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Summary

This thesis studies the activities of Irish republicans — mainly the Irish Republican Army
(IRA) — in Britain from the outbreak of the war of independence in 1919 to the end of the
civil war in 1923.

It is based on my reading of primary and secondary sources. The primary sources
employed can be divided into two main types: those dating from the period under study and
the recollections of veterans in later life. At University College Dublin Archives, I consulted
the collections of Eamon de Valera, Sighle Humphries, Terence MacSwiney, Richard
Mulcahy, Ernie O’Malley and Maurice ‘Moss’ Twomey, all of which contain
contemporaneous records detailing republican activities in Britain, as well as the transcripts
of interviews with veterans decades later. At the National Library of Ireland, the papers of
Piaras Béaslai, Art O’Brien, Florence O’Donoghue and Sean O’Mahoney contained similar
records. At the National Archives of Ireland, I perused Dail Eireann files, along with those of
the Provisional Government and the departments of Finance, Foreign Affairs, Justice, and the
Taoiseach. I also examined the Bureau of Military History Witness Statements, memoirs of
IRA activities composed in the 1940s and 1950s. Meanwhile, at the Military Archives of
Ireland, I consulted the Michael Collins Papers and the Captured Documents Collection. At
the National Archives in London, government records, police files, and court records
provided an insight into the British response to the republican threat. Similar sources were
consulted in Tyne & Wear Archives in Newcastle-Upon-Tyne and in the Scottish National
Archives in Edinburgh. The private papers of politicians such as David Lloyd George and
Andrew Bonar Law, in the Parliamentary Archives in the House of Lords, and of Walter
Long, in the Wiltshire & Swindon History Centre, detail the British establishment’s view of
Irish republicanism. I also consulted a privately-held collection, that of Eamonn Mooney. A

number of Irish and British newspapers were perused as well.



The secondary sources which I consulted consisted of historians’ work on the Irish
republican movement and the history of Irish nationalism generally. In particular, I have
made use of the burgeoning secondary literature on the IRA in Ireland, such as Fergus
Campbell’s work on county Galway, Marie Coleman’s on Longford, David Fitzpatrick’s on
Clare, Peter Hart’s on Cork, and John O’Callaghan’s on Limerick.

It is the argument of this thesis that republicans in Britain made a significant
contribution to the war of independence and civil war. Through the procurement and
smuggling to Ireland of munitions, republicans in Britain helped to arm the IRA in Ireland,
thereby helping it to disrupt British rule in Ireland and later its attempt to strangle the nascent
Free State. In addition, a campaign of terrorism in Britain brought home to British politicians
and the wider populace the lengths to which republicans were prepared to go to achieve Irish

freedom.

Vi
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Introduction

This thesis studies the activities of Irish physical force republican organisations in Britain
from the outbreak of the war of independence in 1919 to the conclusion of the civil war in
1923. The Irish Republican Army (IRA) is the main focus of study, though the Irish
Republican Brotherhood (IRB), the Cumann na mBan and Na Fianna Eireann are also
accorded attention. Other organisations associated with these physical force groups, such as
the Irish Self-Determination League of Great Britain (ISDL) and Sinn Féin, are given
consideration as well.

The activities of republicans in Britain during the war of independence and civil war
are bookended by the escape of Sinn Féin president Eamon de Valera and others from
Manchester’s Lincoln prison in February 1919 and the arrest and deportation to Ireland of
110 anti-treaty republicans in March 1923. In the interim, republicans were involved in
gunrunning, organising IRA companies, and mounting terrorist attacks. Throughout, they
were subject to the attentions of the British police.

Conspiratorial Irish republicanism in Britain was nurtured by the culture of Irish
immigrants who settled in England, Scotland and Wales in the nineteenth century. Such
immigration is usually associated with the Great Famine of 1845-51. The Irish were already
a familiar sight in Britain prior to this, but the repeated destruction of the potato crop
precipitated a dramatic increase in emigration to Britain, a trend which was sustained for a
long period thereafter by the lack of economic opportunities in post-Famine Ireland. By 1861,
the Irish-born population of Britain numbered 805,717, scattered mainly in urban areas of
northern England and Scotland. Thereafter, except for a slight increase in the 1870s, it began
to decline until it numbered just under 524,000, at the height of republican activity in Britain

in 1921." Including second- and third-generation Irish, the Irish Catholic population as a

' David Fitzpatrick, “A peculiar tramping people’: the Irish in Britain, 1801-70" in W. E. Vaughan (ed), 4 new
history of Ireland, v: Ireland under the Union, i, 1801-70 (Oxford, 1989), pp 623-60, at p. 658; David
Fitzpatrick, “Irish emigration in the later nineteenth century’ in /rish Historical Studies, xxii, no. 86 (1980), pp
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whole in Britain probably exceeded two million. Many native Britons feared and loathed the
Irish, distaining their Catholic religion and strange customs, along with their propensity for
drunkenness, criminality, and poverty. A number of anti-Irish riots occurred in the period
1830s—1860s.> Most Irish in Britain did not experience such violence. If they did suffer
discrimination, it was usually of a more subtle kind, such as difficulties in finding
employment. As time progressed, the majority of Irish eventually assimilated into British
society, a process encouraged by the Catholic Church and facilitated by the acquisition of
skilled employment.® Still, many retained an interest in Ireland’s plight and supported
politicians such as Daniel O’Connell and Charles Stewart Parnell in their peaceful campaigns
for the abolition of the Union of 1801 which welded Ireland to Britain. A small minority
believed that only violence could achieve Irish independence, and it was this tradition that
nurtured the IRA and IRB in Britain.

‘Diaspora’ nationalism played a significant role in the evolution of Irish nationalism.
Adrian Mulligan has argued that the greater interconnectedness between the British Isles and
the United States of America in the mid- to late-nineteenth century, in terms of travel,
communications, and the media, saw the development of a ‘transatlantic Irish nationalist
world’. Fenianism, a movement dedicated to the freeing of Ireland from British rule, was a
product of this new world. For immigrants in America, Irish nationalism was the vehicle
which enabled them to cope with their new surroundings. However, that same nationalism
remained concerned with Ireland’s plight. The ‘“New Departure’ and the ‘Skirmishing Fund’
are examples of this transatlantic nationalism in action. In the first, Irish-American Fenians in
1879 decided to lend their support to both land agitation in Ireland as well as the
constitutional attempt by the Irish Parliamentary Party (IPP) to secure a measure of autonomy
for Ireland within the British Empire. Mulligan contends that the New Departure was ‘a
crucial intervention in the transatlantic development of Irish nationalism’, and one which
‘could only have been made by those outside of Ireland’. It strengthened Irish nationalism by
linking the physical force movement with both the constitutional movement and the
widespread demand for changes in the terms of land tenure in Ireland. In the second, Irish

immigrants in America donated the funds which allowed groups of Fenians to mount

126-43, at p. 126; David Fitzpatrick, ‘The Irish in Britain, 1871-1921" in W. E. Vaughan (ed), 4 new history of
Ireland, vi: Ireland under the union, ii, 1870—1921 (Oxford, 1996), pp 653-702, at p. 690

? Fitzpatrick, “A peculiar tramping people”, pp 639-44

? Alan O’Day, ‘Varieties of anti-Irish behaviour in Britain, 1846-1922" in Panikos Panayi (ed), Racial violence
in Britain, 1840-1950 (Leicester, 1993), pp 26-43, at pp 38-40; Fitzpatrick, “A peculiar tramping people”, pp
656-7; Fitzpatrick, ‘The Irish in Britain’, pp 688-9



bombing (or ‘skirmishing’) campaigns in Britain in the 1880s. Irish nationalism, then, was
not limited to the inhabitants of Ireland itself. Rather, it was an international phenomenon,
one which the republican movement would call upon during the revolutionary years of 1916—
25.

The Irish Revolution 1916-23 occurred against a backdrop of international war and
revolution. The First World War unleashed forces which sustained violence long after the
armistice of November 1918. In Eastern Europe, with the collapse of the Austro-Hungarian,
Ottoman and Russian empires, nationalist and ethnic tensions exploded into fierce violence.
In Africa and Asia too, nationalist movements challenged the British Empire. Added to this
was the new threat of social revolution, emanating from the nascent Soviet Union, the
world’s first communist state. In his celebrated poem ‘The Waste Land’, first published in
1922, T. S. Eliot described the beleaguered post-war world, a world haunted by death and
destruction, with “hooded hordes swarming | Over endless plains, stumbling in cracked earth’,

and where ‘the city over the mountains | Cracks and reforms and bursts in the violent air’,

with ‘Falling towers’ in the world’s capitals presenting an ‘Unreal’ spectacle.’

The activities of Irish republicans in Britain in the nineteenth- and late twentieth-
centuries have been the subject of significant scholarly attention. In contrast, very little has
been written on the activities of the IRA and the IRB there during the war of independence
and civil war. No book has been written on the topic. Indeed, many accounts of the Irish
revolution accord little or no space to republicanism in Britain. The most significant piece of
research to date is a thirty-seven page article by the historian Peter Hart entitled ‘Operations
abroad: The I.LR.A. in Britain’, first published in the English Historical Review in 2000. An
article by the same author, entitled ‘Michael Collins and the assassination of Sir Henry
Wilson’, originally published in Irish Historical Studies in 1992, examines a controversial
event which contributed to the outbreak of the civil war. A third article by Hart, ‘The social
structure of the .LR.A.”, originally published in the Historical Journal in 1999, also contains
some relevant research. (All of these articles were re-published in Peter Hart, 7he I.R.A. at
war 19161923 (Oxford, 2003).) lain Paterson’s article ‘The activities of Irish republican
physical force organisations in Scotland, 1919-21", published in the Scottish Historical

Review in 1993, discusses republican activity in Scotland during the war of independence.

* Adrian N. Mulligan, ‘Absence makes the heart grow fonder: transatlantic Irish nationalism and the 1867
Rising’ in Social & Cultural Geography, vi, no. 3 (2005), pp 439-54; idem, ‘A forgotten ‘Greater Ireland’: the
transatlantic development of Irish nationalism’ in Scottish Geographical Journal, cxviii, no. 3 (2002), pp 219-34
5 T.S. Eliot, ‘The Waste Land’ in idem, The Waste Land and other poems (London, 1940), p. 37
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Another work of relevance is Keiko Inoue, ‘The political activity of the Irish in Britain,
1919-1925" (Unpublished Ph.D thesis, Trinity College Dublin, 2008).

Patterson has argued that the contribution of republicans in Scotland, and by
implication that of their comrades in England and Wales too, to the IRA’s campaign during
the war of independence was ‘slight’.® This author disagrees. The republican campaign was
not spread evenly throughout Ireland. Some areas, such as west Munster and Dublin city,
were significantly more active than other areas, such as the rest of Leinster. It is the argument
of this thesis that the part played by republicans in Britain during the period 1919-23 was
similar to that of their comrades in Leinster.” “... in a manner of speaking, our people in
England are only the auxiliaries of our attacking forces,” wrote Michael Collins in June
1921.* In other words, republicans in Britain were adjuncts to the Volunteers in Ireland,
‘auxiliaries’ to the main “attacking forces’ in the campaign for Irish independence. It is the
argument of this thesis that this was indeed the case. Through gunrunning and terrorist
activity, republicans in Britain made a valuable contribution to the struggle for Irish freedom.
The war of independence and civil war were ultimately won and lost in Ireland itself, but
activities in Britain were of significance to their outcome.

As outlined in the summary, this thesis is mainly based on primary sources. I also
made use of secondary literature on the IRA in Ireland. Comparing the republican movement
in Britain with that in Ireland allows for the exploration of similarities and differences.

The chapters are organised thematically. Within each chapter, I have opted for a
combination of the thematic and the chronological, so as to allow for a good mix of
description and analysis. Such an organisation, however, gives rise to a certain amount of
repetition, for which I beg the reader’s forbearance.

The second chapter discusses how units of physical force republican organisations,
mainly the IRA and IRB, were organised in Britain, examining how they were run, the type
of people who became members and their reasons for joining. It also studies the wider
republican movement, especially such organisations as the ISDL and Sinn Féin. The third
chapter focuses on gunrunning, the acquisition and smuggling of munitions into Ireland. This

was the most important activity of republicans in Britain. All aspects of the gunrunning

® Iain D. Patterson, ‘The activities of Irish republican physical force organisations in Scotland’ in Scottish
Historical Review, Ixxii, no. 193 (1993), pp 39-59, at p. 46

7 On the level of violence in Irish counties, 1917-23, see Peter Hart, The I.R.A. at war, 1916-1923 (Oxford,
2003), table 4, pp 66-7

8Meichael Collins to Art O’Brien, 6 June 1921 (National Archives of Ireland [NAI], Dail Eireann [DE] file
2/330)



process are examined including the types of munitions acquired, the means by which they
were obtained, smuggled into Ireland and distributed to IRA units. The fourth chapter
examines the campaign of terrorism perpetrated by Volunteers in Britain from November
1920 to July 1921. It discusses the character of the campaign and its effectiveness. The fifth
chapter analyses the response of the British authorities — politicians, police, courts and

prisons — to republicanism in Britain. Chapter six concludes.
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2

‘In the heart of the enemy lines '
Organising Republicanism in Britain

I

Following the release of the Easter Rising veterans in late 1916 and early 1917, work began
in earnest on the re-establishment of the republican movement in Ireland. In 1919, similar
work began on the organisation in Britain, with the founding or re-founding of the Irish
Volunteers. In November 1920, Rory O’Connor, the newly appointed officer commanding
(O/C) Britain, told the men of the Liverpool IRA that they were ‘in the heart of the enemy
lines”.! The same could be said of the wider republican movement. This chapter examines the
means by which the republicanism established itself in Britain and the fortunes it enjoyed
there. Through the discussion of two brief episodes, section Il provides an insight into the
establishment and operation of the Volunteers in Britain. Section I1I describes the means by
which IRA units were organised and the roles of the IRB, the Cumann na mBan and Na
Fianna Eireann. Sections IV to VI focus on the recruitment of Volunteers, the motivation of
those who joined, and provide a social profile of those recruits. The subsequent sections then
focus, successively, on the leadership of the various Volunteer units, training and discipline,
along with the problem of unemployment which afflicted IRA units in 1921-22. Section X

discusses the decline of the republican movement. Section XI concludes.

11

Sometime in late January 1919, Joseph Vize, newly appointed Irish Volunteer organiser in
Scotland, wrote to Michael Collins from Glasgow. There, he had found two Volunteer
companies riven with animosities. ‘A’ company, he reported, ‘composed of a good number of

undesirables and mixed citizen army & vol[unteer]s. trying to run the whole movement here’,

' Quoted in Edward M. Brady, Ireland’s secret service in England (Dublin, 1928), p. 26
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constituted a dangerous impediment to the development of the Volunteer organisation in
Scotland’s biggest city. ‘B’ company, however, while somewhat disordered and frustrated by
‘little differences between themselves’, proved a much more exciting prospect. ‘I am happy

to report that I have reorganised B. [company],” he declared,

by taking on myself the authority to issue a special mobilization order in the name of

headquarters (Dublin [sic] and hope I have not done wrong in doing so,) and settled all little

differences between them, had a meeting of about 60 members together, formed the company
in sections, appointed N.C.O.s [i.e. Non-Commissioned Officers], and made same with

Captains & Lieut[enant]s. into a committee for to carry on the company’s work, the said

committee are all of right type, so that B. Co[mpany]. is now on a solid footing ...

With ‘B’ company members ‘greatly pleased’ with the re-organisation, Vize proposed to
attempt reconciliation and amalgamation with its rival company. Failing that, he intended to
call a meeting of all Glasgow Volunteers with the aim of re-organising the whole movement
in the city, for ‘there are quite a number of willing men here to help in that work and very
anxious that something like it will take place at once’.”

The following month, however, with A’ company still proving recalcitrant, Vize was
forced to undertake a complete re-organisation of the Volunteers in Glasgow and its
surrounding districts on the basis of a seven point ‘system” drawn up by himself. The first,
and most important, point stated that the *Volunteer movement in Glasgow [is] to be
controlled by Dublin Headquarters, who will issue all orders for the management of same”.
The re-constitution of the movement according to the system was proceeding ‘to the entire
satisfaction of all here’, wrote a pleased Vize.’ ‘A’ company still proved an irritant, however.
By early September 1919, Vize was contemplating suspending the whole company for not
‘running straight’.* Specifically, he complained that Liam Gribbon, the company O/C,
repeatedly ignored orders. Also, the company refused to give Vize access to its accounts.
Vize was confident that suspension of the company would stop the rot in Glasgow, at the
expense of losing only about twenty volunteers.’

Over three months later, however, Vize had yet to receive authorisation from Dublin
to suspend Gribbon’s company. The fact that the culprits were planning a fund-raising event,

entitled “A Night of Surprises’, made Vize anxious that immediate action be taken for

‘nobody will see a penny out of it’. Vize, however, had already taken steps to frustrate

? Joe Vize to Michael Collins, n.d., but marked ‘Recd 5.2.19° (University College Dublin Archives [UCDA],
Richard Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/11)

3 ‘Outlines of my new system’, probably part of missing letter, Joe Vize to Michael Collins, c. Feb./Mar. 1919
(UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/11); original emphasis

* Joe Vize to Michael Collins, 5 Sept. 1919 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/11)

7 Ibid., 24 Oct. 1919 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/11)
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Gribbon’s plans. As well as moving to deprive them of the usual venue for holding such
events, he intended to enlist the services of a local priest and other Volunteer leaders to
expose Gribbon as a ‘fraud’. Anticipating a challenge to his authority, Vize beseeched
Michael Collins to immediately send him his official appointment as ‘organiser for Scotland’,
as well as an order for the disbandment of A’ company. Lacking these two documents, he
warned, the meeting would fail in its purpose, “Gribbon will get hold of Edinburgh and we
will be powerless to stop him’.® Taking the warning to heart, Collins duly sent authorisation
for the suspension of ‘A’ company, on the grounds of failing to conform to the battalion
requirements of the Volunteers’ General scheme of organisation.’ Vize fails to record
whether *A” company was actually suspended. In any event, the company’s ‘Night of
Surprises” went ahead at the end of March, only to be disrupted by a party of Volunteers;
Vize had previously told Collins that animosity towards Gribbon was running high amongst
the rank and file of the other companies.® A week later, Vize tried to have Gribbon stripped
of his job as distribution agent for an Irish newspaper in Scotland.’

On 20 July 1921, Art O’Brien, Dail Eireann’s representative in London and associate
of the London IRA, wrote to Michael Collins about the situation in the capital. A significant
number of Volunteers had lost their jobs. O’Brien had been alerted to the issue by a member
of the ISDL, from whom an IRA officer had demanded £100 to help relieve the distress of the
unemployed Volunteers. The ISDL man refused to hand over the money without O’Brien’s
permission. O’Brien discussed the matter with Reginald Dunne, O/C London IRA. Dunne
refused to supply a clear statement on the issue, but O’Brien eventually ascertained that
thirty-eight Volunteers had been out of work for some time and were consequently in need of
assistance. Dunne thought that they should each receive £2 per week. With the IRA lacking
the funds necessary to supply such assistance, Dunne felt that he was entitled to demand
money from Irish organisations in London. O’Brien, however, disagreed, contending that as
bodies such as the ISDL and the Irish National Aid and Central Distress Fund (INACDF)
were subject to public audit, their donating large sums of money to the IRA could not be
countenanced. Moreover, he stated that the ISDL did not have such funds in any case, while
the INACRF was not established to cater for such needs. That, however, did not stop Dunne
instructing his officers to approach treasurers of local ISDL branches for money. O’Brien

said the treasurers were being threatened by the IRA men, while Dunne preferred to describe

®1Ibid., 7 Feb. 1920 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/11); original emphasis

" Michael Collins to Joe Vize, 14 Feb. 1920 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/11)

¥ Joe Vize to Michael Collins, 15 Feb., 26 Mar. 1920 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/11)
? Ibid., n.d., but ¢. 7 Apr. 1920 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/11)

9



them as ‘demands’. In one case, an ISDL treasurer was so anxious to keep things above board
that he entered his giving £10 to a Volunteer in his branch’s balance sheet. *Such childish
acts are heading us for a fiasco’, O’Brien declared, ‘... and at all costs its must be stopped.’
He told Dunne that he should have brought the problem to the attention of IRA headquarters
in Dublin. Dunne disagreed, insisting that the issue should be dealt with in London."

The role to be played by the Cumann na mBan in any solution was also a subject of
controversy. O’Brien maintained that the women’s auxiliary should mount collections for
funds, ‘and if they cannot do this essential work, it is difficult to see what justifies their
existence over here’. Yet, relations between the IRA and the Cumann na mBan in the capital
had always been tense. This situation was compounded by the latter recently experiencing a
split. The organisation’s Dublin executive recognised one section as being the official body.
Dunne, however, recognised the other section and insisted that the executive reverse its
position. Describing the resultant situation as ‘hopeless’, O’Brien tried to impress upon the
O/C London that he had no authority in the affairs of the women’s auxiliary. Dunne insisted
otherwise. Overall, O’Brien described Dunne as being stubborn and lacking perspective, and
of having ‘muddled notions’. ‘He is, as you know, an excellent young fellow, and I have the
greatest regard for him,” he told Michael Collins, ‘unfortunately, he is young, and he has no
experience, and is very sensitive, evidently, to guidance from anybody else.” O’Brien
concluded by hoping that Collins would raise the matter with Dunne, the latter being
scheduled to travel to Dublin in the coming days."'

Collins responded on 23 July. He agreed with all of O’Brien’s arguments. It was
bizarre that the issue of unemployed Volunteers should be ignored until they were on the
verge of destitution, he wrote. Equally, it was ‘outrageous’ that IRA officers were ‘coercing’
money out of Irish societies. Moreover, Dunne’s belief that he had the power to recognise
Cumann na mBan branches was fanciful. The unemployment situation was “serious’, he
noted, and he agreed with O’Brien’s contention that the women’s auxiliary should help raise
funds to provide relief. Still, he wondered if any of the men were trade union members, and
whether they were entitled to unemployment benefit. In any event, he promised to discuss the

matter with Dunne. ‘I am rather disappointed that any person could miss these few

' Art O’Brien to Michael Collins, 20 July 1921 (National Library of Ireland [NLI], Art O Briain Papers, Ms
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fundamentals,” he concluded, “but I know we can easily put the thing right, so long as it is
simply a misunderstanding.'?

O’Brien returned to the issue three days later. He feared that London would soon
experience its own version of the “Manchester business’, a reference to the infiltration of the
IRA in Manchester by a spy due to bad organisation. London’s avoiding such a fiasco
depended on IRA headquarters appointing ‘someone of age and experience in general
command here’, he argued. Such a person, using tact and drawing upon experience, would
have handled the unemployment situation better than Dunne. Diplomacy and skill would also
be necessary to deal with the situation of the Cumann na mBan. The section recognised by

the Dublin executive was ‘estranged’ from Dunne’s IRA. ‘I will only again insist upon the

seriousness of the position if matters are not righted at once,” he concluded."

Joe Vize, Art O’Brien and Reginald Dunne were just three, albeit prominent, people in the
ranks of Irish republicanism in Britain in the period 1919-23. Between them, they straddled
the republican movement. Vize and Dunne were military men, involved in organising and
leading IRA units in Britain. O’Brien, meanwhile, was a major figure in the civilian side of
the movement, seeking to publicise the Ireland’s right to freedom by mobilising the Irish in
Britain. The trio’s day-to-day activities, however, often saw them mixing the military and the
civilian, for both sides of the movement were intrinsically linked. Peter Hart states that it was
the IRA’s ‘mobilization of deep communal and personal loyalties’ that gave it its strength.'
This was especially true of the republican movement in Britain, where individuals in the
cities of London, Liverpool, Manchester, Glasgow and elsewhere gathered about themselves
small groups of like-minded people.

In London, the major figures were O’Brien, Dunne, Sean McGrath and Sam Maguire.
Born in London in 1872 to an Irish father who served in the British army and English mother,
Arthur (*Art’) O’Brien studied civil and electrical engineering. He then worked as an
engineer in England, France and Spain. In 1898, he joined the London Gaelic League and
served as its president between 1914 and 1935. He also joined the Irish Volunteers and the
IRB. In the aftermath of the Easter Rising, he was involved in the establishment of the Irish

National Aid Fund, a precursor to the INACRF, which catered for the rebels interned in

2 Michael Collins to Art O’Brien, 23 July 1921 (NLI, O Briain Papers, Ms 8430/18)
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' Hart, The L.R.A. at war, p. 193

11



Britain and their relatives in Ireland. Around the same time, he became president of the Sinn
Féin organisation in England and Wales. In late 1918, he agreed to a request from a
delegation of recently elected Sinn Féin deputies, including Michael Collins, that he assume
the full-time position of republican representative in Britain. His position was confirmed by
Dail Eireann, the rebel parliament, the following year. As London representative, O’Brien
sought to publicise the Ireland’s right to freedom by disseminating propaganda. In support of
this, he helped found the ISDL in March 1919, serving as its vice-president. With American
president Woodrow Wilson recommending national self-determination as the means of
avoiding a recurrence of the world war which had wrought so much destruction over the
previous four years, the ISDL hoped to secure the principle’s application to Ireland."
Elizabeth MacGinley, then known as Lily Brennan, worked as O’Brien’s secretary for a
period in 1920-21. She remembered him as ‘a very difficult person’.'®

Reginald Dunne, the son of a former British Army bandmaster, was born in London in
1898. In 1916, he followed in his father’s footsteps by joining the Irish Guards. Fighting in
the Great War, he rose to the rank of corporal. However, after suffering a bad wound to his
knee, he was discharged. He then began training as a school-teacher.'”

