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How CRW Works?

C Itlze n S Citizens Rights Walch, is an international human
Ri ht rights non-governmental organization comprised
S by professional volunteers from around the globe.

WatCh W Its volunteers include politics experts, lawyers,

o journalists, and academics.
Citizens Rights Waltch is utilizing new technologies,
and through online activism, is raising awareness of
human rights violations, focuses on educating the

people about their rights, and advocates through all
media possible for citizens' rights around the world.

Philosophy:
Citizens Rights Walch promotes, supports, and work as an
effective tool to protect Human Rights as stated in The Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Vision:
| governments table, and , R ) . . . rre
into mé‘;g“,gmgm Monitor governments' compliance to THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS with focus on

e g  the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights.

APPLY for an o
w Mission:
r To encourage and drive ruling authorities in the world to focus on their citizens rights. Through online

more info at: activism, and by using innovative technological tools, to push for the realization of universal human rights.
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Siema Leone has gone through turbulent moments in her history, with
the brutal civil war {1981 - 2002) which marked the climax of nuriured
griewvances and political instability, resulting to the death of thousandz of
people whiles milicns were displaced. During this period, youths (18—
35 years) were both perpetrators and victims of human righis viclations. It
is observed that it has been a dual role which youths had become
accustomed to  during the postindependence era when they
became both the abusers and the abused. They were the
instruments of oppression, acting as vicious thugs to influence the
outcomesz  of  elections and to putdown anfi-government
demonstrations; they have greatly struggled to find itz rightful place in
the society (TRC Report, 2004). According to the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission Report, experiences of the youths during
the war hawe disrupted their livez and traumatized them. As a result,
many are cumrently moving without direction, unable to access
education or employment. Some are arguably disillusioned with their
ervironment they are desperalely seeking & way out and would
readily resort to viclence.

The post war era saw fthe formulation and  implementation of
varnous dewelopment  programmes aimed at moving the
country  from conundrum; hence security, justice and public sector
reforms among others are lawdable wventures. In all these, the
youths are considered pivotal. It iz reporied that over 70 percent of the
country’s population are under the sge 30 consiifuting a third of the
country’s citizens, making Siema Leone a country of young people and
one that can only move forward relying on their energy, resiience and
creagtivity for national development (Revised Youth Policy, 2014).
In lime with this, the Gowvernment has developed a number of youth
policies and programmes such as  establishing a  youth ministry,

youth commission and presidenial wyouth aikde to design  and
champion youth a&ffairs  programmes across the couniry in  line
with the Revised Mational Youth Policy 2014 The purposes of

these  policies and  institutions  are commendable; and have
benefited individuals and communities acrosz Siema Leone to some
extent, with a good number of youths taking leadership roles in nation
building supported by govermment and individuals. On the contrary, it is
discouraging to know that the current trend of many youth posture is
arguably undermining national development.

It seems to me that the purposes of polides and programmes have
not yield expected outcome as behavior and atiitude of youths
posing seriouz  fhreat to national securnty and development
Many  youths have reverted to  wiclence, forming themselves
inte well-known groups of gangs and cligues, causing mayhem across

cities and towns. Their activtiezs range from wioclent attacks on
individuals and residences they perceived opposed to  their
activiies; disrupting  sporiing activities such as foolball matches

and athletics competitions; musical shows, and political rallies among
others. Some of these incidents have resulted to death and sericus
causalities which often result to police action. In some cases police
intervention is meted with wviclent confrontations from these gangs
and often led to amesis.

My name is Raniz Ali and | am from Ragga, Syria. | am 2o
years old. | used to study business back in Syria but when
; 1515 took over our city my family had no choice but to leave.
t{1C] Because we are Kurdish as well we faced more trouble.

Skype is
no solution

Now | am In Idomeni camp in Greece with my husband.
Since the borders closed we have been living in a tent in the
mud, rain and sun for over one and 3 half months. Life is
becoming a normal hell, frustrations are rising as my
husband and | lose hope.

