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Saps fo rd a n d K e l l y deal w i t h t h a t p o r t i o n o f m y w o r k w h i c h u p d a t e d 
K e n n e d y ' s ( 1 9 7 1 ) ear l ie r s t u d y . W i t h i n th i s t h e y focused o n m a n u f a c t u r i n g 
p r o d u c t i v i t y t r ends , i n t he pos t -wa r p e r i o d , a n d n o t o n p r o d u c t i v i t y g r o w t h 
i n r e l a t i o n t o o u t p u t w h i c h was m y o w n c o n c e r n ( K a t s i a o u n i 1 9 7 9 ; T a b l e 
3 .2 , p . 1 8 ) . T o th i s e n d , t he p o i n t s ra ised were o n the m e t h o d used f o r 
e s t i m a t i n g p r o d u c t i v i t y t rends a n d o n t he d i v i s i o n o f sub-per iods . G i v e n t h a t 
I w i s h e d t o o b t a i n c o m p a r a b l e results t o ear l ier research i n I r e l a n d , o n t h e 
same t o p i c , i t was n a t u r a l t o a d o p t t he same p rocedures as p r e v i o u s 
researchers. T h e same " t r e n d t h r o u g h e n d p o i n t s " m e t h o d o f e s t i m a t i n g t he 
series was m a i n t a i n e d c o n s i s t e n t l y i n m y r e p o r t a n d w h e n e v e r compar i sons 
were necessary. T h e ove ra l l pe r iods cons ide r ed were 1953 -73 a n d 1 9 5 3 - 7 4 
w i t h i n w h i c h t he f o l l o w i n g sub-per iods w e r e se lec ted: 1 9 5 3 - 6 4 , 1 9 6 4 - 7 3 , 
1 9 5 9 - 7 2 a n d 1 9 6 6 - 7 4 . H e n c e , several sub-per iods w e r e e x a m i n e d a n d t h e i r 
d e t a i l e d resul ts p re sen ted i n A p p e n d i x B o f t h e r e p o r t . F o r a f e w o f t he 
sub-per iods t he reasons f o r t h e i r cho ice was made e x p l i c i t w h i l e f o r o t h e r 
t he cons ide ra t ions r e m a i n e d i m p l i c i t . T h i s , o n r e f l e c t i o n , m a y have been 
i m p r u d e n t b u t i n research, a t least , one m u s t s o m e t i m e accept t h a t w h a t is 
o u t o f s igh t is n o t o u t o f m i n d . 

A s s t a t ed i n t he r e p o r t ( p p . 5 8 - 5 9 ) t h e 1 9 5 9 - 7 2 s u b - p e r i o d was chosen 
t o c o i n c i d e w i t h t he f i r s t t h ree I r i s h e c o n o m i c plans a n d t he 1 9 6 6 - 7 4 sub-
p e r i o d because o t h e r s tudies , e.g., C r i p p s a n d T a r l i n g ( 1 9 7 3 ) , d e m o n s t r a t e d 
t h a t t h e V e r d o o r n h y p o t h e s i s f a i l ed t o be v a l i d a t e d w i t h i n t e r - c o u n t r y da ta . 
T h e 1964 -73 s u b - p e r i o d began w i t h t he i n a u g u r a t i o n o f t he S e c o n d E c o n o m i c 
P r o g r a m m e a n d spans an era w h e n i t was c l a i m e d t h a t a s t r o n g l i n k c o u l d 
n o t be d e t e c t e d b e t w e e n the g r o w t h o f m a n u f a c t u r i n g o u t p u t , p r o d u c t i v i t y 
a n d e m p l o y m e n t . C o n s e q u e n t l y , e x p l a n a t i o n s o n t he c h o i c e o f sub-per iods 
were avai lable b u t d i d n o t r u n o n t he l i n e a d o p t e d b y Sapsford a n d K e l l y . 

F o r the sub-per iods genera ted b y Saps fo rd a n d K e l l y t he results o b t a i n e d 
b y t he t w o m e t h o d s are g iven b e l o w . 