Born in county Longford in 1882, Sean McGrath, an IRB man, joined the Irish
Volunteers in London in 1914 and was involved in smuggling weapons to Ireland. He fought
in the Easter Rising and was interned at Frongoch camp in Wales. During the war of
independence, McGrath served as intelligence officer (I/0) of the London IRA and was
heavily involved in gunrunning in the capital. When he assumed the position of general
secretary of the ISDL, he gave up his job as a railway clerk. MacGinley described McGrath
as ‘a wonderful worker and organiser’.'® Sam Maguire was born into a Protestant family in
county Cork in 1877. He worked for many years in the central sorting office of the London
postal service. A prominent figure in the London Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA),
captaining the city’s teams in the All-Ireland football finals in 1901 and 1903, Maguire also
joined the IRB. He later initiated Michael Collins, a fellow post office employee, into the
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Fenian movement. During the war of independence, Maguire served as head of the London
IRB. MacGinley remembered him as ‘a wonderful man’, an indefatigable worker in the cause
of Irish freedom."’

In Liverpool, activities centred around the Kerr family: the father Neil Kerr Snr and
his three sons Tom, Jack and Neil Jnr. The three siblings were veterans of the Easter Rising.*’

In Manchester, the comparable figures were Paddy O’Donoghue, Liam McMahon,
and Matthew Lawless.”' Born in 1878, the Limerick man McMahon played on the Lancashire
GAA team in the 1905 All-Ireland quarter-final against Kilkenny. It was while returning from
the match in Dublin that he was sworn into the IRB. A member of Manchester’s Gaelic
League, in 1916 McMahon was appointed honorary secretary of the England and Wales
branch of National Aid Fund. During the war of independence, he worked as 1/O in the
Manchester IRA.*

The Glasgow scene was dominated by Joe Vize, a Wexford man born in 1881. He
joined the IRB at a young age and then worked as a merchant seaman. During the world war,
his ship was torpedoed and sunk by a German u-boat.”* Previous to Vize's arrival, Joseph
Robinson was a major figure on Clydeside. However, his being sentenced to ten years
imprisonment for gunrunning in early 1918 removed him from activities.”*

These figures remained in charge of the republican movement in Britain until the
signing of the Anglo-Irish treaty in December 1921. There were, however, some changes.
Police arrests in the aftermath of the IRA’s arson attack on Merseyside dock warehouses in
November 1920 led to the internment and imprisonment of the Kerrs. The leadership was
then assumed by Paddy Daly, an Offaly man who had immigrated to Liverpool in 1918.%
Dennis Kelleher, a twenty-year old civil servant at the Board of Education, became more
involved in matters in London when Sean McGrath was arrested in February 1921.%

Glasgow also saw a change in leadership in July 1920, when Vize returned to Ireland to
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assume the new position of IRA director of munitions. He was replaced by Joseph Furlong, a
fellow Wexford man who had joined the pre-war Irish Volunteers in London.”’ Furlong, in
turn, was succeeded by D. P. Walsh during the truce.”®

Just as in Ireland, the treaty of December 1921 precipitated a split in republican ranks
in Britain. Those who chose the anti-treaty side included O’Brien, McGrath, Daly, and
McMabhon. Joining them was Joe Robinson, appointed O/C Scotland after spending four
years in prison for gunrunning. Meanwhile, Maguire, Vize, Furlong, and Walsh took the pro-
treaty side.

For republicans in Britain, the most important figure in the Dublin Volunteer
leadership was Michael Collins. Born in county Cork in 1890, he worked in London from the
age of fifteen to twenty-five, first in the post office savings bank, then in a stockbroker’s, and
finally a bank. It was while in the English capital that Collins became associated with
advanced nationalist politics. He joined the IRB, the Irish Volunteers, Sinn Féin, the Gaelic
League and the GAA. He met many of the people who would lead the republican movement
in Britain in the period 1919-23, including Art O’Brien, Sam Maguire, Sean McGrath, and
Neil Kerr Snr. In early 1916, Collins returned to Ireland. A few months later, he fought in the
Easter Rising as an aide to Joseph Plunkett, one of the leaders of the rebellion. After being
released from Frongoch internment camp at Christmas 1916, Collins set about helping to re-
establish the republican movement in Ireland and rose rapidly through its ranks. Between the
re-organisation of the Volunteers in 1917 and the truce of July 1921, he occupied a number of
offices. On the military side, he was, at one time or another, director of the IRA’s
departments of organisation and intelligence, as well being adjutant-general. He was also
treasurer and then president of the IRB. On the political side, he served on the executive of
Sinn Féin, represented the constituency of South Cork in Dail Eireann, and was minister for
finance in the underground revolutionary government.”’ Collins did not confine his activities
to these offices, however, for his zeal and energy lead him to involve himself in virtually
every aspect of the republican movement that interested him. It was mainly in his capacity as

a senior IRB member that Collins was involved in the activities of republicans in Britain.
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As the war of independence progressed, other members of general headquarters
(GHQ) staff became associated with republican activity in Britain. Roderick (‘Rory”)
O’Connor was appointed O/C Britain in August 1920. Born in Dublin in 1883, he qualified as
an engineer and spent four years working on the Canadian railways before returning to
Ireland. A militant nationalist, his engineering expertise led to his being placed in charge of
instructing Volunteers recently arrived from Britain in bomb-making prior to the Easter
Rising. Imprisoned for his involvement in the rebellion, O’Connor later became involved in
Sinn Féin. In March 1918, upon the establishment of Volunteer GHQ, he was appointed
director of engineering.30 In November 1920, with the arrest of Joe Vize, Liam Mellows
became director of purchases (D/P). Mellows was born to Irish parents in Ashton-under-
Lyme in Lancashire in 1892. His father was a soldier in the British army. Raised in Cork and
Dublin, Mellows joined Na Fianna Eireann, the republican boy scouts, in 1911. He later
became a full-time organiser for the movement. He also joined the IRB and the Irish
Volunteers and led the Galway Volunteers during the 1916 Rising. Avoiding the subsequent
police dragnet, Mellows escaped to New York. There, as well as being involved in
gunrunning activity, he was associated with Eamon de Valera’s American tour of 1919-20
which attempted to get support for Irish self-determination.’’ Both O’Connor and Mellows
and their staffs visited Britain on a regular basis in 1920-21. Nevertheless, Collins remained

an important figure for republicans in Britain throughout the struggle.

IV

Compared to the Irish Volunteers in Ireland, the re-organisation of the IRA in Britain in the
years following the Easter Rising was somewhat delayed. Where re-organisation efforts in
Ireland were well under way in 1918, across the Irish Sea such activities did not commence in
earnest until the following year. Indeed, new IRA units were still being established in Britain
in 1921.

Across Britain itself, there was variation in the timing and pace of re-organisation
efforts. In Scotland, GHQ appointed Joe Vize to take charge in late 1918 or early 1919. In
England and Wales, however, organisation seems to have been dependent on the initiative of

people on the spot, people sometimes previously unconnected with violent Irish nationalism.
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As we saw earlier, two Volunteer companies already existed in Glasgow when Vize
first visited the city in January 1919. These companies were remnants of the Volunteer
organisation established in Ireland and Britain in 1913—14. In early 1913, angered by the
British government’s intention to grant a form of autonomy to Ireland in the form of
establishing a home rule parliament in Dublin, the Ulster Unionists threatened rebellion and
founded the Ulster Volunteer Force, a paramilitary organisation. In November that year,
enraged by the Unionists” success in forcing the government to contemplate the partitioning
of Ireland, nationalists in Dublin, led by Eoin MacNeill, the founder of the Gaelic League,
responded by establishing a paramilitary army of their own, the Irish Volunteers. Its aim was
to intimidate the government into honouring its pledge for all-Ireland home rule. The
manhood of Ireland was enjoined to ‘to enrol and arm themselves in order to secure and
maintain the rights and liberties of the Irish people’.*> Within a short period of time,
thousands of Irishmen had enrolled in the organisation. In Britain, Glasgow seems to have
been the first place to establish a Volunteer unit, in February 1914. *... Irishmen hae [have]
now for the first time in over a hundred years the opportunity of arming and learning the use
of arms ...,” wrote the Glasgow correspondent of the Irish Volunteer newspaper.’ 3 The 1st
Glasgow and west of Scotland regiment of the Volunteers incorporated the districts of
Stirlingshire, Lanarkshire, Renfrewshire, Ayrshire, and, of course, Glasgow.’* By the end of
September 1914, Paisley boasted an organisation, as did such English cities and towns as
London, Sheffield, Manchester, Liverpool, St. Helens, Bolton, Wigan, and Tyneside, along
with Cardiff, Glamorgan, the Rhondda district, and Swansea Valley in Wales.*’

The Irish Volunteers, however, was not the first manifestation of violent Irish
nationalism in Britain. The presence of Irish nationalists in Britain prepared to use violence to
achieve Irish freedom usually only revealed itself at times when their fellow nationalists in
Ireland were willing to do likewise. The history of physical force republicanism in Britain,
therefore, is intimately linked with the Irish rebellions of 1798, 1803, 1848 and 1867.

The 1798 rebellion was the work of the United Irishmen, the first expression of
modern Irish republicanism. Inspired by the French Revolution, the Society of the United
Irishmen was founded with the aim of reforming the Irish political system. The government,
however, alarmed at events in France, viewed the organisation as revolutionary and violently

obstructed its attempts at peaceful reform. In 1798, the United Irishmen, boasting members in
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London, Manchester, and Birmingham, and the United Britons, its British comrades, resolved
to aid a French invasion of the British Isles. However, their plans were disrupted by the arrest
of prominent members in Britain. The rebellion went ahead in Ireland that same year.
However, poorly armed, lacking effective communications, and riven with dissension, the
United Irishmen proved little opposition for the British army.°

The United Britons re-organised the following year. In concert with remnants of the
United Irishmen, they drew up plans once again for the outbreak of rebellions in Britain and
Ireland upon the landing of a French invasion force. The plan, however, was thrown into
confusion in July 1803 by the precipitate outbreak of rebellion in Dublin. A pathetic affair,
the rebellion, headed by Robert Emmet, was crushed before the United Britons and the
French had the opportunity of aiding it.”’

Violent Irish nationalism next appeared in Britain in 1848, the year in which the
Young Ireland movement launched what transpired to be another feeble rebellion. Frustrated
with nationalist leader Daniel O’Connell’s absolute renunciation of the use of violence to
overturn the Act of Union of 1801, which had abolished the parliament in Dublin and
incorporated Ireland into the United Kingdom, the Young Irelanders established the Irish
Confederation. Branches of the organisation were founded in British cities, including
London, Liverpool, and Manchester. There, Confederation branches entered into a wary
alliance with the Chartist movement, a mass organisation dedicated to achieving
constitutional reform in Britain. The British authorities viewed the alliance with alarm,
fearing the spread of revolution to the United Kingdom. Their fear was justified for, as well
as engaging in public agitation, many Confederates clubs were secretly arming themselves.
Fearing a Chartist-Confederate rebellion in Lancashire, between April and August 1848 the
authorities made a number of arrests and seized quantities of munitions, including pikes,
swords, pistols, and guns. The remaining Confederates in England resolved to aid the
imminent rebellion in Ireland. By threatening disorder, they hoped to prevent the despatch of
troops across the Irish Sea. However, when the rebellion was launched in late July, the

Confederates in England had neither the organisation nor the arms necessary to mount
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diversions. In any event, troops from Britain were not required to ensure the rebellion’s
suppression.38

The next year of rebellion in Ireland was 1867. The revolt was launched by the IRB.
Akin to secret societies on the European continent, such as Blanqui’s Society of the Seasons
and Mazzini’s Young Italy, the IRB (or ‘Fenians’) hoped to foment a rebellion by the Irish
masses to overthrow British rule. The actual rebellion itself was effectively stillborn due to
the IRB’s lack of munitions and training, poor planning, bad leadership, and ineffective
communications.”’ What was significant about 1867 for our purposes was the activities of the
Fenians in Britain. O Cathain asserts that ‘the Fenian movement was essentially an overseas
movement’.*’ By 1860, the IRB organisation had established itself in a number of British
cities, its membership in Scotland five years later being around eight thousand. One Fenian
leader credited the Irish People, the newspaper which the organisation founded in 1863, with
having planted the Fenian seed amongst the Irish in Britain.*' The Fenians in England played
a significant role in planning the 1867 rebellion. In January that year, frustrated with the
delay in fixing a date for a rising, they decided to establish a directory to plan an immediate
rebellion. The directory planned for simultaneous uprisings to take place in Ireland, London,
and Liverpool on 11 February. This plan, however, was quickly shelved. Instead, the Fenians
in England decided to seize arms from Chester Castle, a military fortress on the England-
Wales border. The plan called for the arms to be transported, via commandeered train and
steamboat, to Ireland, where their landing would signal the beginning of the rebellion.** On
11 February, over a thousand Fenians from various towns in England converged on Chester.
However, the authorities, having been warned of the Fenians” plan by an informer, reinforced
the town’s garrison. Taking fright, the Fenians abandoned the proposed raid and fled the
town. Many were arrested as they attempted to travel to Ireland.*’ Nevertheless, before the
year was out Britain experienced two episodes of Fenian violence. On 18 September, an

attempt to rescue two Irish-American Fenians from a prison van in Manchester resulted in the
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death of a policeman. In December, another rescue attempt of an Irish-American Fenian, this
time from a prison in London, caused the deaths of twelve civilians and injured hundreds
more.**

The last manifestation of violent Irish nationalism in Britain prior to the founding of
the Irish Volunteers in 1913 occurred in the 1880s. For a period of seven years, beginning in
1881, and again in 1890, rival groups of Irish-American Fenians, some of whom had been
born in Ireland and Britain, conducted a bombing campaign in London, Liverpool, and
Glasgow, some using gunpowder in their devices, others the newly invented dynamite. The
aim, in the words of Jeremiah O’Donovan Rossa, one of the leaders, was to inflict so much
damage in Britain as to convince the government that “she [i.e. England] will lose more than
she can gain by holding Ireland’.** The episode represented ‘diaspora’ nationalism in
action.*® In the event however, while the attacks did cause panic and alarm amongst the
public, the security establishment and the government, the ‘dymanitards’ failed to effect a
change in the government’s Irish policy.*’

In October 1914, the Irish Volunteer movement split. The previous month, in
response to the outbreak of the Great War, John Redmond, leader of the IPP, had called on
Irishmen to “account themselves as men not only in Ireland itself but wherever the firing line
extends ...".*" The IPP, perceiving the Volunteers as a threat to its hegemonic control of Irish
nationalist politics, had gained control of the organisation’s provisional committee in June
1914. Now, however, MacNeill and some other founding members of the organisation
rejected Redmond’s call on Volunteers to serve in the British army. The IPP leader responded
by establishing a rival National Volunteers. The ranks of the Irish Volunteers emptied as its
members swelled the new organisation.*’ By October 1915, Patrick Pearse, the Irish
Volunteer® director of organisation, was reduced to finding solace in the continued existence
of the Volunteers in London and Liverpool, implying that the organisation had virtually

ceased to exist elsewhere in Britain.” However, even in these two places, the Volunteers
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experienced a significant decline in membership, some following Redmond’s advice to join
the British army, others simply losing interest in the cause.”’

Sometime in early 1916, the leaders of the remaining Volunteer companies in Britain
received notice to bring their men to Ireland. The fact that Volunteers in Britain were liable to
be conscripted into the British army also proved a motivation in their relocation to Dublin.
Frank Thornton, O/C ‘B’ company, Liverpool Volunteers, claims that about 127 men from
Merseyside moved to Dublin and took up residence at the Kimmage estate of George
Plunkett. Joe Good remembered that Volunteers from London, Manchester and Glasgow, the
majority born in Britain, arrived soon afterwards to join the ‘Kimmage Garrison’. However,
the Liverpool men constituted the majority of the garrison.’” It has been estimated that
between forty and fifty Volunteers and Fenians from Scotland participated in the Easter
Rising in late April 1916, while the number for London has been put at around thirty. The
London Volunteers suffered six fatalities and at least one severe injury, while their Scottish
comrades suffered one fatality.”

Scottish involvement in the rebellion may have been greater but for the actions of
John Mulholland, Scottish representative on the IRB supreme council. In the autumn of 1914,
Mulholland had opposed plans for a rebellion during the Great War. Despite the supreme
council approving the plan, he remained opposed and kept the Scottish IRB in ignorance of
the preparations. Sometime in April 1916, a meeting of Motherwell and Wishaw IRB circles
took place, with Mulholland in attendance. One account of the meeting states that Mulholland
failed to provide definite details about the timing of the rebellion, resulting in no one from the
three circles taking part in the Rising. Another account argues that Mulholland arrived so late
to the meeting, held on 22 April, that the news that the rebellion was scheduled to begin the
following day left the attendees with insufficient time to travel to Ireland.>* Whichever
account is nearer the truth, the upshot of Mulholland’s behaviour was that a significant
number of Scottish IRB men failed to participate in the Rising. The Scottish Volunteers who

did participate in the rebellion seem to have come from Glasgow. Yet, even here, a measure
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of confusion was evident. With the Rising expected to take place throughout Ireland,
preparations were made for the Scots to be posted to Belfast. Glasgow IRB man Daniel
Branniff was despatched to the city and charged with ensuring that the Volunteers were sent
to Tyrone to join up with their Belfast comrades. The Scots, however, opted to travel to
Dublin instead. Failing to link-up with their Scottish comrades and hearing of Eoin
MacNeill’s countermanding order, the Belfast Volunteers retreated.” The fiasco of
Scotland’s involvement in the 1916 Rising was a recurrent source of controversy during the
war of independence and civil war. While the Volunteer organisation in other parts of Britain
vanished in the aftermath of the Easter rebellion, those in Glasgow re-grouped and re-
organised. However, the controversy divided them into two rival groups. One, led by Joseph
Robinson, was composed mainly of those who had fought in the Rising. Those who had
failed to mobilise provided the membership of the other group. The rival companies that Joe
Vize discovered in Glasgow in early 1919 were these two groups, though by then under new
leaders, Alex Carmichael and Liam Gribbon respectively, Robinson being in prison for
gunrunning.’®

When Vize began reorganising the Volunteers in Scotland in 1919, the aims of the
Irish Volunteers, essentially the same as those set out at the organisation’s first convention in

1914, were:

1. To secure and maintain the rights and liberties common to all the people of Ireland.

2. To train, discipline and equip for this purpose an Irish Volunteer Force.

3. To unite, in the service of Ireland, Irishmen of every creed and of every party and class.”’
Its organisational structure was also similar. The General scheme of organisation declared
that the ‘tactical unit’ of the organisation was the ‘company’. The company was to consist of
four sections, each with a membership of between nineteen and twenty-five. The total
membership of each company, therefore, would number between seventy-six and one
hundred. Command was vested in the O/C or captain. He was to be assisted by a 1st and 2nd
lieutenant, an adjutant and a quartermaster. The next unit in the organisational hierarchy was
the “battalion’, composed of between four and seven companies. Battalion officers included

the commandant, vice-commandant, adjutant, and quartermaster. Three or more battalions
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constituted a ‘brigade’, which had its own commandant, vice-commandant, adjutant, and
quarter’master.58

As well as using the General Scheme of organisation as a guide, Vize, as we saw
earlier, drew up his own seven-point ‘system’ to aid his efforts. According to this system,
control of the Volunteers in Scotland lay exclusively in the hands of GHQ in Dublin. New
companies were to be established through Sinn Féin clubs. Dublin was to arrange a
‘Programme of work’ for each company. Moreover, twice or three times a year, every
company was to be inspected by a member of GHQ staff.”

However, a central feature of Vize’s approach to organisation work was missing from
both the General Scheme and his own seven-point system, namely his reliance on the IRB.
As he moved about Scotland, from Motherwell to Mid-Lanark, Glasgow to Edinburgh, Vize
organised new Volunteer companies around local IRB circles and swore the new officers into
the organisation. In Motherwell, for example, membership of the new company, initially
numbering forty, was confined to the IRB. Subsequently, non-IRB men were permitted to
join. Throughout, however, the company officers were always members of ‘the
Organisation’.”’ The failure of the IRB rebellion in 1867 had prompted the Fenians to change
their strategy from one focused on fomenting mass insurrection to one where it sought to
secretly infiltrate other organisations and use them for its own purposes.’' From its
foundation in 1913, the Irish Volunteers was infiltrated by the IRB.** Arthur Agnew
remembered that when a Volunteer company was formed in Bootle, IRB officers instructed
their men to join it in order to secure the key positions. Indeed, most of the Merseyside
Volunteers were Fenians, he claimed. Joseph Furlong, a member of the London Volunteers,
described the Fenians as the ‘Back Bone [sic]” of the organisation in the capital.®’ Many Irish
nationalists admired the Fenians for their indefatigable commitment to Irish freedom. While
politics in late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century Ireland was dominated by the IPP’s
peaceful attempt to secure “home rule’ or limited autonomy for the Irish within the British
Empire, the IRB, though small in number, remained committed to the use of physical force to

achieve complete freedom. For Michael O’Leary, a Kerry-born member of the Liverpool
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Volunteers during the war of independence, the establishment of the Irish Volunteers in 1913
‘not only fanned the dying embers of the Fenian fires’ in Ireland and, by extension, amongst
the Irish in Britain, but also ‘resurrected the dormant spirit of freedom in the hearts” of
Irishmen.®* The split in the Volunteers in 1914 resulted in the IRB strengthening its control of
the rump MacNeillite group in Ireland and Britain. The Fenians then manipulated the
Volunteers into launching a rebellion in April 1916.

As part of its re-organisation efforts in the aftermath of the Easter Rising, the IRB
adopted a new constitution. This constitution, with minor changes in 1920, served the
organisation throughout the war of independence and civil war, until its dissolution in 1924.
The aim of the IRB was ‘to establish and maintain a free and independent Republican
Government in Ireland’.®® The means of achieving this was by ‘force of arms’, violence being
wielded by the IRB itself in conjunction with other Irish military organisations, namely the
Irish Volunteers. Membership of the organisation was open to every Irishman ‘irrespective of
class or creed, whose character for patriotism, truth, valour, sobriety and obedience to
superior officers can bear scrutiny’.®

The basic unit of the IRB was the ‘circle’, led by a centre, a sub-centre, and a
treasurer. The circle was divided into sections of up to ten members each and headed by a
section leader. The overall governing institution of the IRB was the supreme council, a body
which the constitution declared to be ‘in fact, as well as by right, the sole Government of the
Irish Republic’. Its enactments, therefore, were to be recognised as the laws of the Irish
Republic until a republican government had been established after Ireland had secured its
freedom from Britain. (In 1920, the IRB recognised Dail Eireann as the government of the
Irish Republic.) Membership of the supreme council was to consist of fifteen people,
including three divisional centres from Britain, representing the south of England, north of
England, and Scotland. Until the IRB’s recognition of the D4il in 1920, the president of the
supreme council was ‘in fact as well as by right, President of the Irish Republic’.67

No authoritative membership figures exist for the IRB in Ireland or Britain during the
revolutionary period. A total membership of two thousand has been suggested for the

organisation in 1916, and a similar figure has been suggested for the war of independence.
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James Byrne estimated that the Fenians in Scotland’s Mid-Lanark area numbered around six
hundred in 1919.%°

Vize discovered that it was not always possible to ensure IRB control of newly
founded Volunteer units. Sending Michael Collins the names and addresses of officers in four
of Glasgow’s five companies, he commented that most were “of the right kind’, that is to say
reliable members of the IRB. However, the fact that non-IRB members held such important
positions showed the limits of his power to fashion the Volunteers to his liking and the
importance of local politics. Their holding office ‘for the present ... cannot be avoided’, he
wrote, but *... steps will be taken when an opportunity presents itself to remedy this*.%’
Another obstacle to Vize’s plans was the unexpected opposition the Volunteers encountered
from the local Sinn Féin clubs. His ‘system’ had simply stated that new Volunteer companies
would be established through such clubs. Now, however, Vize condemned them as ‘a rotten
lot’, ‘good only for singing and dancing’, and asked Collins to intervene immediately to
rectify the situation.”” A more co-operative spirit soon manifested itself. In 1922, when
Joseph Robinson was re-organising the IRA in Scotland in opposition to the treaty, he also
made use of Sinn Féin clubs.”

In England, the re-organisation of the Volunteers seems to have been a more informal
affair. Accounts vary as to the details regarding the re-formation of the Volunteers on
Merseyside. All, however, indicate that the re-organisation efforts, in 1917 or 1918, were
initiated by the people on the ground, including Hugh Early, Tom Kerr, and Michael
O’Leary. Tom Craven, O/C of one of the Liverpool companies before the Easter Rising,
became commander once again.’* Following his involvement in the escape of de Valera and
others from Lincoln prison in February 1919, Paddy O’Donoghue, president of the Sinn Féin
club on Richardson St., decided to establish the Volunteers in Manchester city.”” The

following year saw William O’Keeffe and a few fellow Connaught natives establish a
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company in nearby Salford. They subsequently made contact with O’Donoghue’s company.’*
Staying in 1920, frustration with the English public’s indifference to events in Ireland led
Gilbert Barrington and Richard Purcell to begin organising Volunteer companies. Only in
November 1920, after making cautious inquiries about how to link up with IRA units in other
parts of Britain, did the Tyneside men come into contact with Volunteer officialdom, in the
form of Manchester’s Liam MacMahon and O/C Britain Rory O’Connor.”® Nineteen-twenty
also saw the establishment of the IRA in Birmingham by a number of Irishmen, formerly
members of the Volunteers in Ireland, who were working on a housing scheme in West
Bromwich. As with their Tyneside comrades, it was late 1920 before they made contact with
GHQ. Prior to this, however, they did affiliate themselves with the Liverpool IRA.”® The
establishment of the Volunteers in the Sheftield area also seems to have been done on local
initiative and without any reference to Dublin.”” The IRA in Nottingham consisted of seven
men who met up but had little knowledge about how ‘to go about work’.”® GHQ did have an
input in the re-formation of the Volunteers in London in late 1919. Around September that
year, Sean McGrath complained about the existence of ‘a great many wild young chaps’ in
the capital’s IRA. In order to bring them under discipline, he asked Michael Collins for
permission to appoint a committee to take charge of the Volunteers for a six-month period.
Collins responded by recommending the appointment of an O/C and two lieutenants, as
recommended by the General Scheme of organisation. In March the following year, GHQ
was informed that the London Volunteers were ‘very anxious’ to affiliate with Dublin.”

