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Who are you?

It is important that we know where we
come from, because if you do not know
where you come from, then you don't know
where you are, and if you don't know where
you are, you don't know where you're going.
And if you don't know where you're going,
you're probably going wrong.

— Jewy Pratechett —
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Critically:

e Resolutions:

e (1) The Convention, considering the incontestable superiority of
articulation over signs in restoring the deaf-mute to society and
giving him a fuller knowledge of language, declares that the oral
method should be preferred to that of signs in education and
the instruction of deaf-mutes.

e (2) The Convention, considering that the simultaneous use of
articulation and signs has the disadvantage of injuring
articulation and lip-reading and the precision of ideas, declares
that the pure oral method should be preferred.
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George W. Veditz - “Preservation of
the Sign Langauge” (1913)
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Hand Talk : Indian Sign Language
Council 1930




Ireland - early footage (c. 1937)
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Sigh Languages: Ephemeral

e Sign Languages are
languages without
written form.

e They are languages that
were unrecognised by

N - linguists until the 1950s.

The bi iah.guage - . They remain

unrecognised (legally) in

many juristictions - as

here in Ireland.
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20th Century

e Technology:
- Analogue: VHS!
- The Digital Revolution - s f o |
begins! T | P
- Sign language on television "4 <t | =
 Politically: a5 A
- Resolutions passed ' - AN

recognising SLs: European -
Parliament (1988, 1998) 3

e Educationally:

- Shifts in discourse
from 1970s - 2000
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Australian Sign Language

Activity  Bibliography  Suggesta Change  Subscrilf

Language metadata

« Digital Data

Sign Language, Australian
150 639-3

- Searchable corpora e
- Video data is ubiquitous |

e Bio-medical shifts

> MPARE SOURCES (3) [l
- A n eW e u e n] CS 7 Information from: “"Corpus of gra and discourse strate%ies of deaf
Y native users of Auslan (A t JI ns S g L2 g‘\lj)age)" HRELP Abstract” .

- C OCh lea r i m p la ntS ;I;':t:cee?ttceer::dbas;d on the evidence available
- Genetic Screening

OLAC search

6,500

Native speakers worldwide

.
e Sign Languages = o
"The number of deaf users of Auslan peaked in the early 1980s at
approximately 6,500 and entered a period of decline in the mid 1990s."
PLACES

Endangered?
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{*Grid—i Text  Subtitles = Controls j
1 [ Lexical Gloss H
Nr Annotation Begin Time End Time Duration
45 AND 00:00:29.980 00:00:30.840 00:00:00.860
46 INTEREST 00:00:32.680 00:00:33.340 00:00:00.660
47 EVERY 00:00:33.340 00:00:33.820 00:00:00.480
48 DAY 00:00:33.830 00:00:34.100 00:00:00.270
49 DIFFERENT++ 00:00:34.110 00:00:35.370 00:00:01.260
.y 50 LIKE 00:00:35.560 00:00:35.960 00:00:00.400
- 51 OFFICE 00:00:36.127 00:00:36.737 00:00:00.610
52 BORING 00:00:36.767 00:00:37.317 00:00:00.550
53 SAME++ 00:00:37.337 00:00:38.437 00:00:01.100
54 BUT 00:00:38.467 00:00:38.847 00:00:00.380
55 INDEX+ 00:00:38.867 00:00:39.347 00:00:00.480
00:00:36.011 Selection: 00:00:00.000 - 00:00:00.000 0
e » [pE[pE[ Do [Ps]s|k] [«]l=] 0| 1] O3 seectonmode [ Loop moce
I -
. Ll . Ll . Ll Ll | . . Ll . Ll Ll . . . | . Ll Ll . Ll . Ll . Ll l . . . . . Ll Ll Ll I.l . . . Ll . . . Ll . Ll . . . Ll . Ll Ll . l . . . . Ll . . . Ll I . Ll . . . Ll . . Ll l . . Ll . Ll .
0 00:00:32.000 00:00:33.000 00:00:34.000 00:00:35.000 00:00:436.000 00:00:37.000 00:00:38.000 00:00:39.000
Translation
Notes L
: [INTEREST|EVERY | DA | DIFFERENT++ | |uxke || |oFFICE ||BORING | SAME++ |[BUT [|iINDEX+]| N ||
Lexical Gloss |
Mouthing . stretched-wide IV I'lnteresti |'every' |'da |open,| 'diffel'diffel'not'lclos |'Iike' |op |'offioe' |'ope|'boringic| 'saml'sam I'sa clo |‘b |open, reII |"I
Dominant Hand
Non-Dominant
Furrow Raised| |Raised |
Eyebrows |
= Apenure_l #_|sa |#|wp sQ u__||u IL
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Memory and Sign Languages

Research and Practice in Applied Linguistics d S o m e q u eSti O n S :
Series Editors: Christopher N. Candlin and David R. Hall
Sion Lanslage « Can we remember the
Sl undocumented?

in Action
« Can we (post-hoc) recognise

what was unrecognised?

« Can we re-visit data that is
not properly archived?

« Can we re-patriate data to
communities who were
disenfranchised?

e Can we future-proof and
curate such data?

Jemina Napier
Lorraine Leeson
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Making Citizenship

g

The Provisional GoVernment
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Dear Hearing People...
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