5/10 Oct/A.1: “The whole morning we talked about the First Certificate Examination, and to know things to
do or not in the exam. We examined photocopies of this exam, and did some exercises, to time how
many minutes or seconds we spend on each. We realised that we are too slow, we must learn how to
save time. | think all of us felt a bit depressed with the results of the experience. For example, it take
us too much time to read and understand a passage, and I opine we should train on this kind of
exercise.... Then, we had a look on the ‘Practice Test” book .... That didn’t cheer us up! After that,
during the last half an hour, we had fun playing a game of mime. This evening, I did my homework
and studied as usual.”

A6/10 Oct/A.I: “... we spoke about the First Certificate exams. I found it very boring and I think, fifteen
minutes or half an hour had been enough time to speak about this and to explain our task. For me it
was really a waste of time!”

A8/10 Oct/A.1: “Well, first I went to a library and then I was in a shopping centre .... From 8’45 to 1’30 I was
studing. I thought go to Galway this week-end with [A4], [A3] and [A6], but .... Then — more study.
I share my clothes with the younger daughter of my house. That is good. It’s a steep ahead in the
confidence among me and the family.”

A9/10 Oct/A.l: “After crying for a long time at night, I didn’t get up for the school.... I was in my friend’s
house where 1 have slept and I went home for lunch and told the landlady everything. She at least
understood me but I was still crying all the time. | wanted to go back to Spain with my family and
with my friends.... | went out to a pub until late.... At the end of the night I was better because my
friends told me they would help me with my English. At least I have good Irish friends!”

A10/10 Oct/A.I: “The class size ... was very pleasant! I’'m very cheerful [= glad?] to know the examination
now. My work will be more purposeful now.”

A11/10 Oct/A.I: “I was in a bad mood, but in the evening I cheered up because I went out with some people
of my class. We spent a little while in Mac’s bub [= pub] afterwards we enjoyed ourselves in Trinity
College’s Buttery. Some people played nice music. During the week-end 1 didn’t do any studies
because | was invaited by [a friend’s] family in Dalkey. I had great time.”

A12/10 Oct/A.I: “‘Friday’ is a very important period of time that makes you feel happy. And why not, today
we had a good day even though some people (the badies) had better day than the rest of the class.
We worked in the ‘practice test’ of the First Certificate and after that, we played different games to
amuse the last half an hour of the day.”



APPENDIX D-A li

CATEGORISED DIARY EXTRACTS: COURSE A STAGE 11 (13 OCTOBER - 31 OCTOBER)

NOTES

All text within double inverted commas, except text within square brackets, is direct transcription from the
original sources. Suspension points indicate gaps in the transcription. Double inverted commas in the
originals have been replaced by single, and original suspension points have been replaced by line-dashes;
paragraphing is not normally observed, but where necessary to the meaning is indicated by indentation or by
the symbol ‘//’; no other changes have been made to punctuation. Personal names have been coded within
square brackets. Similarly, square brackets enclose research addenda: notes, comments, clarifications, or
insertions. Text falling appropriately under more than one heading is shown within brace brackets. CR or
[CR] refers to the co-ordinator, whose entries, compiled from diaries, tapes, notes, recollection, etc., are
within angle brackets.

Comments on the co-ordinator reveal the egalitarian ethos of the classroom environment and the nature of
the relationship between researcher and participants, and help to confirm the frankness of other diary entries.

Much inconsequential matter has been omitted but much has been transcribed, sometimes to exemplify the
level of English of the writer (a factor in the student’s attitudes, needs and perceptions in comparison with
the others in the class), sometimes to avoid too-frequent suspension points, sometimes to illustrate
relationships, but usually to give the precise context of research-relevant extracts.

The extracts for this stage are chronologically ordered within categories of the course components for Other-
Directed Learning (ODL), Affective Dimension Factors (ADF), and Self-Directed Learning (SDL):

ODL Components ADF Components SDL Components
1. Programme 5. Wellbeing 8. Peer Support
2. Materials and Equipment 6. Counselling Consultation 9. Laboratory

3. Composition of Class 7. Outclass Environment 10. Library

4. DODL Elements 11. Projects

(Outclass elements)
12D. Class Diary
12S. Setwork

12F. Freework




Other Directed Learning Components

Ik Programme A.1l

1.1/A9/13 Oct/A.11: “We are going to change the programme of the class, so it will be better.”

1.2/A6/22 Oct/A.11: “{I have suggestion: Is it impossible to give us our homework for example on Monday
for the whole week that everyone could plan his own timetable?}” [Also under heading Setwork]

1.3/A2/24 Oct/A.11: “We disscused about the class and we had to heard that we are not working enough hard.
We changed the time table, in my opinion not to bath [= not too bad].”

1.4/A3/24 Oct/A.11: “We also made a new timetable for the class. We had [a] few discussions about topics
we wanted. That was very interesting and the morning was quickly gone.”

1.5/A4/24 Oct/A.11: “Afterwards we had a big discussion about our homework and the teaching methods in
general. In fact we had a lot to do the whole week. The main problem was my vocabulary list. |
haven’t finished it yet. So I have to do it next week. I have nothing against the teaching methods
and [CR] at all! I only don’t like too many grammar lessons, because | sometimes make so silly
mistakes in my homework that I can’t believe and understand it afterwards. I have to pay more
attention to the details. Next week we have two grammar lessons per day. That may be boring.”

1.6/A6/24 Oct/A.11: “{Then we discussed about a new system for our homework and made a new division of
the morning in four section. I'm glad that we try a new homework-system and I hope it will
work.}” [Also under heading Setwork]

1.7/A10/28 Oct/A.Il: “It was a good idea to divide up the day in fix parts. Refrain [= apart] from the
Language Laboratory wich didn’t work proper, it was a bit annoying, is the new rithem of the day
in every respects quite plesent.”

2. Materials and Equipment A.11

[No extracts were taken under this heading]

3. Composition of Class A.11

[No extracts were taken under this heading]

4. DODL Elements A.11

4.1/CR/13 Oct/A.II: <Very ‘harsh’ class ... no fun and games etc.>

4.2/A1/13 Oct/A.1l: “Today’s leson was a waste of time I think. Of course it helps to repeat grammar and I
know I also need it but we had been talking about that nearly the whole last week.”

4.3/A3/13 Oct/A.11: “We carried on with our school books and spoke about passive forms, prepositions and
relatives. That was quite interesting.”

4.4/A4/13 Oct/A.11: “I should be more interested in punctuation but sometimes it’s really boring.”

4.5/A5/13 Oct/A.I1: “Today we started with passives sentences.... [the remainder of the diary entry is a list of
all the class-activities that took place].... We left the class at 12.30.”

4.6/A8/13 Oct/A.11: “This mornig I learnt a lot in the class.”

4.7/A9/13 Oct/A.11: “Today the class has been very intensive although the grammar was easy for me.”

4.8/A10/13 Oct/A.I1: “This kind of lessons are very good for me!... thorough explanations — that’s the way to
teach me!”

4.9/A11/13 Oct/A.1l: “The grammar lesson was quite interesting. I have a clearer idea about the relative
pronouns. Unfortunately the class was bored: the usual Monday morning syndrome.”

4.10/A12/13 Oct/A.1l: “Today in class we did some reviewing of the passive tense and the adjetival and
relative clauses.”




4.11/A4/14 Oct/A.11: “It’s very difficult and a waste of time to discuss with people without an own opinion.”
[Also under heading Peer Support]

4.12/A5/16 Oct/A.I1: “The last half an hour we relaxed looking a film on the T.V. set, ‘Love at the first
bite’.”

4.13/A4/17 Oct/A.11: “Today we also got our progress report no 1. Embarrassing!!!... I hope we’ll have to
study next week more than the previous one. {I’'m not satisfait to read newspapers and books,
watch TV and talk to the people, I also have to study why you write something this way and why
anything else is wrong, for example.}” [Also under heading Freework]

4.14/A5/20 Oct/A.11: “Then, we had grammar for about half an hour (that was good), studying ‘used to’ and
‘be used to’. I finally realised that you must put a gerundif with ‘be used to’ and not an infinitive as
with ‘used to’. Only [A9] and [A1] did not attend this class because they did perfectly their
homework.”

4.15/CR/21 Oct/A.1l: <Today’s class ... came close to what I had envisaged as the norm for the ‘fluency’
stage: a sound mixture of teaching (test review/listening comp/summary writing) with interactive
pair-work element in the summary, a not-too-serious approach to the listening comp, and a strict ...
enjoinder in the summary. Plus a constructive ‘everyone doing the same thing’ grammar ex’s HW,
with an awareness, by them, of the integrated individualised ‘class-library’ work requirements for
the future. Have yet to see how long marking 13 ‘indiv’ HW’s takes & to get D. Diary feedback on
what I regarded as a successful day.>

4.16/A2/21 Oct/A.11: “The explanation to the ‘test-one” was very good. Then we had to write a synopsis of a
synopsis. {This was a pair work, I worked with [deleted] though I can’t bear her....} listening-
comprehension-work. That’s a good lesson to learn understanding the voice from a tape. We were
very busy all morning, but I think I learned a lot. I didn’t waste my time at all.” [Also under
heading Peer Support]

4.17/A3/21 Oct/A.1I: “We didn’t continue with our video programme. We corrected the first paper from the
exam. | prefer mornings like that. In the evening I really felt that we’ve done something useful.”

4.18/A4/21 Oct/A.1l: “This morning was very interesting. We did some exercises such as a sinopsis of a
sinopsis. We also corrected the first test paper. It was very useful for me to get the information why
my answers were wrong.”

4.19/A5/21 Oct/A.11: “This morning we didn’t do any video project at all. We had a profitable morning and
learnt a lot of things ... we learnt a lot of grammar, vocabulary and frasel [= phrasal] verbs ... a
listening comprehension test.... {Then, in teams, we did a summary of another summary. It is very
difficult to work in groups, when you are alone you make your own decisions and don’t have to
discuss three hours for every single sentence in the text. I suppose this way of working is suggested
knowingly, to make us speak in English.}” [Also under heading Peer Support]

4.20/A6/21 Oct/A.1l: “The grammar exercise we did were more helpfully [than the video project] for me. I
think the work that we now do helps me really to make progress. I hope it at least ....”

4.21/A8/21 Oct/A.1l: “At morning class we are trying a new method to learn. I think it is a good idea.”

4.22/A9/21 Oct/A.II: “I liked the class very much today. It was very changeable with many different things.
We haven’t done the video-project but the things we have done are new and interesting.”

4.23/A10/21 Oct/A.II: “I learnd a lot from todays’ review of the test and I would like to repeat this kind of
exercise. The lesson with the tape-recorder was quite easy to do, nevertheless I think it is necessary
to practise our ears.”

4.24/A11/21 Oct/A.1I1: “Sorry if | came late ... I don’t know what you did before I came, but this morning we
didn’t work hard. We just had a look at the red book worked in team for 15 minutes and spent too
much time on the explanation of the first certificate (fotocopies) and new library.”

4.25/A12/21 Oct/A.1l: “Today the class lecturer [= lesson?] has been very useful. We have revising the
practice test we did last week at home. After that we have done some grammar exercises from the
book and a sinopsis ... in groups of two.”

4.26/A2/22 Oct/A.11: “The listening comprehension exercises were interesting.”

4.27/A3/22 Oct/A.11: “In class we did some comprehension exercises. It is a very good change and useful.”

4.28/A6/22 Oct/A.I1: “I was surprised today that [ could understand the most of the comprehension test ...
it’s a good exercise and it helps me to get security in listening and understanding.”
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4.29/A2/23 Oct/A.11: “It turned out that a lot of us are confiusing with passive and active sentences. We had
a lesson on this. We tried to solve the problem with the ‘root words’. We made a list on the table
board. We didn’t work on the video-project, because it’s more important to solve the grammar
exercises.”

4.30/A4/23 Oct/A.11: “We got a lot of explanation and usefull words to our homework, which is always very
interesting. {While most in our class had a lesson about passive, the rest went to the language
laboratory.} The listening comprehension was OK.” [Also under heading Laboratory]

4.31/A5/23 Oct/A.1l: “... we divided the class. The ‘goodies’ went to the language laboratory to hear some
tapes, and the remaining people had and interesting and very useful class.... it was one of the very
rare classes on which we learnt interesting grammar. We learnt plenty of things ....”