Refugees in Greece have only three options to continue their
lives beyond camps: to apply for asylum in Greece, to apply
for family reunification or for relocation to another country
in the EU if they want us. And all three options can only
begin with an appointment made by a Skype call, and only
for one hour per week for some languages.

My husband and | want to apply for relocation to another
country in Europe to escape from this situation. | have tried
to call the Skype Asylum service for 20 days with no answer.
For us refugess hers in Gresce, our lives are reduced to a
routine of sleeping and waiting. Waiting in line for food, to
go to the bathroom, to charge our phones, and waiting on
hold for a Skype call that is never picked up. Our lives are
stuck in limbo.

Waiting on-hold is frustrating, but when your life depends
an the call?

Sign this petition

it SR Syl

B,T7T ramedned fo s 39,000

For people living in camps with limited access to electricity,
smart phones, computers, or intemet, this is a cruel and
senseless procedure. If it is our right to claim Asylum, then
why are there such impossible barriers to do s0?

If my husband and | can finally apply for relocation, we will
still have to wait many months for decisions about our future
to be made - a future that is no longer in our hands. But at
the very least let us begin the wait now with some certainty -
that we won't be stuck in camps in Greece forever.

 —— e,

Even schoecls and tertiary institutions which are known fo be
agents of changs have become breeding grounds for youth
hooliganism. There iz fear that these groups could be easily
manipulated by influential individuals or groups for their selfish
gains. The brutal war started just in such a form with serious
youth radicalization especially at the Fourah Bay College,
University of Sierra Leone, in which students are presently
divided along ideclogical lines with varying support from the
wider political realm.

Part of the problem of youth viclence has been poor
reintegration pregrammes since many child scldiers were not
properly reintegrated with their families, some of them are
finding it difficult to cope with civic demands of =society. They
should have been monitored to see that they acclimatized well.
Unemployment has been a contributing factor to the problem
which the government iz grappling with. One would argue that
many youths are unemployable considering that they lack the
neceszary skills required for the job market, however a good
number of employable youths are without jobs. Unemployment
figures in Sierra Leone temd to downplay the problem of
underdevelopment and poverty which are widespread among
the youths in the country. Youth chances of getting paid jobs are
lezser as compare to those above the youth bracket (Sierra
Leone Youth Report, 2012). These set of people could be
easily manipulated by influential people and peer groups to
engage in violence.

Poor attitude of youths is also noteworthy. Some youths could
not take up developmental initiatives themselves, but rather
depend on readily made opportunities. A significant number of
them are members of the ghettos, taking alcohol and drugs
such as palm wine, marijuana and franguilizers. It is observed
that drugs and alcchol make young peoples more likely to
result to wviolence and commit crimes, especially az they
usually take drugs out of frustration (Restless Development,
2012). The government should expand itz measures on
improving human development index with priority to
empowerment and living standard of youths by designing
more working policies and strategiez that concentrate not
only on public sector but alzo the private sector to provide
youth with space.

In addition, youth should equally take responsibility of being
peaceful and developmentally oriented individuals. They should
take advantage of whatever opportunities provided them.
Finally, achieving sustainable development in Sierra Leone
strongly depends on an elderly community which iz determine
to provide young people the opportuniies to develop and
take leadership roles and a viable youth population that is
willing to listen, leam and determined to take the country

forward. .
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We demand that the responsible politicians here in
Greece, with access to the resources of the EU, take
immediate action:

We need you to replace the failed system of only being
able to make asylum appointments to the Greek
Asylum Office with a Skype call that is never picked up
with a face-to-face service in the refugee camps here in
Greece.

Because the longer we wait in this limbo, the more
desperate people become. The more people will die or
disappear with smugglers, or even commit suvicide,
and the more shame all of Euvrope should feel for
leaving go,o00 of us here with no options besides a
Skype call that is never picked up.

