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Summary

This thesis analyses the experience of conflict in the colonies of British and
German East Africa in the context of the First World War. In particular, the focus
of this research is on the, to date under-examined, perspectives of the Europeans
who inhabited, and fought for their nation in, these colonial territories. To explore
the varied European perspectives on the war as it unfolded, the thesis draws on
four case studies that represent the most dynamic fields of research within current
First World War studies: the outbreak of hostilities, the internment of enemy
aliens, the experience of war from the soldiers’ perspective, and the occupation of
conquered territory. Within each of these case studies, the focus is on how
European actors — civilians, missionaries, administrators, and military personnel —
understood warfare through the typical lens of nationality but also through the
additional lens of colonialism, and how these dual perspectives intersected or
diverged and together shaped individual thoughts and actions. Ultimately, this
thesis argued that bringing national conflict into the colonial sphere created
tensions between nationalist sentiments and the desire to uphold the core
principles on which colonialism was based, namely European solidarity in the
service of a ‘civilising mission’. Because of this tension, individual actors had to
manage carefully the conduct of warfare, and in spite of the clearly national basis
of the war, shared colonial understandings, which united rather than divided

British and German interests, often took precedence.

The thesis is divided into two sections that each contain two chapters, as well as
an overarching Introduction and Conclusion that contextualise the work and
provide an integrative discussion. The first section focuses the situation within
British and German East Africa and the debates that occurred among the colonials
themselves. This section first comprises the chapter on outbreak, which details the
ways in which people living within British and German East Africa anticipated
war and the justifications that were presented for this once war became inevitable.
The initial hesitance to engage in war as well as the shifts in public opinion that

occurred once war had been declared, nicely reveal the dual relevance of colonial



and national frameworks for thinking about warfare and its possible impact on life
within these territories. These ideas are pursued further in the following chapter,
which focuses on the arrest and internment of ‘enemy aliens’. Again, the mostly
relaxed approach to arrest and the changing treatment of individuals as they
transitioned from fellow civilians to prisoners reveal the ways in which colonial
perspectives constrained straightforward distinctions between friend and enemy,
and how this necessitated certain forms of treatment that differed from might have
been expected outside of the colonial world. The second half of the thesis then
draws in the wider picture of European involvement in the East Africa campaign,
first by exploring the experiences of various distinct groups of soldiers who were
engaged in the East African campaign. As this chapter shows, the experience of
soldiers deployed to Africa from Britain differed significantly from those
deployed from other parts of the empire and from those who fought as colonials.
Contrary to what might be assumed, empire and colony were not relevant
concepts to the average British solider, and without access to these frameworks it
was difficult to find meaning in fighting a campaign that represented a mere
‘sideshow’ to the ‘real war’ at the Western Front. The following chapter turns to
the issues that were raised by the occupation of German territory by Allied forces,
a situation that was unique within the overall First World War as this was the only
German territory that fell into hands of Western Allies. However, as was argued
in this chapter, rather than aggressively asserting their control over this new
territory, the British administration, in particular, was careful to strike a balance
between taking over while also maintaining continuity in systems, structures and
symbols of the colony. Again, this balancing act reveals the tension between the
dual perspectives, nationalism and colonialism, through which war in East Africa
was approached, and the ways in which upholding colonial assumptions often

took precedence.

In closing the thesis and drawing out and integrating the above insights, the final
chapter also considers the legacy of the East African campaign in popular
memory. As already established in the introductory chapter, the East African

campaign, although relegated to the status of an unimportant sideshow militarily,



formed an exotic and exciting backdrop to numerous cultural products, including
memoirs, fictional novels and films. Contrary to some assertions, this was not,
therefore, a ‘forgotten war’. Nonetheless, by working through the memory of this
war it becomes clear that although it was not forgotten, it was misremembered.
More important, the manner in which this memory developed reflects the same
tensions that were apparent in each of the preceding chapters. The threat war in
East Africa posed to colonial ideologies necessitated certain forms of re-
construction when it was subsequently remembered, a process that covered over
the harsh brutality of this campaign and replaced it with the narrative of a
‘gentleman’s war’, in which European adversaries engaged each other with
civility and respect against the backdrop of exotic landscapes and exciting

escapades.

Together, this work contributes both to current developments in First World War
studies, which increasingly emphasise the global nature of this war, and to
colonial studies, which to date have focused on exploring these events from the
perspective of the African population. Exploring the distinct perspective of the
Europeans who inhabited and fought for the colonial space, this research shows
how colonial ideologies intersect with the more nationalist concerns associated
with warfare. In that sense, this research brings the global war into the colonies
rather than simply using the colonies as a further example of the war’s global
nature. In so doing it provides unique insights into the meaning of war that is
simultaneously on the edge of European concerns and at the centre of colonial

ones.
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1. Introduction

1.1. Introduction

The First World War in East Africa is a peculiar historical event. Publications on
the First World War in East Africa feature the adjectives ‘forgotten’ or ‘untold’ in
their titles and point to the fact that most of the studies that deal with the First
World War ignore the fighting in East Africa.' Yet, as will be detailed below, this
apparently ‘forgotten’ war also provides the inspiration, or at least the backdrop,
for a continuous flow of novels, two Oscar-winning Hollywood films and last, but
not least, an episode of Young Indiana Jones. What is it about this war, in this

setting, that makes it simultaneously forgotten and culturally significant?

Contemporary accounts already relegated the military campaigns in Africa and
Asia, often together with the naval operations, to being a kind of annex to the
main narrative of the slaughter at the Western Front. However, novelists happily
picked up the exotic setting and dramatic events of the African campaign, which
differed in so many respects from the dominant narrative of the First World War
as a brutal, fruitless and muddy affair. This fascination with East Africa was most
evident in the English-speaking world, where it has lasted, nearly uninterrupted,
for the next ten decades. One of the first writers to use this war as a setting was
Francis Brett Young, whose subsequently long and successful career as an author
started with the publication of his experiences as an officer during the conquest of
German East Africa. Already in 1917 he was able to publish Marching on Tanga,

in which be combined his war experience with detailed descriptions of the African

' Ross Anderson, The Forgotten Front. The East African Campaign, 1914-1918 (Stroud: Tempus,
2004); Edward Paice, Tip and Run. The Untold Tragedy of the Great War in Africa (London:
Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 2007); Anne Samson, World War I in Africa. The Forgotten Conflict
Among the European Powers (London: Tauris, 2012). It might be considered fitting that my first
academic publication appeared in an edited book with the word ‘untold’ in its title: Daniel Rouven
Steinbach, 'Defending the Heimat. The Germans in South-West Africa and East Africa during the
First World War', in Heather Jones, Jennifer O'Brien, and Christoph Schmidt-Supprian (eds.),
Untold War. New Perspectives in First World War Studies (Boston/Leiden: Brill, 2008), pp. 179-
208.
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flora and fauna as well as the African population and their customs.” In the same
year he published a volume of poems written during his time in East Africa,
followed by a work of fiction set in the colonies a year later.” Twelve years later
he returned to the topic in his epic novel Jim Redlake, which is a fictionalised
account of that time in his life, with his war experience as a focal point.* More
famously, in 1935, C. S. Forester published his novel The African Queen about
the adventures — and developing love — of an English riverboat skipper and a
female missionary who attempt (unsuccessfully) to torpedo a German gunboat on
Lake Tanganyika.” The theme of the war as an adventurous endeavour was also
picked up early by the writers for youth — especially boys’ — adventure stories.
The popular pre-war imperial and colonial subjects of exploration, hunting, and
scouting were enriched and updated during the war with tales of combat,
espionage, and escapes. Early examples of this are two books by P. C. Wren and
P.F. Westerman, but undoubtedly a systematic search through the abundance of

boys’ and youth magazines and novels would unearth many more.°

In interwar Germany, literary interest in the war in East Africa was of course
intertwined with the loss of the German colony in 1919. One of the most prolific
authors of that time who specifically dealt with the campaign was Friedrich
Wilhelm Mader. Known as the ‘Swabian Karl May’, he published numerous
youth and adventure novels set overseas before the war. In 1927, during the
increased public interest in the war in general, but before the colonial revival of

Nazi propaganda, he penned three short novels, published in the companion Die

? Francis Brett Young, Marching on Tanga. With General Smuts in East Africa (London: Collins,
1917). See also Michael Hall, Francis Brett Young (Bridgend: Seren, 1997), pp. 89-107.

? Francis Brett Young, The Crescent Moon (London: Collins, 1918); Ibid., Five Degrees South
(London: Martin Secker, 1917).

*Ibid., Jim Redlake (London: Heinemann, 1930). He also published a short story of a German and
a British veteran of the campaign who meet again in London after the war: Ibid., 'Armistice’, in
The Cage Bird & Other Stories (New York/London: Harper, 1933), pp. 110-124.

3 C. S. Forester, The African Queen (London: Heinemann, 1935). Although set in East Africa the
inspiration for the plot was likely the deeds of the German missionary Alphons Hermann in the
Cameroons who played a key role in efforts to sink ‘HMS Dwarf” using homemade torpedoes. |
would like to thank Kenneth Orosz for this information.

® Percy Francis Westerman, Wilmshurst of the Frontier Force. A story of the conquest of German
East Africa (London: Partridge, 1918); Percival Christopher Wren, Cupid in Africa or The Baking
of Bertram in Love and War (London: Heath Cranton, 1920). See also Michael Paris, 'Boys' Books
and the Great War', History Today 50 (2000), pp. 44-49 here pp. 94-99.



Helden von Ostafrika, which became hugely successful and went through several
editions until 1945.” He returned to the topic of East Africa ten years later in Die
Schlacht bei Tanga.® Similarly successful were the works of Joseph Viera, a
veteran of the East Africa campaign and an active colonial revisionist. His various
adventure novels set during the war went through several editions in the 1930s
and 1940s and were combined under the title Erzdhlungen aus den deutschen
Kolonialkimpfen im Weltkriege.” The end of the Second World War and the Nazi
regime reduced the market for colonial fiction in Germany, and it was not until
2007 that, with Eine Frage der Zeit, the Swiss author Alex Capus published the

first German language novel about the First World War in East Africa."

Meanwhile, the English-speaking literary world rediscovered its fascination with
the war in East Africa in the 1960s, and at least one new novel drawing on this
setting has been published every decade ever since. The Rhodesian-born British
author Wilbur Smith set his fourth novel Shout at the Devil during the war, using
the winning formula of combining historical events with fictional adventures. He
returned to the topic forty years later in Assegai, which was part of his successful
Courtney family series.'" In the 1970s, the South African novelist Alan
Scholefield published two adventure novels, Lion in the Evening and The Alpha
Raid with similar popular appeal.'” In 1980 the Canadian William Stevenson
centred his novel The Ghosts of Africa on the endeavours of Paul von Lettow-
Vorbeck, the commander of the Schutztruppe in East Africa and celebrated
military hero."’ Three years later, in An Ice-Cream War, William Boyd took a less

glorifying view on the campaign and stressed its absurdity."* The novel was

" Friedrich Wilhelm Mader, Die Helden von Ostfafrika (Stuttgart: Union Deutsche Verlagsanstalt,
1927-1928).

8 1bid., Die Schlacht bei Tanga (Giitersloh Bertelsmann, 1938).

? Josef Viera, Erzihlungen aus den deutschen Kolonialkimpfen im Weltkrieg (Stuttgart: Loewe,
1936-1937).

10 Alex Capus, Eine Frage der Zeit (Munich: Knaus, 2007).

""Wilbur Smith, Shout at the Devil (London: Heinemann, 1968); Ibid., Assegai (London: Pan
Macmillan, 2009).

2 Alan Scholefield, Lion in the Evening (London: Heinemann, 1974); Ibid., The Alpha Raid
(London: Heinemann, 1976).

" William Stevenson, The Ghosts of Africa (London: Harcourt, 1980).

' William Boyd, An Ice-Cream War (London: Penguin, 1982).



shortlisted for the Booker Prize and remains, together with The African Queen,
one of the only fictional works concerned with the war to achieve some
recognised cultural status. Finally, there is the short story Journey Into A Dark
Heart by the renowned Danish author Peter Hoeg about an imagined encounter

between Lettow-Vorbeck and Joseph Conrad."

In addition to these two dozen literary works come three full-length movies and
two television productions. The first film concerned solely with the war in East
Africa was Die Reiter von Deutsch-Ostafrika of 1934.'® The German propaganda
film was directed by Herbert Selpin, who later directed the (in-)famous Car/
Peters, and centres around a German settler couple and their interaction with their
‘loyal” African staff and the British officers of the occupying forces. Of course,
the most important and most successful artistic product concerned with the East
Africa campaign is the film adaptation of The African Queen of 1952, directed by
John Huston and starring Katherine Hepburn and Humphrey Bogart.'” Although
based on Forester’s novel, by the end of the film the protagonists succeed — with
dramatic effect — in sinking the German gunboat. In 1976 Smith’s novel Shout at
the Devil was also adapted into a film, directed by Peter R. Hunt and starring Lee
Marvin and Roger Moore. Despite this stellar cast, the film about two adventurers
who turn from poaching ivory in East Africa to sinking the German battleship
‘Konigsberg® proved to be unsuccessful.'® Yet, one of the most successful films of
the 20" century, Out of Africa, released in 1985 and nominated for eleven

Academy Awards of which it won seven, was also set around the war in East

"% Peter Hoeg, 'Rejse ind i et morkt hjerte', in Fortellinger om natten (Copenhagen: Rosinante,
1990), pp. 9-42. The story is inspired by Isak Dinesen aka Karen Blixen, Den afrikanske Farm
(Copenhagen: Gyldendal, 1938).

' Herbert Selpin, "Die Reiter von Deutsch-Ostafrika," (Germany: Terra-Filmkunst, 1934). The
film script by Marie Luise Droop is based on the book by the animal sculptor Fritz Behn, Kwa
Heri, Afrika! Gedanken im Zelt (Stuttgart: Cotta, 1933). See also more general Wolfgang Struck,
'Die Geburt des Abenteuers aus dem Geist des Kolonialismus. Exotistische Filme in Deutschland
nach dem Ersten Weltkrieg', in Birthe Kundrus (ed.), Phantasiereiche. Zur Kulturgeschichte des
deutschen Kolonialismus (Frankfurt (Main): Campus, 2003), pp. 263-281.

' John Huston, "The African Queen," (USA/UK: United Artists/Horizon Pictures, 1952).

' peter R. Hunt, "Shout at the Devil," (UK/USA: Hemdale Film/American International Pictures,
1976).



Africa."” The hugely popular television series Young Indiana Jones Chronicles
from the early 1990s had several episodes concerned with the First World War,
including one involving the campaign in East Africa.”” Finally, the German
television miniseries Afrika, mon amour of 2007 followed a similar plot to The
African Queen. *' Starring Iris Berben and Robert Atzorn, one could regard this
production as proof that the fictionalisation of history repeats itself, first as

tragedy then as farce.

In addition to this already long and varied list of cultural products inspired by or
concerned with the war in East Africa, there has been a regular output of popular
histories on the campaign, which occupy a space somewhere between proper
history and adventure stories.”” More systematic academic interest in the events in
Africa, however, has been limited to ‘pure’ military history, on the one side, and
African history on the other. Similarly to the popular history books, military
historians have focused primarily on the ‘guerrilla’ aspect of the campaign.
Following the anti-colonial uprisings in in the 1950s and 1960s in Kenya, Malaya
and Vietnam, there was a renewed interest in Lettow-Vorbeck and the
Schutztruppe as European ‘earlier adapters’ of guerrilla tactics and strategies. In
addition, one can find detailed studies of the naval and air war, even though these
were actually quite peripheral to the campaign. In contrast to these military
studies, Africanists working in and on the newly independent states in East Africa
were most interested in the impact of the war on specific regions and on specific

segments of the populations. While military historians relied on official sources

" Sydney Pollack, "Out of Africa," (USA: Universal, 1985). The film is mostly based on Blixen,
Den afrikanske Farm; Frans Lasson (ed.), Isak Dinesen. Letters from Africa, 1914-1931 (London:
Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1981).

 Simon Wincer, "German East Africa, December 1916: The Phantom Train of Doom," in The
Young Indiana Jones Chronicles, ed. George Lucas (USA: Lucasfilm/Paramount, 1992).

! Carlo Rola, "Afrika, mon amour," (Germany: ZDF, 2007).

** Robert Brian Gardner, German East. The Story of the First World War in East Africa (London:
Cassell, 1963); Leonard Mosley, Duel for the Kilimanjaro. An Account of the East African
Campaign, 1914-1918 (London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1963); Peter Shankland, The Phantom
Flotilla. The Story of the Naval Africa Expedition, 1915-1916 (London: Collins, 1968); J. Roger
Sibley, Tanganyikan Guerrilla. East African Campaign, 1914-1918 (New York: Ballantine Books,
1971); Edwin P. Hyot, Guerrilla. Colonel von Lettow-Vorbeck and Germany's East African
Empire (London/New York: Macmillan, 1981); Charles Miller, Battle for the Bundu. The First
World War in East Africa (London: Macdonald and Jane's, 1974); Giles Foden, Mimi and Toutou
Go Forth. The Bizarre Battle of Lake Tanganyika (London: Penguin, 2005).



and the memoirs of European participants in the war, the studies of Africanists
were based largely on oral history. Interviews with African veterans of the
colonial armies or their descendants provided insights into how the war, and the
resulting change of colonial rule, impacted everyday African life and culture.
Considering these different academic approaches and backgrounds, it is perhaps
not surprising that these military historians and historians of Africa developed
their work in parallel rather than in collaboration. The site of most overlap
between these different domains of work is in the exploration of the African
porters working for the German and British army. Here elements of military

history were combined with the anthropological approaches of Africanists.

All in all, it seems that the war in East Africa has left many imprints on
mainstream culture, art, and in the academy. So how, then, has it come to be
considered a ‘forgotten’ war and an ‘untold’ campaign? This contradiction, at
least with respect to the apparent gaps in academic interest, might at least in part
reflect the relatively recent reassessment of First World War studies in the last
two decades, in which the cultural and civilian aspects of the war have moved into
the foreground of research. The vast majority of these ‘new’ histories of the war
have centred on Europe and especially the Western Front, largely ignoring the
events overseas.” In the last ten years, a growing number of First World War
historians have approached the war on other fronts, especially in Eastern and
South-eastern Europe and the Ottoman Empire, using the same analytical and
methodological tools developed and tested on the history of Europe during the
war.”* However, to date, only a handful of studies have approached the war in
East Africa in that manner. In particular the role Africans played in the campaign

has been reassessed, and several German historians have debated the myth and

> For example: Gerhard Hirschfeld, Gerd Krumeich, and Irina Renz (eds.), Keiner fiihlt sich hier
mehr als Mensch... Erlebnis und Wirkung des Ersten Weltkriegs (Essen: Klartext, 1993); Gerhard
Hirschfeld et al. (eds.), Kriegserfahrungen. Studien zur Sozial- und Metalitditsgeschichte des
Ersten Weltkriegs (Essen: Klartext, 1997); Stephane Audoin-Rouzeau and Annette Becker, /9/4-
1918. Understanding the Great War (London: Profile Books, 2002).

* For a (now) classic example see Vejas Gabriel Liulevicius, War Land on the Eastern Front.
Culture, National Identity, and the German Occupation in World War One (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2000).
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cult created after the war around Lettow-Vorbeck and the Schutztruppe.”
Alongside these developments, there are examples of initial attempts being made
to capture the international aspect of this campaign in several overview studies.*
Other than German East Africa and the surrounding British colonies — British East
Africa, Uganda, Nyasaland, Northern and Southern Rhodesia — and especially
South Africa and India had distinct interests in, and impacts on, the campaign.
The roles of the neighbouring Belgian Congo and Portuguese East Africa have
only been explored partially, again with a strong focus on traditional military and
diplomatic history. One thing that is still surprisingly absent from this
contemporary work is an understanding of how the war history intersects with the
colonial history of Africa. One goal of the work presented in this thesis 1s to
bridge these literatures, both of which are clearly relevant to the First World War

in East Africa.