In contrast to Vize’s organisation work in Scotland, neither IRB circles nor Sinn Féin
clubs seem to have played a central role in the establishment of the Volunteers in England.
True, Paddy O’Donoghue, one of the founders of the Manchester IRA, was president of a
Sinn Féin club. However, he does not specity the club or its members taking a leading part in
Volunteer affairs in the city.® Newcastle’s Gilbert Barrington states that he and five others
were sworn into the IRB by Mick McEvoy, a member of the O/C Britain’s staff. This,
however, seems to have taken place after the Tyneside men had already established the

Volunteers in their area. Previous to this, while the Fenian organisation did exist in the
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district, it was ‘virtually dead’.*' The main exception to this informality seems to have been
Liverpool. There, according to Michael O’Leary, IRB control of the newly established
Volunteers was ensured from the beginning. He claims that the IRB moved to control the
council of Irish societies, a body which co-ordinated the activities of Liverpool’s various Irish
organisations, such as the GAA, the Gaelic League, and the Irish National Foresters (INF).
The societies were invited to affiliate with the council and appoint representatives thereon.
Fenians within each society ensured that only fellow IRB men were appointed as
representatives. ‘In this way,” O’Leary boasts, ‘“we were able to solidly unite all Irish
organisations and speak as one body."

The apotheosis of this informal Volunteer organising in England was found in the
operation of companies unaffiliated with GHQ. Affiliation was mainly about money. It
involved the payment of an annual affiliation fee to Dublin, as well as an annual levy of two
shillings per Volunteer.* Unaffiliated units, therefore, did not pay such fees to GHQ. In July
1920, Neil Kerr complained that a new Volunteer unit had been established on Merseyside.
The O/C, a man named Pevoy, claimed to have received authorisation from Dublin, but Kerr
had his doubts. ‘[T]his man is under suspicion and very much at present,” he warned Michael
Collins, asking him to make enquiries on the matter.*® That same year, a company was
formed in the Irish Club, Erskine St., Hulme, with Charles Harding as O/C. They operated
‘more or less “on their own™ and were not working in harmony with the main [Manchester
IRA] Company [under Paddy O’Donoghue]’, Collins was informed.®* Specifically, they
engaged in unauthorised gunrunning to Dublin and Drogheda and refused to share with
O’Donoghue any details regarding the arrangements.*® Collins’ response was tart: ‘If they
[i.e. the Erskine St. company] don[’]t want to act as organised disciplined Volunteers they are
of course at liberty to do what they like, and if they do want to act as disciplined Volunteers,
they must obey orders and get themselves into line with the requirements of the
organisation.”®” Members of the Erskine St. company were later tried and sentenced for

mounting an arson attack on Manchester city centre in April 1921.
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As well as working with the IRB, the IRA also received assistance from the Cumann
na mBan. The organisation was founded in 1914 as a women’s auxiliary to the Volunteers.
Led by Countess Markievicz, Cumann na mBan members took part in the 1916 Rising. In
1918, the organisation was described in its own constitution as being a body of ‘independent
Irishwomen” who pledged themselves to work for the Irish Republic side by side with those
who were fighting for it. In pursuit of its aim to ‘secure international recognition of the Irish
Republic’, and the evacuation of Ireland by the British ‘Army of Occupation’, the Cumann na
mBan aimed to develop ‘military activities in conjunction with the IRA".*® The organisation’s
prescribed activities included the administration of first aid, nursing of wounded soldiers,
intelligence work, carrying of despatches, hiding munitions, the mounting of prison rescues,
the commandeering of supplies, and the dissemination of propaganda.®® Units of Cumann na
mBan were to be organised into areas corresponding with those of IRA battalions. The basic
unit of the organisation was the branch or squad. Each IRA company was to have a branch or
squad attached to it. Each branch was to be headed by a captain, a secretary and a treasurer.”

Information on the Cumann na mBan organisation in Britain is sparse. At least one
squad existed in Liverpool in October 1915, when the city’s Volunteers called a meeting of
Irish nationalist organisations in order to resist efforts to enrol Irishmen in the British army.”’
The following year, a squad still existed there, the MacNeillite Volunteers commending the
women for their ‘good fighting spirit™.”> As Joe Vize travelled around Scotland organising the
Irish Volunteers in 191920, he also established branches of the women’s auxiliary.” The
membership in Scotland during the war of independence has been estimated at 130.”*
Membership figures for the organisation in other parts of Britain are not known. However, by
October 1920, there were twenty-one branches in England and Scotland affiliated with
headquarters in Dublin.” During the subsequent twelve months, headquarters received £201
in subscription fees from branches in Britain. £89 of this came from eleven branches in
Scotland; Manchester paid £70; Liverpool and St. Helens £22; and London £20. By way of

comparison, £478 was paid by branches in Ireland, of which £69 10s came from Connaught
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and £26 10s from Ulster.”® A list of branches which paid affiliation fees between November
1920 and October 1921 indicates that there were at least six branches of the organisation in
London. In Manchester, there were four branches, each associated with one of the four
companies of the Manchester city IRA. There seemed to be two branches in the Liverpool
area, one in Birkenhead and the other in St. Helens. Tyneside boasted three branches, one
each in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Jarrow, and Chester-le-Street. Scotland possessed sixteen
branches, seven of which were in Glasgow.97 Six delegates from Britain attended the
organisation’s annual convention in October 1921, during the truce. ‘Don’t think it is going to
be peace,” Markievicz told the convention. ‘Go out and work as if the war was going to break
out [again] next week.””® Sorcha McDermott remembered that the main activity of the
Cumann na mBan in London during the war of independence was sending garments to
victims of Crown violence in Ireland. Individually, some members also smuggled weapons
and money to Ireland. In the capital, the organisation went under the title of “The Irish Ladies
Distress Committee’, as the membership was fearful that they would be refused halls for
social events if they used their Irish title. Such subterfuge caused dissension and led to the
split in the London organisation referred to earlier.”” During the civil war, branches of the
organisation continued to exist in Liverpool, London and Glasgow.'"

Finally, there was Na Fianna Eireann. A republican boy scouts movement, the
organisation was founded by the IRB in 1909 in the face of Baden-Powell’s British
organisation.'”' Unfortunately, little information exists on the Fianna in Britain. In the
autumn of 1914, there were two or three ‘troops’ in Glasgow, with a combined membership
of 150.'" During the war of independence and civil war, the organisation in Britain seems to
have remained confined to Glasgow. Its membership there was later estimated at thirty-
nine.'"”?

As in the period before the Easter Rising, the motive behind all this organisation work
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20 was the desire to acquire munitions and smuggle them to Ireland. The idea of founding the
Volunteers so as to mount terrorist attacks in Britain seems not to have occurred to the
organisers. Vize told the officers of the 2nd Scottish battalion IRA that gunrunning was their

104

main task, and he presumably told other Volunteer units the same. ™ A desire to help supply

the IRA in Ireland with materiel also informed the establishment of Volunteer companies
upon local initiative in Manchester, Tyneside and Birmingham.'"’

However, some Volunteers in Britain during the war of independence entertained the
idea of travelling to Ireland to fight with the IRA there, just as some had done in 1916. In
1920, Liverpool’s John Pinkman, impatient with the lack of activity on Merseyside, was
tempted to join to the IRA in Dublin. However, fearful of his mother’s reaction to him
quitting his apprenticeship, he dismissed the idea.'"® It was apparently intended that the IRA
in Scotland join their comrades across the Irish Sea for, in March 1920, a meeting of the
organisation in Glasgow allegedly resolved that IRA units should travel to Ireland “as
originally arranged’, once orders had been received from Dublin. An informant told the
police that the Volunteers preferred service in Ireland to that in Scotland.'’” In 1921,
Liverpool’s Edward Brady asked the O/C Britain, Rory O’Connor, for permission to transfer
to Ireland. There, he believed, his skills would be put to better use. Moreover, the war in
Ireland was much more exciting than that in England. O’Connor, however, refused the
request. Brady possessed the skills necessary to successfully operate in Britain, he noted, and
such skills were invaluable to the organisation for ‘no matter how efficient a gunman might
be in Ireland, he was hopelessly at sea when it came to carry out operations in England’.
Reluctantly, Brady accepted O’Connor’s decision.'” During the civil war, a large number of
Volunteers in Britain did travel to Ireland to partake in the fighting. At least twenty members
of the Scottish brigade fought for the IRA in Dublin during the opening battle of the civil
war, while 250 of their former comrades had joined the nascent Irish army by the following
August.'og Both Glasgow and Liverpool boasted of having IRA “expeditionary forces’

fighting in Ireland.""” Such divisions in the ranks of the Volunteers in Britain were
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symbolised by the death of Irish army soldier Sean Adair at the hands of Frank Carty’s IRA
column in Sligo. Adair was among the Glasgow Volunteers who had attempted to rescue
Carty from a prison van in the city during the war of independence.'"

The IRA organisation in Britain seems to have peaked sometime in the autumn of
1921. When Rory O’Connor was appointed O/C Britain in August 1920, the Volunteers
boasted eight companies in three areas: Liverpool, London, and Manchester. By September
the following year, that number had increased to thirty-one and the organisation had spread to
other areas of Britain. Liverpool, designated no. 1 area, hosted two companies, one in the city
itself, the other in St. Helens. The combined membership was one hundred. Manchester, no. 2
area, had a paper membership of thirty-five. No. 3 area, Tyneside, boasted twelve companies
based in Newcastle-upon-Tyne and its environs, along with Middlesbrough, Durham, and
Hull. Individual company memberships ranged between seven in Ashlington and sixty-one in
Jarrow. The total Tyneside membership was 335. London, no. 4 area, had four companies,
based on compass points: south-west and west, south-east, north and north-west, and east.
Membership ranged between sixteen in the south-west and west company and forty-six in the
south-east company. The area had a total membership of 106. No. 5 area was Birmingham,
where two companies, one in the city itself and the second in Coventry, had a combined
membership of forty-two. Sheffield, no. 6 area, had eight companies located in the city and
its environs, along with Doncaster. Each company, however, had a rather small membership,
ranging between three each in the Mexborough and Rotherham companies and seventeen in
the Barnsley company. The area’s total membership was fifty-nine. A company had also been
formed in Rugby, boasting a membership of five. The combined membership of the six areas
and Rugby was 682. Organisational work was continuing in Swansea, Leeds, Wolverhampton
and Wallsend.'"

IRA membership in Scotland at this time was significantly higher. John Carney
claimed that when he became brigade commandant in the autumn of 1920, the organisation
consisted of just three battalions, totalling twenty-one companies, with an average strength of
thirty men in each. His organising efforts over the course of the following year saw the
number of companies in the 1st battalion increase from seven to ten. The 2nd and 3rd
battalions saw increases, from six to fourteen and eight to sixteen companies respectively. He
had also established a 4th battalion, consisting of eight companies, while the 1st company of

the Sth battalion had just been organised. The average strength of each company now stood at

"' Cooney, ‘The Irish Republican Brotherhood in Scotland’, p. 152; see pp 201-02 below
"2 O/C Britain to C/S, 9 Sept. 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/24[63-65])
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fifty. Carney boasted that the total strength of the Scottish brigade was four thousand.'"?
More realistically, another member of the Scottish brigade estimated membership to have
been around two thousand at the time of the truce in July 1921.'"

For detailed information on the various companies in the Scottish brigade and their
areas of operation, we are dependent on the imperfect and incomplete recollections of those
involved. According to these recollections, compiled in the decades following the end of the
Irish revolution by Eamonn Mooney, an officer in the Scottish IRA, the brigade contained
four battalions. The majority of the nine companies in the 1st battalion, established in 1914
and re-established in the period 1916-19, was based in Glasgow city and its suburbs. Two of
the companies, however, were based outside the city: one in Uddingston and Mossend, the
other in the area encompassing Dumbarton, Renton, Alexandria, Cardross and Kirkintilloch.
The battalion’s total membership was estimated at around seven hundred.'"> The 2nd
battalion, established in 1918-19 and numbering eight companies with a total membership of
about 775, was based in Lanarkshire, incorporating such towns and villages as Hamilton,
Motherwell, Coatbridge, Bothwell, Calderbank, Bellshill and Mossend.''® The 3rd battalion
seems to have been founded in 1919. Composed of five companies and an estimated 130
men, it was spread across Edinburgh city, West Lothian, Mid- and West-Calder and

Sterlingshire.'"’

The 4th battalion contained at least four companies, but details have survived
of only two. The first, ‘B’ company, with an estimated membership of two hundred, was
seemingly established in 1920 and was based in Greenock and its districts of Gourock and
Port-Glasgow. Dundee hosted the second, ‘D’ company, of which thirty-one members are
listed."'® Finally, a company existed in Fife, encompassing such towns and villages as

Buckhaven, Methilhill, Lochgelly, Cowdenbeath, and Lochore. It also took in Kinrosshire.

This company, with its small membership, does not seem to have been allocated to any

'3 John Carney to C/S, 22 Feb. 1922 (NLI, Sean O’Mahoney Papers, Ms 24.474); it should be noted that
Carney’s membership figures do not seem to add up. He claimed to have expanded the Scottish brigade to forty-
nine companies. If their average membership was fifty each, as he claims, then the total membership would be
2,450, and not his figure of 4,000. He may have omitted officers from his average company membership, but it
is unlikely that there 1,550 officers, enough to bring the total brigade membership up to his figure of four
thousand.

""'S. Fullerton to Minister for Defence, 31 Aug., 6 Sept. 1922 (MAI, Collins Papers, A/06181)

"> Membership of 1st battalion, Scottish brigade IRA (Mooney Papers, EMP/3/C/13)

'"® Membership of 2nd battalion, Scottish brigade IRA (Mooney Papers, EMP/3/C/13)

""" Membership of 3rd battalion, Scottish brigade IRA (Mooney Papers, EMP/3/C/13)

"8 Membership of 4th battalion, Scottish brigade IRA (Mooney Papers, EMP/3/C/13)
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particular battalion in the Scottish brigade.""”

of the Scottish brigade IRA in July 1921 was between 1,600 and 1,900.'%°

According to this source, the total membership

The total membership of the IRA in Britain in the autumn of 1921, therefore, was
somewhere between 2,200 and 2,700.

During the civil war, it was claimed that the membership of the Scottish brigade, loyal
to the Provisional Government in Dublin, remained at two thousand."*' Information regarding
the republican or anti-treaty IRA in Scotland is sparse. In early January 1923, Patrick Murray,
O/C Britain, reported that many of the Glasgow companies were very undermanned.'** Later
that month, Liam Lynch, IRA chief of staff (C/S), wrote that the Glasgow brigade had a
membership of 140. Of this, however, only forty were deemed reliable. Lanarkshire boasted
seventy men, while Sterlingshire had fifty. These three parts of Scotland were ‘fairly well
organised’, he commented, due largely to enthusiastic efforts over the previous few weeks.'**

The strength of pro-treaty Volunteers in England has not been recorded, though that
of the anti-treaty IRA has. In January 1923, with the civil war in its seventh month, Lynch
placed the strength of the Volunteers in England at a minimum of 289. In London,
membership numbered only twenty. Still, the Volunteers there were ‘well organised’, largely
due to it being the headquarters of the O/C Britain, Patrick Murray. In the north of England,
Newcastle-upon-Tyne had twenty-nine Volunteers, Bedlington forty, and Barrow twenty-
five. Chester-le-Street, Middlesbrough, Consett, Thornley, and Wallsend all had ‘small
numbers’ of IRA men. Commenting on the north-east as a whole, Lynch was content that ‘a
fairly good Organisation’ existed there, one which was improving week on week. Liverpool
had twenty-five men and St. Helens fifteen. He judged these members ‘fairly reliable’.
Listing Manchester, Birmingham, Sheffield, Cardiff, Bristol, Newport, and Plymouth, Lynch
stated that ‘very few” Volunteers were enrolled in any of these places. Still, organisational
work had begun, albeit only recently in some, and he was confident that membership could
be built up, perhaps to levels that were enjoyed during the war of independence. Finally,
fifteen ‘good men’ constituted the Swansea Volunteers.'*

The total membership of the IRA in Britain during the civil war, therefore, split, as in

Ireland, due to the treaty, seems to have been around 2,500.

' Membership of Buckhaven company, Scottish brigade IRA (Mooney Papers, EMP/3/C/13)

120 Calculations of company memberships, Scottish brigade IRA (Mooney Papers, EMP/3/C/13)

12I'S. Fullerton to Minister for Defence, 31 Aug., 6 Sept. 1922 (MALI, Collins Papers, A/06181)

122.C/S to O/C Britain, 30 Jan. 1923 (TNA, HO 144/3746)

:z: C/S to President de Valera and ministers, 30 Jan. 1923 (UCDA, Eamon de Valera Papers, P150/1749)
Ibid.
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Why, during the war of independence, was the membership of the IRA in Scotland
over two-and-a-half times greater than that in England? A number of factors may have
contributed to the disparity. Anti-Irish and anti-Catholic sectarianism may have been more
pronounced in Scotland than in England, thus motivating Irish-born and Scottish-born second
generation Irish to join the Volunteers.'* Class conflict may have been another factor. James
Connolly, the Irish trade union leader and Marxist theorist, was born in an Edinburgh slum.
Following his execution in the aftermath of the Easter Rising, Connolly acquired great status
amongst the politically-active Irish in Scotland. As Joe Vize discovered when he set about
organising the Volunteers in Glasgow in 1919, the Irish Citizen Army (ICA), founded by
Connolly in 1913 to protect striking workers from the violent attentions of the Dublin police
and later led by him into the 1916 rebellion, seems to have retained a presence in Scotland
even while it was disappearing in Ireland.'*® George O’Brien, an organiser for Cumann na
Poblachta, a republican party founded by Eamon de Valera in 1922 in opposition to the
treaty, believed that the Irish in Glasgow were of a more pugilistic character than those in
Liverpool. “The Irish here in Liverpool have never (to my mind & knowledge) been Rebels,’
he told de Valera. *‘Having been closely in touch in Glasgow [illegible] I was surprised to find
such waverers here.”'>’

The same factors may explain the difference in IRA membership in Scotland and
England during the civil war. In the absence of first-hand testimony, we can only speculate
that experience of anti-Irish sectarianism may have motivated the overwhelming majority of
the Scottish brigade to support the treaty and thereby the establishment of an Irish state
enjoying some measure of autonomy, even if it was short of that of an independent republic.
However, given his opposition to British imperialism, it is unlikely that fidelity to the
memory of Connolly motivated an acceptance of the treaty amongst the Scottish Volunteers.
Rather, a more important factor was probably that of personality. Given their close
relationship with Michael Collins, the major proponent of the treaty, Joe Vize and his
gunrunning successors in Scotland may have used their personal influence to bring the

brigade round to supporting the Provisional Government.

13 Stewart J. Brown, “Outside the Covenant’: the Scottish Presbyterian churches and Irish immigration, 1922—
1938’ in Innes Review, xlii, no. 1 (1991), pp 19-45; Richard J. Finlay, ‘Nationalism, race, religion and the Irish
question in inter-war Scotland’ in /nnes Review, xlii, no. 1 (1991), pp 46-67

126 J0e Vize to Michael Collins, n.d., but marked ‘Recd 5.2.19° (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/11); Brian
Hanley, ‘The Irish Citizen Army after 1916 in Saothar, xxviii (2003), pp 37-47

- George O’Brien to Eamon de Valera, 11 May 1922 (NAI, Cumann na Poblachta and Sinn Féin Papers,
1094/5/13)
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As we saw earlier, Joe Vize sought to organise Volunteer companies in Scotland around Sinn
Féin clubs. By the end of 1921, there were sixty-five Sinn Féin cumainn or branches in
Scotland affiliated with Dublin. Membership subscriptions for the year amounted to £4,045.
England and Wales boasted only eight branches, with subscriptions of £4,71 1."** Here,
however, the main nationalist political organisation was not Sinn Féin but the ISDL. This
organisation was part of a general attempt by Dail Eireann to harness the Irish outside of
Ireland in support of Irish freedom. Following his escape from Lincoln Jail in February 1919,
Eamon de Valera made arrangements to travel to the United States in order to get American
support for Irish self-determination. However, before he departed from Liverpool disguised
as a sailor, de Valera ‘planned the aims and the constitution’ of the ISDL."*’ The following
month, the organisation was formally inaugurated in Manchester. The aims of the league

were:

To gather together the Irish residents in Great Britain, in order that they shall as a body
support their compatriots in Ireland, and use every means in their power to secure the
application of the principle of self-determination for Ireland, and in the meantime to render all
and every assistance to Irish political prisoners in Ireland or Great Britain.'*’

Believing that it was ‘the duty of the exiled Irish everywhere to aid their kindred at home” in
securing international recognition of Ireland’s right to self-determination, the founders of the
ISDL believed that the league provided ‘a common platform for all Irish Residents in Great
Britain, who admit that Ireland is a nation, and [who] endorse her demand that she shall be so
recognised by all other nations’. Membership of the organisation was confined to those of
Irish birth or descent. The ISDL president was P. J. Kelly from county Tyrone, an Irish
nationalist councillor in Liverpool. Art O’Brien became vice-president and Sean McGrath
was later appointed general secretary. '’

Due, perhaps, to the proliferation of Sinn Féin branches in Scotland, the Irish there
proved unresponsive to the new organisation. Owing to the nature of the source available,

ISDL membership and organisation in England and Wales is difficult to ascertain precisely.

128 Report of Hon. Secretary, Sinn Féin Ard Combhairle, 12 Jan. 1922 (NAI, DE 2/486)

129 Eamon de Valera, ‘GENERAL NOTE’, n.d. (UCDA, de Valera Papers, P150/620)

130 1SDL, Constitution and rules (1921), p. 3 (NLI, O Briain Papers, Ms 8438/13)

131 poster, ‘IRISH SELF-DETERMINATION LEAGUE OF GREAT BRITAIN’, dated, in handwriting, 5 June
1919 (NLI, O Briain Papers, Mss 8427/42); ISDL, Constitution and rules (1921), p. 3 (NLI, O Briain Papers,
Ms 8438/13); Sam Davies, “‘A stormy political career’: P. J. Kelly and Irish nationalist and labour politics in
Liverpool, 1891-1936" in Transactions of the historic society of Lancashire and Cheshire, cxlviii, (1999), pp
147-89
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The highest recorded membership figure, 38,726, relates to March 1921. The actual number
of branches in which these members were organised was not recorded, but it was probably in
excess of two hundred and fifty. The highest number of branches, 294, was recorded in
November 1921, but the overall membership at that time was not noted."*? At its height in
late 1921, the league organ, the /rish Exile, enjoyed a monthly circulation of fifteen
thousand."* The ISDL’s most striking activity consisted of mass meetings and
demonstrations, sometimes addressed by TDs from Ireland. In February 1920, for example,
an overflow audience of over ten thousand people attended an ISDL meeting in the Albert
Hall, London, to hear speeches by Arthur Griffith and Eoin MacNeill."** The organisation’s
more workaday activities included attending to the needs of Irish men in British prisons,
along with collecting money for various Irish causes such as the D4il loan and the Volunteer
Defence Fund.

Mairtin O Cathain contends that the support which the Irish in Scotland gave to Sinn
Féin during the 1919-23 period demonstrates ‘the depth of [their] rootedness to Ireland’.
Unlike the IPP and other political organisations, Sinn Féin did not seek to redress the
difficulties, socio-economic and otherwise, being experienced by the Irish in Scotland.
Rather, it was focused exclusively on affairs in Ireland.'* The same could be said of those
who supported the ISDL.

The IRA in Britain developed a close relationship with the ISDL and Sinn Féin.
Thomas MacDonnell, a senior member of Scottish Sinn Féin, remembered that the
organisation’s branches allowed for the recruitment of men to the IRA and IRB."*
Meanwhile, Gilbert Barrington, secretary of the ISDL’s Tyneside district council and an IRA

organiser in the area, recalled that

As a general rule, the prime movers in the formation of a branch of [the] 1.S.D.L. were also
prominent in the recruitment of Volunteers. Not a great deal of pressure was necessary to
encourage the formation of new branches; on the contrary, it was usual for the initiative to be
taken locally. Similarly, it was not long after a branch of the 1.S.D.L. was formed until
endeavours would be made by some of the members to get in touch with responsible officers
of the LR.A. with a view to the establishment of a Company in the district ... In this way, the

132 Keiko Inoue, ‘Political activity of the Irish in Britain, 1919-1925" (Ph.D thesis, Trinity College Dublin,

2008), p. 131

'3 Art O’Brien to Seamus MacManus, 31 May 1922 (NLI, O Briain Papers, Mss 8429/36)

4 Freeman’s Journal, 12 Feb. 1920

135 Mairtin O Cathain, ‘A winnowing spirit: Sinn Féin in Scotland, 1905-38" in Martin J. Mitchell (ed), New
perspectives on the Irish in Scotland (Edinburgh, 2008), pp 114-26, at pp 122-3

13 Thomas McDonnell’s statement to the Military Services Pensions Board, 4 July 1939 (Mooney Papers,
EMP/2/A/9)

59



personnel in contact with each 1.S.D.L. branch was, in general, the same as controlled the
activities of the LR.A. in the area."’’