Contactus:

Contactus:
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Togo's history testifies of continvous shifts in West  African
palitical and economic organization, a5 & consequence aof changing
agents of poweron the stzge of glabal geopolitics. Foremost, Togo's
territary has seen cemturies-long immigration waves of various African
tribes, which resulted in high diversity and cubtural hybridization amang
ithe territory's population.

2 \Starting with the a6th century slave trads, mareaver, Togo has
EIJI:'I:EI!I:' been introdwced and subjected to the Ewro-otherness, under whoss
ywhip the country has been ever since. The colonial superpowers have
be=en shifting in their control over the arss sfter its initigl status a5 2
German colony, Togo has been  owvertaken by Britain  and,
later, France. Cold War politics have placed Togo in strategically
important position for the Westem allies, as Togo was the only pro-
‘Western country in West Africa. Thus, Togo was enriched through
the plentiful Western aid, which fuelled the longest dictatorship in
Africa’s histary the 3B years long Eyadéma’s rule. The dictatorship,
maoregver, was not coincidentally West-supported regime  when we
look at the matter from the economic perspective as well
Az Piot writes, “Dictatorships  are  businesses’ best friends” and
‘Western countries, with France at the forefroant, hawve long held
interest in investing in Togo. The dictatorship allowed investment by
manipulating local cuftural meanings and, thus, eliminsting cultural
barriers to capitalist activity. Eyadéma's “palitics of the belly,”
through  which he supplied rural authoritiss, the chisftancy, with
genergus  financial means in exchange for the villagers' political
support, stands for ane such example of capitalist politics manipulating
local cultural signifiers for its own benefit. Eyadéma's deaths ended
Togo's dictatorship era. What is, however, even mare significant
sbout the Eyadéma's death is that it signified a dramatic change in
the imaginaries on place of Togo in the contemporary world.
Indesed, the  contemporary moment in Togolese history s
marked by the startling personal and cultural rejection of the past,
as well as the fanatical preoccupation  with  future.  Proust
provides 2 compelling remark, which potentizlly unravels the
Togoless people's renunciation of the past, by saving, "Remsmbrancs
of things past is mot nscessarily the remembrance of things as they
were". Indsed, zlthough Togolese local has zlready been for centuries
intertwined with the global, the newly emerging narratives,
oftentimes, ses Togolesse culture as antithetical to meodernity  and
development. Im words of one Togolese pastor, "It is pagan belisfs
that arz the cause of Africe's poverty today". These beliefs distort ths
social memory by denying the reality of centuries-long colonial
exploitation and corrupt regime, based an the alliance between thes
dictator and the Western powers, as factors that had an impact on
the African econamic and political devastation.
Tradition-blaming narrstives and beliefs feed the collective fantssy of
the better future, a5 well as the bold evacuation of everything familiar
for the commitment to the uncertsin and risky world to come. To
examplify, in 2004, out of six million Teogolese in total, one million of
“them played the U.5. visa lottery, in 2 hope of acguiring a new life
~—~— beyond Togo. This "guest for exile” not only changes lifestyles of the
M8 foww winners, but modifies large aspects of the Togolese social. More
= specifically, as the U5 formulates specific criteria applicants ouvght to
satisfy in order to obtsin the U5, green card, Togolese subjects
recanstitute themsalves in regards to the U.5. guidelines.