4.32/A11/23 Oct/A.Il: “We did some grammar: the passive and the ‘root words’ ... we corrected the
exercises and [CR] explained on the blackboard the ‘root words’. I found them useful.”

4.33/A11/24 Oct/A.ll: “We corrected the homework and we’re discussing the new timetable for the
classroom. Was a nice relaxing morning and I enjoyed myself.”

4.34/A2/28 Oct/A.1l: “This morning was very hard but usefull. We spent nearly all the time with grammar.
We got the homework back and we talked about the problems which we had for doing it. Another
part was about the conditional forms and how we have to use might, may, must could and so on.”

4.35/A4/28 Oct/A.11: “We got lots and lots of explanation about the conditional. I had to pay attention only
because I didn’t read the sentences in the exercise properly. So it was very boring for me.”

4.36/A5/28 Oct/A.1l: “This morning we did plenty of grammar, correcting the homework exercises. We
learnt a lot of things.”

4.37/A10/28 Oct/A.1I: “The grammar lesson was successful and intense for me today; I hope we’ll carry on
in the same way.”

4.38/A11/28 Oct/A.11: “This morning at last we did a lot of grammar: the conditional sentence and the ‘must
+ have to’. | found the lesson very interesting. [CR] spent all of 3 hours explaining the grammar. It
was one of the best lesson.”

4.39/A1/29 Oct/A.11: “School was very boring but useful.”

4.40/A2/29 Oct/A.11: “We had a look on unit 10 that we can solve these exercises for homework. We did an
exercise in which we have to put the verbs in the correct form and tense. This is quiet difficult....
We spent a lot of time with homework problems that’s very useful.”

4.41/A4/29 Oct/A.11: ... and had too much grammar. {If we discuss the exercises before, they are too easy
to do for homework.}” [Also under heading Setwork]

4.42/A5/29 Oct/A.1l: “Today’s lesson was like yesterday’s. We got on correcting our marked homework and
dealing with articles, ‘ ‘d better’ and ‘should’, and constructions like ‘I had my hair cut’ or ‘they
had their house redecorated’. This week is very short but productive.”

4.43/A8/29 Oct/A.1l: “Today was an intrascendent day. Well, not at all because this morning I learnt a lot of
grammar.”

4.44/A9/29 Oct/A.11: “I’ve gone to class and the programme is the same as a month ago. We’ve only done
grammar and the class has been a bit boring.”

4.45/A10/29 Oct/A.11: “... I'm very satisfied and grateful about this detailed grammar lessons.”

4.46/A11/29 Oct/A.11: “As usual we corrected the homework from unit 9 and [CR] explained the following
grammar: ‘causative have’, and different problems.”

4.47/A2/30 Oct/A.I1: “We had a lesson about the homework exercises. That’s very useful because I had not
as much trouble with my homework and could finish it at all.... The last thing was about listening
comprehension.”

4.48/A3/30 Oct/A.1I: “In class we spoke about the grammar in unit 11. I found it usefull that we write a lot
of verbs with their prepositions down.”

4.49/A4/30 Oct/A.11: “We did grammar the whole morning specially reported speech.”

4.50/A5/30 Oct/A.11: “This morning we did grammar, like all days of this week.”

4.51/A8/30 Oct/A.11: “I’'m learning a lot of grammar the only thing I need now is to put it in practice.”

4.52/A10/30 Oct/A.1l: “I enjoyed the grammer lesson however but I don’t know yet if I understood

everything.”

4.53/A1/31 Oct/A.11: “Then we learned how to play cards, it was good fun.”
4.54/A2/31 Oct/A.11: “We did grammar from Unit 12. It was a quiet normally morning like every day.”
4.55/A4/31 Oct/A.11: “We played cards. That was very relaxing and of course we enjoyed it.”
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4.56/A6/31 Oct/A.II: “After that we learnd how to play card and so we enjoyed us for the last hour with this
game.”

4.57/A9/31 Oct/A.ll: “The class has been very funny. We’ve played cards which has been a great idea
because we’ve learnt more words although I knew most of them because I had played cards
before.”

4.58/A10/31 Oct/A.1I: “I enjoyed the last hour. It was great fun and on the top of it all a very useful lesson,
something for real life.”

4.59/A11/31 Oct/A.Il: “Afterwards we played cards and in the same time we learnt some words. I enjoyed
myself.”

4.60/A12/31 Oct/A.1l: “... the last hour of class, we did something special, we played cards. It was very
funny and interesting.”

Affective Dimension Factor Components

3. Wellbeing A.11

5.1/CR/13 Oct/A.11: <[A9] not participating at all ... she said she was ‘sick of the class’.>

5.2/A9/14 Oct/A.1l: “Today I’ve talked to [CR] about my problem and I am a bit better because I told him
what I felt and what I thought. We were speaking for about a quarter of an hour while the rest of the
class was in the classroom.”

5.3/A8/15 Oct/A.1I: “I like my class. I think I have very good fellows.”

5.4/A8/16 Oct/A.11: “{I like very much Ireland and its people. I think irish people are very kind.} Resolutely,
[ want to live here.” [Also under heading Out-Class Environment]

5.5/A6/17 Oct/A.1l: “Now I’m here since for weeks, but I don’t feel me very happy at school, because I
don’t make any progress.... we waste our time doing a video-project!?!? I’m really disappointed,
because [CR] promised us to talk about our individual programm. But nothing happened yet — !
[Other remarks under heading Projects]

5.6/CR/21 Oct/A.1I: <[A6] has not been pleasable since the start.>
5.7/A8/21 Oct/A.1IL: “Today is a month exactly I’'m here. It is a good anniversary.”

5.8/A4/23 Oct/A.1L: “{... I did homework for nearly four hours again. I didn’t know that I would be able to
do such a lot, but I’'m getting nervous [= upset, agitated?] and that’s very bad for me.}” [Also under
heading Setwork]

5.9/A8/23 Oct/A.11: “I’'m feel disappointed with all. I think my english now is as bad as when I came here....
I’m see me unable to learn english but I don’t know why.”

5.10/CR/24 Oct/A.II: <... got the impression that ‘the hard life of the teacher’ was beginning to strike them
as a bit of a theme of mine — they were all laughing away, and the atmosphere was happy &
relaxed. — Ended on a very happy ‘conversation’ basis ....>

6. Counselling Consultation A.11

6.1/CR/14 Oct/A.1I: <‘Counselling’ session with [A9]: she has a phobia about being a poor student... she had
come to Ireland to make a fresh start in her favourite subject, languages... encouraged her to accept
that criticism was levelled only at the better students who were failing to achieve their potential,
and never at the weaker students who were doing their best. She seemed much happier when we left
it to start the group video project.>
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6.2/CR/24 Oct/A.11: <[A8] approached me after class (I had told everybody to forget English work & have a
good break) saying she had to work to try & keep up. Reassured her, got her a Basic English
Grammar.... is somewhat out of her depth at this level and needs sympathetic guidance.>

7 Out-Class Environment A.1l

7.1/A3/14 Oct/A.II: “In the evening [A6] [A4] and | went to the National Concert Hall. It was an evening
with different compositions from Gershwin and Bernstein. It was magic!”

7.2/A6/14 Oct/A.11: “This evening [A3] [A4] and I didn’t a lot to improve our English, but we did something
for our mind: we went to a concert in the National Concert Hall. It was great!!!”

7.3/A6/15 Oct/A.11: “In the evening I went out with a friend to see a movie ....”

7.4/A9/15 Oct/A.11: “The three of us went to a cinema ... which I liked very much. It was a frightening film
and it was very funny because I was the only one who was screaming in the cinema in which there
were only a few people.”

7.5/A8/16 Oct/A.1l: “{I like very much Ireland and its people. I think irish people are very kind.}” [Also
under heading Wellbeing]

7.6/A3/21 Oct/A.1IL: “In the evening [A6] [A4] and | went to the National Concert Hall for a concert about
the composers Ravel and Mussorgsky.”
7.7/A4/21 Oct/A.11: “Tonight we’re going to a classical concert.”

7.8/A11/22 Oct/A.11: “{I went to the theater ....}”” [Also under heading Setwork]

7.9/A1/23 Oct/A.1l: “... 1 did a lot of studying and ended up in a pub. I drunk far too much and had a few

great conversations.”
7.10/A9/23 Oct/A.1l: “... afterwards we went to the cinema ....”

7.11/A1/24 Oct/A.11: “I was absolutely sick ... so I didn’t go to school.... At night I ended again in a pub but
I didn’t drink any alcohol this time.”

7.12/A2/24 Oct/A.11: “I spent my weekend in Cork. We had great fun. In every Pub was Jazz on, every Pub
was crowded with people. I don’t know how many people went down to Cork. We stayed in big
hous and on Saturday night was a big party on. I was improving my English all the time, because
there were no Germans at all.”

7.13/A3/24 Oct/A.11: “[An Irish friend], [A4], [A6] and I ... going up to Sligo.”

7.14/A11/24 Oct/A.11: “... we had our debs [= attended a special school-leavers’ dance] and we stayed out all
night until eleven the following morning.”

7.15/A9/29 Oct/A.II: “I’ve watched a terror film on T.V. and was screaming all the time. I love this sort of
films but I’'m very frightened.”

7.16/A5/30 Oct/A.11: “In the evening I went to the cinema ....”

7.17/A6/30 Oct/A.1l: “In the evening I went to the cinema .... | was surprised how difficult it was to
understand. I had really a lot of pains.”

7.18/A9/30 Oct/A.1I: “I stayed in town until late so [ killed the time going to a film and seeing some friends

2

7.19/A1/31 Oct/A.11: “At night we went to our pub.”

7.20/A4/31 Oct/A.11: “In the evening I went to a jazz concert.”

7.21/A9/31 Oct/A.1l: “... we dressed up ... We went with the youngest girl of my house to ask for money and
chocolates to the surrounding houses. Then we went to a Fancy Dress in Macs .... | won the second
prize ... | feel very happy.”

7.22/A11/31 Oct/A.1l: “At night we had the ‘Halloween’ Party and I dressed up as turkey. We had a great
fun!”
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Self Directed Learning Components

8. Peer Support A.11

8.1/A4/14 Oct/A.Il: “{It’s very difficult and a waste of time to discuss with people without an own
opinion.}” [Also under heading DODL Elements]

8.2/A2/21 Oct/A.11: “{This was a pair work, I worked with [deleted] though I can’t bear her....}” [Also under
heading DODL Elements]

8.3/A5/21 Oct/A.1l: “{Then, in teams, we did a summary of another summary. It is very difficult to work in
groups, when you are alone you make your own decisions and don’t have to discuss three hours for
every single sentence in the text. I suppose this way of working is suggested knowingly, to make us
speak in English.}” [Also under heading DODL Elements]

8.4/CR/23 Oct/A.11: <Asked [A9] and [A6] to act as tutors for [A10] and [a temporary member of the class]
(when they come to class —!) on the Passives.>

8.5/CR/28 Oct/A.1l: <Wrote a ‘special note’ for [A1] re ‘teaching-assistant’ role with ‘support teams’.>

8.6/CR/29 Oct/A.ll: <Spoke to [Al] today about potential role as ‘teaching-assistant’. Know she feit
flattered to be asked.... it will be interesting to see if the class will accept her in a teaching role....
Will put the idea of ‘support-teams’ to the class tomorrow, for implementation in week one of Stage
[I1 commencing on Monday next. They may vote it down — if so, though negative, it will be a step
towards their evolution as autonomous learners.>

8.7/A1/29 Oct/A.11: “I think the idea of this teaching-assistant isn’t bad but very embarrissing. But I think it
could help everybody.”

8.8/CR/30 Oct/A.1I: <Discussed ‘Support Teams’: nobody enthusiastic but nobody against.>

8.9/A2/30 Oct/A.11: “We divided the class in groubs [= groups]. Each groub has a kind of ‘teacher’, they are
responsible for the questions.”

8.10/A4/30 Oct/A.11: “We also divided our class in four groups. I can’t say anything about the idea we have
to try it first.”

8.11/A6/30 Oct/A.1I: “We also divided the class in supporter groups. I think this is a good idea to try it.”