Hence, branches of the ISDL and Sinn Féin functioned as recruiting pools for the IRA. In
1920, Edward Roche, ‘very active’ in the London ISDL, was introduced to two men who
asked him if he would ‘link up’ with the IRA. Roche agreed, and in a house on Baker St. he
was sworn into the Volunteers. He was then assigned the task of raising an IRA unit in south-
west London, in the Richmond, Kew, and Hounslow areas."”® Edward Brady, an Ulsterman
living in Liverpool, similarly got involved in the IRA through constitutional politics. After
attending a public meeting in 1919 agitating for the release of Irish political prisoners, Brady
met with an acquaintance and was prevailed upon to join Sinn Féin. ‘His arguments seemed
so to impress the mind of one politically ignorant of the significance of the state of affairs,’
Brady later remembered, ‘or of the logical outcome of the movement with which he was
obsessed, that at his request, I gave him permission to nominate me as a member of his club.’
In addition to Sinn Féin, Brady became involved in other groups advocating the Irish cause,
including the ISDL. Through involvement in such activities as fundraising for the Dail loan
and disseminating propaganda, Brady became aware of the existence of the Volunteers,
drilling and arming themselves with the aim of starting hostilities in Britain. Invigorated by
the exciting atmosphere and the righteousness of the cause, he joined the Birkenhead

company B8

During the civil war, the IRA in England remained in contact with the anti-
treaty ISDL, while north of the border republicans established Poblachta na h-Eireann in
Albain, or the Irish Republican Organisation in Scotland, to replace the rapidly disintegrating
Sinn Féin clubs.'*’

British cities also boasted branches of the GAA and the Gaelic League, manifestations
of cultural nationalism, the desire to preserve and celebrate Ireland’s distinctive culture. By
1921, there were at least seven GAA clubs in London, and an unknown number existed in the

141

rest of Britain. * The London Gaelic League, founded in 1898, was dedicated to the

‘preservation, teaching, and extension of Irish as a spoken language’, as well as to ‘the cause

3T BMHWS no. 773, Gilbert Francis Barrington, pp 9-10; see also ibid., no. 274, Liam McMahon, p. 3 (NAI)
1% Edward L. Roche to ?Military Pensions Board, 4 Aug. 1937 (UCDA, Ernie O’Malley Papers, P17a/154)

139 Brady, Ireland’s secret service in England, pp 16-23

19 poblacht na hEireann (Scottish edition), 7 Oct., 16 Dec 1922; Eire: the Irish Nation, 27 Jan., 3, 24 Feb., 14
Apr. 1923

141 <A CALL FROM IRELAND’, n.d., but 1918-21 (NLI, O Briain Papers, Ms 8436/5); attendance at GAA
Annual Congresses, 1921-23 (GAA Archives [GAAA], Central Council Minute Book, 1911-1925,
GAA/CC/01/02[537, 572, 639]); Report and balance sheet 1924 (GAAA, Annual Reports, Balance Sheets and
Motions for Congress, 1911-28), p. 60
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of an Irish-Ireland’. In the period 1919-22, the organisation’s paid-up membership varied
between 466 and 1,100.'*

As well as having overlapping memberships, therefore, the ISDL, Sinn Féin,
Poblachta na h-Eireann in Albain, the GAA, and the Gaelic League constituted the milieu
within which the IRA, the IRB, the Cumann na mBan, and Na Fianna Eireann existed. Often,
there was little distinction between the organisations. Seamus Reader remembered that the
Fenians, the Volunteers and the Sinn Féin organisation were ‘very much mixed up’ in
Glasgow; Art O’Brien wrote likewise about London.'* Events such as dances enabled
Volunteers to socialise with supporters and sympathisers. While such supporters may not
have been members of the ranks of violent republicanism, they did lend some service. Some
allowed their addresses to be used in the clandestine postal system which enabled Michael
Collins and other GHQ leaders in Dublin to communicate with Volunteer and IRB leaders in
Britain. Some sheltered fugitive IRA men from Ireland or escapees from British prisons.
Others allowed their houses to be used as arms dumps. As Michael Collins noted, ‘people
who were not prepared to go out and fight” nevertheless had ‘some uses” and ‘might be of
great value to the actual fighters themselves’.'** Indeed, the first mobilisation of the London
IRA, in April 1920, was for the purpose of protecting Irish men and women from the violent
attentions of an English crowd which took exception to their demonstration in support of
hunger-striking IRA men in Wormwood Scrubs prison.'*® “The last thing we expected was an
Irish demonstration outside the prison in the heart of the enemy’s country’, one hunger-striker

later told reporters,

and it was a tremendous encouragement to us in our fight to know that our people in London
were sympathising with us. It was simply splendid, and put great heart into the boys."*®

Later that year, Volunteers acted as stewards at the large public meetings addressed by Daniel

Mannix, the Irish republican archbishop of Melbourne.'*’

Participation in such activities of
the wider republican movement inculcated a sense of camaraderie and reinforced

republicans’ belief in the righteousness of their cause. Michael O’Leary stated that rallies in

2O Briain, ‘Gaedhil thar saile’, p. 117; Gaelic League of London, Constitution (1919), p. 1; Annual Report of
the Gaelic League of London, 1921 (1921), p. 14; Annual Report of the Gaelic League of London, 1922 (1922),
pp 15, 19 (NLI, O Briain Papers, Ms 8433/32, 8436/5)

' BMHWS no. 933, Seamus Reader, p. 7 (NAI); ‘IRB’, n.d., but ¢. 1930s (NLI, O Briain Papers, Ms 8427/22)
'* Michael Collins to Art O’ Brien, 13 June 1921 (NAIL, DE 2/330)

'S Freeman’s Journal, 29 Apr.; Irish Times, 29, 30 Apr.; The Times, 29 Apr. 1920; ‘London Battalion IRA’
(UCDA, O’Malley Papers, P17a/51)

46 Freeman’s Journal, 10 May 1920

“TBMHWS no. 696, Henry O’Hagan, p. 6 ibid, no. 797, Micheal O Laoghaire, pp 33-5 (NAI)
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Liverpool ‘helped to swell the Sinn Féin membership and afterwards to bring self-
determination into operation”.'**

Relations between Volunteers and the wider republican movement were not always
smooth. As we saw earlier, Reginald Dunne, O/C London, had a somewhat fraught
relationship with the Cumann na mBan and the ISDL. In October 1921, during the truce, he
compounded the problem. Fearful that attendance at Gaelic League classes would bring
unwelcome attention to the Volunteers, he prohibited London IRA men from attending. ‘The
war 1is not over; and I shall not cancel this order until peace is declared,” he wrote. When Art
O’Brien expressed surprise at Dunne’s having unilaterally issued an order so open to
misinterpretation, Dunne accused O’Brien’s informants of spitefulness and of attempting to
sow discord between the two men. He assured O’Brien that he was not hostile to the Gaelic
League itself, though he was contemptuous of many of its London members.'*’

In February 1923, Eire, a republican newspaper, criticized the London GAA for
failing to support the republican cause during the ongoing civil war. In the past, the
organisation had associated itself with every cause which sought to achieve Irish freedom, it
was noted. ‘If the London GAA cannot supply recruits for the Irish Republican Army it
certainly can and should supply funds to maintain the Republic,” the newspaper declared. It
would not suffice for young Irishmen in the capital to continue playing football and hurling
while the Republic was in a life-or-death struggle with the ‘Imperial Slave Staters’: ‘Irish
games not wedded to Irish Nationality are of no more service to the Irish Republic than the

' The London Gaelic League was also criticised for its aloofness

playing of ping-pong ...".
from the republican cause. O’Brien noted that the treaty split and subsequent civil war gave

rise to ‘disruptive elements’ in the organisation."’' The Catholic Church was condemned for
its hostility too."*?

Security was often a concern when accepting new recruits into the Volunteers. John
Pinkman, a Merseyside IRA man, states that admittance to the ranks of the city’s Volunteers
was dependent on a standing member vouching for the new recruit’s integrity. Such a
procedure was adopted to prevent the organisation being infiltrated by Irishmen working as

British spies. If, despite his surmounting this obstacle, a doubt still remained about the

advisability of admitting a new recruit, especially one from Ireland, subterfuge would be

¥ Ibid, no. 797, Micheal O Laoghaire, p. 25 (NAI)

149 Art O’Brien to Reginald Dunne, 15, 24 Oct.; Reginald Dunne to Art O’Brien, n.d., but ¢. 16-24 Oct. 1921
(NLI, O Briain Papers, Ms 8424/16)

150 Eire: the Irish Nation, 24 Feb. 1923

B! Ibid., 7 July 1923; O Briain, ‘Gaedhil thar sile’, pp 122-3

2poblacht na hEireann (Scottish edition), 2 Sept. 1922
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employed to verify his bona fides. The recruit would be told that his joining the city’s
Volunteers was contingent upon his becoming a member of the INF’s health benefit scheme.
Once he had filled out the scheme’s application form, his details were secretly noted down by
INF secretary Nan Feeley. She would then forward the details to IRA GHQ in Dublin, which,
in turn, would make enquiries regarding the recruit from the I/O in his home area.'>

Some procedures, if not specifically these ones, seem to have been adopted by IRA
companies in other parts of Britain. Nevertheless, two incidents of spying by Volunteers did
occur in Britain. The most serious concerned the Erskine St. company of the Manchester
Volunteers. Following an IRA arson attack upon the city centre in April 1921, police raided
the company’s headquarters, the Irish Club in Hulme. One man was shot dead and a number
of others were arrested. When they were subsequently put on trial on charges of treason
felony, one of their number, Charles Murphy, turned king’s evidence. Sixteen of the
defendants were found guilty and imprisoned for up to ten years each.'>* Edward Brady later
stated that Murphy was a spy, and was admitted to the Manchester Volunteers after failing to
gain entry to the Liverpool IRA. Murphy, he wrote, ‘apparently acted as an agent
provocateur’ in encouraging the mounting of the arson attack in the city centre.'”> Michael
Collins thought it “a positive disgrace’ that the Manchester IRA took Murphy into its
confidence so quickly. Murphy was ‘not one bit more guilty [for the prosecutions] than the
men who were responsible for such a thing [i.e. admitting him to the organisation so hastily],’
he continued. ‘... We must certainly fix the responsibility for accepting him as a member and
detailing him for work.”"*

The second incident ended with an execution on Ashford golf course in Middlesex on
3 April 1921, the day after the arson attack took place in Manchester. Three wounds were
found on the body. On a piece of paper found nearby was written: ‘Let spies and traitors
beware — IRA’. At the inquest, the victim was identified as Vincent Fouvargue, a twenty
year-old clerk book-keeper. Under the name Richard Stanton, Fourvargue had attended ISDL
dances at Kelvedon Hall, Fulham. He had been at one such dance on the night of his death.
The jury, some of whom had received threatening letters, reached a verdict of wilful murder

. 157
against some person or persons unknown.

'3 Pinkman, In the legion of the vanguard, pp 21-2

% The Times, 4 Apr.; Manchester Guardian, 28 Apr., 15, 17 July 1921
'3 Brady, Ireland’s secret service in England, pp 11-12

"% Michael Collins to Art O’Brien, 23 May 1921 (NAI, DE 2/330)

57 The Times, 4, 5,7, 21 Apr. 1921

39



Fouvargue had been the assistant 1/O of the 3rd or 4th battalion Dublin IRA. Captured
by the British, he seems to have divulged information relating to his fellow Volunteers,
perhaps after being tortured. The British then staged an ambush so as to let Fouvargue escape
from their custody and re-join the IRA, where he would continue to spy for them. He
subsequently moved to London and attempted to ingratiate himself with the Volunteers there.
Brady states that his activities led to the arrest of a police sergeant secretly working for the
IRA. It was then that Fouvargue’s former comrades in the Dublin Volunteers became
suspicious of him and alerted the IRA in London."®

Volunteer recruitment took place on a continuous basis. In August 1920, the IRA
boasted just eight companies in England, spread across Liverpool, London, and Manchester.
By September the following year, it had expanded to thirty-one companies, encompassing
Tyneside, Birmingham and Sheffield, along with the three original areas. When Rory
O’Connor visited Newcastle-upon-Tyne in the autumn of 1921, he found that the Tyneside
battalion adjutant was away organising more companies.'>’ Recruitment to the Scottish
Volunteers ceased in 1921. Accounts disagree as to the precise date, with one claiming 11
July, the date the truce came into operation, and the other 7 December, the day after the

signing of the treaty.'®

\%

Before a new recruit was admitted to the Volunteers, he was usually required to swear the

following oath:

I, the undersigned, desire to be enrolled for service in Ireland as a member of the Irish
Volunteer Force. I subscribe to the Constitution of the Irish Volunteers, and pledge my
willing obedience to my superior officers. I declare that in joining the Irish Volunteer Force I
set before myself the stated objects of the Irish Volunteers, and no others.'®’

The oath of the anti-treaty IRA during the civil war called on members to swear that they

would ‘support and defend the Irish Republic against all enemies foreign and domestic [and]

that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same’.'*

"% Ernie O’Malley, On another man’s wound (Dublin, 2002 [1936]), p. 317; Brady, /reland’s secret service in
England, pp 12-13; BMHWS no. 380, David Neligan, p. 4; ibid., no. 615, Frank Thornton, p. 42 (NAI)

139 0/C Britain to C/S, 15 Oct. 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/29[264-73])

1%0'S Fullerton to Minister for Defence, 31 Aug., 6 Sept. 1922 (MAI, Collins Papers, A/06181); John Carney to
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What motivated people to join the Volunteers and swear these oaths? Membership of
the IRA was, after all, fraught with danger. Most of the British populace seems to have
followed the prime minister, David Lloyd George, in viewing the IRA in Ireland as a ‘murder
gang’, ‘assassins’ terrorizing the country.'® For the Volunteers in Britain, ‘the heart of
enemy lines’, the danger could only be worse. On a less demanding level, membership of the
Volunteers also entailed spending hours at drill practice and the payment of a weekly
membership fee.'® Why, then, were people willing to devote time, money and energy to the
Volunteers, as well as, in extremis, putting their lives at risk?

Unfortunately, of the two thousand and more people who joined the Volunteers in
Britain, only a small minority have left accounts of their activities. Of this minority, only a
few have left accounts containing the detail necessary for a competent discussion of the
factors motivating their involvement with the Volunteers. Therefore, the following discussion
relies on the testimony of twenty people who served in the Volunteers in Britain.'®® Seven of
these were born or grew up in Britain, while the remainder were born in Ireland or America.
Before we examine these accounts, however, it is necessary to briefly discuss the history of
the Irish in Britain.

In 1841, four years before the potato blight struck Ireland, the Irish-born population of
Britain was estimated be just under 416,000.'°° Over the following decade, a further 310,000
Irish settled in Britain, the overwhelming majority as a result of the Famine.'®’ This,
however, did not represent the peak of Irish emigration to Britain. In the decades after the
Famine, Ireland lost almost half her population, mainly due to emigration. Britain and the
United States of America were the destinations chosen by the majority of emigrants. As a
result, by 1861, the Irish-born population of Britain numbered 805,717. Thereafter, except for

a slight increase in the 1870s, it began to decline until it numbered just under 524,000 in

'* The Times, 11 Oct. 1920

1% Michael Collins to Tom Craven, 6 June 1919 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/1[56]); Michael Collins to
Sean McGrath, 9 Oct. 1919 (NLI, O Briain Papers, Mss 8429/11)

19 Bureau of Military History Contemporaneous Documents [BMHCD] no. 141/4, Thomas Craven (MAI);
Good, Enchanted by dreams; Pinkman, In the legion of the vanguard; Barrington, The Irish independence
movement on Tyneside; interview with Cathleen Knowles-McGuirk, Eamonn Mooney’s daughter, 6 Aug. 2009;
BMHWS no. 773, Gilbert Francis Barrington; ibid., no. 776, Joseph Booker; ibid., no. 828, James Byrne; ibid.,
no. 824, Paddy Daly; ibid., no. 1535, Hugh Early; ibid., no. 684, George Fitzgerald; ibid., no. 335, Joseph
Furlong; ibid., no. 274, Liam McMahon; ibid., no. 777, Patrick Mills; ibid., no. 1584, Patrick Murray; ibid., no.
696, Henry O’Hagan; ibid., no. 1678, William O’Keeffe; ibid., no. 797, Michael O’Leary; ibid., no. 510, Frank
Thornton; ibid., no. 369, William Whelan (NAI)
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1921."" For economic reasons, the Irish tended to settle mainly in urban areas, particularly
the cities of northern England and Scotland. In 1841, the Irish constituted between 11.5 and
17.3 per cent the populations of Liverpool, Manchester, and Glasgow; eighty years later, the

percentages were between 2.3 and 6.3.'”

London also boasted a significant Irish
population.'” All these figures, taken from census returns, refer only to those Irish in Britain
who had been born in Ireland; their children born in Britain were not recorded as Irish. It is
difficult, therefore, to estimate with any great certainty the size of the whole Irish population
in Britain, encompassing those born in Ireland and their British-born descendants. One
historian has tentatively estimated that the maximum number of Catholic Irish in Britain in
the 1870s and 1880s was between one and one-and-a-half million.'”" By 1921, with the birth
of second- and third-generation Irish, the Irish Catholic population as a whole in Britain
would probably have exceeded two million.

Excepting those emigrants who fled Ireland during the Famine, most Irish immigrated
to Britain for economic reasons. However, lacking valuable skills, they tended to be confined
to menial jobs, such as labouring in factories and on railway- and building-construction
projects. Native British workers often viewed the Irish as a threat to their living standards,
accusing them of driving down wage levels. A number of anti-Irish riots ensued, in such
workplaces as the Pontypool ironworks in 1834, Penrith railway works in 1846, and the
mines and factories of Dunfermline in 1850.'”> However, employment and wages were rarely
the sole causes of these violent confrontations. Other factors were at work. Many native
Britons distained the Irish, objecting to their Catholicism, poverty and drunkenness. The first
was seen as particularly objectionable, for Britain in the nineteenth century, despite the
emancipation of Catholics, was a self-consciously Protestant nation. ‘It was their common
investment in Protestantism [in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries] that first allowed the
English, the Welsh and the Scots to become fused together, and to remain so, despite their
many cultural divergences,” notes the historian Linda Colley. Britain’s many wars with
Catholic France in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries then cemented the Protestant
religion’s place in the country’s national self-identity.'” In the 1850s and 1860s, anti-

Catholic and anti-Irish riots occurred throughout Britain, including such towns and cities as

168 Ibid.; Fitzpatrick, ‘Irish emigration in the later nineteenth century’, p. 126; Fitzpatrick, ‘The Irish in Britain’,
p. 690
199 Fitzpatrick, “A peculiar tramping people”, p. 659; Fitzpatrick, ‘The Irish in Britain’, p. 691
170 11.;
Ibid.
"' O’Day, ‘Varieties of anti-Irish behaviour in Britain’, pp 27-8
'"2 Fitzpatrick, “A peculiar tramping people”, pp 639-44
' Linda Colley, Britons: forging the nation 1707—1837 (New Haven, 1992), pp 367-8
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London, Cardiff, Birkenhead, Stockport, Blackburn, and Oldham. Rome’s restoration of the
Catholic hierarchy in England was a significant factor in these outbreaks of violence, as were
British acclaim and Irish detestation of Garibaldi’s assault on the Papal States during the wars
of Italian unification, preacher William Murphy’s anti-Catholic crusade, and the violence of
Irish Fenian revolutionaries. After the 1860s, such anti-Irish violence declined in frequency.
Yet, it appeared again in Lancashire, particularly between 1903 and 1909, where
Conservative and Protestant domination of municipal politics mixed with the militant
Protestant crusade of Pastor George Wise to create a combustible situation.'”

With this background in mind, we will now analyse the biographical accounts of six
Volunteers born or raised in Britain. Born in Liverpool around 1890, Thomas Craven became
O/C of one of the city’s two Volunteer companies in early 1916 and went on to fight in the
Easter Rising. He resumed his command when the Volunteers were re-founded on
Merseyside in 1919. In September that year, however, he resigned from the force and moved
to New York.'” Joseph Good was born in Soho, London, in 1895. In 1914, he joined the
Volunteers in the capital, serving in the same company as Michael Collins. After being
released from Frongoch internment camp, following his involvement in the Easter Rising,
Good participated in various IRA activities, including gunrunning and the planned
assassination of British cabinet ministers.'”® John Pinkman, born in Liverpool in 1902, joined
the city’s Volunteers in 1919 and participated in terrorist attacks over the subsequent two
years.'” Gilbert Barrington was born in Blackburn, Lancashire, in 1889. He helped found
IRA companies in the Tyneside area in 1920-21 and took part in arson attacks and
gunrunning activities.'”® Brothers Eamonn and Sean Mooney, born in Ireland and Scotland
respectively, joined the Scottish Volunteers in 1914 and fought in the Easter Rising in Dublin
and served in Scotland during the war of independence.'”’

A number of themes are common to the biography of these six men. Family
background was a major factor in the six becoming Irish nationalists. Craven’s parents were
natives of Ulster. He credited his mother as the source of his ‘love of Ireland and hatred of

Britain’. In her native county Tyrone, she had been a member of the Ladies Land League, and

'™ Fitzpatrick, “A peculiar tramping people”, pp 645-51; O’Day, ‘Varieties of anti-Irish behaviour in Britain’,

pp 29-36

!> BMHCD no. 141/4, Thomas Craven (MAI); Tom Craven to Michael Collins, 25 May; Neil Kerr to Michael
Collins, 25 Sept. 1919 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/1[5, 24-25])

' Good, Enchanted by dreams, pp x-xi, 9, 14-99, 130-44, 174-6, 182-5

""" Pinkman, In the legion of the vanguard, pp 9-10, 18-9, 32-53

'8 Barrington, The Irish independence movement on Tyneside, pp 4, 10; BMHWS no. 773, Gilbert Francis
Barrington, pp 2-9 (NAI)
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later in Liverpool she joined various nationalist organisations. The pro-Boer sympathies of
Craven’s father were so pronounced during the South African War of 1899-1902 as to lead to
the family home being attacked and wrecked by mobs on four occasions. His own pro-Boer
stance and refusal to salute the Union Jack or wear a Queen Victoria button resulted in the
young Craven being beaten up. Outside of the Boers, as a young boy playing at soldiers,
Craven imagined himself fighting for Ireland, sometimes as United Irishmen Theobald Wolfe

Tone and Robert Emmet.'®’

While Joe Good’s father was also sympathetic towards the
Boers, his parents generally were supporters of the IPP, treating the family to loud renditions
of Irish MPs’ speeches from the newspapers every Sunday. Good’s sister, Agnes, became

active in an Irish political society and also joined the Gaelic League.'”'

Pinkman, despite his
unusual name, traced his ancestry to county Fermanagh. His family home was a repository of
Irish culture. His father was a devout Catholic, while his mother treasured and practised Irish
customs and traditions. Both were Irish-speakers. They were also Irish nationalists. Irish song
and dance provided entertainment at regular get-togethers, all of which took place under the
gaze of engravings and pictures of IPP leader Charles Stewart Parnell and the Fenians. A
cousin of Pinkman’s named Bernie Meehan fought in the Easter Rising. While he was
imprisoned in Frongoch, Pinkman’s mother sent him food parcels. Following his release,
Meehan lodged with the Pinkmans until he found a job in the city. Disgust at the executions
of the Rising leaders motivated Pinkman’s refused to salute the Union Jack at his school’s

182 Gilbert Barrington’s family had a long association with

Empire Day celebrations in 1916.
Irish nationalism. Family tradition stated that some ancestors had participated in the United
Irish rebellion of 1798. Barrington’s paternal grandfather was a member of the IRB.
Although Barrington’s father had been sworn into the Fenians by his father, he was ‘very
Irish in sentiment but always anti-physical force’. His politics took the form of moderate
nationalism. He joined the AOH in South Shields, as did Gilbert. Educated by the Irish
Sisters of Mercy near Bath, Barrington’s mother was intensely nationalistic.'®® Both Mooney
parents were republicans, with one of their parents in turn said to have been a founding

member of the IRB. Both parents were also cultural nationalists, with the father working as

an Irish language translator.'**

80 BMHCD no. 141/4, Thomas Craven (MAI)
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Gearoid O’ Tuathaigh has argued that nationalism may have served ‘an important and
complex psychological function’ for Irish immigrants in nineteenth-century Britain. It gave
‘an exalted sense of purpose to lives that were otherwise spent in adverse social
circumstances’. Moreover, ‘by demanding freedom for the homeland’, nationalism allowed
immigrants ‘to engage in a kind of revolt by proxy against their own depressed condition®.'®’
Immigrants sometimes passed on these sentiments to their children in the twentieth-century.

The powerful influence which family relations had in relation to the moulding of a
nationalist consciousness is evident in the significant number of siblings in the ranks of the
Volunteers and the IRB in Britain. During the war of independence, the London IRA boasted
at least four sets of brothers: Sean and Michael McGrath, Denis and Joseph Carr, Charles and

186

William Robinson, and Joseph and Patrick O’Sullivan. ™ As well as the Kerr brothers, the

Liverpool Volunteers also had the membership of Jimmy and Paddy Lowe, and Michael

187

O’Leary and his brother. ™" At least twenty-two sets of brothers existed in the Scottish

ranks.'®® As well as Eamonn and Sean Mooney, there was John and James McGallogly, and

the McGovern brothers, Michael Patrick, and Thomas.'*’

Joseph and Seamus Robinson were
born into a republican family in Belfast, before moving to Glasgow in 1903. Both fought in
the Easter Rising. Seamus then organised the IRA in county Tipperary, while Joseph returned
to Scotland to direct gunrunning activity.'” Fathers sometimes joined their sons in the
Volunteers also. ‘B” company of the 2nd battalion boasted three sets of fathers and sons:
Kelly, Rafferty and Sullivan.'”' More extended family relations also existed. Brothers-in-law
Robert McLoughlin and Felix O’Hanlon were members of ‘D’ company, 3rd battalion.'**
Given the number of members sharing the same surnames, ‘A’ company, 2nd battalion seems
to have been a veritable family affair.'

