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Who are you?
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1880 - Milan
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Critically:

• Resolutions:
• (1) The Convention, considering the incontestable superiority of 

articulation over signs in restoring the deaf-mute to society and 
giving him a fuller knowledge of language, declares that the oral 
method should be preferred to that of signs in education and 
the instruction of deaf-mutes.

• (2) The Convention, considering that the simultaneous use of 
articulation and signs has the disadvantage of injuring 
articulation and lip-reading and the precision of ideas, declares 
that the pure oral method should be preferred.
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George W. Veditz – “Preservation of 
the Sign Langauge” (1913) 
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Hand Talk : Indian Sign Language 
Council 1930
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Ireland – early footage (c. 1937)
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Sign Languages: Ephemeral

• Sign Languages are 
languages without 
written form.

• They are languages that 
were unrecognised by 
linguists until the 1950s.

• They remain 
unrecognised (legally) in 
many juristictions – as 
here in Ireland. 
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20th Century
• Technology:

– Analogue: VHS!
– The Digital Revolution 

begins!
– Sign language on television

• Politically:
– Resolutions passed 

recognising SLs: European 
Parliament (1988, 1998)

• Educationally:
– Shifts in discourse 

from 1970s - 2000
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21st Century

• Digital Data
– Searchable corpora
– Video data is ubiquitous

• Bio-medical shifts
– A new eugenics? 
– Cochlear implants
– Genetic Screening

• Sign Languages 
Endangered? 
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Memory and Sign Languages

• Some questions:
• Can we remember the 

undocumented?
• Can we (post-hoc) recognise 

what was unrecognised? 
• Can we re-visit data that is 

not properly archived?
• Can we re-patriate data to 

communities who were 
disenfranchised? 

• Can we future-proof and 
curate such data? 

Sign Language 
in Action
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Making Citizenship
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Dear Hearing People…
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