8.12/A11/30 Oct/A.I1: “[CR] decided to organise us into ‘workgroups’. I was elected as a group leader. I'm
afraid [= worried] that I won’t be able to do it.”

8.13/CR/31 Oct/A.II: <... discussed Support Teams again & ‘introduced’ it by getting them together to play
cards. Seemed to enjoy it (& learnt vocab). Good way to introduce people in each team to idea of
being together in unpressurised context.>

9. Laboratory A.11

9.1/A4/23 Oct/A.Il: “{While most in our class had a lesson about passive, the rest went to the language
laboratory.}” [Also under heading DODL Elements]

9.2/CR/28 Oct/A.ll: <Today: introduced students to their first language-lab ‘free-study’ session (with
supporting list of materials) ....>

9.3/A1/28 Oct/A.1I: “I choose the tape: Lower Advanced Drills, tape 1 and I did Drill 1 and 2. I"d like you
[= to?] use the whole tape.”

9.4/A2/28 Oct/A.11: “We were in the laboratory for 35 minutes, but we didn’t study a lot. It was more how to
handle all the stuff.”

9.5/A3/28 Oct/A.11: “We also went to the language laboratory and tried individual tapes. That is a very good
idea. I like higher standard in listening otherwise I’'m getting bored. These fluency tapes are the
right ones for me.”
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9.6/A4/28 Oct/A.1l: “Between 9 and 10 we had language laboratory. The pauses between the sentences were
so short, I had to speak so fast that it was nearly waste of time. I usually don’t speak that fast.”

9.7/A5/28 Oct/A.11: “We also went to the language laboratory before the coffee break, and this time we did
individual work, according to our personal level.”

9.8/A1/29 Oct/A.11: “In the Lab I used the tape ‘Determiners & Articles’. I tried tape 1 and 4 but I thought
they were no good for me. So I wanted to go on with yesterday’s tape but it was already gone, so |
took Lower Advanced Drills tape 4 (instead of 1).”

9.9/A2/29 Oct/A.11: “I was for ten minutes in the labority. I worked with [stimulus-response drills] ....”

9.10/A4/29 Oct/A.11: “We went to the language laboratory ....”

9.11/A9/29 Oct/A.1I: “It was a long time since I didn’t go to the laboratory and I’ve found this way of doing
it very useful. It’s better because everyone does what they need. I’ve done Phrasal Verbs, which |
find it very difficult.”

9.12/A11/29 Oct/A.11: “In the language laboratory I used the little blu book from lesson 40 to 55.”

9.13/A5/30 Oct/A.Il: “We also went to the language laboratory. Everyone did his specific work. I learnt
expressions (I wrote them down, otherwise I would forget them).”

9.14/A1/31 Oct/A.1I: “I chose the tape ‘Lower Advanced — Fluency in English’ again and did Drill 2/3/4/5.
I’d like to continue that tape.”

9.15/A2/31 Oct/A.1l: “I worked with [stimulus-response drills] for twenti minutes at the labority. I did
exercises 33-38.”

9.16/A4/31 Oct/A.11: “We went to the language laboratory again.”

9.17/A10/31 Oct/A.I1: “The Language Laboratory worked proper today so I had a satisfactory period there.
The training in the L/L is a good way, for me, to practise the spoken Language unless [= if] the
machine work from the beginning.”

9.18/A11/31 Oct/A.1l: “In the language laboratory I listened to the ‘Fluency 1| to 5’ and I found it quite
good.”

10. Library A.11

10.1/CR/17 Oct/A.1l: <Discussed my proposal for ‘class-library’ with [the Director of the institution].
Agreed in principle and practice.... Prepared ‘class library’.>

10.2/A4/20 Oct/A.1L: ... after the break we could choose a book for homework. My book looks nice. |
haven’t done any exercises yet, but I’d like to do the first lesson.”

10.3/A5/20 Oct/A.Il: “We also had a look of [= at] many books and each person chose one to do his
homework. I think it is a good idea to choose yourself which is good for you.”

10.4/A6/20 Oct/A.1l: “The idea with the books is not bad and this evening — after I had done my homework
— 1 felt the first time that I had done something to improve my English.”

10.5/A9/20 Oct/A.11: “I liked the idea of choosing different books.”

10.6/A10/20 Oct/A.II: “The joke with the book’s — The book that I picked up ... was not very useful for me
but I expected nothing more after such a short time for selecting. I hope we have next enough time
to select a right book.”

10.7/A12/20 Oct/A.1l: ... the new program about the ‘Class library’ which I think it’s being very good in
order to practice at home.”

10.8/A9/21 Oct/A.11:"We have available tapes to listen at home which is a very good idea.”
10.9/A12/21 Oct/A.11: “A very good incursion of one of our classmates, said that could be very interesting
the using of tapes at home being something to complement the library class.”

10.10/A6/23 Oct/A.I1: “The class ... was really good. I like to work on myself and so I found it good that I
could go to the laboratory [i.e. for ‘library’ work] to do some individual exercises.”

10.11/A3/24 Oct/A.1I: “In class we could do some homework first. Some students were missing and we
waited for them while we studied.”
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10.12/A5/24 Oct/A.1l: “Today we started doing individual work. Everyone did his homework or whatever
that had to do with English, because there were missing two students, so we couldn’t had a
grammar class.”

11. Projects A.11

11.1/CR/14 Oct/A.I1: <Group video: general outline of ‘functions’ on board — call for volunteers to fill the
roles — handed over to [A12] as ‘producer’. Later advised him to split into 4 groups of 3 — best idea
of the 4 becomes the Project.>

11.2/A2/14 Oct/A.11: “We had to find out or better to decide what kind of film we would like to shoot.... | am
responsible for the film-camera. I am happy with this choise.... We will be shooting outside the
[institution].... We will interview some people.... I like this kind of school, then we sometimes work
outside the class and it’s more interesting insteat of always sitting in the classroom and listen and
listen —”

11.3/A3/14 Oct/A.11: ... started with our video programm. We all decided to produce a film about Dublin. It
is very interesting but also very difficult that it doesn’t become boring. We carry on with this and |
think we’l manage that.”

11.4/A4/14 Oct/A.11: “I think it isn’t a bad idea to make a video. But we shouldn’t use too much time on it.”

11.5/A5/14 Oct/A.1l: “After that we talk about a class ‘video project.... I think everybody’s more or less
happy with his/her job.”

11.6/A6/14 Oct/A.11: “... then we discussed about a video project. Still I’m not so happy about this idea and |
hope this task wouldn’t take a lot of time.”

11.7/A8/14 Oct/A.1l: “The morning class was very funny. Really, I think it’s a good idea to make a video.
It’s funny but it’s hard. It is another new experience in my life.”

11.8/A10/14 Oct/A.11: “I’'m very pleased to produce a Video.”

11.9/A11/14 Oct/A.I1L: “In the morning [the CR] had a nice idea about a new programm for a project video.
[A12] has been voted as a producer, with him we discussed about the title and the outline.
Tomorrow we’ll start working on it.”

11.10/A12/14 Oct/A.11: “Today at class we have been discussing about doing a Video Report and finally
everybody could agree about the primacy of being myself the boss, or what it’s the same, the
‘productor’ of that Video. What a responsability!!”

11.11/CR/15 Oct/A.1l: <Started class off with a ‘suggestion’ [a detailed plan follows].... Left them alone to
get on with it. At 9.30 checked: everybody keen and enthusiastic except [A9]. Reason: ‘boring —
thought it was going to be more practical, e.g. interviewing people’. Pointed out the involvement,
organising ideas, ‘fluency’ element, supportive, etc. elements of the task. She reluctantly agreed to
give it a try. This seems to lie at the root of her ‘educational history’ problem — she doesn’t appear
to like the ‘routine’ or ‘tedious’ elements of learning, even where they are susceptible to personal
adaptation to extract the interest.... The ‘active’ element of interviews suggests perhaps a need to be
obviously ‘doing’ something rather than ‘thinking about’ something — a ‘non-reflective’
temperamental disposition.... she doesn’t, at present, give much evidence of being a self-starter who
needs total self-direction/autonomy [= ISDL]. This may evolve. // 10.15 am: ... observing group
dynamics: very good constant work rapport in three teams, friendly relaxed in [A9]’s group (+ [AS5]
+ [A8]) — are they chatting, working on the task? Will wait until team reports at 10.30. Intervention
necessary: [A9] covertly speaking Spanish to [A12].... // Later: had to ease class in right direction —
surprising lack of initiative.... Had to direct them to dividing up the ‘research’ into manageable
chunks, for one person to deal with ‘x, y, z* in depth, rather than everyone milling around trying to
research everything at once. We tried ‘stills” and voice-overs.... Observed same ‘lethargy’ in [A9] &
[A7] as in ‘grammar’ classes ....>

11.12/A2/15 Oct/A.11: “We tried to find out which parts in Dublin, which buildings just what is interesting to

shoot.”

11.13/A3/15 Oct/A.1I: “... we continued on our video programm. We get separated in four groups and every
group has a diferent subject about Dublin.... It is interesting but also very difficult to find the right
things.”

11.14/A4/15 Oct/A.11: “We only talked about the video. It’s very difficult here to find something out about
industry. I thought they should a statistic or whatever. So I have to try it tomorrow once again.”
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11.15/A5/15 Oct/A.1l: “Today we spent the whole morning in the video project. [The rest of the diary entry
describes everything they did].”

11.16/A7/15 Oct/A.11: “I think that the video film could be very interesting. We can learn new things of the
country and we can compare them with our own country.... I find my obtion a bit difficult, but 1
hope we are going to find a lot of information.”

11.17/A8/15 Oct/A.11: “I think the idea of the video is a great idea ....”

11.18/A9/15 Oct/A.1I: “Today has been a very excited day in one way. At the beginning we had a little
argument because | thought that the video project and the way of doing it was very boring but our
part was education in Dublin and .... It was successful. They were very charmy and pleased to help
us.”

11.19/A10/15 Oct/A.Il: “I’'m not completely agree .... The project today is suddenly very different. This
project is not now our choice, it is [CR]’s ‘intervention’ but — it is acceptable — go ahead!”

11.20/A11/15 Oct/A.1I: “Today we began to divide the video’s work in different groups: business, history,
fretime of the Dublin city. I work in the history of Dublin’s group.”

11.21/A12/15 Oct/A.11: “Today we had been working with the Video-report as yesterday and now we are
ready for the research. Everybody is working hard and I think it will be a good Video-report.”

11.22/CR/16 Oct/A.1l: <Despite lack of initial enthusiasm by a few, the Video Project off to a reasonably
good start. [A12] seems to be doing a good job as producer.>

11.23/A1/16 Oct/A.1I: “First I didn’t like the idea of the video-project at all but now it seems to be great
fun.”

11.24/A2/16 Oct/A.11: “I am a little bit afraid about the lesson in school, because I should or I must learn
grammar then a big part in the examination would be grammar and I am not very good. It doesn’t
mean | don’t like what we are doing now, but I can imagine it’s not enough for me to pass the
examination.”

11.25/A4/16 Oct/A.11: “Then we had to look for more information about buisiness and industry in Dublin. In
[deleted] they knew nothing, in [deleted] they gave us lots of adresses but no information and they
send us to [deleted]. The people there knew nothing once again.... In the afternoon I went to some
bookshops but I didn’t find anything. In the evening I asked [deleted] and he could give me a very
few answers. So I have to try it tomorrow once again. But slowly I have enough of this topic.”

11.26/A5/16 Oct/A.ll: “As we did yesterday, today we spent the whole morning working in the video
Project.... [There follows a full description of everything they did.] We saw ourselves on the T.V., it
was funny.”

11.27/A6/16 Oct/A.11: “Today we continued with our work on the video. [A11] and I went to some places to
ask for the permission to film.”

11.28/A9/16 Oct/A.11: “Today we have started doing practical English in the sense that we have filmed with

the video in class. It has been very funny because no one wanted to be interviewed .... I didn’t go to
Trinity to ask for permission to film next week because I think it’s the hardest work to do it on my
own.”

11.29/A10/16 Oct/A.11: “In the morning I went whit [A1] in the National museum to ask for the permission
to film — it was quite interesting. I think we make an good job.”