Average annual growth of output per man-hour in manufacturing 

1953-73 1953-57 1958-73 

3.81 0.79 4 .34 

4.55 
. . . T h e Sapsford-Kelly method 
. . . " T r e n d through end points" method 3.82 0.96 

Source: Sapsford and Kel ly ' s statistical note 

T h e m a i n p o i n t a b o u t these est imates is n o t o n l y t h e i r appa ren t s i m i l a r i t i e s , 
b u t r a t h e r t h a t t he t e r m i n a l yea r ( 1 9 5 7 ) o f t he f i r s t sub -pe r iod was i n the 
m i d d l e o f an e c o n o m i c recession w i t h f a l l i n g i n d u s t r i a l o u t p u t a n d e m p l o y ­
m e n t w h i c h magn i f i e s t he subsequent acce le ra t ion i n t he re levan t series 
( K e n n e d y 1 9 7 1 , especia l ly T a b l e 2 . 2 ) . I n a n y event , f o u r a n n u a l observa­
t i o n s , 1 9 5 3 - 5 7 , w i t h severe c y c l i c a l in f luences are n o t the substance f r o m 
w h i c h one c o u l d d e t e c t s t r u c t u r a l — V e r d o o r n t y p e — changes i n p r o d u c t i v i t y 
p e r f o r m a n c e . 

W h i l e p r e p a r i n g t he r e p o r t I was f u l l y aware t h a t t he change i n m a n u ­
f a c t u r i n g o u t p u t a n d p r o d u c t i v i t y p e r f o r m a n c e w o u l d have been even 
greater h a d the 1953-73 p e r i o d been d i v i d e d nearer 1 9 6 0 . T o th i s e n d I 
w r o t e : 

I n f ac t an even m o r e s t r i k i n g change i n p e r f o r m a n c e can be d e m o n ­
s t r a t ed f o r b o t h series i f t he sub-per iods chosen used I 9 6 0 , o r the re 
a b o u t , as t h e m i d d l e year ; t h e n the d i f f e rence b e t w e e n the 1950s a n d 
1960s , i n t e rms o f i n d u s t r i a l e x p a n s i o n , w o u l d have been p l a c e d i n even 
sharper r e l i e f ( K a t s i a o u n i 1 9 7 9 , p . 1 8 ) . 

Since t h e e n t i r e t e n o r o f t he r e p o r t (e.g. , p p . 1 8 , 2 4 , 5 8 , 63-70 a n d 9 8 ) 
was a b o u t t h e acce l e r a t i on o f p r o d u c t i v i t y , b o t h a b s o l u t e l y b u t especia l ly 
w i t h respect t o o u t p u t , I d i d n o t feel i n c l i n e d t o l a b o u r t he p o i n t f u r t h e r . 
H a d I d o n e so 1957 w o u l d have been a p o o r cho ice because o f i t s p o s i t i o n i n 
t he t h e n e c o n o m i c recession a n d i ts p r o x i m i t y t o t he date o f o r i g i n . 

O v e r a l l , i t m a y be said t h a t b y se lec t ing 1 9 5 3 - 6 4 I was m u c h k i n d e r t o the 
1950s t h a n w h a t t he avai lable evidence p e r m i t t e d m e t o c l a i m . I a m s t i l l 
c o n v i n c e d , h o w e v e r , t h a t the d i c h o t o m y a n d fac to r s a c c o u n t i n g f o r p r o d u c ­
t i v i t y p e r f o r m a n c e are n o t i n t e rms o f one year a n d t he n e x t b u t i n t e rms 
o f several years o r even decades. C o n s e q u e n t l y , t he cho ice o f a single year t o 
m a r k a n e w era is a c o n v e n i e n t p o i n t t o b e g i n t h e analysis i m p o s e d , i n p a r t , 
b y t he i m m a t u r i t y o f s t a t i s t i ca l t echn iques w h e n d e a l i n g w i t h t i m e . 
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