Cimar wpbos medved beomme
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As of July 2oag, Uganda along with seventy one other countries and
5 sub-national jurisdictions hawve laws criminalizing homaosexuality.
This type of institutionalized homophobia not only effects social
and economic issues by increasing unemployment rates,
family banishment, harzssment, and stigma; it =zlso increases
the HIV prevalence. Homophobic and transphobic laws which
criminalize peoaple’s lives does not rid countries of LGBT persons,
but instead pushes their communities further underground. This in-
turn makes it harder for heath workers to access one of the
populations at far  contracting HIVAIDS.
Im Uganda the Crane Survey {zoog), one of the only studies on MSM
{men wha have s=x with men) and HIV{AIDS in the cowntry, found
that the gwverall HIV prevalence was 13.7% for msn who have sex
with men, nearly two times higher than the nationzl prevalence rate
of 7.3%. However, the rate was even higher among M5M greater
than zg years of age at 22.5%, when compared to MSM aged
18-z years, who werz at only 3.9%. The study also found that
those who had been exposed to homophobic abuse (sither verbally,
sexuzlly, ar physically), wers significantly more liksly to be infected
with the dissasse. For s=xual and gender minarities with a "wvisible"
zexuzl or gender identity, verbal, physical, and sexual sbuse is often
the highest. This is freguently the case for transgender persons, yet
there has been little focus (if any) on the prevaslence of HIVJAIDS
amang transgender persons. Further, Uganda's HIV prevalence
rate haz besn on the rise since zoog, unlike slmaost every other
country in the warld. Over the past five years Uganda’s rate has
increased from 6.5 to 7.3%. It is clear that continwing to
discriminate against sexual and gender minarties will anly
make this figure increase. To ever eliminate HIVIAIDS, Uganda will
hawve to reach some of the mast at risk populations for contracting
the diseaze, and that must include sexual and gender minorities.
Recognizing zexusl and gender minorities—especially MSMz—as 2
"key population® in HIW/AIDS programming alengside other
subgroups, such as sex-workers, fisher-folk, migrant workers, etc. is
critical to effectively combating the spread of the disease. Such
groups have been identified internationally to need speacific healthcare
strategies and preventive messures to mitigate their risk of
cantracting HIV. Reducing their risk would subsequently reduce the
wider societies’ exposure to the virus. Possibly the best example of
this are M5M whao also engage in sex with women. These M5SM, often
pay for sex from sex-workers while zalso maintzining s==ual
relationships with heterosexual women (often within the construct
of marriage). Therefore, decreasing the amount of unprotected
sex amang MS5M would in turn decrease the HIV prevalence
amang women who engage in sex with MSM, either
knowingly or vnknowingly. Because of the social and political
climate in Uganda there iz often disruption of access to health
services, including harassment by police at health facilities.

most risk

The Ugandan
LGBTI
Community’s
Fight For Non-
Discriminatory
Healthcare

Particular examples inclede the reconstitwtion of Tegaolese kinship, as applicants
enter marriages with a goal of increasing their chances to obtain the visa, as wel
=5 the economic practices developed around the visa application process, such as
forging marriage documents, photographs, or starting an apprenticeship in the
prafessions desired by the US. Such disorientation of Togaolese lives, moreaver,
results in erosion & misusage of traditional meznings & associations, what
Lefebvre calls the “decline of referentizls”. For thess practices to be accepted
without resistance but with internalized joy, new instruments of power have
sppeared to swhject & discipline the new Togolese citizen-subjects. Althowgh the
death of the dictator liberated Togoleses from the national governance, they have
now become subjected to the transnational governance & never more powerful,
internationz| agencies & institutions. Indeed, the post-Cold War years have seen
the crumbling of the old Togoless awvtharitarian structures & the countrys
apening-up to new agents of power. The significance of this mament is in the end
aof the nation-state's mediation between the local & the global, & the swhsequent
reconstitution of the country’s people as besrers of transloczl identities. Amn
exzmple of such phenomenan is seen in the massive rejection of the local religious
practices, & an impetus to enter the global community of Christ, by joining the
world-wide present Pentecostal Church. What is more, the notions of “human
rights,” “democracy” & "choice” have come to resonate with people, 2s the aonce
centralized state hBed down the power to an autonomous individual. Indeed,
neoliberalism horizontalizes the power; it scathers B diffuses the political among
the people. This state of affairs Piot calls the "postnationz!” governmentality, a3
the governance accurs without the government. Subjects self-govemn, but are also
governed by variety of NGOs. NGOs act as 2 new source of biopolitics, as they
dictate new sets of social, political & economic relations, new discourses &
imaginarias, & new ways of navigating the social life. Thess institutions transform
what means ta be Togolese at this paint in time. Unlike preceding internationa
interventions, contemparary international institutions appeal to every individual,
rather than merely those at the top of the hierarchy. As they repressnt privats,
non-national interests, their intervention targets some layers of population, yet
not the aothers, according to agendas driven from far away. Indeed, the
transnational non-governmental institutions decide whom they will help, & who
will be left to the paverty & misfortune. These institutions also decide on the form
of help, often immaterial simed at cultural modemization of the populzce. Thess
actors claim to compensate for the gap left by the retreating state, thus daing
work that once belonged vnder the state’s junisdiction, hawewver, not only are they
ziding the state, but colonizing its subjects. These conditions are the signifiers of
Togo losing the contral over its population state structures disintegrate, services
srz contracted to private organizations, stEhe pressnce SUDSIST Om 2 mers
spectacle, whereas the enclosures & borders become porous to foreign agents.
Indeed, these conditions suggest the disappearance of the state in the moment of
glabalization. It is an apecalyptic undeing of the Togolese social order, & citizens
guestion viability of their futures. Togolese speak of violent & chaotic decay, the
tragic prophecy of modemity & the affective nervousness of the current moment