As may be apparent from the cultural and artistic output discussed above, and
from the historiography that will be discussed below, the interaction with the
campaign in East Africa in the last fifty years has been dominated by — if not even
limited to — the English speaking world. It would be beyond the scope of this
thesis to provide a full exploration of the campaign in a truly international
context: Soldiers from 22 different countries and colonies participated, including

individual US Americans and Australians and regiments from the West Indies and

%5 For the German debate see Eckard Michels, "Der Held von Deutsch-Ostafrika.” Paul von
Lettow-Vorbeck. Ein preuflischer Kolonialoffizier (Paderborn: Ferdinand Schoningh, 2008); Ibid.,
'Deutschlands bekanntester 'Kolonialheld' und seine 'Askari'. Paul von Lettow-Vorbeck und der
Feldzug in Ostafrika im Ersten Weltkrieg', Revue d’Allemagne 38 (2006), pp. 541-554; Tanja
Biihrer, Die Kaiserliche Schutztruppe fiir Deutsch-Ostafrika: Koloniale Sicherheitspolitik und
transkulturelle Kriegfithrung, 1885 bis 1918 (Munich: Oldenbourg, 2011); Thomas Morlang,
Askari und Fitafita. 'Farbige Soldner in den deutschen Kolonien (Berlin: Ch. Links, 2008), pp. 72-
76; Stefanie Michels, Schwarze deutsche Kolonialsoldaten. Mehrdeutige Reprdsentationsrdume
und frither Kosmopolitismus in Africa (Bielefeld: Transcript, 2009), pp. 79-94; 116-151. For a
more general discussion on African soldier in German East Africa see Michelle Moyd, Becoming
Askari. African Soldiers and Everyday Colonialism in German East Africa, 1889-1918 (Cornell
University, 2008); Ibid., "We don't want to die for nothing." Askari at War in German East Africa,
1914-1918', in Santanu Das (ed.), Race, Empire, and First World War Experience (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2011).

% Hew Strachan, The First World War in Africa (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004); Anne
Samson, British, South Africa and the East African Campaign, 1914-1918. The Union comes of
Age (London: Tauris, 2006); Bill Nasson, Springboks on the Somme. South Africa in the First
World War (London: Penguin, 2008).
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Nigeria, and the campaign impacted on Malta, Egypt, and Southern France where
military and civilian prisoners of war were interned. Instead, this study limits
itself to Germany and Britain, or more specifically to German and British East
Africa. The reasons for this are twofold: First, soldiers fighting for Germany and
Britain were the main opponents in this campaign, both in terms of numbers as
well as in the perception of the contemporaries. Second, the main interest of this
study is not to provide a chronological narrative or an all-encompassing overview
of the military and political aspects of this war, but rather to elaborate four case
studies that explore the most dynamic fields of recent research of the First World
War: the outbreak of hostilities,”’ intemment,28 the experience of war,29 and
occupation.’® Through each of these case studies, this thesis aims to explore how
the Europeans living or working in Africa — mainly soldiers, settlers,
administrators and missionaries — experienced and justified fighting against
another colonising power with the assistance of African forces, and how the

perceptions of ally versus enemy changed throughout the war.

Putting the European colonials at the centre of my investigation of course raises
questions about the role of Africans. As combatants and civilians, Africans
quantitatively and qualitatively contributed the most to the campaign, and their

lives were affected by it in the most pronounced manner.’' Undoubtedly,

*7 Catriona Pennell, A Kingdom United. Popular Responses to the Qutbreak of the First World
War in Britain and Ireland (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012); Jeffrey Verhey, The Spirit of
1914. Militarism, Myth and Mobilization in Germany (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2000).

** Matthew Stibbe, British Civilian Prisoners of War in Germany. The Ruhleben Camp, 1914-1918
(Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2008); Heather Jones, Violence against Prisoners of
War in the First World War. Britain, France, and Germany, 1914-192(0 (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2011).

¥ Alexander Watson, Enduring the Great War. Combat, Morale and Collapse in the German and
British Armies, 1914-1918 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008); Alan Kramer,
Dynamic of Destruction. Culture and Mass Killing in the First World War (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2007); Isabel V. Hull, Absolute Destruction. Military Culture and the Practice of
War in Imperial Germany (Ithaca, NY/London: Cornell University Press, 2005).

* John Horne and Alan Kramer, German Atrocities 1914. A History of Denial (New Haven,
CT/London: Yale University Press, 2001); Tammy M. Proctor, Civilians in a World at War, 1914-
1918 (New York: New York University Press, 2010).

3! For an overview see Timothy J. Stapleton, 'The Impact of the First World War on African
People', in John Laband (ed.), Daily Lives of Civilians in Wartime Africa. From Slavery Days to
Rwandan Genocide (Westport, CT: Greenwood, 2007), pp. 113-138.
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historical research on the First World War in general has been focused on white
men fighting at the Western Front, often overlooking the role of other ethnic
groups in contributing to the war. Only very recently have a number of studies
balanced this picture and stressed the importance of the African and Asian troops
deployed in Europe by the colonial powers.”” For the East Africa campaign,
however, this observation is only partially correct. While many popular histories
have engaged solely with the deeds of Lettow-Vorbeck, the Schutztruppe and its
British opponents, marginalising the role of Africans and the impact of the war on
these, or utilising them only as statistics in a narrative that celebrates European
warfare, parallel to these there are several excellent and detailed studies that have
explored the impact of the war on different African communities and social
groups, mainly by Melvin Page™ and David Killingray.** Furthermore, despite the
lack of reliable sources, a comprehensive study of the importance of African
porters in the campaign has existed since the 1980s.”> A number of PhD thesis
have also concerned themselves with the role of African soldiers, the most

substantial ones detailing the Rhodesian regiment, and the King’s African Rifles

*2 Joe Lunn, Memoirs of the Maelstrom. A Senegalese Oral History of the First World War
(Oxford: James Currey, 1999); Albert Grundlingh, Fighting their Own War. South African Blacks
and the First World War (Johannesburg: Ravan Press, 1987); Gregory Martin, 'Koloniale
Truppenkontingente im Ersten Weltkrieg', in Gerhard Hopp and Brigitte Reinwald (eds.),
Fremdeinsdtze. Afrikaner und Asiaten in europdischen Kriegen, 1914-1945 (Berlin: Zentrum
Moderner Orient, 2000); Christian Keller, 'The Recruitment of Colonial Troops in Africa and Asia
and their Deployment in Europe during the First World War', Immigrants & Minorities 26 (2008),
pp. 111-133; Philippa Levine, 'Battle Colors. Race, Sex, and Colonial Soldiery in World War I',
Journal of Women's History 9 (1998), pp. 104-130; Richard S. Fogarty, Race and War in France.
Colonial Subjects in the French Army, 1914—1918 (Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University
Press, 2009).

* Melvin E. Page, 'The Great War and Chewa Society in Malawi', Journal of Southern African
Studies 6 (1980), pp. 171-182; Ibid., 'Malawians and the Great War. Oral History in the
Reconstruction of Africa's Recent Past', Oral History Review 8 (1980), pp. 49-61; Ibid., The
Chiwaya War. Malawians and the First World War (Boulder, CO: Westview, 2000).

** David Killingray, 'Labour Exploitation for Military Campaigns in British Colonial Africa, 1870-
1945', Journal of Contemporary History 24 (1989), pp. 483-501; Ibid., 'The War in Africa’, in Hew
Strachan (ed.), World War 1. A History (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998), pp. 92-103; Ibid.,
'Repercussions of World War I in the Gold Coast', Journal of African History 19 (1978), pp. 39-
59; David Killingray and James Matthews, 'Beasts of Burden: British West African Carriers in the
First World War', Canadian Journal of African Studies 13 (1979), pp. 5-23.
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and Schutztruppe.® Just as it is not fully correct to say that this campaign was
‘forgotten’, it is also not fully correct to say that the Africans have been

‘overlooked’.

The scarcity of sources, and the different methodological approaches taken by
scholars concerned with the African population during the war, might be one
explanation why there is as yet no monograph dedicated to the war experience of
the Africans in East Africa. Nonetheless, the same is true for the Europeans in
East Africa, something that provides some justification for the particular focus of
this thesis. While the military aspect of the war with its European leaders has been
extensively explored, and while several smaller studies have been dedicated to the
economic and political impact of the war on the settler communities, no study has
put the European civilians and their experiences at its centre. Even though they
were a quantitative minority in the colonies, and a negligible footnote in the
overall population affected by the war around the globe, looking closer at the war
experience of the Europeans in German and British East Africa allows us to
understand certain dynamics that appear to be universal, and others that were
specific to the colonial context. More specifically, this thesis will develop the
argument that the traditional boundaries within society along gender, political,
social and racial lines were challenged and reset during the war in interesting
ways. One general question for this research is whether or not a ‘colonial identity’
or an ‘imperial identity’ existed among the Europeans in these colonies, and how
the First World War helped or hindered the creation of such an identity. The term
‘colonial identity’ refers to a certain regional identity of the colonials on the
‘outposts of the Empire’, whereas ‘imperial identity’ includes a broader identity
that exists beyond the geographical boundaries of the nation. Ultimately it will be

argued that while colonial identities, and attendant racial identities, were more

% Moyd, Becoming Askari. African Soldiers and Everyday Colonialism in German East Africa,
1889-1918; Timothy J. Stapleton, No insignificant part. The Rhodesia Native Regiment and the
East Africa Campaign of the First World War (Waterloo: Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 2006);
Timothy H. Parsons, The African Rank-and-File. Social Implications of Colonial Military Service
in the King's African Rifles, 1902-1964 (Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 1999); Page, The Chiwaya
War. Malawians and the First World War.
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relevant to Europeans in the colonies, war bought national identities more strongly

into focus, with unsettling consequences for these other bases of identification.

A further argument for the comparison between the British and German cases is
that it not only provides insight into the similarities and differences between these
nations’ perspectives with respect to these overarching questions, but it also
highlights how the identity of each country, and within each colony, was shaped
through their broader interrelationship. In the colonial context, lives within these
different societies were deeply intertwined.’” The demographic, economic and
social character of the two territories was also very similar and distinctly different
from the other colonies involved in the war. Unlike the exploitation and plantation
colonies of Uganda, Northern Rhodesia or Belgian Congo, both colonies had a
small, but important, permanent settler community, which identified itself
strongly with the respective colony.”® However, unlike South Africa, which by
that time had already begun to develop a distinct national identity, and was neither
politically nor economically dependent on the metropole, both German and
British East Africa were places where European rule was not yet universally
enforced and that were still negotiating their position within the wider imperial
network.’” Thus, for a number of reasons, German and British East Africa provide

an excellent basis for a comparison.

Yet this study is not, and cannot be, a direct comparison between the German and

British colonial war experience: The first two chapters that follow this

%7 See Prosser Gifford and William Roger Louis (eds.), Britain and Germany in Africa, Imperial
Rivalry and Colonial Rule (New Haven, CT/London: Yale University Press, 1967). More recently
Ulrike Lindner, 'Colonialism as a European Project in Africa before 1914? British and German
Concepts of Colonial Rule in Sub-Saharan Africa', Comparativ - Zeitschrift fiir Globalgeschichte
und vergleichende Geschichtsforschung 19 (2009), pp. 88-106; Ibid., Koloniale Begegnungen.
Deutschland und Grofibritannien als Imperialmdchte in Afrika, 1880-1914 (Frankfurt (Main):
Campus, 2012).

* For an overview on the different forms of colonial settlement see Jiirgen Osterhammel,
Colonialism: A Theoretical Overview (Princeton, NJ: Markus Wiener, 2005).

39 For the history of British East Africa before 1914 see Bruce Berman and John Lonsdale,
Unhappy Valley: Conflict in Kenya and Africa (London: James Currey, 1992); Maurice Peter
Keith Sorrenson, Origins of European Settlement in Kenya (Nairobi: Oxford University Press,
1968). For German East Africa see John Iliffe, Tanganyika Under German Rule, 1905-1912
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1969); Ibid., 4 Modern History of Tanganyika
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1979).
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introduction deal with the outbreak of hostilities and the internment of ‘enemy
aliens’ in the first half of the war, and allow for comparisons between two
societies and governments that were on similar playing fields. However, the
second half of the war — and the second half of this thesis — highlights the
difference between Britain’s and Germany’s campaign in East Africa. While
Britain was able to deploy soldiers and officers from Britain, India and its other
colonies and dominions, Germany remained dependent on its dwindling local
resources — and while the Allied troops could ultimately occupy and take over
control of the German colony, the German Schutztruppe had to withdraw to
Portuguese East Africa to avoid surrender. In addition to the very different history
of the war from the German and British perspective, the surviving source material
makes a direct comparison difficult. As will be discussed further below, the
German sources that survived in German East Africa differ considerably from
those from British East Africa because the former were decimated through the
war, whereas many of latter were lost through the destruction of the records of the
Secretarial Office in Nairobi in 1939 through fire. The same is true for official
files in the metropole, where an abundance of British civilian and military sources
contrasts with only very few German ones. However, despite their
incompleteness, these variegated sources do allow — in combination — a varied and

balanced perspective on the events in East Africa.

1.2. Historiography

As has already been suggested in the previous sections, the perception that the
‘real war’ was taking place somewhere else has influenced the literature on the
war in Africa, both by contemporary and recent scholars. Stunned by the mass
slaughter of the Western Front, contemporaries, and even some of its participants,
regarded the campaigns in Africa as mere a ‘sideshow’. In historical overviews of
the First World War, the African campaigns were often portrayed together with
the naval war or in a short chapter at the end merely outlining the main events.

The following overview will, therefore, discuss publications whose focus lies
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entirely on the war in Africa and its consequences: firstly works dealing with the
war in all parts of the continent, followed by studies that have concentrated on

East Africa specifically.

If one excludes the operations organised by the British from Egypt against the
Senussi in Cyrenaica and the Ottoman Army in the Middle East, three Allied
campaigns took place against German colonies in Africa: the conquest of German
Southwest Africa by South African troops; the Anglo-French operations against
the Cameroons and Togoland in West Africa; and the joint- Allied war against
German East Africa. The majority of the publications dedicated to the war in
Africa deal with the latter. Paradoxically, the British official history of the war in
East Africa only released the first volume, while the German counterpart was
never officially published, in both cases the projects were brought to end by the

outbreak of the Second Word War.*’

In addition to the works already mentioned, there are a number of studies that
provide overviews of the conduct of the war from the perspective of military
history. The most recent publications include Hew Strachan’s book, which is a
revised section of his larger history of the First World War,*' a special issue of

Small Wars and Insurgencies,"” the more popular history book by Byron
Farwell,*’ and several overviews in handbooks on the First World War.** The war

experiences of the indigenous African population is the focus of the book edited

% Charles Hordern, History of the Great War based on Official Documents. Military Operations in
East Africa, 1914-1916, vol. 1 (London: H.M.S.0O., 1941). The German book was published
privately after the war: Ludwig Boell, Die Operationen in Ostafrika (Hamburg: Privatdruck
chemaliger Deutsch-Ostafrikaner, 1951). Additionally compare the semi-official work: Charles
Lucas, The Empire at War, vol. 4 (Africa) (London: Oxford University Press, 1924).

*1 Strachan, The First World War in Africa; 1bid., The First World War: To Arms, vol. 1 (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2001).

* Richard Connaughton, 'The First World War in Africa, 1914-1918', Small Wars and
Insurgencies 12 (2001), pp. 110-113.

* Byron Farwell, The Great War in Africa, 1914-1918 (New York: Norton, 1986).

* David Killingray, 'The War in Africa', in John Horne (ed.), 4 Companion to World War 1
(Oxford: Wiley, 2010), pp. 112-126; Ibid., 'The War in Africa’, pp. 92-103; Wolfgang Petter, 'Der
Kampf um die deutschen Kolonien', in Wolfgang Michalka (ed.), Der Erste Weltkrieg. Wirkung,
Wahrnehmung, Analyse (Munich: Piper, 1994), pp. 392-413; Helmuth Stoecker, 'The First World
War', in Helmuth Stoecker (ed.), German Imperialism in Africa. From the Beginnings until the
Second World War (London: C. Hurst, 1986), pp. 270-296.
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by Melvin Page, which includes articles dealing with the war in different parts of

sub-Saharan Africa,* as does a special issue of the Journal of African History.*

The body of literature discussed so far can be divided clearly into studies by
military historians and studies by Africanists focusing on specific ethnicities.
Although they occasionally reference each other, these bodies of work stand
mainly in separation. Hence, it is not surprising that only a very small number of
academic studies have tried to examine the consequences of the war for the
European civilian population in Africa. In the consideration of such works, one
has to exclude the case of South Africa, where European rule was securely
established and the conflict lines during the war ran less between the Europeans
and Africans, but rather between the British and Afrikaner population.®” Other
studies have been dedicated to the impact the war had on the European population

of Northern and Southern Rhodesia.*®

The underlying question in these
publications, however, mainly concerned the relationship between the two
territories and the neighbouring expansionist South Africa, which aimed to
incorporate Rhodesia into the Union. Most important for the topic of this thesis is
an article by Kent Forster, which examined the quest for neutrality by the settler

community in East Africa during the first months of the war.*’ He argues that the

majority of the settlers were neutralists not for reasons of pacifism, but because

* Melvin E. Page (ed.), Africa and the First World War (London: Macmillan, 1987), pp. 77-79.

% Stapleton, 'The Impact of the First World War on African People', pp. 113-138. For an overview
see also Richard Rathbone, "World War I and Africa: Introduction', Journal of African History 19
(1978), pp. 1-9.
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German South West Africa 1914-1915 (Rivonia: Ashanti, 1991); Bill Nasson, "War Opinion in
South Africa, 1914', Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History 23 (1995), pp. 248-276; Kent
Fedorowich, 'Sleeping with the Lion? The Loyal Afrikaner and the South African Rebellion of
1914-15', South African Historical Journal 45 (2003), pp. 71-95; Samson, British, South Africa
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Somme. South Africa in the First World War; Simon Ellis Katzenellenbogen, 'Southern Africa and
the War of 1914 to 1918, in M. R. D. Foot (ed.), War and Society. Historical Essays in Honour
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they were focused on what was best for themselves in the colonial society. His
study, however, falls short of explaining why and how the civilian population
ultimately volunteered for war service and came to support the mobilisation
efforts of the military authorities. Providing some explanation for this has been
attempted in a small study, which was conducted in preparation for this thesis, and
which examined the attitude and motivation of the German population in
Southwest and East Africa regarding the war.”” Further details of this work will be

incorporated into a subsequent chapter.

Finally, a third body of works deals with the political and diplomatic history of
the European powers in Africa during the First World War. Following the
standard study by Wm. Roger Louis on the Allied policy regarding the German
colonial empire, a number of works have examined the war aims of the Allied
powers in Africa’’ and the subsequent establishment of the League of Nation
mandate system.’” These works provide the background for the humane ideology
and the much more dispassionate Realpolitik of African self-determination and the
outlook on colonial rule in the interwar years. For the German perspective, only a
few works have added details to Fritz Fischer’s ground-breaking work on German

war aims and the establishment of a vast colonial empire, known under the

% Steinbach, 'Defending the Heimat. The Germans in South-West Africa and East Africa during

the First World War', pp. 179-208.
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Macmillan, 1972); William Roger Louis, Great Britain and Germany's Lost Colonies, 1914-1919
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watchword Minequrika.53 However, in recent years a number of studies have been
concerned with the importance of the loss of its colonial empire for interwar
German politics and society.”® These works provide useful information regarding
the legacy of the East African campaign in German society and culture, but do not
differentiate between the activities of organisations dedicated to German
colonialism as a form of a general revision of the Versailles order and those
groups formed by German colonials who were expelled from the German colonies

and regarded themselves as victims of the war.