A second factor in motivating involvement in the Volunteers, though explicitly

mentioned in only two cases, was the influence of friends. In 1918, John Pinkman and his

%5 Quoted in Mark Boyle, ‘Towards a (re)theorization of the historical geography of nationalism in diasporas:

the Irish diaspora as an exemplar’ in International Journal of Population Geography, vii, issue 6 (2001), pp
429-46, at p. 435

18 Sean McGrath interview (UCDA, O’Malley Notebooks, P17b/100); Reginald Dunne to Art O’Brien, 24 Apr.
1922; Art O’Brien to whom it may concern, 27 Apr. 1935 (NLI, O Briain Papers, Ms 8427/22, 8432/21);
Wallace, ‘Reginald Dunn and Joseph O’Sullivan’, p. 1

"7 Pinkman, In the legion of the vanguard, p. 165; BMHWS no. 797, Micheal O Laoghaire, p. 47 (NAI)

" Membership of Scottish brigade IRA (Mooney Papers, EMP/3/C/13)

"9 Interview with Cathleen Knowles-McGuirk; membership of “A” company, 1st battalion; membership of ‘H’
company, Ist battalion, Scottish brigade IRA (Mooney Papers, EMP/3/C/13)

19 Seamus Robinson statement (NLI, Frank Gallagher Papers, Ms 21,256); Marie Coleman, ‘Robinson,
Séamus’ in Dictionary of Irish biography, downloaded from http://dib.cambridge.org on 1 Dec. 2009

"I Membership of ‘B’ company, 2nd battalion, Scottish brigade IRA (Mooney Papers, EMP/3/C/13)

"2 Membership of ‘D’ company, 3rd battalion, Scottish brigade IRA (Mooney Papers, EMP/3/C/13)
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cousin Bernie Meehan regularly attended ceili dances at the local Sinn Féin club. There, they
learned from Niall Lively, a neighbour with whom Pinkman had attended hurling matches,
that a Volunteer company was about to be founded in the area. About six or eight men
attended the inaugural meeting of the company, the seventeen-year-old Pinkman amongst
them. “More than anyone else,” he later wrote, “Niall Lively ... was responsible for my joining
the Company.’ 1% Gilbert Barrington stated that, family influence apart, his involvement in
the IRA on Tyneside during the war of independence was motivated by the sincere patriotism
of Fr. Vaughan, the Catholic parish priest of South Shields."” The historian Charles
Townshend has argued that the persistence of resistance to British rule in Ireland ‘cannot be
explained by the intellectual or even the emotional power of republican ideology, but only by
an inheritance of communal assumptions validating its methods as much as its ends’.'*®
Family and friends constituted the most important media by which such communal thinking
was passed on to the next generation, especially among those who felt themselves ‘exiled’
from Ireland, forced to emigrate due to British misrule or malevolence. Indeed, O Cathain
argues that the ‘very shape and nature of Fenianism grew out of an Irish exile colloquy ...”.""
If families and friends constituted important influences in the development of an Irish
nationalist outlook in these men, so too did popular books, newspapers and ballads. Craven
eagerly read Irish history and remembered Fr. Kavanagh’s 4 popular history of the
insurrection of 1798 (1880) as being the first book he ever read outside of school books.
Aged fourteen, he then came across an advertisement for Arthur Griffith’s United Irishman
newspaper. Intrigued by the title, Craven decided to buy a copy. Impressed by Griffith’s
argument that Ireland could expect little help from Britain, he became a regular reader of the
publication.lg8 Aged about fifteen, Joe Good, solitary and imaginative, began to read Irish
history. Soon afterwards, he encountered Irish songs and ballads for the first time when his
sister Agnes brought home a Gaelic League songbook. He became enchanted by the romantic
works of Thomas Davis, James Clarence Mangan, and Thomas Moore. The sentiments of

such poems as Mangan’s ‘Dark Rosaleen’ and John O’Hagan’s “Dear Land’ resonated with

Good, as he later remembered: ‘These were thoughts which had run in my head since

194 Pinkman, In the legion of the vanguard, pp 18-9
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childhood, and that I had never heard expressed — till now’. Following his sister into the
Gaelic League, Good was introduced to An Claidheamh Soluis, the movement’s newspaper.
Here again, he found laid out in black and white sentiments and arguments regarding “direct
action” and ‘physical force” which reverberated with him. With the newspaper in his pocket,
Good felt conspiratorial, like ‘a small Guy Fawkes’. Reflecting on his youthful hatred of
British imperialism, Good noted the irony that British rule in Ireland at the time was
relatively light-handed. However, as he lacked first hand information of conditions across the

: : e . 199
Irish Sea, he remained in ignorance of this.

John Pinkman, too, was influenced by his
reading Irish history, learning of ‘the cruelties suffered by the Irish people in the past’. The

Great Famine, of 1845-51, was particularly instructive:

My father was born less than ten years after the Great Famine when nearly two million [sic]
Irish people were allowed to die of starvation. Irish people were dying on the roadsides eating
grass while grain was being shipped out of Dublin to pay rents to absentee English landlords.

His reading and the nationalism of his parents, therefore, inculcated in Pinkman a hatred of
British imperialism and its malign influence on Ireland.””

A fourth factor, somewhat connected that the last, was the influence of cultural
nationalist organisations. The arguments in Griffith’s United Irishman seem to have
motivated Thomas Craven to become active in ‘all phases of the Irish-Ireland and Anti-
Parliamentarian Movement’. He joined the Gaelic League, the GAA, Sinn Féin, and the
Wolfe Tone Clubs.”’' Joe Good, as we have seen, joined the Gaelic League. He also attended
GAA matches and may have joined the organisation.202 Aged sixteen, Pinkman joined the
Roger Casement Sinn Féin club in Litherland. He considered his membership ‘natural” in
light of the ‘strong Irish atmosphere” in which he grew up. He also attended hurling matches
with friends.””

As we saw earlier, Mulligan has argued that the new interconnectedness between the
British Isles and the United States of America, in terms of travel, communications, and the

media, saw the development of a ‘transatlantic Irish nationalist world’ in the nineteenth-

century. For Irish immigrants, Ireland ‘operated as a symbolic anchor often imagined from

' Good, Enchanted by dreams, pp 5-8, 13
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20 X . .
% By consuming popular media, such as books and newspapers, Craven, Pinkman and

afar’.
Good were participating in this imagining of Ireland from afar.

A fifth factor, in Pinkman’s case at least, was that of sectarianism. Discrimination
against the Irish and Catholics was evident in Liverpool, especially in the area of
employment. Noting that he was one of only about six Catholic boys who attended the junior
day technical school in Bootle, Pinkman, an altar boy in his youth, believed that Catholics
were admitted reluctantly and only as a concession to the town’s large Catholic population. In
general, he believed that ‘Catholics, especially Irish Catholics, were treated like dirt’ on
Merseyside. For Pinkman, such treatment was of a part with the oppression suffered by the

20
d.(S

Irish at the hands of British imperialism in Irelan Another environmental factor, that of

the class struggle, was credited by Barrington as contributing to the rebelliousness of the Irish
on Tyneside.”"

A sixth factor was the influence of militaristic movements aimed at children. Joe
Good was a member of the Irish-American alliance of the Ancient Order of Hibernians
(AOH), and may have enrolled in its military wing, the Hibernian Rifles. He was also a
member of the Catholic Boys Brigade, from which he stole a carbine upon being expelled for

207

refusing to stand for the British national anthem.”™" In Glasgow, Eamonn and Sean Mooney

were members of the Willie Nelson troop of Na Fianna.”"®

Sympathy with the cause of Irish freedom, borne out of anti-imperialist ideology, may
also have motivated people to join the IRA in Britain. In a letter to the Aberdeen Free Press
in August 1920, for example, ‘A Birmingham Scot’ said that ‘surprising numbers’ of Scots,
himself included, had joined the Irish Volunteers, signifying ‘our sympathy with Ireland’s
aspirations — and, incidentally, our detestation of England’s tyranny “over there™. They
thereby pledged themselves ‘to assist Erin when called upon to do s

For the Irish born in Britain or those who grew up in Britain, the decision to join the
Volunteers, therefore, can be seen as having been influenced by perhaps seven factors,
namely family attitude towards nationalism, the involvement of friends in nationalist
movements, consumption of nationalist popular media, membership of cultural nationalist

organisations, experiencing sectarian discrimination, prior membership of militarist

movements, and political support for the cause of Irish freedom.

2% Mulligan, ‘Absence makes the heart grow fonder’, pp 451-2; see pp 2-3 above
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2% Interview with Cathleen Knowles-McGuirk; Hay, Bulmer Hobson, pp 78-9
29 gberdeen Free Press, 7 Aug. 1920 (NLI, O Briain Papers, Ms 8427)

48



Due to the lack of a comprehensive membership list for the Volunteers in Britain, the
proportion of Irish-born, as opposed to British-born, men active in the force cannot be stated
with any certainty. However, the surviving evidence indicates a very significant proportion, if
not a majority, of the Volunteers active in Britain, at least during the war of independence,
were born in Ireland. Gilbert Barrington stated that “Those who were active [in the Tyneside

210

IRA during the period 1919-21] were mostly Irish born™.”" According to Paddy Daly,

membership of the Liverpool Volunteers during the same period was ‘mostly composed of

s .
Irish-born men also seem to have constituted a

labouring men coming across from Ireland’.
significant proportion of the IRA in London, as well as that of the 2nd Scottish battalion.?'
What, therefore, motivated these Irish-born men to join the Volunteers and why did they fight
in Britain?

Detailed biographical statements regarding service in the Volunteers in Britain have
been left by twelve men born and raised in Ireland. Of these twelve, nine have provided
sufficient biographical detail to enable us to discern possible influences leading to their
involvement in the Volunteers. These influences prove to be the same as those in the cases of
British-born Volunteers. Family background was the influence of which most of these nine
were conscious. Joseph Furlong was born into a republican family in county Wexford. His
father had been imprisoned during the Land War of 1879-81.%"* An immigrant from county
Mayo, Patrick Mills joined his uncle in the Motherwell IRB in 1912.>'* Born in county
Galway in 1899, William O’Keeffe, later a member of the Manchester IRA, remembered the

nationalist tales his mother used to tell him and his siblings when they were young. Their

favourite stories concerned local happenings during the United Irishmen’s rebellion:

... the landing of the French at Killala on the 22nd August, 1798, and the battle at Castlebar on
the 27th August which resulted in a humiliating defeat for the English — known as “The Races
of Castlebar™; the return of the English soldiers to Mayo after the capture of the [French
leader] General Humbert, when they pillaged and plundered and slaughtered the old, the
infirm and the young who were unable to escape; also how Father Manus Sweeney of
Lahardane was hanged in Castlebar after a mock trial because he shook hands with a French
officer.
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In 1917-18, O’Keeffe’s older brother aided the Claremorris Volunteers in carrying
despatches.”'® Frank Thornton also remembered that his mother ‘preached Fenianism’ to her
children.*'® Such romantic reverence for physical force and those who wielded it against
British rule was not confined to incorrigible separatists. Rather, the mass of the Irish Catholic
population, along with its political representative, the IPP, sympathised with such a view,
informed as it was by a popular nationalism that portrayed Ireland as a righteous victim of
British oppression.2 4

Furlong attests to the influence of his schooling in the formation of his nationalist
outlook. He particularly remembered the Irish history lessons of his Christian Brothers
teacher, Brother Collins. Due to the influence of Collins and his own parents, Furlong ‘grew
up a Rebel”.>'®

O’Keeffe evidences the influence of neighbours. Joe Brennan, the founder of the
Claremorris Volunteers in the post-Rising period, ‘was the Irish boy’s ideal of what an
Irishman should be’, O’Keeffe remembered.”"” It was at the insistence of some of his
workmates that Furlong joined the Wexford IRB in 1908.%%°

In addition to the influence or family, friends, neighbours and teachers, that of cultural
nationalism is also instanced in two cases. Furlong states that he joined the Wexford Gaelic
League immediately upon its establishment in the town.”?! Limerick man Liam McMahon, an
important figure in Manchester during the war of independence, joined the Gaelic League
when he moved to Liverpool in 1878. His membership of the GAA led to his being invited to
join the IRB.**? Historians of the IRA in counties Cork, Limerick, Longford and elsewhere

have confirmed the importance of family, friends, schooling and inchocate nationalism in

motivating Volunteer membership.”*’
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We can see, therefore, that membership of the Volunteers in Ireland was often
motivated by the same factors that prompted second generation Irish immigrants in Britain to
join the Volunteers there. These factors were the family’s political outlook, influence of
teachers, neighbours and friends, and membership of cultural nationalist organisations. These
factors combined to form a defiant nationalism that refused to accept the legitimacy of British
rule in Ireland. The government’s indulgence of Ulster Unionist opposition to home rule in
1912—14 exacerbated hostility to British rule, as did its reaction to the 1916 Rising and its
attempt to impose conscription in 191 g

Why, however, did these Irish-born men join the Volunteers in Britain? In ten of the
twelve cases, economic necessity motivated temporary or permanent immigration to Britain.
In the remaining two cases, immigration was prompted by their being charged with carrying
out IRA activities in Britain. Of the ten cases of immigration encouraged by the lack of jobs
in Ireland, five had some association with advanced nationalist politics before their moving.
Paddy Daly, for example, senior Liverpool gunrunner during the war of independence, was a
member of the Offaly Volunteers before moving to Merseyside in 1918 in order to take up a
job as a clerical worker.”* Joseph Furlong was a member of the IRB before joining the

Volunteers in London in 1914.7%

V1

Moving away from the issue of motivation, what can we say about the social make-up of the
IRA in Britain?

Peter Hart has analysed a large sample of Volunteer members from throughout Ireland
during the period 1917-1923, and has identified a number of characteristics to create a
‘Volunteer typology’. Almost certainly a Roman Catholic, the Volunteer was probably under
thirty years of age, likely to be unmarried, and likely to be unpropertied. He probably lived in
an urban setting, was educated, and was at the beginning of his career in a skilled

occupation.”’ While agreeing with Hart on the issues of religion, age, marital status and

24 Joost Augusteijn, ‘Motivation: why did they fight for Ireland? The motivation of Volunteers in the

revolution’ in idem (ed), The Irish revolution, 1913—1923 (Hampshire, 2002), pp 103-20, at pp 107-17
22 BMHWS no. 824, Paddy Daly, p. 1 (NAI)

226 Ibid., no. 335, Joseph Furlong, p. 3 (NAI)

" Hart, The I.R.A. at war, p. 131
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wealth, studies of IRA membership at the county level have emphasised the rural origins of
most Volunteers.”*®

In the absence of regularly updated information on Volunteer membership in Britain,
reliance has to be placed on snapshots, newspaper reports of trials, and recollections of those
involved.

In terms of sex, the IRA had an exclusively male membership, with, as we have seen,
a separate organisation, the Cumann na mBan, being the vehicle for female involvement in
the struggle.

In the period 1920-23, over 150 people were arrested in Britain in relation to such
republican activities as gunrunning, terrorism and other miscellaneous doings.zzq When we
exclude women and others who were not Volunteer members, we are left with 110 names. Of
these, the ages of seventy suspects were ascertained. The ages range from the teenage years
to the sixties, specifically seventeen to sixty-four. Thirteen suspects were under twenty years
old. Forty-seven were in their twenties, six in their thirties, one in his forties, two in their
fifties, and one in his sixties. The average age was twenty-five years. (See chart 1, p. 53.)

With relation to the occupations of IRA men, Patrick Murray, who visited London in
1920, was under the impression that the majority of the capital’s Volunteers worked in the

s I - 230
British civil service.”™

Some primary evidence supports Murray’s impression. When Sean
McGrath was re-organising the London Volunteers in late 1919, he asked Michael Collins
about the necessity of new recruits swearing the oath of allegiance to the Dail, particularly
those who, as civil servants, had taken an oath of allegiance to the British government.”*!
Moreover, at least four members of the capital’s IRA are known to have worked in the civil
service. Dunne, the O/C London, trained as a teacher, Joseph O’Sullivan was a messenger at
the Ministry of Labour, Sean Golden worked in the Land Registry Office, and Dennis
Kelleher at the Board of Education.”** Michael O’Leary states that the majority of Liverpool

city Volunteers worked as dockers.”** James Byrne noted that the preponderance of IRA men

228 O’ Callaghan, Revolutionary Limerick, pp 183-90; Coleman, County Longford and the Irish revolution, pp
149-50; Fergus Campbell, Land and revolution: nationalist politics in the west of Ireland 1891—-1921 (Oxford,
2005), pp 259-62; Augusteijn, From public defiance to guerrilla warfare, pp 353-62; David Fitzpatrick, Politics
and Irish life 1913—-1921: provincial experience of war and revolution (Cork, 1998 edn), pp 169-70, 184-5

22 Freeman’s Journal, Irish Times, Manchester Guardian, The Observer, and The Times, 1920-23; it should be
noted that some of those arrested on suspicion of illegal Irish political activities had the charges against them
dropped before coming to trial, while others were acquitted of the charges at their trial.

20 BMHWS no. 1584, Patrick Murray, p. 20 (NAI)

31 Sean McGrath to Michael Collins, n.d., but c. Sept. 1919 (MALI, Collins Papers, A/0457, group VIII, item 1)
22 The Times, 24 June 1922; Sean Golden to Art O’Brien, 18 Feb; Denis Kelleher to Art O’Brien, 18 Feb. 1922
(NLI, O Briain Papers, Ms 8424/13)

>3 BMHWS no. 797, Micheal O Laoghaire, p. 28 (NAI)
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in the 2nd Scottish battalion during the war of independence worked as miners and steel

workers. Miners dominated the Falkirk company, part of the 3rd Scottish battalion.”**

Mining
also seems to have been the occupation of a majority of Volunteers in such Lancashire towns
as St. Helens, Earlstown, and Wigan.”*® According to Gilbert Barrington, the Tyneside IRA
was composed mainly of artisans, semi-skilled workers, and small tradesmen, along with a
few teachers and businessmen. ‘It seems that the relatively better educated, who understood
the issues involved, were more active,” he comments. Many of these men were recent
migrants, leading Barrington to suggest that “their resentment at having to emigrate had not
had time to die’. By remaining in contact with relatives in Ireland, they kept abreast of events

there.?*°

Ages of seventy suspected republicans, 1920-2337

M < 20 years old
® 20-29 years old
m 30-39 years old

® > 40 years old

Of the 110 people in the accident sample, occupations are noted in sixty-eight cases.
The most popular occupation was that of labourer, followed by clerk, motor mechanic and
joiner. Twenty-five of the sample worked in manual jobs as labourers and ship-workers.
Twenty-two worked in semi-skilled trades as clerks and machine labourers. Seven had skilled
occupations, working as teachers and electrical engineers. Eight worked in such trade

occupations as carpentry and plumbing. The remainder worked as grocers and farmers. (See

4 Ibid., no. 828, James Byrne, pp 2-3; ibid., no. 696, Henry O’Hagan, p. 4 (NAI)
3 Ibid., no. 1535, Hugh Early, p. 10 (NAI)

36 Barrington, The Irish independence movement on Tyneside, pp 8-10

27 For dataset and methodology, see appendix 2.
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chart 2, below.) Of the sixty-eight, two were former policemen, while five had served in the
British army during the Great War. Service in the British army seems to have featured in the
career history of a considerable number of Volunteers. Enough former British soldiers sought
membership of the London IRA in 1919 for Sean McGrath to ask Michael Collins about the
necessity of their swearing the oath of allegiance to the Dail.”** Gilbert Barrington states that
ex-British soldiers constituted a significant proportion of Tyneside IRA’s membership,
Barrington himself having served in the Royal Army Medical Corps during the Great War.”’

Members of the London, Nottingham and Sheffield IRA were also former soldiers.”*

Chart 2
Occupations of sixty-eight suspected republicans, 1920-234!

® Manual Workers

®m Tradesmen

m Semi-skilled Workers
E Skilled Workers

® Retail Workers

® Farm Workers

From scattered references in Volunteers’ memoirs, it would appear that the
overwhelming majority of IRA men in Britain were practising Roman Catholics.”*?
Moreover, such memoirs also seem to indicate that the majority were unmarried.

The above data was culled from an accidental sample, in that it is taken from people
who happened to be arrested by the police on suspicion of illegal Irish political activities.
Therefore, it does not give a representative picture of the IRA in Britain. However, given the

absence of comprehensive Volunteer membership details, the data can be used to give a

3% Sean McGrath to Michael Collins, n.d., but c. Sept. 1919 (MAI, Collins Papers, A/0457, group VIII, item 1)
239 Barrington, The Irish independence movement on Tyneside, pp 4-5, 7

0 The Times, 24 June 1922; O/C Britain to C/S, 15 Oct. 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/29[264-73])

! For dataset and methodology, see appendix 2.

2 See, for example, Pinkman, In the legion of the vanguard, pp 12, 77, 66-7
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tentative picture of the Volunteers’ social profile. The data suggests that, as Hart has argued,
the average member of the IRA in Britain was a Roman Catholic single male in his mid-
twenties, employed in a manual or semi-skilled job.?#

How do Volunteer members compare with the wider Irish community in Britain?
According to the census of 1911, the occupations which accounted for the largest number of
Irish male workers in Scotland were iron and metal manufacturing (33.67 per cent), mining
(16.16 per cent), general labouring (8.17 per cent), and the building trade (6.73 per cent).
Manual labour, therefore, dominated the occupations of the Irish in Scotland.”** As we have
seen, the sample indicated that Volunteers tended to be manual or semi-skilled workers. It
would seem, therefore, that IRA members were, on average, broadly representative of the

Irish community in Britain, though with a tendency to be slightly more educated than their

peers.

VII

How was a Volunteer company run? The General scheme of organisation outlined the formal
government of the company. The O/C and two lieutenants, the senior company officers, were
to be elected by the company members. The other officers, including NCOs, were then to be
appointed by the O/C.*** Such rules were not always followed. Upon visiting Manchester in
October 1921, O/C Britain Rory O’Connor discovered that the leadership of the Volunteers
was somewhat confused. O’Mara, O/C no. 1 company, was also in charge of no. 2 company
as well as the Rochdale Volunteers. Matt Lawless was also in charge of the same companies,
although he did not have any formal rank. O’Connor believed that neither man had the
qualities necessary for the O/C position.**

Upon the initial foundation of Volunteer companies, the organisers usually dispensed
with elections and appointed the officers themselves, especially when GHQ was involved. As
we saw earlier, Michael Collins approved the appointment of three officers to bring the
‘many wild young chaps’ of the London IRA under discipline.”*’ Joe Vize acted similarly in

Glasgow.248 Rory O’Connor appointed a brigade staff on Tyneside in November 1920.%%

3 Hart, The I.R.A. at war, pp 127-8

" Report on the twelfth decennial census of Scotland, iii [Cd. 7163] (1913), pp v-vi

3 Irish Volunteers, General Scheme of Organisation (MAI, Collins Papers, A/0032A, group 2, item 2)
¢ O/C Britain to C/S, 15 Oct. 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/29[264-73])

7 See p. 25 above

¥ Joe Vize to Michael Collins, 27 Sept. 1919 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/11)

Y BMHWS no. 773, Gilbert Francis Barrington, p. 2 (NAI)
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Thereafter, as the memberships came under discipline, GHQ allowed the replacement of
company leaderships to proceed through elections. On the other hand, the Birmingham
Volunteers, established without any reference to Dublin, elected their own officers from the
beginning.”" Although GHQ retained the right to withdraw the commissions of the elected
officers, the provision for elections effectively gave the rank and file the major role in
deciding the company leadership. However, Dublin did not always approve of the officers so
elected. The arrest of a large number of IRA men in Manchester in April 1921 led Michael
Collins to complain of a ‘general looseness’ in the city’s Volunteer organisation. The IRA

! In September and

leadership exuded an irritating laid-back ‘happy-go-lucky air’, he wrote.
October 1921, IRA units in England were inspected by Rory O’Connor. Contemplating the
renewal of terrorist attacks in Britain in the event of the peace negotiations collapsing, he
placed special emphasis on ascertaining the ‘Military outlook” of the various company
commanders. While he was generally impressed by the officers in London, Sheffield and
Newcastle, those in Birmingham, Nottingham, Manchester and Liverpool left a lot to be
desired.”