11.30/A11/16 Oct/A.1I: “A lot of work!... I walked ... to Christ Church Cathedral. I spoke with the priste, he
agreed to our shooting of the video in the Church. After I went to the City Hall and Dublin Castel;
no problem ... quite exhausted, I rushed to the Bank of Ireland. There I asked ... and I talked with
someone in charge who told me: ‘No problem ...." As a last building 1 went to [deleted] where 1
found disorganised people.”

11.31/A12/16 Oct/A.11: “Today has been a very amousing day because everybody went out looking for their
information. After that, we have been using the Video and the VCR to practice for the next week.”

11.32/CR/17 Oct/A.II: <The video project seems to be a bit chaotic but hope will settle down on Monday.>

11.33/A4/17 Oct/A.11: “Today we had to work on our video again. [A7] and I went to the [deleted], [deleted]
and at least [= finally] to [deleted] where we got a lot of lecture for the first time since we had been
working on that project. I don’t say it’s a waste of time. but I’d prefer to study grammar and that
disliked language laboratory.”

11.34/A5/17 Oct/A.11: “We started filming today. We prepared the things we needed in class and then went
to the National Museum, where there was a girl waiting for us, an archeologist. We interviewed her
and filmed some old Irish jewellery. After than [= that] we went back to class and put the video in
the T.V. set in order to see how it was, but we realised that there was no sound!”

11.35/A6/17 Oct/A.11: “I know I’m very bad in grammar and tense, but how can I manage to get better, if we
do so few exercises and if we waste our time doing a video-project!?!?”
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11.36/A10/17 Oct/A.11: “Today we worked on our video project again.”

11.37/A11/17 Oct/A.1l: “In the morning nothing it worked. The batteries for the camera were gone, we
couldn’t shooting. We hadn’t enough information about the education and the businness part of the
Dublin city.”

11.38/CR/20 Oct/A.II: <Checked with class — [A6] said video project ‘a complete waste of time’. Others
seemed (unresponsive) neutral. Except (surprise!) [A9] who said she now felt very positive towards
it! Evident that some think they get enough ‘survival’ practice outside [the institution] & want
classes to be more structured.>

11.39/A3/20 Oct/A.11: “I think that video is a very good idea but it takes too long now. We probably won’t
be finished by the end of this week. So I would find it better we don’t waste our short time and
continue with the ‘normal’ school programme.”

11.40/A6/20 Oct/A.11: “Today we did our first interview, but unfortunately there was no sound. This is really
a pity because the woman in the National Museum spoke very well and she explained us a lot of
interesting things.”

11.41/A9/20 Oct/A.11: “... we started filming in the National Museum.”

11.42/A10/20 Oct/A.11: “The morning was just frustraiting! Our video-projecte isn’t very pleasing — specialy
not after that annoying mishap this morning. I hope it will be better tomorrow!”

11.43/A11/20 Oct/A.II: “I’'m beginning to believe that our video masterpiece is starting to flop. I supposed
that it was much more interesting until now. I think it is a little bit difficult to organise the work for
our team.”

11.44/A12/20 Oct/A.11: “Today has been the first day in filming.... first interview in the National Museum ...
with an arqueologist in the most important section ....”

11.45/CR/21 Oct/A.1l: <... [A6]’s remark yesterday ... ‘I want to be taught how to improve my grammar and
so on’ and others, despite being given quite specific ‘research’ tasks — and having been told that
only a certain number of students could be actively involved in the mechanics of filming interviews
etc. — said they ‘didn’t know what to do’ or ‘didn’t have anything to do’ while the others were out
filming.... // {... rethink on the advisability of introducing the video in Stage II rather than, as
originally conceived, in Stage I1I; the affective dimensions of the students; maintaining morale etc.;
accomplishing, in addition, the ‘language’ tasks necessary, in a short three-month course, to ensure
that an FCE syllabus has been covered. Decision therefore: put video in abeyance.... review HW
tests ... get some interactive ‘relating’ in pairs/groups .... do the scheduled ‘listening comp’....
photocopy and show them the ‘reasons for failure’.... Got a sense of ‘we’re having to work very
hard this morning’....}> [Also under heading Administration Notes|

11.46/A6/21 Oct/A.11: “I was glad that we didn’t continue with our video project. The grammar exercise we
did were more helpfully for me.”

11.47/A5/22 Oct/A.11: “It’s better to combine video-project with other things during the morning, otherwise,
spending the whole morning with the video-project, we don’t learn much.”

11.48/A10/22 Oct/A.II: “As soon as possible I think we should put an end to our Film. In my opinion the
project was faild by to much engineering breakdown’s. In my general view the Film was a waste of
time because we had to often nothing to do.”

11.49/A11/22 Oct/A.1l: “I’m not happy with the video. I'd prefer to leave it because there is no
organisation!”

12. Out-Class Study and Work A.11

12D. Out-Class Daily Diary A.II

12D.1/A10/30 Oct/A.1I: “I know that thise Diaries are important for [CR] and I understand the sense as well
as the reason but you should know, that this is the most disagreeable work for me.”

12S. Out-Class Setwork A.Il

28



12S.1/A4/14 Oct/A.11: “Sometimes | hate homework — it depends on the work we have to do.”

12S.2/A3/20 Oct/A.11: “I enjoyed doing my homework. Never mind, I didn’t know what I had to do with my
exercises, but [ probably find it out next time.”

12S.3/A4/20 Oct/A.11: “I’ve been doing — I hope the tense is right — homework for nearly four hours and I
haven’t finished yet. When I switch off the light, I can say, today, I really did something!!”

12S.4/CR/21 Oct/A.11: <Feedback on the Class Library individualised HW was: negative — too difficult (but
learnt s/t), positive — very good, helped me a lot etc. Hope this can be maintained.>

12S.5/A1/21 Oct/A.11: “Yesterday’s homework was very difficult, but it’s very good for my English. I think
it’s a good idea to chose a book for homework.”

12S.6/A2/21 Oct/A.1l: “It took me more than three hours to do my home-work today. Some days we hadn’t
homework at all and then suddenly as much as we never had before, and without any explanations
[= homework preparation in class]. For instance: This ‘passive-active’ exercises were terrible
difficult, I hope not for me only.”

12S.7/A5/21 Oct/A.11: “After that, we commented our homework books. It’s a good idea to have the book
you’ve selected, which fits you better. It isn’t good that everybody in class had the same homework,
because there is always someone whom it is too easy or too difficult.”

12S.8/A11/21 Oct/A.11: “For one hour more I trayed to do my homework which were long enough.”

12S.9/A2/22 Oct/A.1I: “It’s stuped to do so much home-work, because | can’t remember during the las
exercise what I have done in the first one. I am learning not a lot, exept handwriting.”

12S.10/A3/22 Oct/A.11: “As homework we get much and I would like to say that it was too much. I like it to
learn English but if I have to sit about four hours or more for the homework for one day, that’s too
much!”

12S.11/A4/22 Oct/A.11: ... | had to do homework, lots and lots and lots — It was too much! I was sitting in
front of the radiator with a blanket around me and was still frozen. I couldn’t do all my homework
because [ was so tired and felt ill. So I have to do it tomorrow afternoon.”

12S.12/A6/22 Oct/A.11: “{1 have suggestion: Is it impossible to give us our homework for example on
Monday for the whole week that everyone could plan his own timetable?}” [Also under heading
Programme]

12S.13/A8/22 Oct/A.11: “Today I have a lot of homeworks. It’s horrible!”

12S.14/A10/22 Oct/A.1l: “The homwork was much to much! We have no time left to learn this exercises
really and this can not be the sens of homwork.”

12S.15/A11/22 Oct/A.11: “Too much homework! I couldn’t finish them.... {I went to the theater ....}” [Also
under heading Out-Class Environment]

12S.16/CR/23 Oct/A.1l: <... HW assignment ... some enormous protests ... omit any ex. they felt they “didn’t
need’.... [A11] wanted pre-teaching, as we had before — !>

12S.17/A3/23 Oct/A.1L: “... took the bus home to start my homework. It was a lot and took me nearly four
hours!”

12S.18/A4/23 Oct/A.11: “{... I did homework for nearly four hours again. I didn’t know that I would be able
to do such a lot, but I’'m getting nervous [= upset, agitated?] and that’s very bad for me.}” [Also
under heading Wellbeing]

12S.19/A6/23 Oct/A.11: “I think we have to discuss about the homework. I mean there is no sense to give so
much homework; less would be more essential.”

12S.20/A12/23 Oct/A.I1: “During the last few days the class program has been changing in different ways.
Consequently, I’'m thinking about that program and I’ve got some ideas I would like to coment. We
have been doing homework everyday for about four hours ... I don’t want to say that that is too
much because | came here knowing that I would have to work a lot. But there are some points in
which I don’t agree. I think that doing homework without any previous explanation class it’s a little
bit ridiculous or at least make no sense for me. Because I know that we have to work a lot but I
think that this work has to be more productive. If we would have had a previous class before the
exercises (and I think that everybody — without any excepcion — need it) we will be able to do it
understanding much better what we are doing and then after the corrections (that I think that for the
teacher would be easier as well), we could have a reviewing class to aclare all that problems that for
any other reason hasn’t been understood well. In this way, we probably will enjoy the class better....
I’m not sure if that explanation will be useful or will be just an student opinion but I'm sure that
will not be something without resonance.”
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12S.21/CR/24 Oct/A.1l: <{Finalised by drawing up a new schedule of grammar pre-teaching (told them this
was reverting to a Stage I schedule) in prep. for HW. Only [A9] was strongly against this on
grounds that it would be exactly as it was: ‘boring & unnecessary grammar classes’. [A6] and [A4]
not too keen on it either, but [A6] admitted she ‘needed the grammar’. She suggested letting the
‘not needed’ people ‘do their own thing” — I agreed, subject to class cohesion being maintained....
Had misjudged the time it would take for HWs (had failed to appreciate that some of the
‘instructions/examples’ — which I hadn’t bothered to read — were very confusing .... Frankly
admitted all this this morning ....}> [Also under heading Administration Notes]

12S.22/A3/24 Oct/A.1l: “... we had a discussion about the homework. That was necessary I think. I
understood why I had to do homework for about four hours after [CR]’s explanations.”

12S.23/A5/24 Oct/A.1l: “I can’t understand why we always have so little homework or not homework at all
(as last week), and suddenly we have loads of it to do, and then, when the weekend (with an extra
holiday day) arrives, we don’t have homework at all. After the coffee-break we had a discussion
about the homework ....”

12S.24/A6/24 Oct/A.Il: “{Then we discussed about a new system for our homework and made a new
division of the morning in four section. I’'m glad that we try a new homework-system and I hope it
will work.}” [Also under heading Programme]

12S.25/A4/29 Oct/A.11: “{If we discuss the exercises before, they are too easy to do for homework.}” [Also
under heading DODL Elements]

12S.26/A6/29 Oct/A.11: ““I find the system of our homework is better now.”

128.27/A10/29 Oct/A.1l: “I’m very pleased as well about the little homwork today so I’'m able to do over
again the grammar-work from todays class.”

12S.28/A4/30 Oct/A.II: “In the afternoon and evening I did homework for about four hours and didn’t finish
all, unfortunately.”

12F. Out-Class Freework A.ll

12F.1/A11/13 Oct/A.11: “In the afternoon I learned some words and washed my clothes. After I timed myself
doing the first exercise for the practise for the exame. Wasn’t an exciting day!”

12F.2/A3/15 Oct/A.1l: “In the afternoon [A4] and I went into a library and had a look around. We found
some book but we didn’t have enough time to write down all what we need.”

12F.3/A11/15 Oct/A.1l: “In the afternoon [for the video project] I looked up in some books about Trinity
College, Dublin Castle, I found a lot of about them, but not to much about Guinness’s Brewery.”

12F.4/A4/17 Oct/A.11: “{I’m not satisfait to read newspapers and books, watch TV and talk to the people, I
also have to study why you write something this way and why anything else is wrong, for
example.}” [Also under heading DODL Elements]

12F.5/A3/21 Oct/A.1l: “Back at home I listened to [a coursebook tape] but I really get bored.”