Complementing this general literature concerned with the First World War in
Africa, are a number of previous works dealing specifically with East Africa,
which will now be discussed. As mentioned earlier, a separate historiography
exists concerning the military history of the war and studies conducted from an
anthropological perspective. The works of the military historian Ross Anderson
thoroughly examine the operational and strategic aspects of the East African
campaign, and provide a thorough overview of the military operations.””> Edward
Paice in his recent book Tip and Run sought to broaden the purely military angle
of the events and includes, for example, useful information on the conflicts
between the British East African administration and the military command and
draws special attention to the Portuguese contribution to the war.’® In her two

books on the campaign Anne Samson focuses in particular on the South African

53 Fritz Fischer, Germany’s Aims in the First World War (London: Chatto and Windus, 1967); Jan
Esche, Koloniales Anspruchsdenken in Deutschland im Ersten Weltkrieg, wdhrend der Versailler
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und die portugiesischen Kolonien - Deutsches Interesse an den siidafrikanischen Kolonien
Portugals vom ausgehenden 19. Jahrhundert bis zum Ersten Weltkrieg (Stuttgart: Steiner, 2000).
* Marcia Klotz, 'The Weimar Republic. A Postcolonial State in a Still-Colonial World', in Eric
Ames, Marcia Klotz, and Lora Wildenthal (eds.), Germany's Colonial Past (Lincoln, NB:
University of Nebraska Press, 2005), pp. 135-148; Wolfe W. Schmokel, Dream of Empire:
German Colonialism, 1919-1945 (New Haven, CT/London: Yale University Press, 1964);
Hartmut Pogge von Strandmann, 'Imperialism and Revisionism in Interwar Germany', in
Wolfgang J. Mommsen and Jiirgen Osterhammel (eds.), Imperialism and After. Continuities and
Discontinuities (London: Allen and Unwin, 1986), pp. 90-122; Sandra MaB, Weifse Helden,
schwarze Krieger. Zur Geschichte kolonialer Mdnnlichkeit in Deutschland, 1918-1964 (Cologne:
Bohlau, 2006).
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The East African Campaign, 1914-1918.
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contribution and the connection between the political and military interaction
between the governments involved.”’ Finally, Ende eines Kolonialreichs, the only
German monograph dedicated to the campaign, by the Africanist Michael Pesek
puts special emphasis on the transition of power between Africans and Germans
through the collapse of the colonial order by drawing on his previous works on

. . . 5
colonial representations and symbolism of power.”®

Most of the works mentioned above include, to a greater or lesser extent, chapters
on the contribution of African and Indian troops to the war. However, only a
limited number of studies have specifically examined the role of indigenous
soldiers in the East African campaign. Timothy Parsons deals with the
professional soldiers in the King’s African Rifles, while Timothy Stapleton
examines the role of the Rhodesian regiment.”” Only one work has been dedicated
to the enormous contribution of the Indian army, but it solely focuses on the
military aspect of the campaign.®’ Geoffrey Hodges, among others, wrote the
standard book on the African labour corps, whose African carriers were crucial
for the conduct of the East African campaign for all armies involved.®' The
ruthless recruitment of Africans, and the colossal death toll, had lasting negative
consequences for the indigenous societies. These impacts, as well as hardships

through illness and the famines caused by this form of total warfare, are at the

57 Samson, British, South Africa and the East African Campaign, 1914-1918. The Union comes of
Age; Ibid., World War 1 in Africa. The Forgotten Conflict Among the European Powers.
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(Frankfurt (Main)/New York: Campus, 2006); Ibid., 'Der Koloniale Korper in der Krise. Koloniale
Représentationen, Ordnung und Gewalt wihrend des Ersten Weltkriegs in Ostafrika, 1914-1919',
in Jorg Baberowski, David Feest, and Maike Lehmann (eds.), Dem Anderen begegnen (Frankfurt
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centre of a detailed study by Melvin Page on Nyasaland as well as some smaller
works by scholars on the indigenous population in German and British East

o 62
Africa.

In the last decades, a consistent interest has been on the social structure of the
settler communities, especially those of the ‘White Highlands’ of British East
Africa.®® Surprisingly, the war itself, in which a significant number of settlers
volunteered and died, and its public memory do not receive so much attention.
Exceptions are a study which deals with the post-war settlement scheme® and two
historians concerned with the economic changes the war brought to the relation

between British East African settlers and African farmers.®

As earliest European representatives in Africa, a vast body of work has
accumulated around British and German missionaries, and the impact of these on
the African societies. This literature has created its own historiographic tradition.
For the present purposes, only survey studies dealing with the history of the
different mission societies active in East Africa during the war, and selected
specialist studies, will be drawn on to provide the necessary background

information for understanding the role of missionaries during the war period.*®

%2 Page, The Chiwaya War. Malawians and the First World War; Gregory Maddox, 'Mtunya.
Famine in Central Tanzania, 1917-1920", Journal of African History 31 (1990), pp. 181-197;
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% John Overton, 'War and Economic Underdevelopment. State Exploitation and African Response
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of Development in Kenya, 1914-1922', World Development 9 (1981), pp. 735-748.
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Besides the importance of the war for mission activity in Africa so far no

substantial study has been dedicated to this topic.®’

Finally, works dealing with the history of colonial rule in British and German East
Africa in general provide the basic information on long-term developments
outside the timeframe of interest to this thesis. As previously mentioned, although
the First World War can be regarded as a decisive moment in the history of the
two countries, the war and its impact have not received much scholarly
attention.”® Books examining the history of German East Africa tend to either
cover the period before the outbreak of the war, or only start after the
establishment of British rule in 1920.° An exception is the standard work of John
[liffe on Tanganyika, which includes a detailed chapter on the war and its

consequences for the development of the country as a whole.”

1.3. Sources

The main criterion for the selection of sources for this study was to avoid material
published after the war and use as many ego documents as possible. The richest

sources for the war in East Africa are the letters, diaries and memoirs left behind

(Neukirchen-Vluyn: Neukirchener Verlag, 1986); Aylward Shorter, Cross and Flag in Africa. The
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by soldiers from Britain employed in the campaign. The Imperial War Museum,
the National Army Museum, and the Liddle Archive at the University of Leeds
hold material from about fifty individuals, allowing for a balanced assessment.
Soldiers came from all four nations (England, Scotland, Wales, and Ireland), with
a wide spectrum of social and economic backgrounds. What these all had in
common was that they had in many cases never been outside the British Isles, and
thus allow a rare insight not only into their experience of war, but also their
attitude towards Africa and the British Empire. Details from these sources
contribute to the understanding of events during the war and the nature of warfare
in Africa. However, under a more systematic analysis, as done in Chapter 4, they
also provide important insights into the attitude of ordinary British men towards
the global aspect of the war and the relevance of fighting in Africa to defend the

British Empire.

What makes these sources particularly useful is that they are a unique example of
people who travelled to Africa from Europe without any preparation or impetus of
their own. Unlike other temporary visitors to the colonies — like administrators,
engineers, scientists or tourists, who have been the subject of many studies =k iy
many cases these men only became aware of their destination en route, aboard a
ship, and accordingly they had very little or no idea of what to expect in East
Africa. Furthermore, unlike the British soldiers who fought in the Second South
African War ten years previously,”” these men did not volunteer to fight in Africa
or in some cases did not volunteer at all. For most of them the war in East Africa
was a ‘sideshow’ to the events at the Western Front and this perspective deeply
shaped the memory of the campaign. Papers by British officers from the British
Army in India — as well as one illustrious Australian — permit the making of some

comparisons, mainly of the campaign’s purpose and aims, of the role of African
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2 Edward M. Spiers, The Victorian Soldier in Africa (Manchester: Manchester University Press,
2004); Frank Emery, Marching over Africa. Letters from Victorian Soldiers (London: Hodder and
Stoughton, 1986); Graham Dawson, Soldier Heroes. British Adventure, Empire and the Imagining
of Masculinities (London: Routledge, 1994).

34



soldiers and civilians, and between soldiers deployed from Britain and those from
other parts of the British Empire. Unfortunately, the hitherto largely untapped ego
documents of South African soldiers could not be included in this study, other

than a handful of incidental traces in other collections.

The sources that deal with the war experience of the European colonials in East
Africa provide a varied spectrum. The most important collections are those based
in the Rhodes House Library in Oxford and the National Archive of Kenya in
Nairobi, which hold a number of ego documents of long-time Europeans residents
and which offer insights into the uncertainty the Europeans felt towards the war
on their doorstep. Unfortunately, there was never a systematic attempt to collect
personal papers of German residents of the colonies. Combined with the
disruption of postal communication between German East Africa and Europe,
which reduced the number of letters that could have survived, this makes tracing
German sources rather difficult. There are also no unedited letters or diaries by
German colonials who fought the war, other than the semi-official diaries by Paul
von Lettow-Vorbeck and Heinrich Schnee which of course do not reflect the war
experience of the average soldier. This lack of contemporary sources has forced
most historians concerned with the war to resort to published German accounts.
However, while these may offer insights into the conduct of the campaign, they
are of course influenced by the justificatory atmosphere of German colonialism

and by the campaign for the restoration of the German overseas possessions.

This gap in the record can be partially filled by drawing on the rich collection of
mission archives. For this study, nine archives of Protestant missions in Britain
and Germany have been consulted, something that has not been done previously.
Missionaries offer a surprisingly varied perspective on the campaign as they were
at both the centre and the periphery of the colonial society.”” As mission societies

were active in East Africa prior to the creation of formalised colonies, one finds

7> Rosemary Seton, 'Archival Sources in Britain for the Study of Mission History'. in Robert A.
Bickers and Rosemary Seton (eds.), Missionary Encounters. Sources and Issues (London: Curzon
Press, 1996), pp. 240-255.
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British missionaries active in German territory and vice versa. The Church
Mission Society was especially active’* as was the London Missionary Society on
the border to German East Africa.”> German missions, mainly the Berlin Mission,
Bielefeld Mission and Leipzig Mission,’® were — with the exception of the latter —
active in German East Africa. The missionaries also provide important insights
into the Allied occupation: they not only had to pen regular reports of their
mission station, but had a habit of keeping regular personal diaries and an active
correspondence with colleagues and family members. The excellent
recordkeeping of most mission and church archives allows for the assessment of a

wide range of different sources.

The survival of official sources by German and British government departments is
as patchy and unbalanced as the personal papers. The files of the German
Reichskolonialamt in the Bundesarchiv in Berlin offers a less rich picture of the
situation in African than their British counterparts at the National Archives in
Kew. This is attributable both to the communication links between German East
Africa and Berlin being disrupted or unreliable and to the collapse of the German
colonial administration after the Allied invasion.’’ Particularly with respect to the
internment and deportation of ‘enemy aliens’, the files of the respective foreign
offices offer important additional information as do the papers of the India Office

in the British Library in London.”® In addition to the files held in Europe, a
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significant number of papers remained in the national archives of Kenya and
Tanzania. Both collections offer important insights into the local administration
and their challenges with the war. However, for several reasons the collection is
very uneven. The fire that destroyed the Secretarial Office in Nairobi in 1939 led
to the loss of the files of the central government and the Nairobi provincial
commissioner.”” However, the papers of the provincial commissioner of the Coast
Province, who was based in Mombasa, survived the destruction and allow at least
some insights. The files of the German colonial administration were either
destroyed in the bombardment of Dar es Salaam or in the subsequent evacuation
and transfer of the capital first to Morogoro and then Tabora. Before the flight of
the administration in 1916, a number of files were buried and only recovered in
1920 by a delegation from Germany. The remaining and rediscovered files kept in
Dar es Salaam are mostly in good physical condition while those of the British

administration are not well-catalogued.*

By the time of the outbreak of the war, both German and British East Africa had
an established newspaper culture. For the present research, the war editions of the
Usambara Post (Tanga) and the Deutsch-Ostafrikanische Zeitung (Dar es
Salaam), as well as the Leader of British East Africa, Uganda and the Lakes and

the East African Standard (both Nairobi) have been consulted.”’
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1.4. Terminology

Every scholar who deals with the history of colonialism is faced with the problem
of terminology. Historically, the geographical names applied to Africa by the
European colonial rulers, and the expressions that describe its populations, are
strongly connected with an unjust, racist, and exploitative social, economic and
political system. However, to use the current terms would mean artificially
distancing the events described in this study from their original place in time.
Hence, in this work, the names given to territories, regions, and cities are those
used in 1914. For practical reasons, however, the expression ‘British East Africa’
will be used instead of the official name ‘British East African Protectorate’. The
phrase ‘East Africa’ refers generally to the area covered by the modern-day
countries of Kenya and Tanzania (including Zanzibar) and the expression ‘Africa’
generally refers here to sub-Saharan Africa, unless otherwise indicated. To
describe the inhabitants of colonial Africa, the terms ‘Africans’ and ‘Europeans’
will be used instead of ‘Blacks” and ‘Whites’, except where it is unavoidable, for
example in direct quotations where the original expressions will remain. All other
terms, for example expressions in German or Swabhili, will be explained in due
course. However, the words ‘Schutztruppe’ for the German colonial army and
‘askari’ for the East African soldiers will not be ‘apostrophised’ as they appear

regular throughout the thesis.

1.5. Structure

In the following section, the structure of the thesis is briefly outlined along with
some elaboration of the key aspects of the line of argumentation that will be
developed. As noted above, the basis of this thesis are four case studies of the
different aspects of the war — outbreak, internment, fighting, and occupation — and

what these reveal about colonial identities and the challenges posed by colonial

Europdischer Terraingewinn in Schwarzafrika. Das Verhdltnis von Presse und Verwaltung in
sechs Kolonien Deutschlands, Frankreichs und Grofbritanniens von 1894 bis 1914 (Frankfurt
(Main): Peter Lang, 1990).
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warfare. These four substantive chapters are followed by a concluding chapter that
not only draws together the main themes that emerge from these case studies, but
also returns to the question of how this war is remembered and what this, in itself,

says in relation to the focal concerns of this thesis.

Before discussing the outbreak of hostilities, the Chapter 2 also provides an
overview of the political, social, and racial structure of German and British East
Africa prior to 1914. Although this will be covered in more detail in that chapter,
some background to these aspects also is presented here in order to understand the
arguments that are advanced in the chapters that follow. Prior to the immediate
outbreak of the war, Anglo-German relations with respect to their colonial
empires was one of the few fields in which both governments were cooperating
closely. In particular, there was co-operation over a possible redistribution of
Portuguese possessions in Africa, if Portugal’s republican regime should prove
unable to maintain the colonial empire. On the other hand, one can also find
officials and powerful imperial lobbyists who were not content with the way both
colonial empires were supposedly blocking each other’s geographical and
economic development. The focal point for this conflict was German East Africa.
While the Germans regarded East Africa as the potential heart of a central-African
empire, the British regarded it as an obstacle for the Cape-to-Cairo railway. Both
of these colonial projects were highly symbolic and linked to the ‘imperial icons’
Carl Peters and Cecil Rhodes, whose supposedly ingenious plans were blocked by
weak politicians in the ‘appeasement period’ of the 1890s. These historical
conflicts, which were not at all mirrored by any real problems on the ground,
came to play an important role in the war propaganda. Another important feature
of Anglo-German relations at the level of colonials and imperial pressure groups
was the reciprocal observation of the economic and infrastructural development,
as well as the policy towards the indigenous populations, including their legal

status, forced labour, or the intermarriage ban.

These factors lead to one key underlying concern for this thesis: the colonial

hierarchy, which was of course strongly linked to the economic and legal system.
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Both colonies had a similar social composition, which included a much-varied
indigenous African population, a long time established Arabian community, a
growing number of Indian entrepreneurs, and Europeans from different national
backgrounds, including Afrikaners.®* Most European colonials believed that their
prestige was to a large extent reliant on their rule over the Africans. To uphold
this ‘white prestige’, a variety of rules and regulations, both for Africans and
Europeans, were implemented over the decades of European rule. Many of these
became part of general idea of colonial rule and lifestyle, to the extent that by the

outbreak of the war these were widely regarded as ‘natural’.

The more both British and German East Africa developed towards settlement
colonies, the more important the boundaries between the races became. This
stretched from the citizen law, the intermarriage ban, and the unequal application
of law, to more subtle forms such as the regulated use of transport. These
measures were, however, not only directed towards the suppression of the African
population, but also to the creation of a sense of belonging and solidarity between
the heterogeneous European communities. There is little evidence that there was
any conflict between German and British settlers before the war,83 and one could
even argue that the conflict lines were not so much along national boundaries, but
rather along social ones. On the one hand, both East African colonies were
regarded as playgrounds for affluent gentlemen farmers, ‘adventure seekers’, and
hobby game hunters. On the other hand, a growing number of ‘poor whites’, like
prostitutes or manual labourers from Italy or Greece, had settled in the colony.
These groups — in very different ways — contrasted with the middle or upper-
middle class background of the permanent settlers who aimed to create a stable

‘classless’ society. Hence the outbreak of the war was — as in Europe — connected
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with the hope that the conflict would create a sense of an overall solidarity among

the white Europeans.

Foreign nationals played an important role in the development of both German
and British East Africa, as explorers, businessmen, and settlers from the early
establishment of the colonies. Despite the Southern Europeans and Afrikaners
already mentioned, there was a common attraction for both Germans and British
to settle in the other colony, especially along the border in the Kilimanjaro area.
The most important and most influential among these foreigners were Protestant
missionaries. Generally, most of the mission societies active in Eastern Africa
were established institutions by the time of the outbreak of the war. The
missionaries, regardless of their nationality, played an important role in
supporting the colonial state in implementing its power over the African
population. In the years before the war, a growing number of planters regarded the
work of the missionaries among the Africans as harmful for the development of
the colony, since western knowledge ‘spoiled the natives’ by making them
disobedient. Additionally, among the Protestant missionaries there were further
interesting divides. On the one hand, most of them had strong patriotic sentiments,
which is especially true for the members of German mission societies, which had
strong links with the state churches. On the other hand, they shared a sense of
Christian solidarity that spanned national boundaries. British and German
missionaries were active in both East African colonies and, as a pamphlet of an
Anglican society declared in the year before the outbreak of the war, they were
‘enjoying the goodwill of the German Colonial Government [...] and having
succeeded, after years of patient, honest, incessant labour in breaking down the
prejudices of former days, there is every reason to believe that the Mission has a

prosperous future before it.”**

As will be argued in Chapter 2, the outbreak of hostilities in August 1914 and the

following first weeks of the war challenged and threatened the balance of power

* Church Missionary Society, The C.M.S. Mission in German East Africa (London: Church
Missionary Society, 1913), p. 26.
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in the two colonies. Like their counterparts in Europe, the colonials in East Africa
were torn between patriotic fever and the fear of war. In the colonial context,
however, the general fear of war was exacerbated by a fear of uprising by the
colonised population should the European powers decide to fight each other in
Africa. This fear was strongly linked to the concept of white prestige, as outlined
above, and the idea of allowing African soldiers to fight against Europeans was
intensely disquieting to many European civilians in both colonies. The conflicts
between the colonial administrations, which in both British and German East
Africa were reluctant to turn the ‘cold war’ of the first days after the declaration
of war into an active conflict, and between the military commanders of both sides
who regarded an attack on the neighbouring colony as essential, has been
identified in several studies.” However, the debate among the European
population in general has not yet received sufficient attention, despite the
importance of this debate for understanding how members of a relatively secluded
society became convinced and sufficiently self-motivated to volunteer as soldiers
for the purpose of defence and invasion.®® Furthermore, this war stood in sharp
contrast with the idea of the ‘rational west” which solved its problems in a
‘civilised’ manner and the ‘irrational Africa’ where conflicts were solved by
fighting, hence the requirement of a European presence to prevent this.*’ The
debate about participating in the war was quickly over-shadowed by fears of
invasion from the neighbouring colony, and the recurring allegations of espionage
undertaken by Europeans and Africans for the other side. These dynamics helped
to convince large parts of society that war in East Africa was inevitable, and led to

the ultimate breakdown of European solidarity.