ofthe global in Tage.
A0 Yo

Perhaps the maost notable case of this occurred when the Ugandan Palice
Force raided the Walter Reed Project, a project funded by the USAID,
which offered services to all Ugandans with a specific focus on LGETI
individuals. Consequently, the US Embassy decided to shut down the
project, and thirty of the clinic's HIV-positive clients, were evicted from
their hames and were left (3t lzast tempaorsrily) without access to
anti-retraviral medication.

When LEEBTI| persons ssek services at health clinics and revesl thsir
sexual orientation aor gender identity they are often met with
prejudice, bias, and discrimination by both the healthcare workers and
peer clisnts. Discriminzatory heslthcars services are perhaps one of the

most frequent human rights abusss against sexuval and gender
minorities  in  Uganda. Howewer, the normalization of this
discrimination makes the abuses difficult to track. Often when

violations do occur, sexual and gender minorities fear reporting it
because of the exposure they will receive in their community or family
from seeking retributions could “out them"™ — a stake too high to risk.
However, SMUG was able to document 264 cases of human rights
sbuses across the country toward Ugasndan sexual and gender
minorities.

It's ironic—to say the least—that the same arguments, stigma, and
discrimination toward LGBT persans living with HIV were the
same arrogance used to persecute people living with HIV in the
beginning of the epidemic. While the Ugandan government has failed
to adequately {or at all) address this growing prablem, the world has
watched African LGET activists across the continent tske matters into
their own hands. In the context of Uganda, LGBT activists have created
over 30 arganizations across the country with the goal of contributing to
civil society and fight for the human rights of LGET persons. Many of
these organizations, like Sexual Minorities Uganda (SMUG), "Come
Qut Post Test Club®, and Rainbow Health Foundation, operate with
a focus on accessing non-discriminatory HIV services for sexual and
gender minorities.

Further, LGBT activists have created waorkshops across the country to
combst lack of awareness among health personal. The health-care
sensitizing campaigns combat stigma, and demystify the lives of sexual
and gender minarities in a safe space. Although often starting out hostile
and resistant the participants by the end of the warkshop lead by sexual
and gender minority activists leave with a better understanding of LGBET
human rights. One activist told me:

"We don't blame them when they ask you an offensive guestion,” an
LGET activist from Kampala, Uganda told me. They are just uneducated.
'So you are standing there — are you wearing pampers? They will
ask you that! But we just explain to them. They really want to know.™

The wark for LGBT human rights is challenging, dangerous, understaffed,
and underfunded—but due to the hard work of local activists, against all
odds the fight continues—and that is extremely important not to
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importantissue to discuss. Considering that women are often
viewed as the weaker gender and are often mistreated, the
|impertance of this issue is increasing day by day. Even though
the status of women has improved over the years in many
|aspects (e.g. education etc), there is still work to be done.
figee.. Several laws and Acts have been passed in favor of women
but those are not strengly enferced. Many reported cases
and incidents of torture on women can be found in
law reports and newspapers of various countries.