12F.6/A5/21 Oct/A.1l: “After that I will read a little of my book in English (in fact, it’s work because I
underline every word I don’t understand and look it up in the dictionary. When the word appears
many times | manage to learn it). It is difficult to learn single words or verbs, but when they’re in
sentences it’s easier to learn them.”

12F.7/A11/21 Oct/A.II: “In the afternoon I listened to the tape for about one hour.”

12F.8/A9/22 Oct/A.11: “I haven’t gone to class and I’'m repented because that means that I’ll have another
‘speech’ tomorrow with [CR]. I’ve been doing different things like studying and doing exercises
and reading ‘Animal Farm’ which I bought last week.... I’ve been speaking English all the day. I
saw a film on T.V.”

12F.9/A8/24 Oct/A.11: “Saturday morning I was reading a wonderful book. It is just the kind of book I really
need because it’s based on basic english grammar.”

12F.10/A5/28 Oct/A.I1: “This night, like every night, I’ll read for about 3/4h [= 45 minutes] in English.”
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12F.11/A1/30 Oct/A.11: *... and studied for four hours.”

Notae

13 Unclassified Entries A.11

13.1/A9/13 Oct/A.1l: “I didn’t answer any question to demonstrate that people in class is very passive and
they don’t participate. We are always the same who answer the questions.”

13.2/A4/14 Oct/A.11: “In Switzerland the teachers are less considerate for people who are too late... when we
missed school they never took any consideration for anybody. So you always knew what to do
afterwards.”

13.3/A8/20 Oct/A.I1: “I hate that there are so many spanish at the [institution].”

13.4/A6/31 Oct/A.11: “I’'m lucky that I can do now an exam, because when | have aim I can work better. So |
think I will try to do the Advanced of the Pitman’s-exams.”

14. Administration Notes A.11

14.1/CR/16 Oct/A.1l: <The marking, recording, etc. is ... impossible to do ... during class-time — the
students, despite individual tasks, need constant attention. Every night ... to keep up with the
‘admin’ >

14.2/CR/21 Oct/A.1l: <... [CR under time pressures to] conduct 4-hour classes, correct all the HW’s, plan
ahead, keep up with the admin. of materials, cater for machine-failures, counsel the students,
maintain meticulous records, write up (as in this diary), follow a course of lectures, with associated
reading, exercises etc., background research,... fulfil the functions of [a post of responsibility], etc.
etc. // {... rethink on the advisability of introducing the video in Stage II rather than, as originally
conceived, in Stage III; the affective dimensions of the students; maintaining morale etc.;
accomplishing, in addition, the ‘language’ tasks necessary, in a short three-month course, to ensure
that an FCE syllabus has been covered. Decision therefore: put video in abeyance.... review HW
tests ... get some interactive ‘relating’ in pairs/groups .... do the scheduled ‘listening comp’....
photocopy and show them the ‘reasons for failure’.... Got a sense of ‘we’re having to work very
hard this morning’....}> [Also under heading Projects]

14.3/CR/22 Oct/A.ll: <[re time constraints] ... 7 hours virtually non-stop to mark 13 separate
‘individualised” Homeworks. [plus] 4 hours teaching = 11 hours.... When time allows will try to
plan a ‘marking schedule’ which is 100% feedback and realistically achievable, for Phase 111.>

14.4/CR/23 Oct/A.11: <Four hours marking ....>

14.5/CR/24 Oct/A.1l: <{Finalised by drawing up a new schedule of grammar pre-teaching (told them this
was reverting to a Stage | schedule) in prep. for HW. Only [A9] was strongly against this on
grounds that it would be exactly as it was: ‘boring & unnecessary grammar classes’. [A6] and [A4]
not too keen on it either, but [A6] admitted she ‘needed the grammar’. She suggested letting the
‘not needed’ people ‘do their own thing’ — I agreed, subject to class cohesion being maintained....
Had misjudged the time it would take for HWs (had failed to appreciate that some of the
‘instructions/examples’ — which I hadn’t bothered to read — were very confusing .... Frankly
admitted all this this morning ....}> [Also under heading Setwork]
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14.6/CR/31 Oct/A.ll: <... the shortness of this course, coupled with the experiment, has reduced the
‘communicative fun’ element ... find a way to introduce it in Stage I11.>
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APPENDIX D-A il

CATEGORISED DIARY EXTRACTS: COURSE A STAGE 11l (3 NOVEMBER - 15 DECEMBER)

NOTES

All text within double inverted commas, except text within square brackets, is direct transcription from the
original sources. Suspension points indicate gaps in the transcription. Double inverted commas in the
originals have been replaced by single, and original suspension points have been replaced by line-dashes;
paragraphing is not normally observed, but where necessary to the meaning is indicated by indentation or by
the symbol ‘//’; no other changes have been made to punctuation. Personal names have been coded within
square brackets. Similarly, square brackets enclose research addenda: notes, comments, clarifications, or
insertions. Text falling appropriately under more than one heading is shown within brace brackets. CR or
[CR] refers to the co-ordinator, whose entries, compiled from diaries, tapes, notes, recollection, etc., are
within angle brackets.

Comments on the co-ordinator reveal the egalitarian ethos of the classroom environment and the nature of
the relationship between researcher and participants, and help to confirm the frankness of other diary entries.

Much inconsequential matter has been omitted but much has been transcribed, sometimes to exemplify the
level of English of the writer (a factor in the student’s attitudes, needs and perceptions in comparison with
the others in the class), sometimes to avoid too-frequent suspension points, sometimes to illustrate
relationships, but usually to give the precise context of research-relevant extracts.

The extracts for this stage are chronologically ordered within categories of the course components for Other-
Directed Learning (ODL), Affective Dimension Factors (ADF), and Self-Directed Learning (SDL):

ODL Components ADF Components SDL Components
1. Programme 5. Wellbeing 8. Peer Support
2. Materials and Equipment 6. Counselling Consultation 9. Laboratory

3. Composition of Class 7. Outclass Environment 10. Library

4. DODL Elements 11. Projects

(Outclass elements)
12D. Class Diary
12S. Setwork

12F. Freework
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Other Directed Learning Components

I, Programme A.11l

1.1/CR/3 Nov/A.Ill: <[A6] had asked ‘why are we always changing the system’. Had to point out that we
were [= had been] forced, because the class wasn’t up to anything else, and by popular demand, to
revert to a Stage | ‘grammar-teaching’ mode, but that now it was time — as previously agreed — to
go on to Stage I11. Going to have the most **** awful time with this. [A12]’s ‘cut the dispute & tell
them what to do’ approach is counter-democratic & ultimately counter-productive where goodwill
is an essential feature of the enterprise. I can’t actually force people to make a go of ‘taughtonomy’,
and since most of their natural bents (and ‘needs’ as they see them) are for straight talk-and-chalk,
it will depend very much on their coming to see it, for themselves, as a ‘partnership’ learning
experience. Interesting that the same resistance was evident in the Pilot Project, even from those
who paid lip-service to the autonomy concept. [Then follows an outline of the programme.]>

1.2/A1/3 Nov/A.111: “We started the new phase. What I like about it is: if it’s a little problem and individual,
the new phase is quite good for not wasting time. And one doesn’t have to listen to grammar-
classes one has heard already a few times. So one can concentrate on things which are more
necessary and useful. What I don’t like about it is the fact that I have a big responsibility. I’'m really
afraid of making a mistake. And the other thing is I feel heavy if I’'m not able to explain something
clearly. But I think it’s rather difficult to find a compromis.”

1.3/A2/3 Nov/A.Ill: “We change each week the programmes since | am here and it took us almost every
monday for learning the new system. We have still the same problems like in the beginning. That’s
the differences among the best and the worst students. You canot find a solution which is for all of
us brillant. There is no need to discuss every week the same problems. Everybody has the same aim
— pass the examination. We need a teacher who brings us surely to this aim. It doesn’t matter on
which way or if it’s sometimes boring for some of us. But this way must follow on a scheme. It
seems to be sometimes a big disorganisation. I am afraid about this, then in six weeks we will be
arrived on the death line.”

1.4/A4/3 Nov/A.Ill: “We organised our class in different groups. I think the idea to study independently is
good. It’s only the feeling of waste of time and money to stay in school, that means I also could stay
at home and do my homework. I like to study that way and I can do that but other people hate it. In
my opinion it was a mistake not to divide the class at least one month ago. We are too many people
in our class with too different personalities.”

1.5/A5/3 Nov/A.Ill: “I don’t mind to be a guinea pig an try a new education programme, but we are
changing things every week and I get confused .... So that I think we could do for example, is: in
the morning (early) you explain to us grammar ... then we do the exercises ... (working individually
or in pairs, but not in groups because is too confusing) ....”

1.6/A6/3 Nov/A.lll: “Another thing that seems to me very bad is changing the system every week. This is
really awful. Hardly you are familiar with a method you have to practise another. I mean I know
that I’'m in a experiment class, but what I think is, that you try too many different things. And in my
opinion we can’t make any progress on this way. I feel me really bad, because after this morning I
think that my sojourn here is a waste of money and time. I mean I’d like individual work, but if |
work all the morning myself and at the end the most of my work won’t be corrected then I have
really to ask me why I don’t stay in Switzerland and study a grammar book. Really, I don’t mind to
work alone all the morning but then [ wish that you at least correct my work.”

1.7/A9/3 Nov/A.III: “I’'m very disappointed with this class. I feel every time worse. I don’t like the changes
of the programme at the beginning of every week. I think it would be better if the teacher said that
we are going to do what he wants and everybody does what he says otherwise it will happen what is
happening now. Truely I feel now indiferent and I think I’m not going to make an opinion. We are
thirteen people in the class and it’s very difficult to agreed everyone. And another thing that I,
personally, don’t like or hate better is that the teacher is always comparing the different levels of the
class and mostly the highest levels which [ don’t wish to mention it. It’s a good idea to ask students
their opinions but in this class is completely impossible. We’ve started many different programmes
and haven’t finished anyone and I feel very sorry for the teacher and the other students who feel as I
do.”

1.8/A10/3 Nov/A.Ill: “In my opinion this method would be a good way for me to improve and better my
weak points. I'm well accustomed to working independently and therefor I think I wouldn’t have
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any problems, but I have some hesitations. The problem is that the majority of my schoolmates just
left school and therefor they may be not accustomed to working in this way, but now I need the help
of some other students for this way of work. If the majority is not able or not willing to handel wiht
independence we have to find an other way — quickly! I’m in favour in carring on, on the one hand
because it’s a good way for me to improve, (I’m a bit selfish!) and on the other hand because it’s
very ‘unpleasand’ to waste the little and expensive time we have with hunting for ‘better’
methods.”

1.9/A11/3 Nov/A.IlI: “Unfortunally I don’t like that every week [CR] changes the organisation of the class. I

1.

would prefer to have a logical programm to follow.... I desagree with the new programm. I prefer
the [CR]’s explanation for the grammar.... I know that it is difficult to organise the class because
there are a lot of levels within it. But I would prefer to continue working as we did last week [i.e.
with taught and/or directed classes].” [See also under heading Peer Support]

10/A12/3 Nov/A.IlI: “Sometimes we don’t understand very well because the program is changing so much
every week and that is probably the reason why we are confused.... The only problem I see is that
because I have never experimented with [= experienced?] this kind of ideas, I don’t know exactly if
it will work because probably the next week will be different as this one. I really don’t mind to
change the program week per week but the only important thing for me is to do something useful in
order to pass the exam. I know the teacher have got a lot of experience in this themes a long the
different years of teaching but as I said I really want to learn and do something useful for the
exam.”

—

11/A3/4 Nov/A.1lIl: “This morning we spent a lot of time to work individual in our support group and
discussed about our 3™ stage in the experimental programme. I don’t feel happy about our system. I
could also stay at home, sleep till ten o’clock and do the same work in less time in a peaceful
atmosphere. To do HW in class is really a waste of time and a waste of money. Our time till the
FCE is too short to do this. There are not months left, there are just weeks left! I feel terrible when 1
think at the exam. I came to this [institution] to improve my writing and learn a lot of grammar.
Actually I wanted to do a good exam, but forget about that!!! Our English is not good enough to do
individual work. We all still need a lot of feed back from a teacher. This experiment might be good
for students with a higher level. But we all have lots of problems to have sorted out. I know it is
difficult to teach so many students with different levels. But I prefer the ordinary kind of teaching:
grammar on the blackboard, reading, discussions and exercises for HW. I don’t mind to hear a
grammar point several times. Everybody discovers something he didn’t know before or he wasn’t
100% sure. It is still better than to go home with the feeling to have done nothing in class.... I know
[CR] it is not your fault, not at all. You also get tolled what you have to do in this experimental
programme. But say me: can’t they see that our level is not high enough for this experiment?
Probably after the exam. And we lost three months.”