% Helmreich, 'The End of Congo Neutrality, 1914"; Eckard Michels, 'Ein Feldzug — zwei
Perspektiven? Paul von Lettow-Vorbecks und Heinrich Schnees Erlebnisberichte iiber den Ersten
Weltkrieg in Ostafrika', in Michael Epkenhans, Karen Hagemann, and Stig Forster (eds.),
Militarische Erinnerungskultur. Soldaten im Spiegel von Biographien, Memoiren und
Selbstzeugnissen (Paderborn et al.: Schoningh, 2006), pp. 152-168.

% The article dealing with the reaction of the settler community is looking mainly at the ‘negative’
reaction at the outbreak of the war: Forster, 'The Quest for East African Neutrality in 1914".. For
the distinct patriotic reaction of the settler community in Southern Rhodesia see Stapleton, 'Views
of the First World War in Southern Rhodesia (Zimbabwe), 1914-1918'".

%7 Steinbach, 'Defending the Heimat. The Germans in South-West Africa and East Africa during
the First World War', pp. 179-208.
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The chapter following this (Chapter 3) will then address the consequences of this
end of European unity via the internment of enemy aliens and, as the war
progressed, with European, African, and Indian prisoners of war. It will rely on a
number of studies published in recent years which focused on the internment of
aliens, both combatant and civilian.*® These have contributed to the understanding
of the increasingly totalised warfare in which the internment of enemy soldiers
was not only aimed at ‘neutralising’ them as combatants, but also at using them
for labour at the front and in the camps.® The treatment of the soldiers, more so
than that of the officers, differed significantly depending of the ethnicity on the
interned and the duration of the war. For example, although they were few in
number, soldiers from India and Africa who fought for Britain and France
respectively were separated from the rest of the Allied prisoners when they
became prisoners of the Germans, which has led to a suggestion of inherent
racism among the German authorities.”’ In the course of the war, the treatment —
and alleged ill-treatment — of all prisoners of war became an important
propaganda tool with which to blame the enemy for not obeying the international
rules and laws of warfare. What was true for prisoners of war was especially true
for the civilian internees.”’ All nations involved in the war interned significant
numbers of civilians as enemy subjects, including women and children. In many,

but not all, cases these internees were respected citizens who lived for years or

* V. Y. Mudimbe, The Invention of Africa (London: James Currey, 1988); Michael Adas,
'Contested hegemony. The Great War and the Afro-Asian Assault on the Civilizing Mission
Ideology', Journal of World History 15 (2004), pp. 31-63.

* Riidiger Overmans (ed.), In der Hand des Feindes, Kriegsgefangenschaft von der Antike bis zum
Zweiten Weltkrieg (Cologne/Weimar/Vienna: Bohlau, 1999); Jochen Oltmer (ed.),
Kriegsgefangene im Europa des Ersten Weltkriegs (Paderborn: Schoningh, 2006); Heather Jones,
'The Final Logic of Sacrifice? Violence in German Prisoner of War Labor Companies in 1918',
Historian 68 (2006), pp. 770-797.

% Gerhard Hopp, Muslime in der Mark. Als Kriegsgefangene und Internierte in Wiinsdorf und
Zossen, 1914-1924 (Berlin: Das Arabische Buch, 1997).

°! Matthew Stibbe, 'A Question of Retaliation? The Internment of British Civilians in Germany in
November 1914', Immigrants and Minorities 23 (2005), pp. 1-29; Gerhard Fischer, Enemy Aliens.
Internment and the Homefront Experience in Australia, 1914-1920 (Brisbane: University of
Queensland Press, 1989); Panikos Panayi, The Enemy in Our Midst. Germans in Britain during the
First World War (Oxford: Berg, 1991); Stibbe, British Civilian Prisoners of War in Germany. The
Ruhleben Camp, 1914-1918 ; Christoph Jahr, 'Zivilisten als Kriegsgefangene. Die Internierung von
'Feindstaatenausldndern' in Deutschland wihrend des Ersten Weltkrieges am Beispieg des
'Englénderlagers Ruhleben", in Ridiger Overmans (ed.), /n der Hand des Feindes,
Kriegsgefangenschaft von der Antike bis zum Zweiten Weltkrieg (Cologne/Weimar/Vienna:
Bohlau, 1999), pp. 297-321.
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decades in their host countries, often holding professional jobs. This policy allows
additional insight into the totalisation of modern warfare, for which the First

World War functioned in many regards as a watershed.

The internment of soldiers and civilians in the African colonies has to date not
stimulated great interest, although these events are worthy of examination. As
outlined above, the mass internment in Europe is not only significant for
understanding modern aspects of the First World War, but also provides insight
into the administrative mechanisms of societies at wartime. Firstly, prisoners were
the enemy individuals the common soldiers and ordinary citizens came in closest
contact with, hence the interaction between prisoners and guards is especially
revealing. The situation in the African colonies differed, of course, from that in
Europe; hence this is also worthy of investigation. In German East Africa, the
treatment of the prisoners and internees was managed by the men on the spot,
since the colony had only sporadic contact with the government in Berlin. It
seems that the internees were kept by the German authorities more for symbolic
reasons than out of real concern about any damaging impact they might have on
the war effort. The British colonies interned civilians and prisoners of war, too.
But nearly all of them remained in East Africa for only short periods of time
before they were shipped to camps in Egypt, Malta or India, from where they

were again relocated to Germany after the war.

As mentioned previously, the treatment of the prisoners differed depending on
their social and ethnic backgrounds. The European colonies in East Africa at the
outbreak of the war had a wide range of non-indigenous inhabitants: the members
of the main colonising powers, Britain and Germany; a growing number of
Afrikaners; and a significant group of southern Europeans, mainly Italians and
Greeks. Furthermore, as a result of long established trade links, there was a large
number of Indians who were citizens of the British Empire. However, there are
very few sources that would allow for deeper insights into these groups of
prisoners. Among this international community, the missionaries had a special

position. Many of them had been in the colony for years or decades, and had
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played an important role in interactions between the colonial administration and
the African population. The arrest of white Europeans in general broke one of the
iron rules of the pillars of European colonialism. But imprisoning missionaries

potentially threatened the control of the colony altogether.

However, the internment of civilians in tropical Africa caused great problems not
only with respect to colonial doctrines. Both Britain and Germany faced huge
organisational problems in housing and feeding the prisoners, and assuring their
physical health. While the administration in British East Africa was quick to
outsource these problems by shipping the interned Germans to India and Egypt,
for the German administration the captured enemy subject created great
difficulties. However, the occupation of German territory meant that growing
numbers of Germans fell into the hands of the British forces. Because of shortages
in shipping facilities and political factors, these Germans remained in Africa well
after the end of the fighting. Hence it is possible to compare the British and

German approach towards prisoners.

A final group of those who experienced internment, and the most numerous, were
Africans and Indians. The majority of these were prisoners of war, many of whom
voluntarily joined the army or were forced into the carrier corps. The boundaries
between regular soldiers, conscripts, labourers and prisoners grew increasingly
vague the longer the conflict lasted. A study of African prisoners of war could
therefore be misleading. However, although small in number, civilian Africans
were also interned. These were mostly educated Christian men working for an
enemy mission society, as either laymen or trained artisans. They were either
interned together with the European mission staff or arrested separately as spies or
collaborators for the enemy and kept in separate camps, together with Indian
soldiers. These Africans and Indians have left few marks in the official sources
but, as comments in memoirs of interned European missionaries suggest, they
were treated far worse than any other prisoners and seemed to have functioned as

‘scapegoats’ and slave labourers.
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Chapter 4 is concerned with the soldiers who fought in the East African campaign.
As outlined in the discussion about the sources, it is impossible to reconstruct the
war experience of German members of the Schutztruppe as no ego documents
exist and the memoirs, even those based on diaries, published after the war cannot
be regarded as a sufficient substitute. However, a significant and varied number of
sources left behind by British participants of the campaign allows for some further
exploration of the theme of national and imperial identity. This chapter will
consider the three main British participants of the campaign: local colonial British
soldiers and officers, professional British officers of the Indian Army, and soldiers
and officers recruited in Britain. It will also discuss briefly the fate of the German
members of the Schutztruppe, but it unfortunately cannot deal with the important

role played by South Africans, overwhelmingly Afrikaner, in the campaign.

After overcoming their initial reluctance for the colonies to participate in the war,
the British residents of British East Africa regarded volunteering for active duty as
important. On the one hand, their motivation to fight was as much based on
patriotism as it was on their desire to defend the colony itself. As such, their focus
was very much on their German opponents, and on the ways in which their local
actions contributed to the broader British war effect. On the other hand, colonial
motivations were also at play. Many felt the necessity to display proactive and
martial behaviour towards the African population, so as not to undermine their

position as strong, resourceful, and ultimately superior.

Considering the attitude of professional officers of the Indian Army who were
deployed to East Africa offers an important insight into the more global
motivations to fight the war. On the one hand, these soldiers were happy to be
deployed outside India and to display their professionalism as soldiers and their
value to the broader British Empire. On the other hand, however, most of these
professional officers would rather have been deployed to places where their skills
mattered most, which in their mind was on the battlefields of Europe, not East

Africa. Career progression was also a motivator for this group, and the idea that
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this would be undermined by fighting Africans in an ‘inferior’ war was also one

of their concerns.

Most important, however, are the British soldiers from Europe, as they allow for a
deep and varied insight into attitudes towards the British Empire and the First
World War as a global conflict. The vast majority had expressed no desire to
defend Britain in Africa, let alone to conquer new territory from the Germans,
while this was a motivation for some of the local colonials. In a detailed analysis
of their letters and diaries, both before and after their arrival in East Africa, it 1s
possible to show how little importance notions of empire had for these men. Their
deployment in East Africa was a manifold challenge, as they could not relate to
the local European colonial population. Nor did the specific features of the
campaign, with its high illness rates and communication difficulties, allow for the
creation of an ‘intimate’ atmosphere and the comradeship of the trenches. Most
men were unable to find any sense of meaning in fighting in East Africa and
regarded the African environment not as a source of adventure — contrary to what
subsequent memoirs may suggest — but as a threatening and dangerous place.
Finally the interaction with the African civilian population and the African
soldiers offers a diverse spectrum of reactions to questions of race and the

meaning of this for non-colonial combatants.

This chapter closely connects to the following chapter, which deals with the
interaction between the Germans and British in East Africa during and after the
change of power in the colony. Specifically, Chapter 5 deals with the conquest
and occupation of German East Africa by the Allied troops. While the emotions
and actions within British and German East Africa can be compared at the time of
the outbreak of the war and during its first months, their experiences diverged
significantly in due course: most of the civilians in British East Africa were only
indirectly affected by the war, whereas the experience of their counterparts in

German East Africa of the war and the occupation was more immediate.
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One of the remarkable things about the First World War is the fact that the
victorious powers never succeeded in occupying any territory of the Central
Powers until the end of the war. By comparison, German and Austria-Hungry
were not only able to hold their position in Belgium and Northern France until the
last months of the war, but conquered vast territory in Eastern and South Eastern
Europe where they established an overall stable rule which was seen — at least by
the Germans and Austria-Hungarians — as a predecessor administration to a
peacetime government. Recent studies examining the policy and the politics of
occupation in Lithuania and Serbia have shown that both were, to an extent,
influenced by the ideas and practices of European colonialism.”” The German
tropical colonies of German East Africa, Togoland, and the Cameroons are the
only examples where Britain — and to a lesser extent France, Belgium and
Portugal — gained control over a significant territorial area with a numerous
enemy population. Thus the war in East Africa reveals a unique context within the
overall First World War: here, German territory was occupied and German

civilians were consequently expelled.

Of course, an outright comparison between the German policy of occupation in
Europe and the Allied invasion of German colonies in Africa is not possible. One
should, however, bear in mind that by the outbreak of the war most European
colonial powers regarded their overseas possessions as integral parts of their
empires, and the European population there identified very strongly with the
respective colony and were, for example, very resistant to any plans to adjust
boundaries or exchange territory with neighbouring colonies of another power.”
Not only did most of the German civilians experience the takeover of German
East African as a hostile operation, many of the ordinary British soldiers shared

the feeling of occupying foreign territory. Consequently, the war experience of

” Vejas G. Liulevicius, Kriegsland im Osten. Eroberung, Kolonisierung und Militirherrschaft im
Ersten Weltkrieg (Hamburg2002).

** When territory was handed over from one colonial power to another after the turn of century
these were mainly areas that had no European settlements (e.g. the transfer from the French Congo
to the German Cameroon before and from British Somaliland to Italian Somaliland after the war).
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British soldiers who were employed in the East African campaign, and who were
fighting in German East Africa, differed significantly from that of their comrades
at the Western Front. Except for those who became prisoners of war in Germany,
the British soldiers in East Africa were the only ones who had contact with
German civilians and who actually occupied German territory as victors.
Conversely, the British military and civilian authorities faced the problems of
supplying not only a force on a stable front, but also of providing for an army that
stretched over vast areas, expecting — at least to some extent — access to the same
food, medical help, and communication with their families as their counterparts
on the Western Front. The peculiar mixture of this campaign (colonial war and
European combatants) extended to the war aims: it was obvious to most soldiers
in the field that the argument by most British politicians that the campaign in
Africa was being fought to liberate the African people from their German
suppressors stood in sharp contrast to how the African population was treated in

the British colonies and by the army itself.

The German experience of the war in East Africa differed significantly from that
of the Germans in Europe. Although the German colonial army did, at
considerable cost, successfully escape an outright defeat by the British troops, it
was not able to prevent an invasion of the colony. The enlisting of all European
men of military age left the women behind on remote farms. Again this stood in
sharp contrast to the important doctrine of European colonialism, to protect white
women at all costs, and it also led to economic difficulties. Many colonials did not
expect to be drawn into a war that lasted so long. As will be seen in Chapter 2 on
the outbreak of the hostilities, these expectations were based on a decisive battle
in Europe. The mobilisation in Africa was regarded by many as a merely symbolic
gesture, but the successful actions of the Schutztruppe laid the foundations for
what was to become a long war, and, to some extent, a total war. As the imperial
troops moved deeper into German East Africa from 1916 onwards, the German
population had either to abandon their plantations and houses and flee, or to fall
into the hands of the enemy, whose African troops were expected to be dangerous,

undisciplined ‘savages’. However, to allow a certain level of security and supply
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of provisions, most civilians were by then concentrated in the urban centres in the
interior, which the British army occupied mostly without any serious defence. As
will be argued in this chapter, the relationship between the occupying forces and
the enemy civilian population differed significantly from similar settings in
Europe, since the European troops were in the paradoxical situation of being
conquerors on the one hand and guardians for the safety of Europeans on the

other.

The concluding chapter (Chapter 6) will draw together the key emergent points
from these chapters and will return to the theme of the memory of this ‘forgotten’
war, in Britain, Germany and Africa. For the German case, a number of studies
have been concerned with the importance of the ‘heroic’ defence of German East
Africa for the revisionist colonial propaganda during the Weimar Republic and
the Third Reich. The focus of this research rested mainly on the figure of General
von Lettow-Vorbeck whose involvement in the ‘Freikorps’ activities made him an
important figure for the colonial cause itself.”® For the British case, the
memorialisation focused on the difference between Europe and the colonies of
British and former German East Africa. While in Britain during the war, as
outlined above, the exotic setting of the East African campaign functioned as a
distraction from the grim fighting on the Western Front, this narrative did not fit
with the way the war was remembered in the 1920s. By this time, the First World
War was not regarded as a common endeavour of the British Empire crowned
with a glorious victory. Instead, the focus shifted to the suffering and sacrifice of
the ordinary soldier in the mass battles of the Western Front. The supposedly
‘lighter side of the war’, as one participant remembered the fighting in Africa,

could not be remembered along these lines.”

* Michels, 'Ein Feldzug — zwei Perspektiven? Paul von Lettow-Vorbecks und Heinrich Schnees
Erlebnisberichte iiber den Ersten Weltkrieg in Ostafrika', pp. 152-168; Klotz, 'The Weimar
Republic. A Postcolonial State in a Still-Colonial World', pp. 135-148.

% A. Cecil Alport, The Lighter Side of the War. Experiences of a Civilian in Uniform (London:
Hutchinson, 1934).
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For the settlers in British East Africa, the war became a turning point for securing
dominance within the colonial state, mainly due to their improved economic
standing and the introduction of a forced labour system during the war.”® This
development was contrary to the expectation that an armed conflict between
Europeans in Africa would lead to a weakening of the colonial system. Hence this
thesis will explore how the memory of the war was expressed and celebrated
publicly in forms of monuments and festivities, and how the British colonials
balanced the recognition of the contribution of the African population to winning

the war, while also maintaining their own superior position.

*® Spencer, 'The First World War and the Origins of the Dual Policy of Development in Kenya,
1914-1922".
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2. Colonial Unity, National Division, and the Prospect of War in

East Africa

2.1. Introduction

Europeans living in Africa at the outbreak of the First World War were minorities
in a double sense. On the one hand, they were ethnic minorities relative to the
indigenous populations of the lands they occupied. On the other hand, they were
also often residing within lands occupied by other colonial powers, powers that
would become enemies with the outbreak of war. These two aspects of minority
status intersect with each other in interesting ways: notions of European solidarity
in opposition to the indigenous population were challenged by the outbreak of war
and the necessity for more nationalist forms of identification. Yet, as European
minorities, colonial populations were reluctant to fully abandon notions of shared
European-ness in favour of more simple nation-based rivalries. The aim of this
chapter is to explore how the British and German colonials living in East Africa in
1914 dealt with the notion of becoming enemies — from how they initially resisted
the war, to the conditions under which they eventually came to support it, and,

finally, the ways in which national unity was created in the service of war.

2.2. Nationalism, Internationalism, and Racial Belonging

In the decades prior to the First World War patriotism and nationalism became
more embedded within colonialism and imperialism. It is debatable how much the
ordinary working- or even middle-class citizen of Britain, France and Germany
identified with their nation’s overseas possessions at the beginning of the 20"

century.”” But there can be little doubt that the crises caused by Fashoda and

*7 For Britain see John M. MacKenzie, Propaganda and Empire. The Manipulation of British
Public Opinion, 1880-1960 (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1984), pp. 145-152. For
the impact of imperialism on German national identity see Michael Perraudin and Jiirgen
Zimmerer (eds.), German Colonialism and National Identity (London: Routledge, 2011); Sara
Friedrichsmeyer, Sara Lennox, and Susanne Zantop (eds.), The Imperialist Imagination. German
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Morocco, as well as the Second South African War and the Herero War in
German Southwest Africa, raised the awareness of the European empires and
influenced public opinion and politics in relation to these. The sentiment that
colonial possessions were vital for the survival of the respective nation was
actively propagated by the numerous lobby groups dedicated to the cause and was
closely linked to the military strength of the nation, especially its navy.”