The Liverpool city company provides an example of the rank and file initiating an
election to change the O/C. Sometime around September 1919, Michael O’Leary was elected
company commander, replacing the America-bound Tom Craven. Soon, however, the men
became disgruntled with O’Leary’s leadership. His lectures were placing too much emphasis
on political matters at the expense of such straightforwardly military issues as street fighting.
Some feared that O’Leary’s leadership was causing the men to lose interest in the Volunteers.
Fearful that the company would continue to haemorrhage members as long as O’Leary
remained in charge, John Pinkman and others called for an election. Tom Kerr, 1st licutenant,
was elected O/C and a suitable martial tone was re-introduced into Volunteer matters.”*

Where possible, the election of the 1st lieutenant to the O/C position seems to have
been the usual procedure in the event of the commanding officer proving unsatisfactory or
being incapacitated. This was the case in Liverpool at any rate, which suffered the highest
leadership turnover of any IRA unit in Britain. Following Tom Kerr’s arrest in November

1920, in connection with the IRA arson attack on the Liverpool dock warehouses, Peter

Roland became O/C. The following month, however, Roland, his 2nd lieutenant, and five

2% 1bid., no. 922, James Cunningham, pp 1, 5, 15

! Michael Collins to Art O’Brien, 23 May, 6 June 1921 (NAI, DE 2/330)

252 O/C Britain to C/S, 15 Oct. 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/29[264-73])

253 Pinkman, In the legion of the vanguard, pp 19-20; it should be noted that O’ Leary himself claims that he
retired from the leadership because he realised that he possessed neither the time nor the energy that he
considered necessary to fulfil the role of O/C: BMHWS no. 797, Micheal O Laoghaire, pp 41-2 (NAI)
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other Volunteers, were arrested in a public house.”* Hugh Early, Roland’s successor, was
arrested in June 1921 in connection with an IRA attack on communications infrastructure.
Edward Brady, 1st lieutenant, was then appointed acting O/C until another candidate was
appointed, Michael Collins stating that an election was unnecessary.”>> A few days later,
however, Brady, his 2nd lieutenant and three other Volunteers were arrested in another wire-
cutting operation. Denis Fleming, 1st lieutenant, “about the best man left, and also the most
suitable for the position’, was then appointed O/C without an election.”>® Such a high
turnover of officers was unusual. When he visited Liverpool in October 1921, the O/C
Britain, Rory O’Connor, noted that all the officers had joined the Volunteers within the
previous six months. Meanwhile, about half the rank and file had left the organisation since
November 1920. O’Connor attributed such high turnover to men leaving the city in search of
employment. He considered this a serious problem, contending that ‘men who are asked to
operate in the city will do so with greater confidence if they are familiar with it".**’

The General scheme of organisation detailed the responsibilities of the various
company officers. The O/C possessed ultimate responsibility of every aspect of his company,
including ‘discipline, organisation, equipment, training and general efficiency’. He was to
command the company in ‘peace and war’, subject only to the commands of his legitimately
elected superiors. Both the 1st and 2nd lieutenants were responsible for the efficiency of their
respective half-companies. The adjutant was to act as an assistant to the O/C. He was to keep
a register detailing attendance at parades and drill practice. In addition, he was charged with
supervising general drill operations and the instruction of new recruits. The quartermaster’s
task was to ensure the security and maintenance of the company’s munitions and equipment,
as well as their distribution and collection as required. He was also responsible for company
funds, including the collection and recording of the weekly subscription from members. A
body called the company council was to be constituted of the captain, the two lieutenants,
section commanders, adjutant and quartermaster. The purpose of the council was to advise
the captain on any matters he submitted to it. However, it did not have any authority in the
matters of discipline, command, and efficiency. These remained the sole concern of the O/C.
Battalions and brigades had similar councils.”® Despite the General Scheme’s silence on the

issue, a position of I/O also existed. Sean McGrath filled it in London and Liam McMahon

% paddy Daly to Michael Collins, n.d., but c. 31 Dec. 1920 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/3)

3 Ibid., 6 June; Michael Collins to Paddy Daly, 9 June 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/5)

256 paddy Daly to Michael Collins, 13, 20 June 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/5)

57 O/C Britain to C/S, 15 Oct. 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/29[264-73])

% Irish Volunteers, General Scheme of Organisation (MAI, Collins Papers, A/0032A, group 2, item 2)
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likewise in Manchester. The presence of 1/Os has also been recorded in the 2nd battalion of

the Scottish brigade.”’

Neither McGrath not McMahon detail the specific duties of their
positions, but it presumably involved the gathering of information necessary for the
successful mounting of gunrunning and terrorist operations. When Liam Lynch sought to
recruit someone to the position in London in September 1922, he emphasised that a
‘thoroughly efficient’ man was needed for ‘Our successes in Britain will depend mainly on
perfect intelligence’.**

Once the companies, battalions and brigades had been established and their officers
appointed or elected, their association with GHQ in Dublin seems to have varied
significantly. During the war of independence, Michael Collins was in regular contact with
the London Volunteers through Art O’Brien. Gunrunners Neil Kerr and Paddy Daly kept him
abreast of developments with the Merseyside IRA. Manchester IRA’s Liam McMahon claims
that he had a ‘most intimate’ association with Collins.”®' In Liverpool at least, GHQ’s close
relationship with the local company ensured that its authorisation was necessary for the
mounting of terrorist attacks in the spring of 1921.%°? In other areas, contact with Dublin
depended on the extent to which IRA units were involved in gunrunning activities, with those
heavily involved enjoying close relations.

Unlike the IRA in Ireland, the Volunteers in Britain were never formally recognised
by Dail Eireann. In March 1921, over two years after the outbreak of the war of
independence, de Valera, president of the Dail, declared that the revolutionary government
was ‘responsible for the actions’ of the IRA. Although belated, de Valera’s comments
elevated the IRA in Ireland to ‘a national army of defence’.**® Such recognition did not
extend to the Volunteers in Britain, an army of offense. Like de Valera, An t-Ogldc, the
IRA’s in-house journal, feigned ignorance in regard to Volunteer activities across the Irish
Sea. Despite widespread press coverage of the Volunteers’ terrorist campaign in Britain in
1920-21, the official organ of the IRA failed to address the matter. Indeed, its only references

to the Volunteers in Britain were in relation to the jailbreaks of 1919 which witnessed the

escape of, among others, de Valera from Lincoln prison and Piaras Béaslai from Strangeways

? Sean McGrath interview (UCDA, O’Malley Notebooks, P17b/100); BMHWS no. 274, Liam McMahon, p. 2
(NAI); membership of ‘B’ and ‘E’ companies, 2nd battalion, Scottish brigade IRA (Mooney Papers,
EMP/3/C/13)

260 /S to O/C 1st Southern Division, 3 Sept. 1922 (UCDA, O’Malley Papers, P17a/17)

2 BMHWS no. 274, Liam McMahon, p. 2 (NAI)

262 paddy Daly to Michael Collins, 28 Feb. 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/4)

263 gn t-Ogldc, 15 Apr. 1921; original emphasis
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. 264
prison.

This lack of recognition seems to have rankled with some Volunteers. In October
1921, anticipating the breakdown of the truce, O/C Britain Rory O’Connor recommended that
the IRA in Britain be ‘placed on a proper footing’, either by a declaration of the resumption
of ‘hostilities in England, as well as in Ireland, or by an official statement in An t-Oglac’.
Then, Volunteers on trial for IRA activities could declare their position to be ‘soldiers acting

265

under orders’.”” The leader of the no. 4 London company contended that many British-born

Volunteers felt under-appreciated, especially in the face of boasting by their Irish-born
comrades. He too hoped that the issue would be addressed by GHQ or An t-Ogldc.**®

We can see then that the relationship between IRA units in Britain and GHQ in
Dublin varied. This was also the case in Ireland. It was only in February 1920, thirteen
months after the shooting dead of two policemen by members of the IRA at Soloheadbeg,
county Tipperary, that An t-Ogldc, GHQ’s organ, came out unambiguously in favour of
offensive warfare. In the interim, nineteen policemen and officials had been killed by the
Volunteers. Therefore, as Fitzpatrick observes, ‘The great mass of provincial Volunteers had
drifted imperturbably towards revolution, oblivious to the whistlings of their leaders,
governed by the logic of local experience.”*®’ Augusteijn, however, argues that GHQ played a
large part in spreading that violence throughout Ireland.**® Nevertheless, Dublin’s inability to
supply provincial units with adequate amounts of munitions had the effect of limiting its
influence over them.”®’

As we saw earlier, relations between the IRA in Britain and its leaders in Britain also
seem to have varied. In August 1920, the IRA in Britain became the responsibility of an O/C
Britain. The first person to occupy this post was Rory O’Connor.”” In early 1922, with
divisions appearing in the Volunteers due to the treaty, Joe Vize became O/C Britain for the

pro-treatyites.””"

O’Connor continued in his position as O/C Britain for the anti-treaty IRA
until his arrest by the Irish army in June 1922 after two days of fighting at the Four Courts in

the opening battle of the civil war. The following September, he was succeeded by Patrick

%% Ibid., 27 Mar., 15 Dec. 1919 ; see pp 201, 255 below

265 O/C Britain to C/S, 15 Oct. 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/29[264-73])

266 <R, Ua D, O/C No. 4 London’ to O/C Britain, 24 Oct. 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/27[49-50])

el Fitzpatrick, Politics and Irish life, p. 179; Return showing by monthly periods the number of murders of
members of the Royal Irish Constabulary and of the Dublin Metropolitan Police, and of soldiers, officials, and
civilians, and the number of political outrages of persons and property in Ireland from the Ist day of January,
1919, to the 30th April, 1920 [Cmd. 709] (1920), p. 2

% Augusteijn, From public defiance to guerrilla warfare, p. 183

299 Fitzpatrick, Politics and Irish life, pp 172-3; O’Callaghan, Revolutionary Limerick, p. 193

2 O/C Britain to C/S, 9 Sept. 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/24[63-65])
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272
(

Murray.”’” (Three months later, O’Connor and Liam Mellows, who was also captured at the

Four Courts, were among four IRA leaders executed by the Free State government in

*73) Before his arrest, O’Connor appointed

response to the assassination of a pro-treaty TD.
Joseph Robinson, released from prison after serving a sentence for gunrunning offences, to
the position of O/C Scotland.”" Following his arrest for involvement in the assassination of
Sir Henry Wilson in June 1922, Reginald Dunne’s position as O/C London was filled by
Denis Kelleher. He demobilised the IRA in the capital. Anti-treatyites, however, re-mobilised
it under the leadership of William Aherne.””

O’Connor and members of his staff paid occasional visits to Volunteer units. A ‘Mr
F.’, visited Liverpool in April 1921 in order to plan terrorist operations with the local
company.”’® ‘Flan’ and ‘M. R.", other members of the O/C Britain’s staff, spent some time in
London in June 1921. They seem to have been involved in some sort of re-organisation of the
Volunteers there, for Michael Collins feared that Flan lacked ‘the comprehensive outlook
[necessary] for directing and ordering an organisation over a large area’.”’’ Mick McEvoy,
another member of O’Connor’s staff, visited Tyneside in 1920-21 to confirm leadership
appointments and inspect the various companies.””® IRA units sometimes received visits from
Joe Furlong, D. P. Walsh and Liam Mellows, the latter being Vize’s successor as D/P.
However, these officers mainly concerned themselves with gunrunning rather than Volunteer

2 During the civil war, O/C Britain Patrick Murray visited Volunteer units in

affairs per se.
least two areas, Cardiff and Glasgow.”® In the autumn of 1921, with membership of the IRA
having increased fivefold over the previous year and the organisation enjoying a greater
geographical spread, O’Connor advised that a divisional structure be created to effectively
manage the force. He also advocated the establishment of a GHQ England in one of the

e Given, however, that he made these recommendations only two months before the

centres.
signing of the treaty, it is doubtful if they were acted upon speedily. By January 1923,

however, a GHQ had indeed been established, in London. Unlike O’Connor, therefore, who

272 patrick Murray interview (UCDA, O’Malley Notebooks, P17b/88)

B Irish Times, 9 Dec. 1922

2™ 0/C Scotland to O/C Britain, 27 Feb. 1923 (TNA, HO 144/3746)

23 C/S to Quartermaster, 1st Cork brigade, 7 Aug. 1922 (UCDA, Twomey Papers, P69/24[18]); O/C Britain to
C/S, 2 Nov. 1923 (UCDA, Twomey Papers P69/120[40-41])
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28 BMHWS no. 773, Gilbert Francis Barrington, p. 2 (NAI)
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280 C/S to President de Valera & Ministers, 30 Jan. 1923 (UCDA, de Valera Papers, P150/1749); C/S to O/C
Britain, 30 Jan. 1923 (TNA, HO 144/3746)
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travelled back and forth across the Irish Sea, Murray lived full-time in Britain. Formerly of
the Cork IRA, Murray had asked to be supplied with a detailed plan of work before he would
agree to assume the position. He was assisted by a staff consisting of a chemist, an engineer,
an adjutant, and an I/O. These positions were also filled by Cork men.”** When O’Connor
was appointed O/C Britain, his mandate was ‘to organise and carry out operations in Enemy
Territory'.283 His successor had five responsibilities. Four related to gunrunning. One,
however, concerned the IRA in Britain in general, for the O/C had responsibility for ‘All men
working for [the] organisation, [in the] purchases [section] or otherwise’.”** He remained in
close contact with GHQ in Ireland and carried out its orders, supplying it with maps detailing
IRA units in Britain, organising a clandestine communications system with republicans in
America, and undertaking organisational work.”®® The O/C Scotland also toured Volunteer
units on organisational work, as did members of his staff.”*

As we saw earlier, the behaviour of Reginald Dunne, O/C London, also caused some
problems. His heavy-handed attempt to deal with the problem of Volunteer unemployment in
1921, followed by his becoming involved in a split in the London Cumann na mBan, led to
Art O’Brien to question his suitability for leadership. Dunne ‘praised the work I did but did
not like me personally because on some occasions I refused to take his orders’, Cumann na
mBan member Sorcha McDermott remembered, instancing an occasion when she refused to
hand over the proceeds of a ceili to the O/C London.”®” O’Brien’s distrust of Dunne was
compounded a few months later when, without informing the D4il’s representative in
London, the latter prohibited his men from attending Gaelic League classes.”™ Exasperated,
O’Brien reproached Dunne for having failed to consult him before he issued the order.
‘Without really generous co-operation from you, it will almost be impossible to prevent
misunderstandings taking place amongst all the different organisations here,” he explained.”*’
The most serious breakdown in relations between an IRA unit, its commanding

officer, and GHQ, occurred in the Scottish brigade in late 1921. John Carney, brigade O/C,

282 C/S to President de Valera & Ministers, 30 Jan. 1923 (UCDA, de Valera Papers, P150/1749); Patrick Murray
interview (UCDA, O’Malley Notebooks, P17b/88); C/S to O/C 1st Southern Division, 10 Sept.; O/C Britain to
Divisional Adjutant, 22 Sept.; Divisional Adjutant to C/S, 4 Dec. 1922 (UCDA, O’Malley Papers, P17a/17,
P17a/51)
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convened a meeting for 13 November in Uddingston in order to review the outfit’s finances.
Officers of the 2nd battalion, however, failed to attend. They sent Carney a letter stating that
they refused to allow their quartermasters to attend any meeting until they were satisfied that
he had authority from GHQ to convene such meetings. Carney claimed that the officers of the
2nd battalion knew full well that he had the necessary authority from Dublin, noting that they
had obeyed his command to hand over their funds to him when he last did so, six months
before. Carney, therefore, had ‘no alternative but to bring a charge of mutiny against each and
all of the Officers of the 2nd Battalion’. *What makes these charges more serious’, Carney
noted, ‘is that our country is at war at the present time.” He travelled to Dublin to submit a
report on the incident to GHQ.*

Subsequently, Joe Vize travelled to Scotland and told Carney that he would assume
command of the brigade. Carney, however, found Vize’s attitude ‘most irregular’. Thinking,
moreover, that Vize intended treachery towards him, due to his reminding him ‘of the several
Officers of the S[cottish].B[rigade]. whom he [i.e. Vize] had let down’, Carney offered to
resign if it was felt that he had acted incorrectly. Vize refused the offer, but offered him an
honourable discharge if he wished to leave the organisation. Vize then decided to postpone
the proposed court-martial of the brigade quartermaster and the officers of the 2nd battalion
in order to give himself time to inquire into the matter. Noting in February 1922 that the
investigation had yet to be held, Carney complained that Vize had effectively encouraged
disobedience of orders, so creating an unenviable situation for whoever was to assume
command of the brigade, Carney himself having resigned. ‘My impression now’, he wrote,
‘is that he [Vize| never intended to hold any Enquiry, this being only a subterfuge in order to
shield his friends in the 2nd Battalion.”*"'

This tense situation was then compounded by the police capturing thirteen Volunteers,
including the commandant of the 1st battalion, while they were packing munitions into boxes
in Tullcross in December 1921. Carney blamed Vize for the fiasco, claiming that if he had
arrived sooner in Glasgow from Dublin, instead of travelling to Motherwell for underhand
purposes, the issue of backlogged munitions could have been dealt with sooner and the
arrests avoided. Vize, it seems, was seeking to lay the blame on the commandant of the 1st
battalion. ‘I never thought Commandant Vize could be so unscrupulous, and dishonourable,
in order to take the blame from his own shoulders for the loss of the material at Tullcross, and

to save his friends at Motherwell,” Carney commented. He also stated that Vize had started
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organising a new brigade in Scotland without informing him, thus throwing the old brigade
into confusion.”” Carney travelled to Dublin to discuss the situation with the C/S, Richard
Mulcahy. Unfortunately, the upshot of that meeting and subsequent developments in regard
to the whole situation are not known.

Patterson has argued that the republicanism in Scotland suffered ‘deep internal
divisions’ which ‘depleted the movement’s morale and organisational effectiveness’. *”* He
does not refer to the episode above, but undoubtedly he would see it as being symptomatic of
such divisions. Those he does refer to include the existence of unruly Volunteers in Glasgow,
IRB men apparently more interested in supplying the ICA with weapons than sending them to
GHQ, and controversy regarding the Scottish gunrunning accounts. The latter two issues will
be discussed later. However, while acknowledging the existence of such divisions, this author
believes that Patterson has exaggerated their singularity and the consequences which flowed
from them. As we have seen, the existence of a rebellious Volunteer company under Liam
Gribbon in Glasgow did not prevent Joe Vize from organising companies in other parts of
Glasgow and Scotland. Even the most active IRA units in Ireland suffered similar problems,
mainly as a result of bad organisation.””* Such problems did not diminish their morale and
neither did it that of the Scottish IRA to any great extent. Undoubtedly, the Volunteers in
Scotland, and by extension those in England and Wales too, were not as active as their most
energetic comrades in Ireland. This, however, was not due to internal divisions but rather to
the fact that, as we shall see, their role was limited to gunrunning, with the mounting of a
terrorist campaign being of only secondary importance.

It would seem, therefore, that the relationship between IRA units in Britain, their
leadership in Britain, and GHQ in Dublin, varied considerably during the war of
independence and civil war. Those intimately involved in gunrunning tended to have closer
relations with Dublin than those not as engaged in munitions procurement. In the Scottish
case, tension between the gunrunning and Volunteer sides of the movement led to mutiny.
Personality also seems to have played a role here.

Just as their relationship with Dublin varied, so did that between the different IRA
units themselves. Rory O’Connor stated that the eight companies which existed in England in
August 1920, spread across London, Liverpool and Manchester, were acting autonomously

and in isolation from one another. In October the following year, he judged that an
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improvement had come about in communications between the various units, now numbering
thirty-one companies and spread across a wider area.””> We noted already that the
Birmingham Volunteers affiliated themselves with the Liverpool IRA. James Cunningham
fails to explain what such an affiliation specifically involved.””® Presumably, however, it
entailed close contact between the two units. O’Connor later recommended that the
Nottingham IRA devote themselves to gunrunning under the direction of the Birmingham
Volunteers, thereby involving the Birmingham men in another affiliation.”®” Outside of such
affiliations, relations between IRA centres were fostered to some extent by the complicated
business of gunrunning. With Liverpool seen as the safest port from which to smuggle the
munitions to Ireland, the Merseyside men received regular visits from their London,
Birmingham, Manchester, and Glasgow comrades.””®

The IRB seems to have had a significant role in the command of the Liverpool
Volunteers. However, Fenian control was dependent on the compliance of the commanding
officer. By April 1921, the O/C, Hugh Early, although an IRB member, had ‘fallen away
somewhat’ from the control of the local Fenian executive, Paddy Daly told Michael Collins.
Such an alteration in the relationship between the IRB and the Volunteers on Merseyside had
been caused by the institution of direct communications between Early and the O/C Britain,
along with the innovation whereby the former was now planning operations solely in
consultation with O’Connor’s representative in Liverpool. Having “acquired this power’,
Early proceeded to collect a significant amount of money from various Irish organisations,
including the Cumann na mBan. His refusal to reveal the quantity so collected reinforced
suspicions which already existed against him in the minds of the IRB regarding the lenient
treatment he had received from the authorities in connection with IRA arson attacks. Taken
as a whole, ‘things look very “fishy’”’, Daly noted. He himself, however, did not believe that
anything nefarious was afoot. Still, he suggested that the O/C Britain’s representative take
complete control of the Volunteers. Under such an arrangement, he hoped that the rules and
constitution of the IRA would be fully observed, implying that this was not the case under

Early. Such procedures would ensure that

... the O/C and the other officers meet at periodical times to discuss volunteer matters, that an
adjutant be appointed, and that a quarter-master be appointed to look after the funds and any
fire-arms belonging to the Co[mpan]y.
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O’Connor’s representative taking charge of the Volunteers need not involve his remaining
permanently on Merseyside, Daly added. Rather, the company O/C would be answerable to
him, sending him regular reports on the situation. Alternatively, Daly proposed that a member
of the Liverpool IRB executive, appointed by his colleagues and ratified by GHQ, assume the
position of “sub director’ of the Liverpool IRA. This man would then act as an intermediary
between Dublin and the company O/C, and would be involved in the planning of operations
with other IRA officers.””” The sources do not record if Daly’s suggestions were
implemented. However, Michael Collins told Daly that IRB man Sean McGarry would ‘deal
with all local questions, and fix up things on a firm basis’. McGarry did spend some time in
Liverpool, but the nature of his reforms, if any, are not recorded.’”

Early later stated that he had found the IRB to be of little use and was only a nominal
member.””' This raises questions about the importance of the Fenian organisation. Augusteijn
states that the re-organisation of the Volunteers in Ireland in the period between the Easter
Rising and the general election of 1918 saw a decline in the importance of the IRB. For the
military-minded, the ‘Organisation’ was superfluous as the Volunteers were now openly
defying the British authorities. Eamon de Valera and Cathal Brugha, the future minister for
defence, subscribed to this, believing that secret societies were no longer necessary.’"
Nevertheless, in Cork city and county, it was militant IRB men who forced the pace from
1917 onwards by mounting unauthorised attacks on policemen.’”> Marie Coleman contends
that IRB membership in county Longford was small and that its influence among ordinary
Volunteers was minimal. However, Fenianism was ‘an important motivating factor for the
leaders of republicanism” in the county.’"*

In Britain, the position of the IRB was ambiguous. Ordinary Volunteers were
sometimes kept in ignorance of the organisation’s existence. Leaders like Joe Vize used the
Fenians as bedrock for the re-organisation of the Volunteers. Others, however, were sceptical
of the IRB’s value. Liverpool’s Paddy Daly found his Fenian colleagues little help with

gunrunning matters. Moreover, due to his youth, they balked at Daly succeeding Neil Kerr as
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centre for the north of England, and consistently tried to undermine his position. In the latter
part of the war of independence, the IRB’s ‘power as a secret organisation was very much on
the decline’, Daly later wrote.’”> Sean McGrath captured the ambiguity of the organisation
when he stated in later life that he was “suspicious of some of the men who were in the [.R.B.

It was an organisation joined without serious thought*.**®

VIII

For training purposes, Volunteer companies usually mobilised once or twice a week. The
main activity performed at such meetings was drill practice, sometimes using real weapons,
otherwise dummy rifles. On 24 June 1919, police in Renfrewshire, Scotland, observed a

group of Irishmen performing drill on the Old Clay Road, Scotstounhill. At about 8 p.m.,

a man of about 45 years of age and an Ex Army Non. Comm[issioned]. Officer, shouted out
“Fall In” and the Company did so, afterwards going through the following movements —
“Squad” “Attention.” “Number”, “Form Fours”, “Re-Form Two Deep”, “Form Fours, Left.”
“By the Right, Quick March.” and the Company, numbering about 80, aged from 19 to 30
years, then marched off in formation of fours along “Clay Road” Dumbartonshire [sic],
thence by Anniesland, (Knightswood) within the City of Glasgow boundary to the Canal.