.12/A1/4 Nov/A.1lI: “The new programme seemed to be quite reasonable.”
.13/A2/4 Nov/A.111: “We continued with groub [= group] works. I am beginning to like this new system.”
.14/A10/4 Nov/A.111: “I feel quite well in this way of class.”

p—

p—

'

—

-

.15/A1/5 Nov/A.Ill: “The new programme seems to be quite good, the only thing I’'m missing is [CR]

marking the free style exercises.”

.16/A2/5 Nov/A.III: “We received a new programme for the last 6 weeks. It seems to be very good — well

done [CR].”

.17/A3/5 Nov/A.IIl: “Later on we got a list about our programme stage III. I feel better now because I

know what we will do the next weeks. I hope that we can follow this list ....”

.18/A6/5 Nov/A.IIL: “I feel me happier now, because we have now a system that seems to be quite good.

It’s a good idea that we have every week a dictation and listening summary for the preparation for
the Pitman exams. I [am] also happy that your programm include reading texts. Another good thing
is that we have now a timetable for our homework. The only thing that I can hope at last is that this
system really works.”

.19/A7/5 Nov/A.I11: “I was surprised ... when [CR] said that we were going to change the class method for

this week. I was quite happy with last week’s method, but I thought I could try the new one.”
[Continued under heading DODL Elements]

1.20/A8/5 Nov/A.III: “The class was nice today. Now we have a programme to follow so everybody knows

what to do every day. I like the learning assignments. This morning I chose twenty activities among
fourty. It is very interesting.”
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1.21/A12/5 Nov/A.I1I: I have to say that I like the program and at the same time gives confidence for all
that people that were not sure what would happen the following week. And I’m happy too because
we won’t probably have as [many] fights as before and the classes will be more relaxing.”

1.22/A6/6 Nov/A.11I: “... for the moment I’m very satisfied with our work.”

1.23/A7/6 Nov/A.IlI: “I’m happy with the programme [CR] made for the class. I think this programme has
nearly all the points we have to cover for both exams and it expect not to be boring.”

1.24/A10/6 Nov/A.I11: “The new programm is o.k. for me.”

1.25/A4/7 Nov/A.I1: “In general I don’t feel bad about the previous week.”
1.26/A12/7 Nov/A.I1I: “I’m enjoying the new program and I think it’s a good idea.”

1.27/A3/10 Nov/A.I11: “I enjoy this stage 11l and think I learn a lot.”

1.28/A7/10 Nov/A.IIL: “I’m happy with the new method. I think this method gives the opportunity to work
to the person who wants to work and it covers most of the individual points in which we have
problems. 1 don’t think it is a waste of time. {The only dubt I have is about the language
laboratory.}” [Continued under heading Laboratory]

1.29/A2/12 Nov/A.I11: “It was exactly the same like the day before.”

1.30/A9/17 Nov/A.IlL: “I’'m very happy with the class although there are things that I don’t like yet. We’ve
done a lot of work on our own but it was successful.”

1.31/A9/18 Nov/A.III: “I’m glad with the class although the programme is the same everyday. I prefered this
way ....” [Continued under heading Library]

1.32/A1/19 Nov/A.III: “I think the new program is actually quite good, especially the 12.00 to 1.00 lesson.”

1.33/A7/20 Nov/A.III: “I can’t find anything wrong in the class to tell [CR]. I think that the programme we
are following now suits us quite well.”
1.34/A12/20 Nov/A.I11: “I’'m enjoying the new program very much.”

1.35/A6/27 Nov/A.I11: “I would be happy if I could do the exercises in the blue book the next week and not
in two weeks, because this is a bit useless for me. Then my first exam is on December 8" and 1
would like to practise the grammar exercises before and not after the exams.”

1.36/A12/1 Dec/A.111: “Today we have changed the timetable a bit in order to give a good explanation of the
homework we did on (the) weekend. So instead of doing the homework revision at nine o’clock we
change it back to twelve o’clock. [CR] decided to do this change because he considered that it
would need an special class. In my opinion he was right because I did a very bad homework. I
didn’t understand it so it was very good for me to have an special class. And even having the class |
still have some problems that I hope to ask them again to [CR].”

1.37/A10/2 Dec/A.111: “In general I’'m happy with the, in my opinion, well working class system.”

1.38/A11/4 Dec/A.l1I: “I enjoy myself during the class.”

1.39/A11/8 Dec/A.IIL: “... 1 enjoyed myself during the classtime with all my friends and with [CR] who
taught us a lot of useful things sometimes as boring as grammar, sometimes as funny as one of the
last lesson with the verb ‘to wish’.”

2 Materials and Equipment A.111

[No extracts were taken under this heading]
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3 Composition of Class A.111

[No extracts were taken under this heading]

4. DODL Elements A.111

4.1/A5/3 Nov/A.lll: “{Today we started ... working alone.... I prefer you teaching grammar on the
blackboard, and the days we did that I learnt much more.}” [Also under heading Library]

4.2/A11/3 Nov/A.Ill: “{l desagree with the new programm. I prefer the [CR]’s explanation for the
grammar.... | would prefer to continue working as we did last week.}” [Also under heading
Programme]

4.3/A2/4 Nov/A.lll: “Very interesting was the lesson about ‘Pitmans’ .... Most of us will do one of the
‘Pitmans’ examination that’s a good reason to practise dictations.”

4.4/A3/4 Nov/A.1l1: “I really like the progress list. It tells me exactly where I have to restudy. It also means a
lot of work for the teacher because he has to analise every single HW from every student.... We also
spoke about the different levels in the Pitman exam and studied two [examination] papers.”

4.5/A4/4 Nov/A.111: “We did the exercises to unit 13 very fast. But I prefer this way to do them. Afterwards
we got some papers from the Pitman exam and we did two dictations and one summary. I found the
whole exam quite easy .... This morning was much better than yesterday.”

4.6/A5/4 Nov/A.1ll: “After that, we had a look to Pitman’s examinations, did some exercises and talked
about it.”

4.7/A6/4 Nov/A.1l1: “After that [= two hours’ individual work] we did two Pitman-exams to find out which
grade we should take. I can’t say a lot about this morning. I wasn’t very happy with the situation,
but I don’t want say more, because I suppose that we will change this system a bit.”

4.8/A8/4 Nov/A.lIII: “Today the work in the class was a bit better than yesterday.”

4.9/A9/4 Nov/A.lll: “Today we’ve done different things in class like practising for the Pitman examinations
and grammar in class. At least we’ve done something interesting.”

4.10/A10/4 Nov/A.11L: “I would like to do some tests like the ‘Pitmans’ from time to time — individually or
in class.”

4.11/A11/4 Nov/A.IlI: “[CR] brought us an example of the Pitman examination. I found the dictation quite
easy but the aural part was much more difficult as a it depent on memory work. At about 1143 1 left
the class.”

4.12/A3/5 Nov/A.I1I: “We spoke about the summary writing and tried it in class on an exercise.”
4.13/A4/5 Nov/A.llI: “Afterwards we did the exercises we did for homework.... Before lunch we learnt how
to write a summary, which is very important for us.”

4.14/A5/5 Nov/A.11I: “... and summarised a summary of Hamlet, which was a very useful thing to do. I also
appreciated [the] exercise (to listen carefully a text and to remember it, then, to write a summary
about it).”

4.15/A7/5 Nov/A.IlI: “I know that for some people grammar lesson are very boring and they might know
them, but they are in class for being given them, if not we can ask them: ‘What do you come to
class for?” ‘Why do you come to class instead of going for a walk?’ I don’t think they have a good
answer for it.”

4.16/A11/5 Nov/AL.III: “... we had a summary of Hamlet to writing. I found it useful.”

4.17/A3/6 Nov/A.Il1: “We spoke about the exercises for homework ... [ really liked the dictations we did in
the last hour and I’m looking forward to the next week.”

4.18/A4/6 Nov/A.lll: “We did the homework [reviews].... The dictations weren’t very difficult. 1 was
surprised that the dictation to the advanced was so easy. But it was too fast, because I usually don’t
write so fast, otherwise my handwriting gets so awful that nobody could read it. I’ve always had big
problems with my handwriting.”

4.19/A5/6 Nov/A.11I: “... and dictation.”

4.20/A8/6 Nov/A.IlI: “Fine day at class. I didn’t have too many mistakes.”

4.21/A11/6 Nov/A.I1I: “The dictations we did in the last hour were a very good exercise.”
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4.22/A2/7 Nov/A.lll: “The last hour was reserved for ‘Listening Summary’.... All of us had enormous
problems to understand the meaning. After forty minutes explaining it was getting better. I don’t
like to think that we will have to do this without any explanations at all.”

4.23/A3/7 Nov/A.lIL: “In class we spoke about our exercises for homework.... The listening summary about
an political article in the newspaper was quite difficult.”

4.24/A4/7 Nov/A.111: “First we did the exercises to the homework ... and after twelve we had a very difficult
listening summary with too many names.”

4.25/A5/7 Nov/A.llI: “... correcting our homework ... a listening summary. I know [CR thinks] I didn’t do it
well at all because it wasn’t an interesting subject or like an engrossing novel, but that’s not true. I
do not need a fairy tale to keep my attention on. I think I confused names, parties and the grades of
the people.”

4.26/A6/7 Nov/A.111: “After the grammar lesson we went to the laboratory .... In the last hour we tried to do
a listening summary. But the article was too difficult. First there were different names which
confused me, then a lot of words I couldn’t understand and at last I didn’t know a lot of this topic.
So I find that we should begin to exercise with a less difficult article. Otherwise I don’t see a sense
in this exercise.”

4.27/A12/7 Nov/A.Ill: “The most important thing we did in class was the listening summary which was
difficult because of the difficulties in the vocabulary and the theme: political. To read a political
outline from a paper, is always very complex even in your own language. Probably because you are
not interested in. But as we read two or three times we realised that each time was becoming easier.
At the end we could disclose the pharagraph with the help of the teacher and all the members of the
class. I think that the only thing we need is more practice in order to get more confidence with this
kind of summarys.”

4.28/CR/10 Nov/A.lll: <The run-through of these [exam timetables, notes, tips, etc.] took up the ‘class-
library’ time, but very important for them. Last session of ‘Grammar requests’ very fruitful:
feedback all positive bar [A6] who said today’s was a bit boring, as she knew most of the points,
but in general she finds the sessions very useful and interesting.>

4.29/A2/10 Nov/A.11I: “At twelve o’clock were ‘Grammar Requests’ on the programme. I can’t get enough
of these lessons, I always learn a lot.”

4.30/A3/10 Nov/A.IlI: “We got a lot of informations about the FCE and the Pitman [examinations]. | found
the pages very useful and they are really a big help.”

4.31/A4/10 Nov/A.lll: “... afterwards we got lots of paper about the Pitman and the First Certificate
examination. It was very interesting and usefull to see what they want us to know, and how to do it.
I think if you know how to handle the papers you have half past [= passed] the examination.”

4.32/A5/10 Nov/A.l1I: “Today, as we usually do, started [with] correcting the exercises ... I liked the useful
indications to do the exam and the grammar explanations.”

4.33/A6/10 Nov/A.111: “After the break we talked about the First Certificate and the Pitman exams. The last
hour we spent talking about some grammar problems. This hour 1 found a bit boring, because the
points wasn’t new for me. But this doesn’t mean that I find the ‘grammar-request-hours” a waste of
time. It was just this hour that I didn’t find very interesting.”

4.34/A9/10 Nov/A.III: “[CR] has given us information about FCE which I find it very interesting, because 1
particularly, don’t know much about it.”

4.35/A11/10 Nov/A.llI: “We didn’t have an interesting morning. We spent our time discussing the exames:
the First [= First Certificate Examination] and the Pitman. I came two hours late. I had have to go to
my Ambassy again.”