It is also debatable how much national identity was changed and shaped by the
notion of European racial superiority and imperialism. In this regard, nationalistic
narratives of imperialism can be contrasted with the notion of the ‘European
civilising mission’ rooted in the assumption of a shared European responsibility
towards the ‘uplifting’ and ‘enlightening’ of Asians and Africans through
Christianity, western education, or commercial activity. This paradoxical
perception of the ‘colonial project’ as both national and international (or at least
pan-European) was shared by colonial activists in the metropole as well as by the
‘men of the spot’. For example, in her recent study of Anglo-German colonial
relations Ulrike Lindner points out that besides economic competition, German
and British colonial administrators working in and on Africa had reached a high
degree of understanding by the outbreak of the First World War.” The sentiment
that Britain and Germany should work together ‘in developing the material
resources of [Africa] and in upholding the credit of European civilisation among
their backward people’ was shared by those at the top of the colonial hierarchy,
like Viscount Alfred Milner or the German colonial secretary Wilhelm Solf.'"
Correspondingly the concept of ‘friendly competition and collaboration’ was also

supported by ‘men on the spot’, like Heinrich Brode, the long-term German

Colonialism and Its Legacy (Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press, 1998); Volker
Langbehn and Mohammad Salama (eds.), German Colonialism: Race, The Holocaust, and
Postwar Germany (New York: Columbia University Press, 2011).

* Jan Riiger, 'Nation, Empire and Navy: Identity Politics in the United Kingdom 1887-1914", Past
& Present 185 (2004), pp. 159-187; Stefan Manz, 'Nationalism Gone Global: The Hauptverband
Deutscher Flottenvereine im Auslande 1898-1918', German History 30 (2012), pp. 199-221.

% Lindner, 'Colonialism as a European Project in Africa before 1914 British and German
Concepts of Colonial Rule in Sub-Saharan Africa’, p. 104. See also Gifford and Louis (eds.),
Britain and Germany in Africa, Imperial Rivalry and Colonial Rule; Lindner, Koloniale
Begegnungen. Deutschland und Grofbritannien als Imperialmdchte in Afrika, 1880-1914.

1% “United Empire’, The Royal Colonial Institute Journal, Vol. 5, No. 2, 1914, pp. 136-137. See
also Louis, Great Britain and Germany's Lost Colonies, 1914-1919, pp. 16-32.
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consul in Zanzibar and Mombasa who forecasted in 1911 that ‘Germany and
England will work together for the expansion of civilization in East Africa’.'""

The British and German Protestant mission societies were also in regular
exchange, cooperating closely both in Europe and in Africa. Even though
Protestant missionaries identified themselves more strongly with their respective
national state than their Catholic counterparts, a sense of a trans-national Christian
belonging was fostered by an increasingly closer co-operation between the
different British and German mission societies.'”” These regarded Islam and
Catholicism (in changing priority) as their common foe. Missionaries of both
nationalities were active in both German and British East Africa and usually
supported the colonial administration in its efforts to establish formal rule in
remote parts of the colony.'” Shortly before the beginning of the war, Egbert
Hudson, a British missionary of the Universities Mission Society in Luatala in
German East Africa, wrote not only about the ‘personal friendship’ and ‘best
hospitality’ British missionaries and German planters shared, but also about their
co-operation to ‘educate’ the African labourers.'™ Thomas Westgate, an English
member of the Church Missionary Society in Kongwa, underlines the excellent

co-operation between mission and colonial administration in German East Africa:

"' Heinrich Brode, British and German East Africa. Their Economic and Commercial Relations
(London: Arnold, 1911), p. 167. See also W. O. Henderson, 'British Economic Activity in the
German Colonies, 1884-1914', Economic History Review 15 (1945), pp. 56-66. See also RH, MSS
Afr. s. 1277, Richard Gethin, Memoirs.

' Brian Stanley, The World Missionary Conference, Edinburgh 1910 (Grand Rapids, MI:
Eerdmans, 2009), pp. 277-302. For the cooperation in Africa see Michael Frohlich, Von
Konfrontation zur Koexistez. Die deutsch-englischen Kolonialbeziehungen in Afrika zwischen
1884 und 1914 (Bochum: Brockmeyer, 1990); Christian Weitnauer, Die lutherische Gemeinde
‘Schlesien'/Morogoro (Tansania) von 1908 bis 1960. Mission unter ungiinstigen Bedingungen und
Gemeindeaufbau in grofier Verschiedenheit (Neuendettelsau: Augustana, 1992), pp. 45-72.

' Wright, German Missions in Tanganyika, 1891-1941. Lutherans and Moravians in the
Southern Highlands; Rainer Tetzlaff, 'Die Mission im Spannungsfeld zwischen kolonialer
Herrschaftssicherung und Zivilisierungsanspruch in Deutsch-Ostafrika', in Klaus J. Bade (ed.),
Imperialismus und Kolonialmission. Kaiserliches Deutschland und koloniales Imperium
(Wiesbaden: Steiner, 1982); J.C. Winter, 'Missionsmethoden der groferen protestantischen
Missionsgesellschaften in Tanzania im Uberblick', in Gerhard Mellinghoff (ed.), Lutherische
Kirche Tanzania. Ein Handbuch (Erlangen: Verlag der Evangelisch-lutherischen Mission, 1990),
pp. 77-100.

"% Egbert C. Hudson, A Central African Parish (Cambridge: Heffer, 1914), p. 50f. See also
SOAS, CWM, Central Africa reports, Box 4, report by Dr H.E. Wareham, 29 September 1914.
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In the minds of the German Colonial Authorities, our mission is looked
upon, to say the least, as an asset to this part of their colonial empire.
[...] The Church Mission Society’s German East African staff have
retained the confidence and esteem of a succession of wise and capable
Governors and the leading members of the ruling power, through all the

years that have passed.'”

The line between British and German nationals was further blurred by the fact that
a significant number of ethnic Germans had British nationality as they originated

from South Africa before moving to East Africa.'*

Again, this highlights the fact
that citizenship in the colonial context has to be considered secondary to racial
belonging. Inclusion in the colonial society required a total commitment to the
written and unwritten rules of colonial life (e.g. acceptance of racial boundaries or
anti-Socialism). Here one’s social status was based less on nationality or religion,
and more on length of residence in Africa, economic success, and group

loyalty.""”

However, the generally positive sentiment of colonial progress, and the
atmosphere of friendly co-operation between European colonials, should not
overshadow the fact that the tropical colonies in East Africa at the outbreak of the
First World War were anything but thriving places for European colonialism.
While a number of larger European trading companies and plantations did run
profitable businesses, a significant number of European settlers and planters who
lived permanently in the colonies struggled financially. This led to on-going
conflicts in both German and British East Africa between the settler community

and the colonial administration, especially about the treatment of Africans as

105 CMS, 491, Thomas B. R. Westgate, F15 Printed Stuff, 2 brochure ‘Twelve Years with the
Church Mission Society under the German Flag, 1902-1914".

1% There were about 300 British nationals living in German East Africa in 1913, but this number
includes citizens of British colonies and dominions (esp. South Africa). Karl Schneider, Jahrbuch
tiber die deutschen Kolonien, vol. 7 (Essen: Baedeker, 1913), p. 226. There were 165 Germans and
Austrians living in the British East Africa in 1914.

"7 Ann Laura Stoler, 'Rethinking Colonial Categories: European Communities and the Boundaries
of Rule', Comparative Studies in Society and History 31 (1989), pp. 134-161; Kennedy, Islands of
White. Settlers Society and Culture in Kenya and Southern Rhodesia, 1890-1939.
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labourers, investment in infrastructure, and the purpose of maintaining overseas

'% The German settlers in particular regarded themselves as the ‘core of

colonies.
the colony” and stressed that only through their permanent presence in the colony
and sacrifice for the ‘greater Germany’ would the German overseas empire thrive.
The self-perception, and self-presentation, of German colonials as better and purer
Germans nonetheless stands in contrast with the fact that German East African
settlers were also eager to embrace and copy the lifestyle of an international
upper-class. Curiously, these ‘fantasies of upward mobility’ were shared by most
German colonials and often expressed themselves through imitation of the British
gentleman farmer.'” Generally, although colonialism was inevitably bound to
empires and therefore nationalism, there was more evidence of transnational
(racial) belonging in the colonies than there was of strict nationalism. This
balance was, however, severely challenged by the outbreak of the First World

War and the decision by the belligerent powers to fight the war in the African

colonies as well.

2.3. Rejecting the War

Comparative studies conducted in the last decades have established that the
majority of the population in Europe did not experience the outbreak of war in
August 1914 as a moment of joyful excitement. Rather, a complex picture of
differing and often ambiguous reactions has emerged, from which it is nearly

impossible to generalise.''’ This is especially true for the colonial population in

'% For the German colonies see Norbert Aas and Harald Sippel, Koloniale Konflikte im Alltag.

Eine rechtshistorische Untersuchung der Auseinandersetzungen des Siedlers Heinrich Langkopp
mit der Kolonialverwaltung in Deutsch-Ostafrika und dem Reichsentschddigungsamt in Berlin,
1910-1929 (Bayreuth: Breitinger, 1997); S6ldenwagner, Spaces of Negotiation. European
Settlement and Settlers in German East Africa, 1900-1914.

"% George Steinmetz, "The Devil's Handwriting". Precolonial Discourse, Ethnographic Acuity,
and Cross-Identification in German Colonialism', Comparative Studies in Society and History 45
(2003), pp. 41-95 here p. 53. For East Africa see Bald, Deutsch-Ostafrika 1900-1914. Eine Studie
iiber Verwaltung, Interessengruppen und wirtschaftliche Erschlieffung, pp. 129-130. For a more
general discussion see Benedict Anderson, /magined Communities. Reflections on the Origin and
Spread of Nationalism (London: Verso, 1983), p. 150.

""'Verhey, The Spirit of 1914. Militarism, Myth and Mobilization in Germany;, Pennell, A
Kingdom United. Popular Responses to the Outbreak of the First World War in Britain and
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both German and British East Africa who were hesitant to accept that the colonies
should turn into a theatre of war. While most of them were enthusiastic about the
idea of fighting ‘the perfidious Brit’ or ‘barbaric Hun’ in Europe, there was a
great sense of discomfort about engaging in war against another colonising and
civilising power on African soil.'"' This theme was repeated in subsequent
narratives of the war in East Africa and was often linked to more general concerns
about the ‘legality’ of the war with respect to the Congo Treaty of 1885, which
stipulated that African possessions in the Congo basin would be neutral in the

1512

event of war between the European states. Undoubtedly, however, such
concerns were also linked to the image of who, exactly, would bear arms should
war come to Africa. The very idea that indigenous soldiers would be allowed to
capture and kill Europeans on the battlefield, as well as to conquer and plunder
European property, disconcerted settlers, administrators and missionaries alike.
Notwithstanding these points, however, it should not be overlooked that
significant sections of colonial civilian society in both German and British East
Africa did react enthusiastically to the prospect of a war between Britain and
Germany, not only in Europe, but also in Africa. Given these contrasting
responses, it 1s necessary to delve deeper into the sentiments, concerns and
arguments exchanged in East Africa in August 1914 to gain a fuller, and more
systematic, picture of the themes put forward by supporters and opponents of the

war.

When considering the situation in German and British East Africa in summer
1914, it is important to bear in mind that only a limited amount of information

from Europe was available, in the form of short and neutral cable messages or

Ireland; Christian Geinitz, Kriegsfurcht und Kampfbereitschaft - Das Augusterlebnis in Freibug.
Eine Studie zum Kriegsbeginn (Essen: Klartext, 1998); Benjamin Ziemann, Front und Heimat.
Ldndliche Kriegserfahrungen im siidlichen Bayern, 1914-1923 (Essen: Klartext, 1997).

""" Paul von Lettow-Vorbeck, My Reminiscences of East Africa (London: Hurst and Blackett,
1920), pp. 27-28; Wilhelm Arning, Vier Jahre Weltkrieg in Deutsch-Ostafrika (Hanover:
Jaenecke, 1919), p. 18.

"'* See e.g. Huxley, White Man's Country. Lord Delamere and the Making of Kenya; Richard
Meinertzhagen, Army Diary, 1899-1926 (Edinburgh/London: Oliver and Boyd, 1960). For an
academic discussion see Helmreich, 'The End of Congo Neutrality, 1914'; Forster, 'The Quest for
East African Neutrality in 1914".
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newspapers sent by post that arrived weeks later. As one resident of Mombasa put
it: ‘One feels very much in a backwater out here at such a time. Reuter’s cables

2113
'3 As a result,

are only of the scrappiest nature and no doubt severely censored.
the colonials had to develop their own opinions about the news of the war and
find ways of expressing their feelings. In this regard, existing, familiar patterns of
patriotism and nationalism provided a reassuring cultural framework. But these
also had to be adapted to, and combined with, the particular demands of the

colonial setting.

The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand and the ‘July Crisis’ were, of
course, covered in the local colonial press, but war was not as strongly anticipated
as i1t was in the popular press in London or Berlin. The inhabitants of Nairobi or
Dar es Salaam did not experience the heightened atmosphere of belligerence that
affected the middle class public and its press in Europe in the last week of July,
but rather concentrated on local issues like the opening of the colonial exhibition
in Dar es Salaam or other local news. When the news of a war of all major
European powers reached East Africa, the majority of the population as well as
the press were taken by surprise; as one settler wrote, the news ‘shook the peace
in these East African solitudes’.''* The residents of small settlements and remote
farms rushed to the urban centres to gather news about the state of affairs, which
added to the general ‘state of confusion’.'"> The atmosphere in the different towns
ranged from ‘very gloomy’ in Mombasa, where ‘nearly everything [was] coming
to a standstill’, to the situation in Nairobi, where ‘the war fever would appear to
have taken a firm hold on the populace’.''® Similar contradictory sentiments can
be observed in German East Africa, where the colonials reacted with panic and
‘pale, scared faces’ upon the news of war and were concerned about the impact of

the war on the colony.''” This apprehension was counterbalanced with calls to

remember the commemoration of the Wars of Liberation, which had been

" RH, MSS. Afr.s. 1876, William McGregor Ross, letter to his mother, 5 August 1914.

" KNA, MSS/52/5, Papers of Raymond Mitford Barberton, Journal of Mary Mitford Barberton, 6
August 1914.

'S RH, Micr. Afr. 586, Peggy Forrester, letter from Alton Forrester to his sister, 24 August 1914
"% Leader of East Africa, 8 August 1914.

"7 TWM, PP/MCR/150, Sir Norman King KCMG, diary, 1 + 5 August 1914,
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intensively celebrated in the colony only a year earlier, and the colonials’ duty to

stand with the fatherland in this hour of need.''®

In all, a significant number of colonials in Dar es Salaam and Nairobi reacted in
ways that were similar to their counterparts in any other German or British
regional centre. On hearing that their country would walk the ‘path of honour and
duty,” one newspaper editor observed his joy about ‘the scenes [...] demonstrative
of patriotism and loyalty.”'"” “The sound of martial music and the tramp of armed
men’ marching to the governor’s residence in order to express their loyalty filled
the streets and ‘created intense excitement’ in Dar es Salaam and Nairobi.'*’ As
Verhey argues in relation to Germany, the masses in these demonstrations
‘followed an unwritten script,” rehearsed at prior anniversaries of historical events
at places like the regional castle or town hall. Participating in such demonstrations
channelled the uncertainty and anxiety of war into reassuring and familiar patterns
of behaviour.'?' These demonstrations should, first and foremost, be regarded as
expressions of loyalty by the colonies to the metropole, especially as the
relationship between the settler community and the colonial administration in both
British and German East Africa had been strained in the decade before the war.'*
The colonials aimed to show that ‘the independent spirit of the self-governing
colonies spelt [no] dissension when the Mother Country went to war’.'”
Additionally war enthusiasts in both German and British East Africa hoped, like
their middle-class counterparts in the metropole, that the war would have a
cleansing effect on their respective nation and end the political and social
struggles of the previous years. One British colonial, who worried about the
looming civil war in Ireland, rejoiced that ‘a common peril has taught us that there

are bigger issues at stake than our own internal troubles and dissensions [and]

" Deutsch-Ostafrikanische Zeitung, 12 August 1914; Usambara Post, 8 August 1914,

" Leader of East Africa, 8 August 1914,

' Leader of East Africa, 8 August 1914. One Nairobi resident compared the atmosphere to a
picnic, see RH, Micr. Afr. 596, Brian Havelock Potts, Memoir, pp. 27-40.

"' Verhey, The Spirit of 1914. Militarism, Myth and Mobilization in Germany, p. 36.

22 Soldenwagner, Spaces of Negotiation. European Settlement and Settlers in German East Africa,
1900-1914; 1liffe, A Modern History of Tanganyika; Berman and Lonsdale, Unhappy Valley:
Conflict in Kenya and Africa.

"2 Leader of East Africa, 8 August 1914.
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may be the salvation of England.” " The editor of the Usambara Post, who was

concerned about the labour movement, similarly declared that ‘the war will bring
a refreshment of the purpose of life and starve out socialism in Germany’.'”
Despite all these declarations of support for the nation’s war effort, there was a
simultaneous understanding ‘that the war was thousands of miles from us’ and
that the residents of East Africa ‘can’t be much involved out here of course.”'*
Supporters of the war both in German and British East Africa agreed that the
conflict had to ‘necessarily be fought out in Europe’ or, more specifically, in the

North Sea.'”’

Ultimately, the dominant sentiment among colonials in both British and German
East Africa was one of conflict between feelings of patriotic loyalty to their nation
and broader notions of ‘white solidarity’ and a commitment to the shared
European civilising mission. These mixed feelings can be seen in the declaration
of the most influential paper in British East Africa, the Nairobi based East African

Standard.

The first duties of these protectorates, now as in the past, is to maintain
proper control over the great native areas...Whatever the national
sentiments may be, the settlers of British East Africa and German East
Africa must, during the crisis, continue to carry the white man's burden.
[...] Therefore, it is well to remember, our attitude must be one simply of

128
defence.

Expressions of similarly mixed feelings can be found in the newspapers across the

border in German East Africa, which declared that the colony should stand

"2 RH, MSS Aftr. s. 1379, Selwyn M. Grier, letter to his mother, 11 August 1914.

'3 Usambara Post, 24 October 1914.

"2 SOAS, CWM, Central Africa reports, Box 4, report by Dr H.E. Wareham, 29 September 1914;
RH, MSS. Aftr. s. 1876, William McGregor Ross, letter to his mother, 5 August 1914.

27 RH, MSS Aft. s. 1179, John Augustus Elliot, letter to his father, Sotik 18 August 1914;
Usambara Post, 15 August 1915; Deutsch-Ostafrikanische Zeitung, 2 September 1914; RH, Mss.
Afrs 1372, Bruce L. Bremner, letter to his mother, 7 August 1914.

¥ East African Standard, 8 August 1914.
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dutifully by its fatherland should Britain attack but also that ‘true patriotism is
neither shown in ill-considered action, nor expressed in senseless and useless
death,’ but rather through protecting the economic value of the co]ony.129 It 1s not
surprising that plantation owners and traders were particularly concerned about
the impact the war would have on the colonial economy. The East African
territories, both German and British East Africa, but also Uganda and Zanzibar,
were interlinked and dependent on each other with regard to transport
infrastructure (e.g., the Ugandan Railway and boat services) as well as to logistics

13
 More

as several trade companies had offices in Mombasa and Dar es Salaam.
importantly, however, the colonies’ main agricultural products, like sisal, cotton
and coffee, were meant for export, and a war would disrupt the flow of trade,

potentially bankrupting the plantations."”’