The police noted that the men were well practised in the drill.>"’

Semaphore, a means of communication using flags, was sometimes taught at
meetings. Lectures were given on street and house fighting, the correct use of firearms and
bombs, along with general military tactics and first aid. In addition, Volunteers sometimes
received editions of An t-Ogldc, which contained articles on military tactics and proper
organisation, along with commentary on engagements between the IRA and Crown forces in

308

Ireland and exhortatory editorials from GHQ.”™ When Joe Vize was founding new half-

companies in Glasgow in mid-1919, he made provision for each unit to practice drill in its
local Sinn Féin hall once a week, while instruction with other units in the same company was
to take place at headquarters once every month. Such an arrangement, he argued, was
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required to meet both the high number of recruits and their desire to train locally.” " Initially,
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meetings of the Liverpool company took place in the INF hall on Bridge Road, Litherland.
Later, while O’Leary was leader, they moved venue to the basement of 93 Scotland Road.
Tom Kerr appointed John Pinkman one of the company mobilisers. Receiving notification of
a meeting, it was his job to call at his comrades’ lodgings and inform them. For security
reasons, Pinkman did not use the terms ‘IRA’ or ‘Volunteers’ on this work, but rather the
code term ‘Irish Literary Society”.*'’

“The Volunteer at the beginning of his training is a civilian,” An -Ogldc noted,

and [he] thinks just like the other civilians around him. His business is to make himself a
soldier, and the task is by no means easy, because he can give only a limited part of his time
to it, and during the rest of the time he is just the same as ever.
This being so, it was the duty of the officer to set the pace. In particular, he was to eschew a
civilian or relaxed attitude, especially in relation to matters of administration and
discipline.3 "' The General scheme of organisation recommended that twelve men in each
company be detailed for a number of *Special Services’, including first aid, engineering,

312

scouting and despatch-carrying.” ~ As with all the recommendations of the General scheme,

the extent to which such strict theory was translated into reality is debatable. However, sixty-
one people were said to have been detailed for special services in the Scottish Volunteers.”"
The General Scheme itself seemed to recognise the potential disparity between theory and
practice when it advised its readers that the paramount objective of Volunteer organisation
was ‘to secure the general efficiency of the company as a fighting unit rather than its
conformation to an ideal type’.*"*

We have few insights into the relations between rank and file Volunteers. Dennis
Brennan complained that some members of the London IRA were ‘show off boys. They were
always at a dance pretending to be in the know, which they weren’t.”*'* Staying in the capital,
tensions existed between and amongst Volunteers from Ireland and those who were born in
Britain. In the autumn of 1921, the O/C of no. 4 London company complained that ‘The men
from each county [in Ireland] hang together like Freemasons. Cork men think that their men

of their city & county have won the war; Kerry men imagine they are the salt of the earth — &

so on’. This rivalry was exacerbated by the men from Ireland scorning those born in London.
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Many of the latter were quite sensitive about their accents and mannerisms. He contended
that these men were shouldering a burden unknown to their Irish-born comrades. The British-
born men were risking their prosperity by involving themselves in IRA activity. With ‘very
little to interest them materially in our cause’ and sometimes encountering hostility from their
parents, such men fought ‘because of the blood that’s in them’. Contending that such tensions
probably existed in other parts of Britain as well, the O/C hoped that an address from GHQ,
in the style of a stirring An t-Ogléc article, would soothe them.*"®

As well as training, discipline and good conduct were urged on the Volunteer
soldier.’'” Evidence exists of only four IRA court-martials taking place in Britain in the
period 1919-23. Two took place on Merseyside in 1919 or 1920. The first saw two
Volunteers charged with making private gain from the sale of munitions acquired by the

318 1n the

Liverpool company. Convicted of the offence, they were dismissed from the IRA.
second, John Pinkman and a number of his comrades were put on trial for an unauthorised
raid on a gunsmith’s shop.’'’ Sometime in 1921 or 1922, William Robinson, an officer in the
London IRA, was expelled from the organisation along with his brother Charles, presumably
after a court martial, due to their having committed ‘certain military offences’.**’

The fourth court-martial, in the autumn of 1923, saw Seamus Reader, O/C Scottish
brigade and former Na Fianna instructor, and Tim Healy, brigade quartermaster, charged with
misappropriating funds between the previous 29 April and 30 June. At that time, near the end
of the civil war, Reader and Healy were the only active members of the brigade staff in
Scotland, the remaining members having been arrested and deported to Ireland the previous
March. The allegedly misappropriated money, amounting to £102 11s 6d, was received by
Healy from the brigade battalions, O/C Britain Patrick Murray, the Cumann na mBan, and
Countess Markievicz. At the court martial, Healy pleaded guilty to misappropriating £43 11s
6d. His account of the remaining £59 was vague. Reader denied any knowledge of the money
or its misappropriation but admitted that his failure to check Healy’s accounts was a
derogation of duty. In his evidence, the O/C 1st battalion Scottish brigade stated that the
battalion council, dissatisfied with Reader’s management of brigade funds, had recommended

that he, the O/C 1st battalion, sit on the brigade council. Refusing to discuss the matter,

Reader suspended the council and the entire 1st battalion. Reader stated that he suspended the
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battalion because of its indiscipline and insubordination. He had refused to answer questions
regarding the brigade finances because some of the money had been expended in sensitive
areas, particularly £7 “given for information’. The court ruled that both Reader and Healy
were guilty of deliberate misappropriation of funds and ‘sentenced them to be dismissed with
ignominy from the army’. The court explained that the leniency of the sentence was
motivated by the fact that the defendants being unemployed made the recovery of the money
impossible. Also, ‘the peculiarities of our position in Britain make any other capital
punishment impossible’. Holding, however, that it had not been proven that Reader had
misused the money, the C/S, Frank Aiken, ruled that only Healy should be dismissed with

: . 321
ignominy.

IX

Insubordination was one threat to the efficient operation of Volunteer units in Britain.
Another, and perhaps more formidable, danger was that of unemployment. London’s Art
O’Brien raised the issue with Michael Collins in July or August 1921. The situation was one
of ‘continual risk and menace’, and, with the number of cases of distress increasing, it was
getting ‘more serious as each day goes by’. O’Brien advanced Dunne, the O/C London, £150
to deal with the problem and was trying to source more money.’>> According to Dunne,
around fifty-six men were out of work, with thirty-eight being in need of immediate
assistance. He recommended that they each receive £2 per week.”> Collins stated that the
cases of unemployment could only be evaluated by deciding whether or not it was necessary
to have IRA men in certain areas planning operations to be carried out in the event of the
truce breaking down.*** O’Brien agreed. However, he urged an immediate response. ‘It is
coming up against us now on all sides,” he warned, instancing cases in London, Manchester,
Newcastle-upon-Tyne and other areas, ‘and [it] is going to create a great deal of mischief,
annoyance and unpleasantness, unless we deal with it now in a definite manner.”*?® Rory
O’Connor, the O/C Britain, confirmed the extent of the problem in London, Newcastle-upon-

Tyne and Sheffield. Noting that the resultant financial distress was forcing some of the men
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to sleep on the streets and allowed another to eat for only four days a week, he feared for the
continued existence of the capital’s Volunteer units.**®

The Quartermaster of the London IRA provided specific details on sixteen Volunteers
in need of assistance in the capital. All had joined before the truce. Other Volunteers who had
joined after 11 July 1921 were also experiencing distress, he noted, but as their commanders
had not yet ‘proved the worth of these men’ they had been omitted from the list. Of the
sixteen, six had lost their jobs due to suspected involvement in Irish nationalist activities. In
the North London company, for example, J. Walsh and J. Woodrofe, a cooper and a motor
mechanic respectively, had both lost their jobs due to being *Suspected of participation in
IRA activities’. Of the remaining ten people, six had become unemployed due to the
economic turndown. The other four were unable to find work. The men’s respective
commanders recommended that each receive financial assistance amounting to between £1
10s and £3 10s per week. The total sum for the sixteen Volunteers amounted to £37 per
week.**” Two months later, in February 1922, the situation was only worse. M. O’Higgins, a
squad leader in ‘A’ company who had worked in a post office, was ‘Thrown out of work
owing to arrest and internment’.”*® Volunteers in Middlesbrough were also suffering. ‘They
want some ready money to take them to Ireland and to keep them for a few weeks without
working,” Liam O’Faolain told O’Brien of his fellow Volunteers. *... It is impossible to
obtain any work here now i e

Collins and O’Brien thought of relieving such distress by raising funds from the
various Irish organisations. The distribution of the money would then be entrusted to the
INACDF, an organisation which was created in early 1921 by combining the various Irish
fund-raising organisations that had been established in Britain in support of the republican
movement. Hitherto, the INACDF had expended its money on defending suspects arrested in
Britain, maintaining the families of men tried and convicted in Britain as well as the
dependents of men from Ireland imprisoned in Britain.**" In January 1922, however, O’Brien
complained that the ‘wretched truce’ was frustrating the administration of relief.”*' In
response, Dunne proposed that a ‘combined civil & military board of inquiry” be established

to investigate the situation. Each Volunteer in distress could be interviewed by the board,

326 O/C Britain to C/S, 15 Oct. 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/29[264-73])

327 London battalion QM to Art O’Brien, n.d., but c. 3 Dec. 1921 (NLI, O Briain Papers, Ms 8424/13)

328 Art O’Brien to C/S, 16 Feb. 1922, enclosing list by Reginald Dunne (NLI, O Briain Papers, Ms 8424/13)
329 Ljam O’Faolain to Art O’Brien, 22 Feb. 1922 (NLI, O Briain Papers, Ms 8427)

330 Michael Collins to Art O’Brien, 8 Nov.; Art O’Brien to Michael Collins, 10 Nov. 1921 (NAI, DE 2/451)
31 Art O’Brien to Reginald Dunne, 17 Jan. 1922 (NLI, O Briain Papers, Ms 8424/16)

70



which would be composed of two INACDF officials, two IRA officers, and a chairman.**

Taking Dunne’s recommendation on board, a joint committee of the INACDF began hearing
cases and dispensing relief in the form of weekly grants of between ten shillings and £4. On
22 February, for example, a meeting of the joint committee approved a weekly grant of ten
shillings each to J. P. Ware and T. Martin, fifteen shillings to T. Cooper, £1 each to A. M.
Clark, Jack Blake, J. Thomas and P. Stevens, £1 10s each to J. White, J. Black and J. Cooke,
and £2 each to J. Andrews and P. Baker. Cooper, Ware, Martin and Black were also in receipt
of fifteen shillings per week unemployment assistance.” In March 1922, O’Brien estimated
that the organisation had received over one hundred applications for aid, along with
numerous applications for ‘special grants’.*** Such special grants often gave applicants the
funds necessary to move back to Ireland. A Volunteer named Creaghan, for example, injured
in the explosion of an IRA munitions factory in London in July 1921, was in receipt of a
weekly grant of £2 and had it exchanged for a lump sum of £5 to finance his return to
Ireland.*

However, the decisions of the joint committee soon became the subject of
controversy. Patrick Kerrigan, a member of A’ company London Volunteers, complained of
having received no assistance. He had been on trial for IRA activities. Acquitted of the
charges, he, nevertheless, had lost his job as a result of the press publicity. Living with his
parents and his five younger brothers, Kerrigan was in great distress as his father did not
work and he himself was unable to find employment. Meanwhile, the men who were on trial
with him, presumably having been released from prison under the general amnesty in January
or February 1922, were receiving £1 10s per week. Kerrigan felt he was entitled to the same
relief being received by his comrades, describing it as “a down wright [sic] shame leaving one
man out of a Bunch’.**® At a meeting of his local ISDL branch, he was offered £5 relief.
However, outraged to learn that some of his comrades were being given more, up to £15 10s,
he refused the offer. “The least I expected from the I.N.A. was to get my board and lodgings
paid,” he complained. Demanding that his case be revisited, he stated that if he was not
treated as he thought he should, he would reveal all the details to his fellow ISDL members.

He would then resign from the league and A’ company. ‘... [ am treated since I came out of

32 Reginald Dunne to Art O’Brien, 4 Feb. 1922 (NLI, O Briain Papers, Ms 8424/13)

333 Minutes of Joint Committee of Irish National Aid Committee, held at 182 Shaftesbury Avenue, 22 Feb. 1922
(NLI, O Briain Papers, Ms 8432/9)

33% Art O’Brien to James Lawless, 9 Mar. 1922 (NLI, O Briain Papers, Ms 8432/9)

% Sean McGrath to Art O’Brien, 17 May; Art O’Brien to Sean McGrath, 18 May 1922 (NLI, O Briain Papers,
Ms 8432/9); see pp 168-9 below

3 patrick Kerrigan to Art O’Brien, 5 Mar. 1922 (NLI, O Briain Papers, Ms 8432/21)

71



jail [i.e. acquitted of the charge] as if | was a Black & Tan,” he protested. ‘If I was a one [sic]
[ would be working to-day, not parading the streets.” While his comrades were receiving
kudos and financial rewards for their involvement in the IRA operation, Kerrigan, who had,
despite his acquittal, partaken in the operation, was receiving nothing.337

However, the most serious complaint regarding the INACDF came from William
Robinson. ‘I am merely an unemployed & invalid ex-convict living on the charity of my
parents, in receipt of no assistance whatever,” he complained to O’Brien in April 1922. Had
he not sacrificed his ‘health, my piece of mind, my pocket-money, my time, & my liberty’ for
Ireland, he would now be working in a professional job, he claimed.*** Robinson failed to
mention that he and his brother Charles had been expelled from the London IRA. Dunne, the
O/C London, also believed that recent events pointed to the brothers, whom he condemned as
‘pests’, having informed the British police of the identities of certain other IRA members.**
Robinson also failed to acknowledge that he and his family had already received £124 from
the INACDF over the previous five months. £30 was granted to Robinson’s father to fund his
passage to India, his mother received £30 to complete the purchase of a motor bicycle, £52
10s paid for two operations on Robinson’s nose, £6 10s covered dental charges, and £5 was
given to Robinson’s mother to enable her to visit him in Parkhurst prison.**’ Unsurprisingly
perhaps, the INACDF declined Robinson’s request for further financial assistance.>*’

O’Brien worried, however, that Robinson’s case was attracting ‘notoriety” due to the
allegations he was making against the INACDF. In particular, Robinson alleged that
assistance was being granted to dozens of men “who have not lost one penny piece for
Ireland” and who had little connection with any Irish organisation prior to the truce. In
addition, he stated that he knew of cases where men had deliberately left their jobs so as to
claim assistance from the fund. Moreover, he claimed that he had proof that ‘blackguards of
the convert type’ were also in receipt of funds.*** O’Brien wrote to Robinson demanding that
he substantiate these allegations, which were doing ‘much harm’.>* In particular, such
charges of corruption were frustrating INACDF collections amongst the Irish population in

London. Indeed, O’Brien feared that in the absence of ‘a considerable revival of support from

337 Ibid., 11 Mar. 1922 (NLI, O Briain Papers, Ms 8432/21)

33% William Robinson to Art O’Brien, 25 Apr. 1922 (NLI, O Briain Papers, Ms 8432/21)

339 Reginald Dunne to Art O’Brien, 24 Apr. 1922 (NLI, O Briain Papers, Ms 8432/21)

0 Sean McGrath to Art O’Brien, 29 Apr.; Art O’Brien to Sean McGrath, 29 Apr. 1922 (NLI, O Briain Papers,
Ms 8432/21)

! Sean McGrath to William Robinson, 26 Apr. 1922 (NLI, O Briain Papers, Ms 8432/21)

2 Art O’Brien to Sean McGrath, 29 Apr.; William Robinson to Art O’Brien, 25 Apr. 1922 (NLI, O Briain
Papers, Ms 8432/21)

33 Art O’Brien to William Robinson, 28 Apr. 1922 (NLI, O Briain Papers, Ms 8432/21)
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our people’, the organisation would soon have to cease operation. Connie Creaghan, for
example, declined O’Brien’s invitation to an entertainments evening. Due to the
‘misappropriation of these funds by headquarters in London’, she felt unable to contribute to
an event some of whose proceeds were going to the INACDF. She added that she would
attend the event if the proceeds were sent to Ireland instead.**!

Five weeks later, Robinson detailed his charges against the INACDF. His alleged
corruption, obtaining money by false pretences, and misappropriation of funds against five
men, including Reginald Dunne, the O/C London. He charged that in late 1921 and early
1922 two of the “soi-distant “men’s representatives™ on the joint civil and military board of
the INACDF had conspired to raise funds for ‘corrupt purposes’ under the auspices of the
fund. He then contended that the representatives had used their position of power to “bribe, or
to attempt to bribe certain men, in order that they should do what they, the said certain men,
believed to be wrong’. Thirdly, he alleged that one of the representatives had misappropriated
a sum of money voted by the board. Finally, he contended that the representatives had
managed the affairs of the joint board ‘in a most tyrannical, autocratic and impudent
manner’.”* He had already aired some of these allegations at a meeting of the Lewisham
branch of the ISDL. It was ‘pretty evident that Robinson is out to make mischief”, O’Brien
commented when a report of the meeting appeared in the Catholic Herald newspaper.3 4
Robinson also hinted at an allegation of embezzlement against O’Brien himself. It concerned
a complicated series of payments and re-payments involving O’Brien, Robinson’s mother and
the INACDF in relation to the purchase or sale of two motorbikes by the London IRA.**’
Robinson further brought to O’Brien’s attention the fact that members of the capital’s
Volunteers had yet to return two bicycles which they had borrowed from their owners in late
(o eald

In the end, however, despite his litany of complaints and allegations, Robinson proved
amicable. He met the INACDF committee on 17 June. At the meeting, the organisation

decided to help Robinson pay his remaining bills. He came away from the meeting satisfied

3% Connie Creaghan to Art O’Brien, 19 Apr.; Art O’Brien to D. H. Evans, 1 May; Art O’Brien to Sean Golden,
18 May 1922 (NLI, O Briain Papers, Ms 8432/21)

5 William Robinson to Joint Honorary Secretary of the INACDF, 4 June 1922 (NLI, O Briain Papers, Ms
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7 Art O’Brien to James Mooney, 13 May, enclosing statement of J. L. Mooney, 6 May; James Mooney to Art
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that he had ‘secured justice’. He now believed that the INACDF had “done their best for me,

having regard to their lack of funds’.**’

The following year, however, when O’Brien’s
complicated financial dealings and comfortable living circumstances were revealed during his
conspiracy trial, Robinson returned to the attack, noting that ‘A week’s salary of his [i.e.

O’Brien’s] would have been ample to meet any doctor’s bills*.**

X

Like its creation, the decline of the IRA in Britain was intimately connected with events in
Ireland. With its granting of dominion status to twenty-six of Ireland’s thirty-two counties,
many Volunteers accepted the treaty of December 1921 as a satisfactory or at least a
reasonable response by the British government to the demand for Irish self-determination.
This was the reasoning of Liverpool’s John Pinkman, for example. ‘Now that Ireland was
independent,” he remembered thinking at the time, “we [Liverpool Volunteers] wanted to live
and work there.” Although he was unhappy with the terms of the treaty, Pinkman went to
Dublin and joined the newly founded Irish army in the belief that to repudiate the agreement
would only besmirch the reputation of the nascent Free State.*”' Similar reasoning may have

”
352 As we saw

motivated the 250 members of the Scottish brigade who also joined the army.
earlier, between October 1921 and January 1923, membership of the IRA in England fell
from around 682 to 289. Much reduced everywhere, the organisation essentially disappeared
in such areas as Manchester, Birmingham, Sheffield, Cardiff, Bristol, Newport, and

Plymouth.>>

Acceptance of the treaty accounts for some, albeit an unquantifiable, part of this
decline. Something similar occurred in the wider Irish movement. Its members satisfied with
the treaty, the ISDL experienced a significant decline in its membership.’**

Those who remained tended to reject the treaty. London’s Art O’Brien was
unimpressed by the agreement. ‘Be not mislead into rejoicing and thanksgiving without cause

or reason,” he warned the readership of the /rish Exile two days after the treaty was signed.
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The claim of the people of Ireland is, and always has been, the recognition of the complete
independence of their country. That is a claim no nation can forgo, and until it is met in their
case the Irish race cannot rejoice.

The Irish delegation, he intimated, had been forced to sign the treaty under threat of renewed
war by the British. The agreement constituted a ‘milestone” on the road to achieving Ireland’s
freedom rather than the attainment of Irish freedom itself. Should the Dail vote to accept the
treaty, the Irish in Britain would ‘bow their heads in resignation and take the road once
again’. The English had ‘won another round’, he wrote bitterly.*>> In what would prove a
prescient remark, on 8 December O’Brien told Michael Collins that he could not foresee the
Dail accepting or rejecting the treaty by the margin necessary to secure general consent in
Ireland. Such indecision would have the effect of dividing the country and retarding the
‘national movement’ for ‘a hundred years’.**® O’Brien went on to capture the rump ISDL for
the anti-treatyites in July 1922.

The reasoning of Liverpool gunrunner Paddy Daly exemplified the IRA’s anti-treaty
position. In April 1922, in the absence of any sign of reconciliation between the pro- and anti-
treaty camps in Sinn Féin and the Volunteers, and balking at the thought that munitions he
had sent, and was still sending, to Ireland would be used in a civil war, Daly reluctantly broke
ranks with Michael Collins. Acknowledging that in signing the treaty the Cork man acted in
what he considered to be Ireland’s best interests, Daly nevertheless stood firm with the
Volunteers: ‘I am in sympathy with the majority of the IRA; I would wish them to continue
now and finish the fight; I want to help them to do so’. To lay down arms now, with full
independence yet to be achieved, only to begin the struggle again, years in the future, would
be illogical, he continued. The interests of the ‘big businessmen” and ‘politicians’, ensconced
in the new Ireland in the interim, would work to prevent such a ‘renewal of war’.**’ Collins
responded by saying that the munitions Daly was sending to Ireland were indeed being used
by Irishmen against their fellow countrymen, namely by opponents of the treaty against those
who supported it. Collins maintained that the treaty commanded the support of the majority
of the IRA, and constituted ‘the one opportunity we may ever get in our history for going
forward to our ideal of a free independent Ireland’.**®
The split in republican ranks in Britain was epitomised by an incident in Liverpool in

the summer of 1922. John Pinkman, the former Volunteer now enlisted in the Irish army, was

 Irish Exile, Dec. 1921 (New Series, no. 2)
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granted leave to visit his family in Liverpool. At Westland Row railway station, Pinkman met
fellow Merseyside Volunteers Paddy Low and Hugh Early, the latter former company O/C.
‘Are you going to Liverpool?’, Early asked. ‘Aren’t you afraid to be going over there?’
Pinkman replied that he was well able of taking care of himself, producing a Webley revolver
from his pocket. The train then departed to Dun Laoghaire, where Pinkman caught the boat to
Holyhead. One of his fellow passengers on the sea trip was Neil Kerr Snr and his wife. A few
nights later, in Liverpool, Pinkman met Tommy O’Malley, a former comrade in the city’s
IRA. Suddenly, three men emerged from the darkness and demanded that Pinkman surrender
his revolver. Pinkman denied that he was carrying a weapon. The assailants persisted. ‘I’ve
got orders to shoot you if you don’t hand over that gun,” O’Malley said. Still playing the
innocent abroad, Pinkman invited the men to search his house so as to persuade them that he
did not possess a gun. Upon entering the house, two of the assailants produced revolvers. One
of them denounced the treaty and the Free State. They searched the house but failed to find
the gun. One of the assailants reiterated that they had received information that Pinkman had
a revolver on his person when he left Dublin for Liverpool a few days earlier. Pinkman
conceded that this was so but, concocting a story, stated that Neil Kerr had demanded that he
hand over the weapon to him on the boat. The gang then insisted that Pinkman lead them to
Kerr’s house. While walking there, Pinkman tried to escape from his assailants but failed.
Upon entering Kerr’s house, Pinkman immediately asked that Kerr confirm that he had
handed over his revolver to him on the boat. Realising the situation, Kerr did so, contending
that there was no need for arms in Liverpool now that the war of independence had
concluded. He then stated that he had sent the gun back to Dublin. Angry and confused, the
assailants abused Pinkman and Kerr for supporting the treaty. ‘I’'m a traitor, am 1?°,
demanded Kerr. ‘Well, if I ever betrayed Ireland then I deserve to be shot. Shoot me now, if
[’m a traitor.” Just as one of the gang levelled his gun at Kerr, Kerr’s wife entered the room
and pretended to feint with shock. Kerr then lunged at the gunman, who promptly turned and
fled towards the door, followed by his comrades. In the hallway, Kerr and Pinkman fought
with the four. Eventually, the assailants unlocked the front door, scrambled out into the street
and made their getaway. Pinkman later admitted to Kerr that he still had the gun, hidden in
his house. Reflecting on the whole episode, Pinkman believed that Early had tipped off his

anti-treatyite Volunteer comrades about Pinkman being armed, the IRA, of course, being
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anxious to acquire as much munitions as possible as tensions mounted over the treaty. Jimmy
Lowe confirmed his suspicions.””’

A desire to prevent the split in republican ranks reaching London seems to have been
a factor in the decision of the O/C London Reginald Dunne and Volunteer Joseph O’Sullivan
to assassinate Sir Henry Wilson, a retired military officer and Conservative MP. According to
Michael Cremen, an IRA man sent to London to persuade the Volunteers there to join the
anti-treaty side, the capital’s Cumann na mBan were ‘violently republican’ and refused to co-
operate with Dunne’s Volunteers as they were suspicious of their attitude towards the treaty.
Dunne beseeched the women’s auxiliary to have patience, stating that there would soon be
some activity. In the event, however, rather than re-uniting the ranks of Irish nationalism, the
assassination, carried out on 22 June 1922, only exacerbated the standoff between the pro-
and anti-treaty factions in Ireland and helped precipitate the outbreak of the civil war later
that month.*®

One organisation which did not split into pro- anti-treaty sections was the IRB. The
organisation’s supreme council took an ambiguous position on the treaty. One the one hand,
it endorsed the agreement, yet, on the other, it allowed individual Fenians who happened to
be members of the Dail to vote with their consciences on the issue.’®' Due to Michael Collins
being president of the IRB, the anti-treatyites henceforth viewed the organisation as having
been instrumental in securing the ratification of the treaty by the Dail in January 1922 by
sixty-four votes to fifty-seven. As Mary MacSwiney, a stalwart republican, later argued, ‘It
was the IRB that had ruined us in getting the Treaty passed ...".%%? Disgusted, republicans left
the Fenian organisation to the pro-treatyites. By the outbreak of the civil war, the IRB was
effectively dead.*®

The IRA was ‘hard hit’ by the mass arrest of republicans which took place throughout

Britain at the request of the Free State authorities on 11 March 1923.%%

In all, 110 people
were arrested and deported to Ireland, including O/C Scotland Joseph Robinson and his staff,
Art O’Brien and London Volunteers Sean McGrath and Denis Brennan, O/C Newcastle-

upon-Tyne Anthony Mularkey, Manchester’s Liam McMahon, and Liverpool’s Denis and Pat
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Fleming. The deportations were subsequently found to have been illegal and the deportees
were returned to Britain in May.’® By then, however, C/S Liam Lynch had been killed in a
skirmish with Free State forces in county Tipperary. With Lynch died the willingness to
resort to drastic measures, including a plan to begin operations in Britain, as a means of
shoring up the republican position.’®® On 24 May, Frank Aiken, Lynch’s successor, ordered
the IRA to ‘dump arms’.*®” With the exhaustion of the republicans, the civil war in Ireland
concluded.