4.36/CR/11 Nov/A.IlI: <For last session tried out MCls analysis, i.e. what to look for in the question, how to
spot ‘distractors’, what not to assume etc. Not very successful ....>

4.37/A2/11 Nov/A.1I1: “We have spoken about negativ-sentences.... Then we started with reading a text. We
tried to find a good system for answering the questions about the text.”

4.38/A3/11 Nov/A.III: “We spoke about the homework and had a look at the work from different students.”

4.39/A4/11 Nov/A.IIL: “At 9 o’clock we studied our homework — these unpopular speeches. I really don’t
like listening to speeches nor writing them. I’'m already fed up of them before the speaker starts....
and then a text with multiple choice answers. Of course it’s useful to do that. Everything we need
for the exam is usefull.”

4.40/A5/11 Nov/A.IlI: “Today we began [with] correcting the homework.... [then, after the library session,
during which/A5/studied a text with multiple-choice questions] we did the same but all together, it
was super because we learnt how to avoid the exam’s tricks.”
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4.41/A6/11 Nov/A.1l1: “After talking about our homework we went to the language laboratory .... In the hour
after the break we watched at the homework of the speech to learn from the mistakes of the others.
In the last hour we began to analyse how we can work with a text ....”

4.42/A8/11 Nov/A.III: “Grammar classes again this morning.”

4.43/A11/11 Nov/A.IIIL: “... follow by 2 h. grammar about ‘No one, none’.... After the coffeebreak we had a
boring lesson in which we had to find the technique of answering mountiple cuoise questions.”

4.44/A3/12 Nov/A.1lI: “First we spoke about the exercises we did for homework.... We did some listening
exercises. | liked the discussion about a photo we probably will get at the exam. I discovered that |
think to[o] much about it instead of starting to speak immediately.”

4.45/A4/12 Nov/A.l1I: “First we did the exercises to the homework ... and then [after the library session]
listening comprehension. It’s really awful to hear that perhaps we will get such bad tapes, but I
don’t hope so. Otherwise I’'m lost.”

4.46/A5/12 Nov/A.lll: “Today we corrected our homework ... then [after the library session] listening
summary and talked about some pictures.”

4.47/A6/12 Nov/A.III: “The first three hours we did the same as the days before: grammar [plus support
teams plus individual work]. The last hour we did listening comprehension. The first exercise was
really dreadful! And I understood nearly nothing!”

4.48/A9/12 Nov/A.lll: “The class has been great! I’ve started to work hard because the exam is getting
closer.”

4.49/A11/12 Nov/A.111: “This morning we had some grammar after the exercises.”

4.50/A12/12 Nov/A.I11: “The first hour of class was a revision of the exercises we did the day before. It was
an interesting class because I’ve got different problems that I could solve during the explanation.”

4.51/A1/13 Nov/A.lll: ... the information about Irish and British history was interesting and helpful to
understand the present situation.”

4.52/A2/13 Nov/A.1lI: “Today we talked about political problemes, that’s very interesting, I think we should
often discuss about Irland. Not only about the problemes, it’s also possible to talk about the good
thinks in Irland.... At 12.15 we started with dictation then [CR] drew a cartoon on the blackboard
about Noah, and while the next 10 minutes was jokes-time. Afterwards we wrote two dictation.”

4.53/A3/13 Nov/A.lIll: “We spoke about the homework and I discovered too many mistakes with ‘root
words’.... I enjoyed [CR]’s lesson about Ireland, Scotland and England. That was better than the
LAB. It was listening and history at once, and was very interesting.”

4.54/A4/13 Nov/A.IlI: “First we did the exercises to the homework. We also got back a letter we had for
homework a few days ago. I was so surprised to have only two mistakes, because I found it
extremely difficult. Instead of the language laboratory we had a lesson in Irish history, which of
course was more interesting.... After the free studies we had dictation. I think that I won’t have
many problems with that at the Pitman’s examination.”

4.55/A5/13 Nov/A.IlI: “We corrected the exercises (root words and neither/either) and then we got back
yesterday’s homework and talked about it. We didn’t go to the Language Lab. but had a very
interesting class about history/politics.... Then we talked about the ‘assignments’, and also talked
about the bombs.... Later on we did two dictations.”

4.56/A6/13 Nov/A.IIL: “The first hour we did grammar. Then we talked about some history points instead to
go to the languge laborary. And I must say I prefered this. I found it very interesting and would be
glad if we had more ‘lessons’ like this.... and during the last hour we wrote two dictation which I
didn’t very bad. So I feel more confident for the exams now.”

4.57/A8/13 Nov/A.IlI: “Today I enjoyed a lot with the talk about interesting things (political questions —). |
like it because are things that I didn’t know before.”

4.58/A11/13 Nov/A.llI: “We talked about Irish problems and that was very interesting.... At about 1200
o’clock we started with the dictations. We wrote two.”

4.59/A2/14 Nov/A.IlI: “We solved any problems about ‘didn’t need to go’ or ‘needn’t have done’ ... now I
think I understand it. Another exercice was ... During the last hour we started with the
‘assiunments’.... The following 30 minutes we used for listening comprehension.”.

4.60/A4/14 Nov/A.lll: “We did the exercises we had for homework and ... [later] ... we had listening
comprehension. Unfortunately I missed the last fifteen minutes ....”

4.61/A5/14 Nov/A.1lI: “Today, as we usually do, we corrected our homework and learnt things about “didn’t
need’ and ‘needen’t’, and about ‘really’.... [later] we had a ‘listening comprehension’, which I
didn’t do so well.”

39




4.62/A6/14 Nov/A.Ill: “As usually we did some grammar .... For the last hour on our programm was written
‘assignments’. But just [Al1] had to tell us something. She spoke about the thing: ‘organize a
part.y"77

4.63/A11/14 Nov/A.111: “The LAB didn’t work so we went back to the class to listening to a tipe [= tape].”

4.64/A2/17 Nov/A.1IIL: “During the last hour we talked about some grammar questions .... After all of this we
discussed some questions of the homework. The logic in those conversation in witch we had to give
the correct questions is quite difficult.”

4.65/A3/17 Nov/A.1ll: “We spoke about the homework, like in every first hour. I think that this is a very
good idea. If there would have been real problems, they could get sorted out.”

4.66/A4/17 Nov/A.111: “First we did the exercises in book 3 and ... in the last hour we had a very nice book
with lots of useful exercises.”

4.67/A5/17 Nov/A.Ill: “This morning we corrected the exercises ... [later] a little of listening
comprehension.”

4.68/A6/17 Nov/A.IlI: “During the first class we did some grammar.... [ can’t exactly remember what we did
the last hour. I think we did some grammar points and looked at a listening comprehension book.”

4.69/A11/17 Nov/A.llI: “As usual we started with ... the correction of some exercises.... The last hour was
dedicated to the grammar. We had a look to a new work book called ‘Listening Links’. We decided
to use it. The last point was the discussion of some homework. I still have problem with the logic in
my homework.”

4.70/A2/18 Nov/A.lll: “We started with some explanations about the homework. We had to order
adjectives.... And finally we read a text and answered the following questions.”

4.71/A4/18 Nov/A.lIIL: “First we did the exercises to the homework.... Before one [0’clock] we wrote a text
and answered the multiple choice questions. I like that kind of questions but it’s sometimes so
difficult and in some cases two answers could be right.”

4.72/A5/18 Nov/A.III: “This morning we corrected our homework as usual and learnt about the correct order
of adjectives in a sentence, and also root words.... [later] we read a text and answered questions
about it.”

4.73/A6/18 Nov/A.IlI: “First we spoke about our homework .... In the last hour we practicised to work with
a text and to give the right answers.”

4.74/A9/18 Nov/A.II1: “We did tests and answer the questions. It’s called reading and comprehension.”

4.75/A11/18 Nov/A.IlI: “We corrected the homework and we spoke about the word order of adjectives. It
was quite interesting.”

4.76/A12/18 Nov/A.I1I: “The first hour of class was dedicated to review the homework.... The last hour was
a reading comprehension. I think it is a very good practice for the exam and we need to do this kind
of practice as much as possible.”

4.77/A1/19 Nov/A.1ll: “{I think the new program is actually quite good, especially the 12.00 to 1.00
lesson.}” [Also under heading Programme]

4.78/A2/19 Nov/A.1ll: “We discussed how to use a family tree [a task-type commonly set in the Cambridge
FC Examination]. Sometimes the answeres are given and otherones must be find out with a good
imagine.”

4.79/A3/19 Nov/A.IIl: “As every morning we spoke about the homework.... The listening summary in the
last hour was very good.”

4.80/A4/19 Nov/A.IlI: “First we did the exercises we had for homework. Afterwards we had a listening
summary. It’s awful if you can’t concentrate on the text, then you are hopelessly lost.... After the
free study time we had another listening summary. I hope my summary isn’t too bad.”

4.81/A5/19 Nov/A.Ill: “Today we corrected our homework about the family tree and then had a listening
summary.”

4.82/A6/19 Nov/A.IlI: “First [CR] explained the listening comprehension ‘Link’. Then we spoke about the
‘Family tree exercise[’].... During the last hour we practised listening summary.”

4.83/A9/19 Nov/A.Ill: “I’ve gone to class. We’ve done texts and sumerising. It was very useful and hard
work because we have to remember what we listen and write down a summary telling the most
important things very quickly.”

4.84/A11/19 Nov/A.II1: “We corrected the exercises 112 page 76 about using a family tree.... During the last
hour we listened to [CR].”

4.85/A2/20 Nov/A.IIl: “We used one hour for writing dictations. That’s quite useful. Another object was
grammar difficulties.”
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4.86/A3/20 Nov/A.lll: “In the first hour we spoke about the homework .... As usually we got the status
record and with that an examination indicator. I liked it and it put me down to work harder for the
examination. The list wasn’t very nice but it was the reality.... The dictations were good.”

4.87/A4/20 Nov/A.1Il: “First we did the exercises we had for homework.... after the free studies we had
dictations. I still make so silly mistakes, but it’s getting better. It was a very interesting morning.”

4.88/A5/20 Nov/A.11I: “Today we got back our homeworks about the family tree and discussed it.... We also
learnt things about the verbs ‘have’ and ‘get’ ... and later we did some dictations.”

4.89/A6/20 Nov/A.III: ... talking about the homework ... and during the last hour we did two dictations.
Although I had quite a lot of mistakes I don’t think that I will have many problems in the exam in
this area.”

4.90/A9/20 Nov/A.11I: “I went to the class and we’ve done the same as always.

4.91/A10/20 Nov/A.III: “{... I really enjoyed myself doing the exercice about the ‘Stenlay family’}, far more
than the st— exercice about ‘myself and yourself” which I’'m totaly missunderstud.” [Also under
heading Peer Support]

4.92/A11/20 Nov/A.1l1: “We corrected ‘the family tree’.... We talked about the difficulties with the grammar
‘get-got” + “have’, following by an hour of dictations, which I found them useful.”

4.93/A12/20 Nov/A.IIL: “I’'m very confident with the dictation practices because it makes me improve for
the Pitman exam.”

4.94/A3/21 Nov/A.I1I: “We spoke about our homework .... Some of our class did an assignment and we had
interesting discussions with each of them.”

4.95/A4/21 Nov/A.lll: “First we did the exercises we had for homework.... Before lunch we had our
assignments. | criticised five different TV programmes and [A8] talked about herself. That was
very funny.”

4.96/A5/21 Nov/A.11l: “Today we learnt things about descriptions from the homework .... [later] [A4], [A8]
and [A3] talked about their assignments, from which we learnt (it must be the 1000™ time I use this
word) more words and got out plenty of fun.”

4.97/A6/21 Nov/A.Ill: “First we spoke about our homework .... In the last hour some people spoke about
their assignments. I didn’t one because I hadn’t time.”

4.98/A11/21 Nov/A.lll: “Afterwards [A4] explained the Assignment about TV programm. We had a great
fun.”

4.99/A2/24 Nov/A.IIL: “Up to now we receive each day two sheats with important vocabulary. The first two
were about animals and travel. It’s quite a lot to learn.... We used the last hour for a discussion.”

4.100/A3/24 Nov/A.111: “We spoke about the homework .... In the last hour we had an discussion ...”