These material concerns (whether real or imagined) were undoubtedly important
in guiding attitudes about war. However, an equally important concern was the
fear of an uprising by the African population who, it was felt, might capitalise on
the distraction of the European military powers and rebel against their
colonisers.'*” The fear ‘that native risings are likely to occur’ was rooted less in

any factual observation, 10

and more in the general feeling of angst among the
European community in Africa which sometimes bordered on paranoia. The press
in both colonies warned that the African population should not be allowed to gain
the impression that the Europeans colonials were too occupied with matters
outside the colony and too distracted to control the Africans."** Linked to this

concrete concern was the anxiety that a war between two colonising powers

"2 Usambara Post 33, 15 August 1914.

" Henderson, 'British Economic Activity in the German Colonies, 1884-1914', p. 63.

"*! The war actually increased the European share of the colonial export market: Overton, 'War and
Economic Development Settlers in Kenya, 1914-1918'.

"2 While the African population rebelled neither in British nor German East Africa, colonial rule
the neighbouring colony of Nyasaland was challenged in a serious revolt in 1915. See G.
Shepperson and T. Price, Independent Africa. John Chilembwe and the Origins, Setting, and
Significance of the Nyasaland Native Rising of 1915 (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press,
1958).

'3 RH, MSS Aft. s. 1175, Clement Gillman, diary 15, 11 August 1914; Leader of East Africa, 15
August 1914, letter to the editor by G. P. Jennings, Chania Bridge.

4 East African Standard, 13 August 1914; Usambara Post, 22 August 1914,
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would harm or even destroy ‘white prestige’,"”> which was generally regarded as
the underlying principle of colonial rule. This notion of prestige rested on an
assumption that the rule of the Europeans was based not only on military power,
but also on the respect and admiration that the Africans had for the local white
population. Hence there were strict rules of behaviour for the white population,
which dictated that they should avoid putting any colonial in a situation where he
or even she could be seen as weak, vulnerable or disgraced.*® A war fought with
the aid of African soldiers against a European power would inevitably lead to a
loss of ‘white prestige’, and, through this, might further threaten the future of

European colonialism altogether."*’

Finally, linked to these ideological and economic concerns was an overall fear of
the breakdown of the ‘European civilising mission’ through the war.'*® As one

concerned British settler wrote to his mother in England:

What a ghastly business modern warfare is. I think it is a pretty poor
advertisement for our much vaunted civilisation when the greatest and
most civilised nations in the world are trying to murder each other like a

lot of benighted savages.'

Especially missionaries and certain long-term administrators were afraid that the
war would destroy both the material and intellectual progress which had been
brought and created in East Africa by the Europeans in the last three decades.
While damage to infrastructure could probably be repaired, and harm to ‘white

prestige’ countered, the war would ‘undermine the basis of European rule in

5 RH, MSS Afr. s. 1997, M.C. Masters, letter to his family, 28 August 1914.

3% Kennedy, Islands of White. Settlers Society and Culture in Kenya and Southern Rhodesia,
1890-1939.

"7 For a general overview see Adas, 'Contested hegemony. The Great War and the Afro-Asian
Assault on the Civilizing Mission Ideology'.

"% Jiirgen Osterhammel, Europe, the 'West' and the Civilizing Mission. The 2005 Annual Lecture
(London: German Historical Institute, 2006); Frank Furedi, 'The demobilized African soldier and
the blow to white prestige', in David Killingray and David Omissi (eds.), Guardians of Empire.
The Armed Forces of the Colonial Powers, 1700-1964 (Manchester: Manchester University Press,
1999), pp. 179-197.

"% RH, Micr. Afr. 599, Noel Smith, letter to his mother, Eldoret, 7 November 1914.
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Africa and destroy moral values, which will be completely impossible to re-

140
create.’

In their opinion, the basis of European rule in Africa rested on the
mystique and appeal of the Christian doctrine and Western life to the African

population, a mystique which would be destroyed."*’

These concerns, all of which argued against a war in East Africa, were generally
shared by the civilian authorities in both Nairobi and Dar es Salaam who were
‘very upset and [...] bewildered at the sudden catastrophe’ of war between

Germany and Britain.'*

Given this, it is not surprising that in the first two or three
days after the declaration of war, the German colonial authorities allowed British
and other foreigners to leave German East Africa for the neighbouring colonies.
This relaxed attitude was also evident among the colonials themselves. Indeed, the
British consul in Dar es Salaam, Norman King, noted in his diary that the ‘British
subjects I could get in touch with [...] decided to stay’ and not follow him to
Zanzibar, the British-controlled island in close proximity to Dar es Salaam.'"
Although he noticed that some of his countrymen appeared worried, none of them
appeared to believe that a rapid escape to British territory was necessary and most
maintained their trust in European solidarity. It is difficult to assess the degree to
which the concept of ‘Europeanness’ or ‘European solidarity’ was solely limited
to their experience of living in a racially structured society that required clear
divisions and enforced a sense of belonging that would not exist outside this
specific context. There were, however, some colonials who regarding living in
Africa as a means to overcome national belonging and national sentiment
altogether. One striking example i1s the German-born British national Clement

Gillman who worked as a railway engineer in German East Africa.'** At the

outbreak of war he declared that he felt

' Deutsch-Ostafrikanische Zeitung, 19 August 1914.

"' Archiv der Franck’sche Stiftungen/Missionsarchiv (Halle), 82, Kamba-Mission wihrend des
Krieges, letter from the Conference of Missionary Societies in Great Britain and Ireland to
German mission societies, 27 August 1914.

"2 The British consul in Dar es Salaam on his meeting with German governor: IWM,
PP/MCR/150, Sir Norman King KCMG, diary, 5 August 1914.

"“* TWM, PP/MCR/150, Sir Norman King KCMG, diary, 5 August 1914

"* For his Anglo-German background and upbringing see Brian S. Hoyle, Gillman of Tanganyika,
1882-1946. The Life and Work of a Pioneer Geographer (Aldershot: Avebury, 1987), pp. 33-64.
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to be a member of the great community of all mankind, standing far above
being merely a member of a nation. Those few who, like myself,
consciously and as a result of deep reflection have become cosmopolitic
[sic] in their views and ideas are, in a situation like the present, those who

have to suffer most and who are — without doubt — the most unfortunate.'*’

Despite the manifold arguments against war that were presented by the British and
German colonials, one should not mistake these for expressions of pacifist
sentiment. Pacifism and colonialism were unlikely bedfellows, even in peaceful
times. In times of crisis, nearly all Europeans relied on, and expected, swift and
harsh military action against any real or perceived enemy. The typical enemy in a
colonial context was, however, the ‘black’ and not a fellow white. As such, the
demands to keep East Africa out of the war can be seen to be rooted in the strong

desire to keep the colonial order intact, rather than opposition to war per se.

2.4. Embracing the War

The reluctance to involve the colonies in the war lasted merely for the first days of
August. Against the wishes of the colonial administration, the military
commanders in both British and German colonies prepared them for an active

1 While the civilian administration was discussing the possibility of

war
declaring the coastal settlements as ‘open ports’, the British navy bombarded the
communication facilities in the harbour of Dar es Salaam on 8 August. A week
later the German Schutztruppe under Lettow-Vorbeck crossed the border to

British East Africa and attacked the settlement of Taveta. These events made it

For a shorter overview see Ibid., 'Gillman of Tanganyika, 1882-1946: Pioneer Geographer',
Geographical Journal 152 (1986), pp. 354-366.

'S RH, MSS Afr. s. 1175, Clement Gillman, diary 15, 13 September 1914.

"% Tanja Biihrer, 'Staatsstreich im Busch? Paul von Lettow-Vorbeck (1870-1964)', in Stig Forster,
Markus P6éhlmann, and Dierk Walter (eds.), Kriegsherren der Weltgeschichte. 22 historische
Portraits (Munich: Beck, 2006), pp. 287-304; Michels, 'Ein Feldzug — zwei Perspektiven? Paul
von Lettow-Vorbecks und Heinrich Schnees Erlebnisberichte iiber den Ersten Weltkrieg in
Ostafrika', pp. 152-168; Forster, 'The Quest for East African Neutrality in 1914".
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clear that, in spite of any debates about colonial neutrality, the war would spread
to Africa. Still, even then, ‘enthusiasm for a raid into German territory’ in British
East Africa was limited to a small section of mainly young settlers who were
denounced as irresponsible firebrands by the press and other settlers.'*” Similarly
the newspapers in German East Africa warned against ‘Hei3spornerei’ that could
lead to ‘whites fighting whites’, a criminal scenario worthy of Don Quixote.'*®
Yet, in the weeks subsequent to this, one can also observe a slow, but steady
readjustment of public opinion towards the reality of war in East Africa, and a
complete reversal of argumentation relating to the impact of inter-European
fighting on the African population. Those who earlier criticised the war
preparation were now accused of undermining the colonial system since it was
believed that the Africans would undoubtedly interpret any passive or pacifistic
attitude as weakness.'” One letter writer, under the pen name of ‘Civis

Britannicus’, summed up this position:

If anything is going to encourage a native rising in British East Africa,
inactivity and a weak and waiting policy in operations with German East
Africa will do so. I express my opinion with the utmost confidence that we
are looking for trouble from the natives if we do not in a very short time
make a forward move against German East Africa [or] it will generally be

considered by the natives that [...] we are frightened to try it on. R

While the reactions to the news of the war among the Germans and British in East
Africa were almost identical, when examining the motives and rationale for
defending the colonies several differences appear. In the years before the war,
colonial propagandists in Africa and Europe liked to draw new maps of Africa

depicting a large, continuous area designated as a German Middle Africa or the

YT RH, MSS. Afr. s. 1876, William McGregor Ross, letter to his mother, 7 August 1914. See also
RH, Micr. Afr. 586, Peggy Forrester, letter from Alton Forrester to his sister, 24 August 1914;
East African Standard, 18 August 1914.

'8 Usambara Post, 15 August 1914,

'* Karl Roehl, Ostafrikas Heldenkampf. Nach eigenen Erlebnissen dargestellt (Berlin: Warneck,
1918), p. 15; Aming, Vier Jahre Weltkrieg in Deutsch-Ostafrika, p. 18.

"0 Leader of East Africa, 29 August 1914, letter to editor by ‘Civis Britannicus’.

65



British Cape-to-Cairo Connection.'"

Indeed, Britain and Germany were In
negotiations for dividing Portugal’s colonial possessions or even exchanging
significant territory to create a connected African empire.'”> These colonial
lobbyists saw the outbreak of war as an opportunity to advance their plans and
became part of the semi-official war aims propaganda.'> Here the gap between
the colonial population in German East Africa and British East Africa is seen
most sharply. The former focused their justification for fighting the war on the
preservation of the colony and the defence of a territory they regarded as their
‘homes.” Their contribution to the war effort was given not to actively enhance the
geographical scope of the German overseas empire, but to prove that the colonies
were not insignificant — a quantité négligeable — while, arguably, these were more

of a burden than an asset to Germany.'>* Thus, in their perspective, the war in East

Africa was solely a defensive war.

For their British East African counterparts, however, the idea that Britain would
give up any of its colonies or regard any of them as anything other than an
integrated part of the British Empire was not countenanced. Instead, as soon as
East Africa turned into a warzone, British colonials regarded this as an
opportunity to conquer the neighbouring colony. Thus, theirs was a war of

conquest. As this Nairobi resident wrote to his mother in Scotland:

"' See, for example, the two booklets by Emil Zimmermann, published just before and during the
war: Emil Zimmermann, Was ist uns Zentralafrika? Wirtschafts- und verkehrspolitische
Untersuchungen (Berlin: Mittler, 1914); Ibid., Das deutsche Kaiserreich Mittelafrika als
Grundlage einer neuen deutschen Weltpolitik (Berlin: Verlag der Europdischen Staats- und
Wirtschaftszeitung, 1917); See also its English translation:1bid., The German Empire of Central
Africa (London: Longmans, 1918). Or for the British perspective see e.g. John H. Harris,
'Germany's Colonial Empire. Seven Reasons against Restoration', Nineteenth Century (1917), pp.
157-163; Gordon Le Sueur, Germany's Vanishing Colonies (London: Everett, 1915).

"2 Tschapek, Bausteine eines zukiinftigen Mittelafrika. Deutscher Imperialismus und die
portugiesischen Kolonien - Deutsches Interesse an den siidafrikanischen Kolonien Portugals vom
ausgehenden 19. Jahrhundert bis zum Ersten Weltkrieg.

'3 The public debate about German claims in Africa became sharply polarized between
annexationists and moderates most after the press censorship of the discussion of war aims was
lifted in Germany in November 1916 (curiously at the time when Allied troops occupied the
capital of German East Africa), Anne Lipp, Meinungslenkung im Krieg: Kriegserfahrungen
deutscher Soldaten und ihre Deutung 1914-1918 (Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht,
2003).’64-65. For the general debate see Fischer, Germany's Aims in the First World War.

"% Usambara Post, 8 August 1914,
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I may give you the “orrid secret” [sic] as by the time this reaches you, the
news will be stale, but we are going to take over German East Africa. [...]
This will be our little contribution towards the increase of the British
Empire. One cannot help smiling at the idea that while all the nations of
Europe are flying at each other’s throats, we are quietly snaffling all the

colonies belonging to the common foe.'™

The conquest and the acquisition of German East Africa was justified through
three main arguments: Firstly, the territory would merely ‘revert to the British
flag’ as Germany had only gained control of this area that was already in the
British sphere of influence through shrewd diplomatic manoeuvring in the
1880s."° Secondly, Germany failed to develop the colony economically and made
‘such bloomers with the treatment of their natives’ that it lost its right to be a
colonising power."”” Thirdly, and connected to this, was the argument that through
sole British control the whole of East Africa would be in a position to make
significant economic advances as transport links and trade routes, not least the one

from the Cape to Cairo, would be unified."™

Just as in Europe, where some ten thousand poems where published within the
first months of the war, the colonials in British and German East Africa expressed

their views on the war through poetry.'> While most factually based articles were

"3 RH, Mss. Afrs 1372, Bruce L. Bremner, letter to his mother, 20 August 1914.

"% Leader of East Africa, 5 September 1914,

"7 RH, MSS. Afr. s. 1876, William McGregor Ross, letter to his mother, 7 August 1914; Leader of
British East Africa, 14 November 1914. The argument that Germany had failed as a colonising
power became a main theme of British propaganda. See e.g. Evans Lewin, The Germans and
Africa. Their Aims on the Dark Continent and how they acquired their African Colonies (London:
Cassell, 1915); Frank Weston, The Black Slaves of Prussia. An open letter addressed to General
Smuts (London: Universities' Mission to Central Africa, 1917); Frank R. Cana, 'German East
Africa and its Future', Journal of the African Society 17 (1918), pp. 125-133; Hugh Clifford,
German Colonies. A Plea for the Native Races (London: John Murray, 1918); Evans Lewin,
German Rule in Africa (London: T. Fisher Unwin, 1918); Evans Lewin and M. Montgomery-
Campbell, 'How Germany treats the Native', Quarterly Review (1918), pp. 372-376.

¥ Leader of East Africa, 15 August 1914; Leader of East Africa, 5 September 1914.

"% Thomas Nipperdey, Deutsche Geschichte, 1866-1918. Machtstaat vor der Demokratie, vol. 2
(Munich: C. H. Beck, 1998), pp. 778-779; Cate Haste, Keep the Home Fires Burning. Propaganda
in the First World War (London: Allen Lane, 1977); M. L. Sanders and Philip M. Taylor, British
Propaganda during the First World War (London: Macmillan, 1982).
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often dispassionate, these poems are an interesting source, and provide insight
into how the colonials resolved and publicly expressed their emotions about the

war.

In the first week of September 1914 William Monson published his first of many
war poems in the Leader of East Africa. Monson, who worked in a high-ranking
position for the government, had lived for many years in Nairobi and Mombasa

" In ‘Marching to Moshi’ he combined

and 1dentified strongly with the colony.
the most important elements of British, and more importantly British East

African, war propaganda:

Rally round your country, boys, in her hour of need,
Never shall our land become the prey of German greed,
Show the world the sort of lads East Africa can breed,

As we go marching to Moshi. [...]

How the Kaiser’s cheek will blanch to hear the martial sound,
Bitterly will Deutschland rue the day that he was crowned,
All their cherished colonies will soon be British ground,

As we go marching to Moshi.'®"

Although the first stanza of this poem seems to articulate defence as the primary
motive for British war aims, it is also clear in the second stanza that conquest is an
additional, if not more important, motive for the author. Also of interest is the
degree to which the idea of conquest seems to be embedded within the idea of the
retribution which the German people, as personified by the Kaiser have brought

upon themselves. A similar pattern can be found in the poem ‘Dar es Salaam’

160

Meinertzhagen, Army Diary, 1899-1926, p. 118. Monson later published a number of his
poems: William John Monson, Lays from and East African Lyre (London: Gay and Hancock,
1925).

' “Marching on Tanga’ by William J. Monson in Leader of East Africa, 5 September 1914.
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published by an officer six month later.'® Within his poem, the reason for
enlisting is also conquest, although more specifically the conquest of Dar es
Salaam, and the figure of the Kaiser is now enriched by a reference to local
opponent Lettow-Vorbeck and ‘his nigger crew’. Finally, conquest is also
emphasised by the marching tune ‘It’s a long trek to reach Tabora’, which was
based on the popular music hall song ‘It’s a long way to Tipperary’. Its second
verse combines the historic British claim on the area around the Kilimanjaro
(Kibo), which Queen Victoria allegedly had had handed to her grandson Kaiser

Wilhelm II., with an undisguised expansionist policy:

See old Kibo’s snowy peak against the evening sky
Very soon on Moshi Fort the Union Jack will fly

Floating where it should have floated twenty years ago.

In sum, as these poems reveal, the objectives that British colonials should pursue
via this war are fairly straightforward. These centre on the conquest of German
territory, and retribution for what was perceived as their illegitimate and unworthy

governance.

To identify the motivations of the German colonials in East Africa, on the other
hand, one has to focus on a rather more abstract concept: the relationship between

193 The threat of war made it clear to the colonial

the colony and the metropole.
population in German East Africa just how fragile this relationship was. Their
British counterparts not only had a constant interchange with the metropole
through letters and newspapers, but also the continual influx of troops from India,

Britain and South Africa. As a result, there could have been little doubt about the

'2It’s a long way to reach Tabora’ by Anonymous in Leader of East Africa, 31 October 1914;
‘Dar es Salaam’ by G.H. Outram in Leader of East Africa, 15 May 1915.

"% Steinbach, 'Defending the Heimat. The Germans in South-West Africa and East Africa during
the First World War', pp. 179-208; Ibid., 'Carved out of Nature. Identity and Environment in
German Colonial Africa', in Christina Folke Ax, et al. (eds.), Cultivating the Colonies. Colonial
States and their Environmental Legacies (Athens, OH: Ohio University Press, 2011), pp. 47-77.
For further studies on the relationship between the German colonies and the metropole see Krista
O'Donnell, Renate Bridenthal, and Nancy Reagin (eds.), The Heimat Abroad. The Boundaries of
Germaness (Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press, 2005).
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importance of the colony for Britain and the British Empire. The German
colonials, however, felt the need to repeatedly stress that their contribution to the
war was for the sake of the common German fatherland. Yet by asserting their
loyalty to the fatherland, the colonials indirectly laid claim to the fatherland’s
loyalty towards them as well. In this way even if the colonies were in remote

Africa, they could feel part of the strong nation state.