Actiuistsl I‘EI]DI"I’. The status of women in the sodety s a wvery

In the past, women were not allowed to move freely in the
society. Girls from poor families were not permitted to go to
schoel and receive education because their parents considered it

Status Df Womenppesee: money and in the end, their activities were mainly
limited to household duties and nothing else.

Upper and middle class women usad to receive some sort of
education. Some did not continue study after the S5C exam,
some got married after HSC exam and for others their
husband or their in-laws did not agree to continue their studies.
It was unusual for 8 woman to work in an office or any other
places outside her home. Even though a woman was educated,
she could not work. Instead her activities were limited to
household duties. After some years, the things have been
changed. The females started to be properly educated with
support of families. The societies also started to accept
wornen in various professions like doctor, engineer, lawyer,
fscientist, pilot and many more. Though women  had
Wleducational and working opportunities, there was still
b ———== nroblem in case of them. The problem was that they did not
- get rid of the pressure of housshold works. The working
K — . women were often ill treated by their husbands and in-laws
— “Sbecause of irregularity in the household duties like proper
“=cocking, serving everyone in the family, lock after
. children etc.
" For this reason, the number of professionalfworking women was
very small. Some parents did not want their unmarried

HE/'-I" WG.PIE@" daughters to be invelved in jobs because of fear of torture
after marriage.

In the present pericd, there is no doubt that the women have many
kinds of achiewvements. They can work side by side with men and eam
money. They are not only well educated and rich women whaose
condition is like this but also the less educated women and women in
village areas as there are too many posts or professions to get
involved. Even the female students do part time jobs beside study.
Women are participating in political activities. But still it cannot be
said that the status of women is fully improved or in satisfactory
condition. The viclence and torture against women are not

permanently removed from societies.

The number of viclence is more than achievements. In a report of

Human Rights Organization “Odhikar,

it is mentioned that in

Bangladesh, 1,257 women are murdered, 343 are tortured, 243
women committed suicide for dowry, 526 women are victims of acid
attack, 1,875 women are raped and almost 216 women are sexually
harassed from the year 2005 to 2010. In the US, a woman is raped in
every 6 minutes and a woman battered in every 1 seconds. In North
Africa, 6,000 women are genitally mutilated each day. Women are
sold into sexual slavery in China in a year and the number of such
women is more than 15,000, In India, more than 7,000 women are
murdered by their in-laws for failure to take dowries. Beside this, a
girl is sexually harassed in every 26 minutes and a woman is raped in
every 34 minutes in this country. All these information reflect that the
safety of women is not properly ensured in the societies. Newspapers
publish several news on rape and torture on women every year. The
meost highlighted news is the rape of a young girl during travelling by
bus in India. A married woman got blind as a result of torture by her
husband in Bangladesh. This news took place in many newspapers

and magazines.

Various kinds of Acts, Conventions and organizations are available in
support of tortured women. Some of them are Mari o Shishu Mirjatan
Domon Ain, 2000 (in Bangladesh), Acid Crime Prevention Act, zooz
(in Bangladesh), Bangladesh Women Lawyers Association (BWLA),
The Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (VDPA), UN
General Assembly and The Convention for the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW].

The picture of the societies of several countries proves that the Acts,
Conventions and organizations are not successful in providing safe
environment to females. Either these should be strongly enforced or
should be amended/ratified. It is already discussed that women in
modern period have all kinds of legal rights except safe environment.
Protection of right to life and perscnal liberty is one of the
fundamental rights of human being. So, the person who viclates such

right should get extreme punishment

The institutions of law must come forward to improve the overall
status of women. Women do not need any soft corner from society

but need equal sense of honor to live.

Contactus:
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