4.101/A4/24 Nov/A.11l: “First in the morning we did the exercises we had for homework.... In the last hour
we had grammar requests and something like a discussion .... I’'m not really interested in that topic.
I don’t know enough to discuss about it.”

4.102/A5/24 Nov/A.111: “What we did today was, first of all, correcting our homework.... [later] we studied a
few [of] [A4]’s grammar requests and after that had a chat ....”

4.103/A6/24 Nov/A.lll: “First we spoke about our homework .... The last hour was reserved for grammar
request. But we hadn’t many questions. Therefor we started a discussion .... It’s a very interesting
topic but I wasn’t able to say something because I didn’t make up my mind yet about this theme.
Also the discussion ... after one o’clock was very interesting.”

4.104/A9/24 Nov/A.llI: “Today we’ve done the same as always the first three hours and from 12 to 1 we’ve
had a discussion .... Only a few people participated in it. The rest were just indiferent without
saying anything and I think it’s a great idea to discuss real problems of life and get to know
different opinions which in most of the cases reflect each countries’ ideas.”

4.105/A2/25 Nov/A.1ll: “We made a game about the names of animals. It’s a good way for learning words.
Because normally it’s very boring to learn words.... Another thing was how to make a balanced
discussion. That was for everybody a good lesson, because nobody has a lot of practise in writing a
discussion.”

4.106/A3/25 Nov/A.lll: “As usual we looked at the homework exercises and had our quiz about the
vocabulary list. That was quite funny. On the list about animals were many I didn’t even know in
German.... In class we learnt how to write an balanced essay. It is really very difficult to find a
balance because everybody has a personal opinion about a topic.”

4.107/A4/25 Nov/A.I11: “First we did the exercises as usual, and then we had a very funny game to find out
the names of the animals from [AS5]’s list. It was quite interesting and I will probably remember
some names, especially those I didn’t know. After the language laboratory we had to find five
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points for a topic for a discussion. First it was very difficult to find a topic and much more difficult
to find five points. So we spent the rest of the day studying how to write a discussion. I like
discussions, but I can’t stand to write about one.”

4.108/A5/25 Nov/A.Ill: “This morning we had an interesting game concerning vocabulary. I think it was
more useful than simply get the vocabulary list and have to learn it by heart, because as we
discussed some time about each word (in this case: about each animal), we learnt it better and I’'m
sure that few people in class will forget the names of the animals we’ve talked about. At the same
time the students are relaxed and that facilitates the learning procedure.”

4.109/A6/25 Nov/A.Ill: “After repeading our homework, we did a special game in order to learn the
vocabulary about animals. In fact there were just a few animals which I could hold in my mind. But
I’'m satisfied if I just know the most common ones. I mean there is no sense in learning birds and
fish which I don’t even know in German.... back to the classroom after half an hour to think about
pro and contra arguements of a topic. After the break we carried on with this task and we tried to
find out arguements for and against something. After finishing that we had to read on our own texts
in which different statements had been discussed.”

4.110/A8/25 Nov/A.1II: “It was very funny and instructive the game we play this morning. I learnt a lot of
vocabulary (animals’ names).... I liked a lot the class of today.”

4.111/A9/25 Nov/A.111: “I haven’t gone to the first class because [ went to bed very late last night. We have
started [with] conversation in class and discussion. First we had to look for a topic and write dow[n]
5 points in favour and 5 against.”

4.112/A11/25 Nov/A.11l: “When I came into class [CR] started with an interesting game. Everybody had to
study a list of vocabulary the night before. They began to ask together the mining of the words. I
found the vocabulary game very useful and funny. It is a nice way to learn by heart.... We discussed
an essay. We discovered the ‘For and against.””

4.113/A12/25 Nov/A.1lI: “The first hour of class has been very amusing as we played a sort of game with
the vocabulary we had to learn the day before. It has been a good way to review and to learn in a
different way that it use to be. I think the whole class had fun and learnt had learnt a lot of
vocabulary.... And after the laboratory we did some practice in discussion topics. It has been very
difficult at the beginning to think about the ideas you agree with and the ideas that in the same topic
you are not in agreeament with.”

4.114/A2/26 Nov/A.I11: “We did the homework together on the table board [= blackboard].... It was planed
‘listening summary’ for the last hour. We used a Pitman examination. I had no problem ....”

4.115/A3/26 Nov/A.lll: “We spoke about the homework .... The last hour was very important. We had a
listening summary.”

4.116/A4/26 Nov/A.111: “We did the exercises we had for homework .... in the last hour we had a listening
summary. I think I will manage to do that quite well.”

4.117/A5/26 Nov/A.1l1: “Today we corrected the letter ... and [later] got on with the rest of the homework ...
and then [later] had a listening summary. That is very useful for the examination.”

4.118/A6/26 Nov/A.lll: “First we spoke about the homework .... In the last hour we practised a listening
summary.”

4.119/A9/26 Nov/A.llI: “[CR] has explained grammar ... we’ve done listening summa(r]y which is one of
the things I don’t like to do, but today it was very easy.”

4.120/A11/26 Nov/A.lll: “We corrected the exercises we had as a homework.... During the last hour we
listed to a summary. | am not going to take the Pitman [examination] but even I found it very good.
My big problem is to remember all the events in a story.”

4.121/A2/27 Nov/A.IlI: “It took us several minutes to discuss the homework because nobody had serious
difficulties. Than we changed the subject. We played the game with the new words of the lists. I
was glad to have prepared some words, which I knew the meaning of otherwise I got again a lot of
minus points.”

4.122/A3/27 Nov/A.111: “First we spoke about our homework .... In the last hour we had three dictations.”

4.123/A4/27 Nov/A.II1: “First we did the exercises we had for homework and the[n] we had the game for the
vocabulary lists again. I’'m glad that we didn’t get too difficult lists, because I don’t have much time
to study today.... The first two dictations we had were very easy and quite short, but the third one
was nearly a hopeless case.”

4.124/A6/27 Nov/A.1IL: “First we spoke about the homework. After that we begun with the game to learn the
vocabulary.... During the last hour we did three dictations of different levels. The last one I found
quite difficult, because it contained a number of words I have neither heard nor seen before.”
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4.125/A11/27 Nov/A.111: “We discussed the homework but we didn’t spend a lot of time with them because
nobody had difficulties.... We played the word-games, unfortunatly I had not time to study the
vocabolary therefore I’ve got minus points. During the last hour we practised some dictations. Very
good exercise but I still have problems with the spelling.”

4.126/A2/28 Nov/A.lll: “Three of us had to write one paragraph each onto the blackboard. They were
written without basic mistakes. We changed one paragraph in a better style. We tried to get the
second paragraph shorter without changing the meaning. Finally it was as half as long than before,
more or less with same meaning. Afterwards we received about ten sheats with words. We are
supposed to learn those over the weekend. Learning the words in a funny way, that’s what we did in
the last hour.”

4.127/A3/28 Nov/A.Ill: “First we spoke about the homework .... We got some more vocabulary lists and had
a quiz again about them.”

4.128/A4/28 Nov/A.III: “In the first hour two other girls and I had to write a part of our homework on the
blackbord.... we had a quiz in the last hour.”

4.129/A11/28 Nov/A.III: “This morning I wrote a paragraph of my homework on the black board. [A4] and
[A3] wrote one, too. We corrected them and we changed the style, but not the meaning.”

4.130/A12/28 Nov/A.III: “And the last hour of the day was a little ‘crossword” with the vocabulary we learnt
during the week.”

4.131/A3/1 Dec/A.I1I: “In the last hour we discussed our homework.”

4.132/A4/1 Dec/A.lL: “In the first hour we did some Pitman papers. The grammar is quite easy but the
topics for the essay are sometimes so stupid, you can’t write anything about them.... In the last hour
we did the exercises we had for homework, because it was very important for us that we understand
everything exactly.”

4.133/A5/1 Dec/A.1lI: “This morning we did a Pitman exam ... [later on] we had a grammar lesson and
corrected our homework, which was about regrets.”

4.134/A6/1 Dec/A.I11: “During the last hour we spoke about our homework.”

4.135/A11/1 Dec/A.1ll: “We decided to correct the homework in the last hour which is for the grammar
revues. [CR] explained the meaning of the verb ‘to wish’ which is supposed to be followed by the
subjonctif.”

4.136/A2/2 Dec/A.1ll: “We had a look at the progress test 4. There were only few mistakes in my
homework. It cheered me up because this type of exercices will be high important at the
examination. Than we kept on correcting the new homework which was quite easy.”

4.137/A3/2 Dec/A.I1l: “We spoke about the homework.... I enjoyed the last hour. We did some exercises in
the book ‘the use of English’. We had to read a short paragraph and pick the right answer out of
four choices.”

4.138/A4/2 Dec/A.III: “First we finished the exercises from yesterday and after that we did the homework
from today.... In the last hour we had multiple choice questions again. At the beginning of the
course I had big problems with them, but they’re acceptable now.”

4.139/A5/2 Dec/A.IIL: “This morning we corrected our homework ... and had another ‘words quiz’.... [later
on] we read little paragraphs trying to remember them. [ liked it very much and found it useful for
the exam.”

4.140/A6/2 Dec/A.111: “First we spoke about the homework.... During the last hour we read some short texts
and tried to answer the questions.”

4.141/A12/2 Dec/A.III: “The first hour of class, we talked about the homework.... The last hour was a very
useful class in order to understand and get confidence with short articles. We use [a Proficiency
level] book ....”

4.142/A1/3 Dec/A 1L “I’'m fed up with Listening Summeries although they also are usefull.”

4.143/A3/3 Dec/A.1I1: “First we spoke about our homework.... In the last hour we had listening summary
with texts from Pitman exams.”

4.144/A4/3 Dec/A.Ill: “In the first hour we did the exercises .... In the last hour we had some listening
summaries. One of them was rather difficult, but the rest was acceptable.”

4.145/A6/3 Dec/A.III: “During the last [h]our we did some listening summary and although the last one
wasn’t so easy I think I will be able to do it on my exams.”

4.146/A11/3 Dec/A.IIL: “It was a very [illegible: h(e)avy?] day for me! [ was tired but the atmosphere in my
class was quite good. [A10] is a very good neighbour! As usual we corrected the homework ....
During the last hour we had ‘listening summary’ from the Pitman exam.”
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4.147/A2/4 Dec/A.111: “First we spoke about the homework.... [later] ... The most of us were very confused
[about ‘wish’] and we had to discuss it exactly. [CR] wrote some explanations on the blackboard. 1
think they were very helpful.”

4.148/A3/4 Dec/A.Ill: “First we spoke about the homework.... Yesterday we got papers with ex. about
‘wish’. Some were still confused and we had to discuss it exactly. [CR] wrote some explanations on
the blackboard. I think that they are very helpful.”

4.149/A4/4 Dec/A.111: “First we did the exercises .... In the last hour we corrected the exercises and got a lot
of explanations.”

4.150/A5/4 Dec/A.IlL: ... we corrected our homework as usual ... [later] we also had exercises with ‘I wish
— “ in which I had some difficulties, it’s more difficult than [ expected (but now I understand it).”

4.151/A6/4 Dec/A.11I: “First we spoke about the homework .... In the last hour we spent all the time doing
wish-sentences.”

4.152/A8/4 Dec/A.1lL: “Normal day at class.”

4.153/A10/4 Dec/A.lll: “The class today was although quite good fun and I even enjoyed the grammar
lesson but however I’m not sure if [ got the main points — the examen will show us the truth.”

4.154/A11/4 Dec/A.11l: “This morning we decided to correct the homework in the last [= first] hour. We
drove the poor teacher mad! ‘Wish’ still be a good problem. I wish I knew English very well!”

4.155/A12/4 Dec/A.11l: “The first hour of class has been dedicated specially for yesterday’s homework....
And finally, in the last hour of class, we did the last revision of [the verb] wish.”

4.156/A2/5 Dec/A.11I: “We dealt with the problem word ‘wish’. Everybody got a book with exercises which
we did together. They were quite useful.... We used the last 45 minutes for doing some dictations.”

4.157/A3/5 Dec/A.11L: “First we spoke about the homework. We made an exercise about wish and didn’t go
to the LAB.... In the last hour we had three dictations.”
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