The absence of more explicit war aims did not mean that the colonials did not
share Germany’s claim to be a ‘world power.” They regarded themselves as the
Kaiser’s overseas bulwark and considered the question of fleet building and naval
superiority as issues that mattered particularly to them. Consequently, when they
referred to the fatherland, they had in mind a strong state that was economically
healthy and militarily well equipped for the war. But something more than the
abstract idea of fatherland would be needed to motivate men to fight for, and to
die for, Germany. Here the very German idea of Heimat becomes central to
understanding the war motivations of German colonials.'®* The image of Heimat —
represented by lonely, scattered homes, rural towns and happy families that were
attacked from the outside — provided German colonials with their most effective

motivation.

In a long poem by Otto Gerlach, a citizen of Dar es Salaam, written shortly after
the start of the war, the connection between fatherland and Heimat comes into
sharp focus. It starts with a description of a peaceful, rural Heimat in Germany,
where people brought in the harvest while singing Heimat songs, until the enemy

brought war to the land:

'* For an overview on the importance of Heimat for the German national identity see Alon
Confino, The Nation As a Local Metaphor: Wiirttemberg, Imperial Germany, and National
Memory, 1871-1918 (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 1997); Ibid., 'The
Nation as Local Metaphor. Heimat, National Memory and the German Empire, 1871-1918',
History and Memory 5 (1993), pp. 42-86; Celia Applegate, 4 Nation of Provincials. The German
Idea of Heimat (Berkley, CA: University of California Press, 1990). For the concept of Heimat
during the First World War see also Ziemann, Front und Heimat. Léndliche Kriegserfahrungen im
stidlichen Bayern, 1914-1923.
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My German land! You feel the fiery steps,

Where they rush through you on bloody feet,

Where they have destroyed the quiet peace of German vales
With thunderous voice that echoes everywhere,

Where our harmless, joyful Heimat songs

Are drowned out by the clarion call of war

And the fair muses’ garland is driven out. '®

Reference to German ‘Kultur’ and German work (‘Arbeit’) also appeared in
publications in Germany. But, as these values were at the core of the cultural
justification of colonisation, they had a special significance in the colonies. The
mantra of the colonial population and the colonialist lobby in Germany was that
the colonies propagated ‘Germanness’ (‘Deutschtum’) around the globe and

benefited the national economy.

In the lines that follow on from the above, the construction of the relationship
between fatherland and Heimat can be seen very clearly: the Heimat, with its soft,
rolling hills, its bright colours and its quietness, evokes the female and
consequently must be protected by a tough German fatherland that surrounds and

incorporates all the different ‘“Heimater’ (homelands):

My German People! When around you at all borders
The enemy, bristling with weapons, threatens you!
You stand armed and ore-plated, shielding

: 5 6
Your regions on all sides.'*

' Deutsch Ostafrikanische Zeitung, 23 September 1914, An unser Vaterland! by Otto Gerlach:
‘Mein deutsches Land! Du fiihlst die Feuerschritte/ Wo sie auf blutgen Sohlen dich durcheilt/ Wo
sie der deutschen Taler stillen Frieden/ Mit Donnerstimme ringsum brausend brach/ Wo unsere
harmlos frohen Heimatlieder/ Die Kriegfanfare schmetternd iibertont/ Und fortgescheucht der
holden Musen Kranz.” I would like to thank Christoph Schmidt-Supprian for his help in translating
these poems.

1% 1bid.: ‘“Mein deutsches Volk! Wenn rings von allen Grenzen/ Der Feind, in Waffen strotzend,
dich umdraut! /Gerustet stehst du, schirmend deine Marken/ Nach allen Seiten, erzgepanzert da.’
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Thus far, the verses of this poem replicate those found in multiple variations in

regional wartime newspapers throughout Germany. '’

In the following verse,
however, the author shifts focus to the colony and describes the passivity and
powerlessness felt by the colonials who could not fight in the fatherland’s war of

conquest:

Alas — to protect the Heimat’s meadows

We cannot do any brave deeds from here —
To scatter the enemies’ superior numbers and
To conquer new lands in battle

And build new frontiers all around us.'®®

As they could not fight for Germany directly in Europe, the colonials saw the
defence of their African Heimat against an enemy as their way of contributing to

the war:

Thus we will not sit idly by,

Merely apathetic, waiting for news from the motherland —
No — this rich earth, grown beloved,

Which has earned our deep gratitude,

Let us protect her, guard her like the Heimat,

So that here, too, no enemy on land or sea

Insolently will seize her from us.'®’

'7 Confino, 'The Nation as Local Metaphor. Heimat, National Memory and the German Empire,

1871-1918', pp. 63-64.

"% Ibid.: ‘Doch — kénnen wir zum Schutz der Heimatfluren/ Von hier aus keine Taten mutig tun/
Der Feinde Uebermacht rings zu zerstreun/ Um kdmpfend neue Lande zu erobern/ Und neue
Grenzen rings uns aufzubaun.’

' Ibid.: “So wollen wir die Hand im SchoB nicht bergen/ Uns miifig nur der Mutter Botschaft
freun —/ Nein — diese liebgewordene reiche Erde,/ Der unser heiler Dankeszoll gebiihrt/ Laft sie
uns schiitzen, wahren gleich der Heimat/ Auf daf3 auch hier kein Feind zu Land und Meere/ In
stolzem Uebermut sie uns entreif3t.’
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After a victorious end to the war, the author hoped that Heimat and its colonies
would once more come to epitomise the Heimat idyll. Indeed, the war reveals the

colony to be a true Heimat, and has bound it more closely to the Heimat:

And when our Heimat’s meadows grow green once more
From fresh seed in blood-fertilised fields —

Then here, too, the last wound shall heal,

The last tear from cheeks vanish,

A German song will rush into the blue sky,

A German echo sound through the palm trees!

Then here, too, life shall be revived,

And tighter the bonds of loyalty bind.'”

Despite the flowery language, the image of Heimat remains very abstract in this
poem. Only the palm trees hint at where this distant place is located, allowing for
a broad identification with the colonies.'”' Other writers provided more specific
descriptions of the Heimat that outlined the geographical boundaries of the
colonial region that was to be defended. At the same time, however, the use of
well-established, colonial stereotypes meant that such writing was usually broad
enough to reach a wide audience and to allow them to potentially identify with the
location depicted. This can be observed in another adaptation of the German song
‘Die Wacht am Rhein,’ the “War song of the East Africans,” which called upon all
Germans ‘from Tanganyika to the ocean, from the Spekegulf to Rovuma bank’ to

defend the new Heimat:

There booms a call
From the beach fringed by palms

To the Kibo’s glacier wall:

"% Ibid: “Und griinen wieder unsere Heimatfluren/ In neuer Saat auf blutgediingtem Feld:/ Dann
soll auch hier die letzte Wunde heilen/ Die letzte Trane von den Wangen fliehn/ Ein deutsches
Lied zum blauen Himmel eilen/ Ein deutsches Echo durch die Palmen ziehn!/ Dann soll auch hier
das Leben auferstehen/ Und fester schlingen sich der Treue Band. [...]’

' Confino, 'The Nation as Local Metaphor. Heimat, National Memory and the German Empire,
1871-1918', p. 66.
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Deutsch-Ost, this is about your treasure!
Who wants to be the mountain’s protector?
Rest assured, dear fatherland,

We all stand by you, a loyal band! [...]

As long as the palm tree greets the sea,
Mount Kibo shimmers in Heimat-snow,
With a bullet still waiting in the barrel,
We will crush the mercenary peril!

Rest assured, fatherland dear,

[We will never let the enemy enter here!] '

As the symbol of German East Africa Kilimanjaro with the Kibo peak was
declared a ‘sacred mountain’ that — similar to the river Rhine — was under no

circumstances to fall into the hands of British enemy:

The Kilimanjaro is a prize worthy of the most noble of effort. When the
massive arc of the Kibo’s snowy summit glows in the morning sun,
shining over hundreds of kilometres into English lands, when a tender
Alpine glow at dusk, visible from far and wide, cloaks the snow in soft
crimson, then this king of African mountains — so near and yet so far —

must have aroused the senses, awakened the desire [of the English]. e

As we have seen earlier, the British colonials across the border were well aware of
the symbolic importance of the mountain and incorporated it in their own

propaganda.

' Usambara Post, 1 January 1916, Kriegslied der Ostafrikaner by X.Y., Moshi: Verse 1: ‘Es
braust ein Ruf vom Palmenstrand/ Bis zu des Kibo Gletscherwand:/ Deutsch-Ost, es gilt dem
Kleinod Dein!/ Wer will des Berges Hiiter sein?/ Lieb Vaterland, magst ruhig sein,/ Treu steh’n
fur Dich wir alle ein! [...].” Verse 2: ‘So lange die Palme griisst die See,/ Der Kibo glidnzt im
Heimatschnee,/ Noch eine Kugel dridut im Rohr/ Zerschmettern wir das Séldnerkorps!/ Lieb
Vaterland, magst ruhig sein,/ [Nie lassen wir den Feind herein!].’

' Aming, Vier Jahre Weltkrieg in Deutsch-Ostafrika, pp. 59-60. For the role of Kilimanjaro see
Steinbach, 'Carved out of Nature. Identity and Environment in German Colonial Africa', pp. 47-77.
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Although British and German colonials entered the war with different aims, and
drew on different forms of imagery and argumentation to motivate the civilian
population towards these, the one thing that they shared, like most other societies
share, in this time of war was the need for unity and cohesion. Again, however,
like most societies at war, unity is not always an easy thing to achieve. And
despite the small size of the colonial population, the push for unity was

undermined by many of the particularities of the colonial context.

2.5. Uniting for the War

Both in German and British East Africa there were strong calls for a ‘colonial
Burgfrieden’ and to overcome internal divisions. Like their counterparts in
Europe, the colonials felt that only a united society would be in a position to
succeed militarily. The feeling of living in a permanent situation of crisis
threatened both by the potentially hostile African population and by the lack of a
functioning ‘civil society’, concerned the colonials deeply even before the
outbreak of the war. With the transformation of the colonies into theatres of war,
the colonials in both German and British East Africa felt even more acutely the
strong necessity to create unity along both racial and, equally importantly,
national lines. As could be seen in the poems discussed earlier, nearly all of these
underlined how the colony should stand together in this hour of need. Here is
another, rather blunt, example of a poem in which the different social and
professional sections of colonial Nairobi are portrayed as being united in the face

of war:

Staunch Nairobi men are we,

‘Neath the flag that shields the free

We have ‘listed for the cause for good or ill.
Though we mayn’t be soldiers all,

Yet at duty’s urgent call,
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We can fight as well as others — and we will!
Tramp, tramp, tramp, the boys are marching,
Armed and eager for the fray;

Railway, Parklands, Town, and Hill,

From the workshop, desk, and mill,

Waiting, waiting for the morn’ that bring ‘The Day!’ i

Here the author refers to the most important groups of Europeans residents of
Nairobi: the engineers and railway employees, the civil servants who mainly lived
in the parkland area, the traders and businessmen of the city and the farmers and
planters in the surrounding hills. But, despite these calls for unity, both German
and British East Africa were places in which vested interests, personal animosity
and, of course, racial conflict prevailed. The lines of conflict not only separated
the different ethnic groups—there were also profound animosities between the
European colonials themselves. European civilians were not a coherent and
cooperating group. Without resorting to the stereotype of alcohol-soaked
troublemakers who regularly used violence against Africans and against each
other, it is also undeniable that the Europeans in both British and German East
Africa consumed larger than average amount of strong liquor and were quick to

. 7
use violence.'”

Many farmers, planters and merchants struggled financially and
led isolated lives without wives and children and often with very few social
engagements. Far from being a ‘happy valley’, the lives of the European colonials
were shaped by violence and suppression as well as considerable internal social

conflicts.

"7 RH, MSS Afr. s. 2184, V.C. Young, Scrapbook of Major Joseph Corbet Ward, Commandant of
Nairobi Defence Force (N.D.F.) [note: published in Nairobi paper in 1914].

175 Justin Willis, Potent Brews. A social history of alcohol in East Africa, 1850-1999 (Oxford:
James Currey, 2002); Kennedy, Is/ands of White. Settlers Society and Culture in Kenya and
Southern Rhodesia, 1890-1939; Soldenwagner, Spaces of Negotiation. European Settlement and
Settlers in German East Africa, 1900-1914; Bald, Deutsch-Ostafrika 1900-1914. Eine Studie iiber
Verwaltung, Interessengruppen und wirtschaftliche Erschlieffung; liffe, A Modern History of
Tanganyika; Berman and Lonsdale, Unhappy Valley: Conflict in Kenya and Africa.
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The most important conflict existed between settlers and the colonial
administration and deeply shaped colonial life in both British and German East
Africa. Disagreements about treatment of the African population, and over the
economic development of the colonies, brought both territories to the brink of
revolt in the decade before 1914. With the outbreak of war there was anticipation
that the administration would be more willing to follow the demands of the settler
community. However, as in Europe, the war did not unite opposing parts of
society. Rather, it prompted increasingly acrimonious debates about for whom the
war was fought and what to expect from its outcome. The most prominent conflict
in German East Africa occurred between the district administration and the
association of planters and settlers in the Kilimanjaro area, which was one of the
most important regions of European settlement in the colony. At the centre of the
continuous feud was the question of compulsory work of African labourers on
European plantations. This issue had caused trouble in previous years, but by the
outbreak of the war both sides had found a satisfactory modus operandi.'”® Yet the
conflict resurfaced when the district administration limited the amount of hours
African labourers had to work on European plantations. This policy was rooted in
the fear of a food shortage and was intended to allow Africans, who grew potatoes
and wheat, to provide for the local population and the Schutztruppe.'”” For the
association of planters, however, this meant ‘nothing more but a relapse in that
kind of native policy that is regarded from a higher point of view in the eyes of

. « : D) 17
experienced “old Africans” as a fiasco’.'”®

Many settlers and planters had hoped that through the war their influence on the
political and economic decision making in the colony would increase. Yet through
the war effort the needs of the Schutztruppe became paramount and the colonial
administration felt the necessity to placate the African population as far as

possible. Thus numerous settlers felt betrayed and frustrated, or in the words of Dr

"% Bald, Deutsch-Ostafrika 1900-1914. Eine Studie iiber Verwaltung, Interessengruppen und

wirtschaftliche Erschliefsung, p. 77; lliffe, A Modern History of Tanganyika, pp. 144-145.

"7 TNA, G8/159, Wirtschaftlicher Verband am Kilimanjaro, Minutes of the meeting, 13 June
1915,

7 TNA, G8/1 59, Wirtschaftlicher Verband am Kilimanjaro, Minutes of the meeting, 13 June
1915. The term ,old Africans* refers to long-term Europeans residents of the colony.
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Foerster, the association’s president: ‘The discord, or to name it more pointedly,
the deep-rooted bitterness felt by the planters towards the administration of this
district 1s widely spread, because [...] of the lack of contact [‘Fiihlung’] by the

2179 )
'7% The owner of a cattle farm, who was in a

leading powers with the settlers.
dispute with the civilian and military authorities over the cull of diseased animals,
made his anger even more explicit. He declared that the war and the difficult
situation for German East Africa were rooted ‘mainly in many years of
incompetent German colonial policies’.'® He feared, and prophesied, a collapse
of the colony — similar to the defeat of German Southwest Africa — which nearly
resulted in a trial for treason. The colonial administration was equally disturbed,
and one district commissioner complained that ‘to make mischief in these grave
times between Europeans and the administration proves how little understanding
the [settler association has] about its role and displays a lowly degree of love of

5181
one's country.

Despite the difficult relationships between the administration and the colonial
civilians, the positive legacy of the war in German East Africa would ultimately
rest on the tale of a strong bond between the Schutztruppe and the German
civilian population. The myth of the loyal askari combined with the narrative of
European civilians and European soldiers who endured the war to create a stark
contrast to the split that supposedly occurred in Europe where front and ‘home
front” fell apart and thus spoilt the victory for the German army, which until then
had remained unbeaten in the field. Yet, even though evidence is scarce, the
German civilians’ enthusiasm for participating in the campaign was clearly not
universally shared. And despite the early successes of the Schutztruppe under
Lettow-Vorbeck, many members of the administration and the settler community

remained sceptical about his intentions and feared the devastating impact of the

1" TNA, G8/1 59, Wirtschaftlicher Verband am Kilimanjaro, letter from Dr Foerster (president of
the WV) to governor Schnee, 24 June 1915.

"0 TNA, G8/897, Arbeiteransiedler Langkopp, letter from Langkopp to governor Schnee, Iringa,

26 July 1915

"' TNA, G8/159, Wirtschaftlicher Verband am Kilimanjaro, letter from district commissioner to

governor Schnee, 15 July 1915.
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war on the colony’s economy.'®* This sentiment manifested itself in the first hero
narrative of the East Africa campaign, Captain Tom von Prince.'™ As an ‘old
colonial’ and figurehead of the planter community, his death in the battle of Tanga
in November 1914 led to a strong outpouring of grief and pride. The focus on the
defence of the African Heimat, rather than the campaign Lettow-Vorbeck was

planning, resonated more strongly with the sentiments of the German colonials.'®*

In the first months of the war a certain resentment against a military ‘takeover’ of
colonial life can be observed in British East Africa. With the arrival of the Indian
Army in September and October 1914, the colonial administration and the settler
community were accused of making ‘no attempt to disguise their dislike of the
military and obstruct the soldiers whenever possible.” '** Officers and soldiers
were surprised, shocked or appalled by how little the colonial elite in Nairobi
cared about the war, and how they continued their social life with various balls
and parties, sporting and hunting events. Yet the influx of a large number of
European men to the colony also caused concern for the colonial order.'™ The
officers arriving from Europe from 1915 onwards were generally welcomed as
assets to the rather stagnant social circles and were made honorary members of
sports and social clubs. However, most rank-and-file men found it difficult to
relate to a society that they perceived as obsessed with class and hierarchy as
‘white men and women all appear to be snobs, resenting the presence of new
khaki and quite forgetting what old England is doing to keep them safe and secure
out here.”"*’

The colonials themselves were concerned about an influx of Europeans who
lacked the racial knowledge, and who willingly or unwillingly crossed racial

boundaries.

"2 TNA, G21/630, Strafesache Bezirksamtmann Wendt in Lindi wegen Beleidigung, letter by
military commander of Lindi to district court Dar es Salaam, December 1914.

'3 Pesek, 'Der Koloniale Korper in der Krise. Koloniale Reprisentationen, Ordnung und Gewalt
wihrend des Ersten Weltkriegs in Ostafrika, 1914-1919', pp. 59-82, here pp. 346-354.

"% Usambara Post, 7 November 1914. See also BA, R1001/874, Militirische Lage in D.O.A.,
Band 11, report by Mr Brandes, 25 February 1918.

"> Meinertzhagen, Army Diary, 1899-1926, pp. 118-119.

" East African Standard, 12 December 1914.

187 LA, AFE 29, Frederick J. Smith, letter to his wife, Mombasa, 21 November 1916.
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The conflicts between the administration and the European civilian population
were further complicated by the influence of the mission societies which, through
increased funding and better co-operation, remained important actors both on the
spot as well as the metropole. They confidently promoted the protection of their
African converts and were powerful economic and administrative actors in remote
parts of both colonies. Especially Protestant mission societies aimed not only to
influence public opinion about colonial issues, but also to influence policy.'®
Through stressing the need to protect the Africans against exploitation, and the
Christian aspects of the civilising mission, they often clashed with the majority of
secular colonials, for whom the economic development of Africa was paramount.
Accordingly, settler interest groups vocally and continuously blamed the influence
of the missions for ‘spoiling’ the Africans and, through the Christian doctrine of

89 The war

equality and the teaching of languages, upsetting the racial order.
impacted less heavily on daily routines of the mission societies active in British
and German East Africa than on secular businesses.'”’ Furthermore, most
missionaries were either explicitly exempt from military service as ordained
clergy, or were not expected to join voluntarily.'”’ However, several mission
laymen did volunteer or were recruited for the Schutztruppe or the British East
African forces as combatants. A few missionaries left their stations to serve as

chaplains or medical officers,'”* but many played other important roles based at

their stations throughout the campaign. The mission stations provided a certain

188 v o o S .
Andrew Porter, Religion versus Empire? British Protestant Missionaries and Overseas

Expansion, 1700-1914 (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2004); Altena, 'Ein Hdauflein
Christen mitten in der Heidenwelt des dunklen Erdteils." Zum Selbst- und Fremdverstindnis
protestantischer Missionare im kolonialen Afrika, 1884-1918; Roland Oliver, The Missionary
Factor in East Africa (London: Longmans, 1952); Wright, German Missions in Tanganyika, 1891-
1941. Lutherans and Moravians in the Southern Highlands.

""" E.g. RH, MSS Afr. s. 1997, M.C. Masters, letter to his family, 6 September 1914,

"% AFSt/M, 32, Nachrichten, Korrespondenz wihrend des Krieges, 1914-1916, letter by Lisa
Raum to her mother, Marangu, 23 August 1914; CMS, Original papers B.E.A., G3 A5/0, letter by
G. W. Wright to Manley, Mombasa, 10 August 1914.

"1'So far there is no study on missionaries in the First World War. For the most recent research on
Protestant clergy in the war seeEdward Madigan, Faith Under Fire. Anglican Army Chaplains and
the Great War (Manchester: Palgrave Macmillan, 2011).

"2 TNA, G9/15, Evangelische Missionsgesellschaft fiir DOA (Bethel), 1907-15; HAB, 2/51-9,
Ost-Afrika-Mission 1917, Band 11, Summary of war service for Pastor Siegfried Delius, October
1917; AFSt/M, 199, Dannholz, Jakob Janssen, letter by Aline Wagner to her parents, 6. Juni 1915.

80



level of continuity and stability in the regions and supplied food and manufactured
material, like clothes and leather, for the troops. Furthermore, the mission stations
organised educated Africans for messenger services and provided information on
available food resources in their area.'”> Most importantly, the missions were
active in recruiting carriers for the army as they often had good connections to the

local chiefs.'™

However, some missions also represented an obstacle to recruitment as some
missionaries regarded the intervention by the government or military as an erosion
of their own power and status.'”® Others were genuinely concerned about the
wellbeing of the Africans in their parishes as the mostly harsh recruitment drives
impacted severely on the stability of family life and the local economy.
Missionaries were particularly concerned when Christian converts were taken for
carrier duties and suspected the influence of Muslim officials. Finally, several
missionaries were openly critical of the mass recruitment.'”® It is debatable if this
resistance was rooted in a general concern of the welfare for the Africans or rather
about power and control over the Africans in a particular parish. One well-
documented example is of the Catholic missionary Pater Damm in Ifakara, who
was involved in a long lasting dispute with the military and civilian administration
about the recruitment of porters and the economic role the mission station had to
play in the war effort. The conflict started when the military doctor, Dr
Schoenebeck, arrived in Ifakara and, without contacting Damm, ordered 84 men

and women to be forcibly removed from their houses at night. In this process

193

TNA, G21/604, Strafsache gegen Pater Damm wegen Beleidigung, letter by Missionary Damm
to military station Mahenge, Ifakara 11 October 1914.

' Savage and Munro, 'Carrier Corps Recruitment in the British East Africa Protectorate 1914-
1918"; Killingray and Matthews, '‘Beasts of Burden: British West African Carriers in the First
World War'; Hodges, The Carrier Corps. Military Labor in the East African Campaign, 1914-
1918. For the support of the missions in British East Africa see KNA, PC/Coast/1/13/79, Porters
for Military, letter from Military Commissioner of Labour to PC Mombasa, Nairobi 5 May 1917;
KNA, PC/Coast/1/13/8, Porters for the Military, 1916/17, Memorandum by Military
Commissioner of Labour to PC Mombasa, 18 June 1917.

'S TNA, G9/23,Schwarze Viter (Heiliger Geist), 1911-16, letter form Bezirksamtmann Bagamojo
to governor Schnee, 30 November 1915.

9 TNA, G9/14, Berliner Missionsgesellschaft, 1911-16, letter from Bezirkschef to governor
Schnee, Mahenge 2 December 1915; TNA, G21/604, Strafsache gegen Pater Damm wegen
Beleidigung, letter by Missionary Damm to Governor Schnee, Ifakara 15 January 1915.
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numerous men were tied together as chain gangs with ropes around their necks.
Damm was incensed about these and other acts of cruelty (‘Roheiten’), like
instances of beatings with sticks and slapping the faces of the men during the
procedure, and the distress this caused for the families affected. Moreover he was
generally concerned about the impact this behaviour would have on the public
order in the area: ‘I am downright flabbergasted how a representative of the
military administration could turn through such reckless brutality the whole
population in such great turmoil and show so little tact towards me.”'”’ His
subsequent intervention resulted in the release of a mission teacher and two older

Africans who had both been severely beaten.

The German administration, especially, remained suspicious of the loyalty and
support of certain missionaries and mission societies, in many cases Catholics. In
combination with the fact that several mission stations had foreign staff members,
who might influence the African population against Germany, the missions were
accused of either profiteering from the war materially or not doing enough to
support the war effort by instead focusing solely on the fate and the future of the

£.'”® The missionaries did, indeed, focus on the future after the end of

mission itsel
the war, but many were concerned that their mission would be destroyed by the
effects of the war in the colony. Not only did the recruitment of porters and
soldiers diminish their flock, as those Africans who spoke German were in high
demand by the army, but also material concerns affected many mission stations
(e.g. destruction of property, loss of income). Even though most missionaries

' they nonetheless

identified themselves at a personal level with the war effort,
perceived the war less through the impact it had on the nation and rather more

through what it meant for their institution and religion.

"7 TNA, G21/604, Strafsache gegen Pater Damm wegen Beleidigung, letter by Missionary Damm
to Governor Schnee, Ifakara 15 January 1915.

" TNA, G9/21, Weille Viter, 1910-1916, Lists of nationality of different Catholic priests and
laymen, January-December 1915. More general see M. Louise Pirouet, 'East African Christians
and World War I', Journal of African History 19 (1978), pp. 117-130; Shorter, Cross and Flag in
Africa. The 'White Fathers' during the Colonial Scramble, 1892-1914.

" HAB, 2/52-6, Lutindi 1915-1916, letter from missionary W. Nickel to Pastor Kuhlo, 4 June
1915; LAELKB, Bestand 205, Missionarsfamilien Raum und Wirthl 74, diary of Lina Raum, 21
January 1915.
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2.6. Conclusion

The prospect of war in East Africa was neither simple nor straightforward for the
Europeans living there. Instead, war threatened the structures of colonial rule and
colonial order: war bought racial and national belonging into conflict.
Unsurprisingly, then, enthusiasm for the war — at least for war on African soil —
was initially tempered. Once war became inevitable, the colonials were
challenged to find a narrative that justified their involvement in this campaign.
The German colonials fell back on the well-established concept of Heimat and its
defence as a means for mobilising the population. The British, in comparison,
oriented their war aims toward conquest and revenge. Yet, both societies, through
their deep divisions within the colonial elites, struggled to unite and to form a
coherent and meaningful perspective on their involvement in the war. Again, this
struggle reveals the complicated intersections between the national basis of war
and the racialised basis of colonialism. In the following chapter, this clash will be
further explored through the construction and subsequent internment of enemy

aliens.
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3. Upsetting the Colonial Order: Arrest and Internment of

‘Enemy Aliens’ in the Colonial Sphere

3.1. Introduction

Over the last two decades, the question of civilian and military internment has
prompted a number of in-depth studies grounded in a variety of different
academic approaches. The particular focus on civilian internment originates from
the field of historical research on immigration and multicultural studies, and is as
much concerned with the processes through which ‘enemy aliens” were
constructed and ostracised from society as it is with the act of internment itself.
The primary focus of this chapter is also on the internment of civilians and the

broader social processes surrounding these acts.

It 1s not surprising that early studies of civilian internment were concerned with
the large migrant nations of Australia and the USA.”" Often in comparison to the
racially-motivated imprisonment of Japanese civilians in the Second World War,
historians of migrant history and multiculturalism have regarded the treatment of
the well-integrated—and racially indistinguishable—German community as an
early example of the fragility of civil society. Panikos Panayi’s work on the
internment of German nationals and ethnic Germans in Britain during the war was

%1 Again his approach is

a ground-breaking study of foreign citizens in Europe.
embedded in the broader questions of immigration and integration. Only very

recently has light been shed on the situation in Germany through Matthew

2% Fischer, Enemy Aliens. Internment and the Homefront Experience in Australia, 1914-1920, pp.

278-281; Jorg Nagler, Nationale Minoritdten im Krieg. 'Feindliche Ausldnder' und die
amerikanische Heimatfront wéiihrend des Ersten Weltkriegs (Hamburg: Hamburger Edition, 2000).
Compare also the two edited volumes Panikos Panayi (ed.), Minorities in Wartime. National and
Racial Groupings in Europe, North America and Australia (Oxford: Berg, 1993); Kay Saunders
and Roger Daniels (eds.), Alien Justice. Wartime Internment in Australia and North America
(Brisbane: University of Queensland Press, 2000).

' Panayi, The Enemy in Our Midst. Germans in Britain during the First World War .
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Stibbe’s book on the most important internment camp for British civilians."”
Stibbe’s study is, of course, of particular relevance to this chapter as it is the only
source of comparison for interned Allied civilians as no research exists regarding
the situation of these in Austria-Hungary, let alone Bulgaria or the Ottoman

. bl
Emplre.'o3

More importantly, with respect to the specific case of East Africa, no studies have
been conducted on foreign nationals in any African or Asian colony or country

Mt s

and which could otherwise form the basis for a meaningful comparison.
particularly surprising that no research has been conducted on the situation in
South Africa as this was home to a large and well-established German community
with some ties to the neighbouring colony of German Southwest Africa.®® In
addition, the treatment of German and Ottoman residents in Egypt has not been
examined, even though the cities of Cairo and Alexandria contained a significant
number of foreign businessmen and the country became an important military
front by the end of 1914.7° The same in true for British-ruled India, where
German nationals not only worked as merchants and missionaries but also in

5 . s % § 207
considerable number in the civil service.

In all three places, South Africa,
Egypt and especially India, internment camps were set up for German military
prisoners of war, mostly captured from warships, but also for civilians, residents
and stranded travellers and seamen. As will be discussed in a later chapter,
German nationals captured during and after the Allied occupation of German East
Africa were sent to these camps as the British authorities avoided setting up

internment facilities in the warzone. Although it would be worthwhile to study

2 Stibbe, British Civilian Prisoners of War in Germany. The Ruhleben Camp, 1914-1918
Compare also the earlier studies Jahr, 'Zivilisten als Kriegsgefangene. Die Internierung von
'Feindstaatenausldndern’ in Deutschland wihrend des Ersten Weltkrieges am Beispieg des
'Englédnderlagers Ruhleben", pp. 297-321.

*3 Stibbe, British Civilian Prisoners of War in Germany. The Ruhleben Camp, 1914-1918 pp. 4-6.
?** Japan did not intern any German civilians. Compare Mahon Murphy’s forthcoming article.

*% For a contemporary opinion compare J. K. O'Connor, The Hun in the Hinterland. The Menace
of G.S.W.A. (Cape Town: Miller, 1914).

2% This recent study on Germany’s role in Egypt does not mention any internees. Salvador
Oberhaus, 'Zum wilden Aufstande entflammen.’ Die deutsche Propagandastrategie fiir den Orient
im Ersten Weltkrieg am Beispiel Agypten (Saarbriicken: VDM Miiller, 2007).

7 Ulrike Kirchberger, 'German scientists in the Indian forest service: A German contribution to
the Raj?', Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History 29 (2001), pp. 1-26.
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this globalised system of internment further, it is also beyond the scope of this

thesis. Nonetheless, this is clearly an important area for future research.

Considering the amount of research dedicated to the campaign in East Africa, it is
equally surprising that only very few references to the fate of British and other
Allied civilians and military personnel at the hands of the Germans have been

ol gather

made in any publication dealing with the military aspect of the war.
some information about the situation of prisoners, one has to consult books and
pamphlets published by mission societies, which refer to the ‘tragic’ events of the
First World War in overviews on the history of their mission work, but mostly
refrain from giving more detailed information on the fate of the missionaries and
their staff.”® A possible explanation for this gap in the literature is the lack of a
solid body of sources. As discussed earlier, the majority of files of the German
colonial administration in East Africa were lost during or after the war, which
leaves the reconstruction of these events dependent solely on the perspective of

the victims. However, as a number of different accounts of the war years exist, it

is still possible to extract a convincing picture.

The most accessible information on the internment of British subjects is a short
report by a British government committee on the issue, which was completed in
October 1917 and published in the following year.”'" The report is based on
interviews with British residents of German East Africa, mostly members of the
Church Mission Society and the Universities' Mission to Central Africa, both
missionaries and their wives, but also laymen and nurses. Additionally, one

British planter from the Kilimanjaro area contributed to the inquiry. Here one can

% It is mentioned in Richard Pierard, 'Allied Treatment of Protestant Missionaries in German East
Africa in World War I', African Journal of Evangelical Theology 12 (1993). And more recently in
Pesek, Ende eines Kolonialreichs. Ostafrika im Ersten Weltkrieg, pp. 278-281.

2 Norman Goodall, 4 History of the London Missionary Society, 1895-1945 (London: Oxford
University Press, 1954); Baldur Edmund Pfeiffer, 'The Coming of the Mission to East Africa', in
Baldur E. Pfeiffer (ed.), Seventh-Day Adventist Contributions to East Africa, 1903-1983 (Frankfurt
(Main): Peter Lang, 1985), pp. 11-40; Menzel, Die Bethel-Mission. Aus 100 Jahren
Missionsgeschichte; Pierard, 'Allied Treatment of Protestant Missionaries in German East Africa
in World War I'.

219 British Civilian Prisoners in East Africa. A Report by the Government Committee on the
Treatment by the Enemy of British Prisoners of War, (London: H.M.S.0O., 1918).
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already see the pattern of the available eyewitness accounts, which is dominated

by staff of the mission societies who formed the majority of civilian internees.

Ernest Spanton, one of the main contributors to the report, published his
recollections at the end of 1917 as a book and thus shaped the image of the fate of
the internees in the British public. Spanton was a member of the Universities'
Mission to Central Africa and based in Zanzibar as principal of the St. Andrew’s
Teacher Training College. In summer 1914 he visited the mission station
Msalabani near Tanga in German East Africa where he witnessed the outbreak of
the war.”'" The second account published during the war was written by Ernest
Charles Holtom, a military surgeon on the H.M.S. Goliath who was captured by
the Germans in November 1914 and is the main source from a non-missionary
internee.”’* The third memoir was published by John Briggs, a members of
Church Mission Society in summer 1918.>"* while the fourth and final,
monograph dedicated to the internment in East Africa was not finished until the
beginning of 1919 by which time its author, Thomas Westgate, was unable to find
a publisher and hence had to publish his account privately in Belfast.”'* Dr
Westgate, a Canadian by birth, was sent to German East Africa in 1902 for the
Church Mission Society to run and extend the training college in Kongwa where
he was arrested in 1915. His account is important insofar as his diary and letters to
his wife, on which he based his book, survived in the mission’s archive.”'> This
makes a comparison between the original and published narrative possible. A
number of former internees also wrote about their experience in local British
papers, such as missionary John Williams who wrote five articles based on his

detailed diaries for the Cambrian News from Aberystwyth.”"®

" Ernest F. Spanton, In German Gaols. A Narrative of Two Years' Captivity in German East
Africa (London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 1917).

*'2 Ernest Charles Holtom, Two Years in Captivity in German East Africa. Being the Personal
Experiences of Surgeon E. C. H., Royal Navy (London: Hutchinson, 1918).

*'3 John H. Briggs, In the East African War Zone (London: Church Missionary Society, 1918).
?'T. B. R. Westgate, In the Grip of the German (Belfast: Private, 1918).

*S CMS, 491, Thomas B.R. Westgate, C1 Correspondence, 22 diary.

718 TWM, 95/32/1, Williams, John Thomas, Five articles in Cambrian News, April 1917.
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The national newspaper seemed to be less interested in this aspect of the war: The

2 . . .
7 A peculiar angle on the issue is

Times dedicated only two articles to the topic.
portrayed in Wide World Magazine, a popular weekly famous for its trademark
eyewitness reporters and experts, and for their extensive photos, maps and
pictures about explorers, adventurers and expatriates.”'® While the other
publications are composed in a matter-of-fact tone, this article, based on the
recollection of Hilda Field and Emest Doulton who worked for the Church
Mission Society in Mpwapwa, promises ‘not only to make painful reading, but
stamp the Hun as a veritable fiend incarnate’.*'” It appeared in a series of other
accounts of the war in colonial Africa, which were published before and after the
armistice and combined the experience of combat (or in this case internment) with

220

the adventures of sub-Sahara Africa. This combination of narratives would

become, as will be discussed in the last chapter of this thesis, the dominant form
of war memoirs by veterans of East African campaign. An early — and one could
even say bizarre — example of this combination are the reminiscences of Arnold
Wienholt, an Australian politician, hunter and adventurer who served for British

221

Intelligence in East Africa.”” He was captured in July 1916, but was able to

escape six months later and spent fifteen days crossing unfamiliar country to

222

yA

return behind the lines to his own troops.””” This remarkable event is discussed on
merely ten pages (out of 250), and by stressing that the German guards ‘had

treated me civilly and well’ he already shapes the myth of the ‘gentlemen’s war’

' The Times, 30 December 1916, ‘German Infamies in East Africa - Foul Treatment Of
Prisoners’; The Times, 25 September 1917, ‘The White Man In Africa: German Treatment Of
Prisoners - Effort To Destroy British Prestige’.

¥ Kate Jackson, "Doing Things Differently' and 'Striking While the Iron was Hot'. The
Entrepreneurial Successes of the Media Magnate George Newnes, 1881-1910", Publishing
Research Quarterly 12 (1996), pp. 3-23 here p. 12.

*' Hilda Field and Ernest William Doulton, 'My Experiences as a Missionary Prisoner', Wide
World Magazine 40 (1917), pp. 203-209.

0 Compare for example J. A. Jordan, 'Ivory-Poaching in German East Africa', Wide World
Magazine 38 (1917), pp. 345-355; James Henry Butcher, "My Experiences in German East Africa’,
Wide World Magazine 41 (1918), pp. 211-219; J. Railton Holden, "My Niggers', Wide World
Magazine 42 (1919), pp. 225-229.

' Arnold Wienholt, The Story of a Lion Hunt. With some of the Hunter's Military Adventures
during the War (London: Melrose, 1922).

22 p_J. Greville, 'Arnold Wienholt, 1877-1940', in Diane Langmore and Geoffrey Serle (eds.),
Australian Dictionary of Biography (Carlton, VIC: Melbourne University Press, 1990).
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which will be discussed further in Chapter 6.”* Furthermore, his personal letters
sent from Africa to friends and family in Queensland contain no references to his

. 224
iternment.

This aspect of the war cannot be found in the unpublished accounts of British
civilian and military prisoners, of which only a small number have survived.
Besides the already mentioned diaries left behind by Westgate and Willams,™ a
further journal by a missionary, Frederick Johnson of the UMCA in Masasi,

provides useful details in the different internment camps.**°

Disappointingly, there
are only two original sources of the experience of military prisoners of war, a
letter written by C.K. Hilton about his capture in September 1915 and a short
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