The defeat of the republicans in the civil war, of course, signalled the end of the IRA

in Britain as a fighting force. In a communication to local commanders, the O/C Britain,

Patrick Murray, tried to soothe the pain of defeat with a call to perseverance:

The objects for which the IRA was formed still await achievement. The lesson of the past is
that patient and thorough organisation is the sure means to success. Discouragement and
difficulties do not alter the determination of men like you who so far have persevered. The
Ideal for which you worked in conjunction with your comrades in Ireland is yet before you.
Its final realisation depends on the earnestness with which you face the new situation and the
assistance which you will be in a position to give when again necessary.**®

Five months later, it was reported that the Volunteers in Britain numbered 438, spread across
London, Portsmouth, Swansea, Birmingham, Liverpool, Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Glasgow.
The latter place accounted for over half the total membership. Portsmouth, Swansea and
Glasgow were well organised, London and Birmingham disorganised, the remainder

: 369
somewhere in between.

XI

The post-Rising republican movement in Ireland began to re-organise itself in earnest in
1917. It was 1919 before similar efforts commenced in Britain, with the re-founding of the
Irish Volunteers, the IRB, Cumann na mBan, and Na Fianna Eireann, the four organisations
of Irish physical force republicanism. Joe Vize led the way in Scotland, and was soon

followed by fellow IRB men in Liverpool and London. Later, new organisations were
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founded in Birmingham, Manchester, Sheftield, and Tyneside. The membership of the IRA,
at its peak in the autumn of 1921, lay somewhere between 2,200 and 2,700. Those of the
other three republican organisations are unknown, but were probably in the hundreds. The
Volunteer membership was made up of men born in Ireland and those born in Britain to Irish
immigrants. Their reasons for joining the IRA can usually be traced to such factors as having
imbibed a nationalist outlook from their family relations, the consumption of nationalist
media, membership of cultural nationalist organisations, and experience of sectarian
discrimination.

As in Ireland, the Volunteers in Britain suffered problems, including loose
organisation, bad leadership, and squabbles over financial aid to unemployed Volunteers.
Like their comrades across the Irish Sea, republicans in Britain disagreed as to the merits of
the treaty of December 1921. Some accepted it as a reasonable answer to Ireland’s demand
for freedom. Others rejected it as an unacceptable compromise. During the civil war, Britain
remained a base of operations for the anti-treaty IRA. However, its membership was much
less than that of its pre-treaty ancestor and it suffered serious organisational problems. The
mass arrest and deportation of 11 March 1923 hobbled republicanism in Britain for the
remainder of the civil war.

In November 1920, discussing the nascent Tyneside IRA, London’s Sean McGrath
agreed with Michael Collins’ statement that organising Volunteer companies in Britain was
his most important task. The Tyneside men were ‘only waiting [for] a visit from me to enable

370 What motivated Collins’ interest

them to get direct[ly] in touch with you,” McGrath wrote.
in the establishment of Volunteer organisation in Britain was the opportunity it afforded for
gunrunning, the clandestine acquisition and despatch to Ireland of munitions of war. It is to

that topic that we now turn.

370 Sean McGrath to Michael Collins, 13 Nov. 1920 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/8)
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3

Supplying an army:

Gunrunning in Britain

I

As a military endeavour, the Easter Rising of 1916 was a failure. As a political exercise,
however, the rebellion proved very effective, for it encouraged those who re-formed the Irish
Volunteers and the IRB in 1917 to continue the struggle to overthrow British rule in Ireland.
However, with only a limited amount of munitions available for purchase or theft in Ireland
itself, rebels were forced to source materiel abroad. Britain was the main source of
armaments procured overseas, and republican gunrunners there engaged in illegal and
dangerous activities in order to provide munitions to their comrades in Ireland. As one
Liverpool gunrunner expressed it: ‘I always have it before me that we have got to help supply
an army ..."." This chapter discusses such gunrunning. Section II follows two gunrunners on
missions to secure armaments. Section III discusses the people involved in gunrunning.
Section IV deal with the types and quantities of materiel acquired by the gunrunners. Section
V notes the arrangements made for the storage of such armaments, while section VI describes

the transport of weapons to Ireland and their distribution there. Section VII concludes.

11

On 10 May 1919, Joseph Vize, chief IRB gunrunner in Scotland, wrote to Michael Collins.
‘[W]e are now on a few good lines that I expect to work with good results very soon ...", he
declared. One line of inquiry concerned a big army stores, containing machine guns,

revolvers, rifles and grenades. The rifles were broken down into their constituent parts. All

' Paddy Daly to Michael Collins, 28 Sept. 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/7)
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the parts were included except the wooden sections, which could be manufactured in Ireland.
He concluded: *[I] intend to give it extra attention and try to strike something good.’2

Two-and-a-half weeks later, Vize was empathetic: *We’ve struck oil’.

There is now passing into our hands 500 Revolvers and 200,000 rounds of .303 [ammunition],
don’t think I’ve made a mistake in the figures, it[’]s right, I'm making speeding up
arrangements so that it will be in our hands as soon as possible ... I expect this to be extra
good and intend working for it for all its worth, I'm going down there on Wed[nesday]. night
to speed up things (It is outside the City) Send over what money you can by Nolan, to have on
hand. This first lot will cost nothing only what I spent as bait about £30 or £40 up to now, but
they will be expecting a present when all is got through before making another deal [.]

The first raid was scheduled for Wednesday night, 4 June. Further raids would be mounted
every subsequent night until all the materiel had been removed.’

The following week, Vize informed Collins that the first raid on the army stores had
been re-arranged for Tuesday night, 10 June. Between twenty-five and thirty thousand rounds
of'.303 ammunition were to be removed by motor car, along with revolvers by hand. Six
dumps were arranged to receive the projected haul. The motor car would distribute the
munitions between the dumps in the country, while a horse and cart would do likewise in the
city. Vize did not know the number of revolvers in the store as the storekeeper ‘is not a man
you could buy over, so we must take it as he dets [i.e. tells?] us’. Moreover, the storekeeper
had not yet indicated how or when he wanted to be rewarded for his co-operation. Still, Vize
and his men expected to get a large haul of munitions: ‘Everything is looking the best for us,
(unless something unforeseen happens) and I have great hopes of doing something extra big
for you (God grant it).” An excited Vize concluded with the admission that he feared that the
projected raid would be frustrated before they had secured enough munitions, ‘if we ever
could get enough’.*

However, on 22 June, Vize informed Collins that, ‘meeting our old luck’, the
operation had been cancelled. The day before the scheduled raid, Vize’s agent, the army
range keeper, was sentenced to thirty days’ imprisonment for pawning army boots, while his
wife was given three weeks to vacate the family’s lodgings at the base. Vize hoped that they
might be able to acquire some of the munitions within that period. Nevertheless, he was

keenly disappointed: ‘[T]he worst part of it is filling you and the boys with such hopes only

2 Joe Vize to Michael Collins, 10 May 1919 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/11)
3 Ibid., 28 May 1919 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/11); original emphasis
*Ibid., 6 June 1919 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/11); original emphasis
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to be dashed to the ground, it has not been for the want of working up the job I can assure
you, we could only do our best’.’

While Vize contemplated his bad luck, a fellow gunrunner, Liverpool’s Stephen
Lanigan, was making preparations for a deal of his own in London. On 31 May, he informed
Collins that he had received two ‘promises’ during the week. A former ICA member
undertook to procure some army service pattern rifles, while a London man, “a socialist of the
revolutionary type’, agreed to introduce him to a London contact in relation to securing
handguns. With respect to the rifles, Lanigan asked Collins” advice on the maximum price he
should pay.® Collins responded three days later, advising that £5 was the upper limit.’

Late the following month, after requesting that Collins send him a couple of hundred
pounds in connection with the proposed London deal, Lanigan related the details of the
projected transaction. He was pursuing the second avenue mooted on 31 May, except that
ammunition rather than handguns was involved. He had been given one hundred rounds of
.45 and 140 rounds of .303 ammunition as samples. On offer were thirty thousand rounds of
the latter, packed in cases, for 3d per round, or £375 in total. A deposit of £75 was required
up front, with the balance payable on completion of the deal. Rifles, grenades, pistols and
trench knives were also available, enthused Lanigan, but no .45 ammunition was offered. He
had already given a £3 deposit on some .44 American service automatic handguns. The dealer
would only do business with Lanigan’s contact, Dick James, a revolutionary socialist, and the
munitions would be delivered to an address in London. Lanigan mused that the London IRA
men would have to use as a dump somewhere accessible to a horse and cart or a car. The
munitions would then be transported to Liverpool and thence to Ireland.® Collins thought the
deal rather expensive. Encouraging Lanigan to secure a reduction in the prices, he
nevertheless authorised a deal at the prices quoted.’

On 21 July, Lanigan told Collins that the deal had fallen through. Perhaps making a
virtue of a necessity, he confessed to being relieved, for ‘the danger of being swooped upon’
by the police, along with the difficulties of transporting the munitions haul, had troubled him
greatly. Another deal was proposed, however, whereby the same dealer would supply 150
rounds of ammunition per day, along with occasional rifles at £5 each. Lanigan introduced

his contact to two members of the London IRA. The contact demanded a £20 deposit before

3 bid., 22 June 1919 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/11)
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commencing business. Lanigan contemplated paying this himself, but as this might have
caused confusion in the gunrunning accounts subsequently, he asked Collins to authorise the
payment from London funds. The failure of the London Volunteers to supply an address to
which the haul could be delivered was also a factor in Lanigan’s refusal to pay. He said he
had great confidence in his contact, Dick James, but noted that James was himself dealing
with another middleman, an Irishman named Farrell, whose real name was Kavanagh. He

suspected Kavanagh of “buying the stuff from some East End crooks, and possibly adding to

the price to make a bit for himself’. Nevertheless, Lanigan thought the new deal worthwhile,

if only for the chance of obtaining precious .45 ammunition, one hundred rounds of which he
had secured in London and sent on its way to Dublin."

On 23 July, Collins approved the terms of the new deal in London, the purchase of
150 rounds of ammunition per day. .45 ammunition was ‘very badly needed’, he noted. £5 for
a rifle was rather expensive, but it was not excessive.'' That same day, however, Lanigan told
Collins that he had received a tip-off that associates of Dick James had informed Scotland
Yard of the latter’s gunrunning activities.'” The deal was off, and he advised the leaders of
the London IRA ‘to lie low for some time’. Unable to contact James, Lanigan did succeed in
contacting Kavanagh. He told Collins that if the London Volunteers wanted to do business

with Kavanagh, he would be able to arrange an introduction."

I

Scarcity of weapons was a perennial problem for the IRA in Ireland. In 1917, in order to raise
funds to buy arms, Volunteers held concerts, dances and collections. However, the number of
firearms purchased with such funds was small."* The following year, during the conscription
crisis, many Volunteers began to acquire weapons by raiding private houses, despite Sinn
Féin’s prohibition of such actions. Raids continued in 1919. In September 1920, IRA GHQ
finally issued an order to raid houses for weapons.'® In 1918, 311 civilians had their houses

raided. In 1919, the figure was 196. In addition, the police suffered twelve raids and the
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military fifteen. Nineteen-twenty saw 2,802 raids for arms on civilians.'® Despite these and
other attempts to acquire weapons, the IRA was forced to exploit sources abroad in order to
augment its arsenal.

In this, the IRA was continuing a tradition of enlisting foreign aid to overthrow
British rule in Ireland, one which stretched back to the birth of Irish republicanism in the late
eighteenth century. The source of these armaments was often Britain itself. In the run-up to
the 1867 Fenian rebellion, munitions were procured in such English cities as London,
Birmingham, and Liverpool, and smuggled to Ireland.'” However, the failure to secure
materiel from Chester Castle, an armoury on the England-Wales border, played a significant
role in the ultimate failure of the rebellion in Ireland.'® Between the rebellion of 1867 and
that of 1916, Fenians in Britain procured small amounts of weapons and sent them to their
comrades in Ireland in the hope that they would someday be used to fight for Irish
independence. "’

Joe Vize and Steve Lanigan were two of a small number of men who continued the
tradition of gunrunning. Both were members of the IRB, the organisation which, by virtue of
the fact that the Volunteers were not re-established in Britain until 1919 and 1920, had, by the
beginning of the war of independence, consolidated its traditional role in the procuring and
smuggling of munitions to Ireland. At that time, a handful of people dominated the Fenian
movement in each of the four major centres of Irish activity in Britain. In London, Sean
McGrath, Sam Maguire, and Art O’Brien were the men of importance, assisted by, among
others, Fintan Murphy, Denis and Joseph Carr, Eamon O’Tierney, Martin Walsh, Anthony
Mularkey, Martin Geraghty, and Sean Golden.*” In the run-up to the Easter Rising, Sean
McGrath, bought munitions in Birmingham and smuggled them to Ireland in his own and his
friends’ luggage.”' In early 1919, however, he was arrested while making a transaction for

materiel in London and sentenced to six months’ imprisonment.**
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In Manchester, the comparable figures were Paddy O’Donoghue, Liam McMahon,
and Matt Lawless.”

Joe Vize directed operations in Glasgow. Joseph Robinson’s gunrunning activities on
Clydeside in the post-Rising period had led to his being sentenced to ten years imprisonment
in February 1918. In the event, he was released in early 1922. In the interim, Vize was
assisted by John Carney, Alex Carmichael, Andrew Fagan, Michael O’Carroll and James
Byrne, among others.**

Liverpool was the centre of Irish gunrunning in Britain. There, as well as Steve
Lanigan, ‘something of an agnostic’, activities centred on Neil Kerr and his three sons, Tom,
Jack and Neil Jnr. The patriarch ‘had a capacity to get things done and to inspire people to do
them effectively,” Paddy Daly noted.”

As the war of independence progressed, some changes occurred in the gunrunning
personnel. In July 1920, Joseph Furlong, a Wexford man who had joined the pre-war Irish
Volunteers in London, replaced Joe Vize in Scotland.”® During the truce, Furlong was in turn
succeeded by D. P. Walsh.”” The IRA’s arson attack on Liverpool dock warehouses in
November 1920 led to the internment and imprisonment of the Kerrs and Lanigan. The
leadership on Merseyside was then assumed by Offaly man Paddy Daly.*® Following his
arrest in February 1921, Sean McGrath’s shoes were filled by Dennis Kelleher.”’ Michael
Collins’ injunction that ‘the enemy must not be allowed to break up our organisation, no
matter whom he takes’ was therefore obeyed.*’

Until December 1920, the gunrunners received their orders from the IRB in Dublin,
the leadership of which during the war of independence was dominated by Michael Collins.
Visits to Britain by Collins himself and other IRB leaders such as Sean McGarry ensured that

the Dublin leadership remained in face-to-face contact with gunrunners in Britain. Periodic
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visits to Dublin by the gunrunners themselves fulfilled the same function.’' In the summer of
1920, GHQ was re-organised and a number of new departments were created. Among them
was a department of munitions purchases, headed by a director of purchases (D/P). Liam
Mellows was appointed D/P in November 1920.% Despite Mellows and his lieutenants
making extensive visits to gunrunning centres in Britain in 1921, Michael Collins continued
to send orders to Liverpool and London. Liverpool’s Paddy Daly states that he succeeded in
working with both IRA and IRB leaders in gunrunning matters.””

During the civil war, both anti-treaty IRA and Free State forces continued to use
Britain as a source of munitions, though the latter received armaments from the British
government through official channels. IRA gunrunners in Britain dispensed with the IRB, as
they attributed some of the blame for the outbreak of the civil war to the secret machinations
of the Fenians. The ranks of IRA gunrunning during the civil war included a number of war
of independence veterans such as McGrath, O’Brien, Mularkey, and the Carr brothers in
London, Paddy Daly in Liverpool, and David Fitzgerald in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, along with
new faces including Michael Cremens, as the IRA’s D/P, O/C Britain Patrick Murray, and
O/C London William Aherne. Joseph Robinson also returned as O/C Scotland. Gunrunning
was directed from GHQ by the C/S, Liam Lynch, and the quartermaster general (QMG).

Mellows’ appointment as D/P in 1920 both coincided with and stimulated the
increased involvement in gunrunning of the IRA in Britain. Previous to this, Volunteer
companies established in 1919 and 1920 in such English cities as London, Liverpool, and
Manchester, had been involved in gunrunning, but only under the auspices of the IRB.**
Now, IRA companies were becoming involved in their own right. This was signified by the
development of Tyneside and south Wales as centres of procurement. In the former,
gunrunning operations were run by the O/C Tyneside brigade, Richard Purcell, the
quartermaster, Gilbert Barrington, and the adjutant, J. P. Connolly.*® The procurement of
munitions there had begun on the initiative of the men themselves, without direction from
GHQ or other gunrunning centres. In late February or early March 1921, at about the same
time that the Tyneside brigade began mounting terrorist attacks, Barrington was summoned

to Dublin to meet Mellows. The D/P gave him instructions and money for the purchase of
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arms.”® When Connolly later moved to south Wales to source munitions there, he was
replaced as adjutant by David Fitzgerald.”’

In Scotland, the IRA had become involved in gunrunning somewhat earlier than in
England and Wales, due to the fact that the re-organisation of the Volunteers there occurred
earlier than south of the border. Patrick Mills, a native of Belmullet, county Mayo, was the
Ist lieutenant of the Motherwell Volunteers. He remembered that the company’s main
activity was ‘the collection of arms, ammunition and explosives to send to Ireland’.*®

Of course, the distinction between the IRA and the Fenians was not clear-cut. In fact,
Joe Vize often encouraged recruits to join both organisations. As well as being 1st lieutenant
of the town’s Volunteers, Patrick Mills was centre of the Motherwell IRB circle.* Dual
membership of the IRA and the Fenians occurred in England too. London’s Sean McGrath
was centre of a Fenian circle, the senior gunrunner in London, and 1/0 of the capital’s IRA.*’
Liverpool’s Tom Kerr and Paddy Daly commanded the city’s Volunteer company while also
engaging in munitions procurement.®' The same applied to O’Donoghue, McMahon, and
Lawless in Manchester.* Ordinary rank and file Volunteers were often Fenian members as
well. In September 1919, for example, Neil Kerr Snr assured Michael Collins that the trouble
dogging the Liverpool company IRA would not affect the rank and file members involved in
gunrunning, ‘as they all obay [sic] [IRB] orders’.*’ The increased involvement of the IRA in
gunrunning from 1919 onwards, therefore, did not lead to many changes from traditional IRB
practice.

How was gunrunning organised? Birmingham’s James Cunningham remembered the
enormity of the job he had undertaken when he agreed to become Michael Collins’ chief
gunrunner in the city in 1921. ‘I had a Herculean task ahead of me,’ he later wrote. He
decided to set up a clandestine gunrunning network separate from the city’s Volunteers. Even
Patrick O’Neill, the O/C, was kept in ignorance as to the gunrunning operations. Cunningham
recruited gunrunners from Birmingham’s Irish scene, which included the ISDL. ‘I considered

that the people with whom I was to work should, as far as possible, be inconspicuous in Irish
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affairs,” he commented. Two recruits were ‘real finds’: Dan O’Malley, a third generation
Irishman who had fought in the British army, and Tom Gilmore, a gunsmith with a small
factory. Gilmore’s factory became the warehouse and packing centre for gunrunning
activities in Birmingham, while O’Malley, Cunningham’s right-hand man, was in charge of
the despatch of the consignments to Liverpool.*

In so arranging gunrunning operations, Cunningham was probably following the
advice of Merseyside’s Paddy Daly, whom he visited in early 1921. Daly sought to guarantee
that the organisation of gunrunning activity in Liverpool in 1921 was confined to himself and
his assistant. ‘[W]e rarely had to call on other members of the IRB." he remembered, and ...
a considerable number of people in the Volunteers did not know that such an organisation
[i.e. gunrunning] was in existence at all.”** Daly, in turn, was following in the footsteps of the
Kerrs, who had placed paramount importance on secrecy. Indeed, ignorance regarding the
existence of Fenian gunrunning in Liverpool during Neil Kerr’s time had led John Pinkman, a
member of the Merseyside IRA, and some friends to raid a gunsmith’s shop in 1920.
Frustrated by the apparent inactivity of the Volunteers in Liverpool, they intended to send the
munitions to Ireland to help the ‘real soldiers’. The raid proved successful, with the gang
seizing twelve revolvers and hundreds of rounds of ammunition. However, O/C Tom Kerr
reproached the men. *We have special [gunrunning] channels from England to Ireland; we’ve
had them for years and they’ve never been discovered,’ he declared. Mounting such a raid ran
the risk of the police launching sweeps through Irish neighbourhoods, perhaps leading to the
discovery of arms dumps. Kerr concluded by warning the Volunteers that they were to steer
clear of gunrunning unless specifically ordered to do otherwise.*® Indeed, Daly may have
placed even more of a premium on secrecy than the Kerrs, for he even refused to take other
members of the Liverpool IRB into his confidence. He argued that the assistance of such men
was ‘unnecessary as far as activities in connection with arms were concerned ...".*’

Few of the men involved in gunrunning have explicitly explained why they engaged
in such activities. However, the reasoning of Newcastle-upon-Tyne’s Gilbert Barrington was
probably emblematic. Barrington later stated that it was frustration with the ineffectiveness of
the ISDL’s peaceful agitation in favour of Irish independence that motivated his involvement
in the founding of a number of Volunteer companies in the Tyneside area in 1920. The

acquisition of munitions and their shipment to Ireland were the companies’ main activities.
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Violence, therefore, was seen as the only course open to Irish patriots desiring their country’s
freedom, with republicans in Britain volunteering to supply the munitions of war.**

Gunrunning was ‘a very ticklesome job and any slip-up would reveal the whole
system of smuggling such items to the enemy.” wrote one Liverpool Volunteer.* Gunrunning
was, of course, illegal. The Explosives Act 1875 made the unauthorised transportation of
explosives a criminal offence.”’ The Explosive Substances Act 1883 made it illegal to make
or keep explosives with the intent to endanger life or property. Section five of the Act was
particularly relevant to gunrunning, for it criminalised anyone who ‘by the supply of or
solicitation for money, the providing of premises, the supply of materials, or in any manner
whatsoever, procures, counsels, aids, abets, or is accessory to, the commission of any crime
under this Act ...”. Such a person would be charged with felony, ‘and shall be liable to be
tried and punished for that crime, as if he had been guilty as a principal’.”' The Firearms Act
1920 made it illegal to possess a firearm without a certificate from the police. Also, the sale
and repair of guns and ammunition was restricted to authorised dealers. In addition, the
conveyance and export of firearms required police authorisation.” In Ireland, meanwhile,
war-time legislation, continued into peacetime, made the ownership and carrying of most
weapons subject to increasing restrictions, until in December 1920, when the unauthorised
ownership of a firearm was made a capital offence in martial law areas.’

As the activities of Joe Vize and Steve Lanigan indicate, gunrunning in Britain was a
cloak-and-dagger affair, involving the cultivating of contacts, the pursuit and evaluation of
leads, the testing of munitions offered for sale, the organisation of arms dumps, and the
transporting of weapons to Ireland. The gunrunners were sometimes aided in the task by
people from outside the ranks of the Volunteers and the IRB. People in the wider Irish
movement often played an important role in offering leads in regard to possible sources of

munitions. Michael O’Leary, one-time captain of Liverpool Volunteers, recalled that ISDL

members often provided the IRA with valuable intelligence concerning the location of
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weapons.”* The league was also sometimes used to provide cover for gunrunning operations.
In September 1920, Michael Collins noted that Sean McGrath, the ISDL’s general secretary,
was using the cover of organisational work to locate some new sources of munitions on the
north-east coast of Britain.”> When Newcastle-upon-Tyne’s Joseph Connolly moved to south
Wales in 1921 to procure munitions, he did so under the guise of an ISDL organiser for the
area.”® The ‘Removal and care of arms and ammunition” was one of the Cumann na mBan’s
eighteen prescribed activities, and members of the women’s auxiliary helped with the
procurement and storage of munitions.”” More generally, Paddy Daly remembered that
Irishmen throughout the north of England were always ‘on the lookout for weapons that
would be of use irrespective of whether they were in an [Irish] organisation or not™.*®
Sometimes, GHQ in Dublin passed on unsolicited offers of help it had received from people
in Britain. In May 1919, a Fr. Keogh in Bayswater contacted Dublin, claiming to be in a
position to supply materiel.’” The following November, Countess Markievicz told Michael
Collins that she had learned from an ex-soldier that at least seven hundred rifles were stored
in an unused aerodrome in Georgetown, about seven miles from the town of Paisley in
Scotland. Collins passed the information on the Joe Vize, ‘for what it is worth’.*’ The sources
do not record the upshot of these leads. A more successful lead was given to Birmingham’s
James Cunningham by a Tipperary man named Sweeney, who worked as a janitor at a
seminary in the city. When Sweeney supplied a wax impression of the key to the seminary’s
armoury, the Birmingham men made a key. They then stealthily raided the premises,
acquiring twenty rifles and around four thousand rounds of ammunition. Soon afterwards,
Sweeney returned to Ireland.®'

Some leads proved to be very time-consuming, complicated, worrying, and fruitless.
In 1919, for example, the London gunrunners investigated inter alia two leads involving
three soldiers. The first concerned soldiers named Burke and Quinn. Burke probably wrote to
GHQ out of the blue offering his services. Fintan Murphy travelled to Warlingham, in Surrey,

to make contact with him, but failed to locate him.* Eventually, contact was made and
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Collins, believing that Burke was in a position to supply munitions, advised Art O’Brien to
supply him with some ‘ready money’, along with an additional sum of £5 from a special
account. Collins advised that if Burke proved to have munitions on offer immediately,
O’Brien was to reach a deal with him. If, however, he needed to acquire munitions before he
passed them on, O’Brien was use his judgement as to sending Burke to Ireland to meet
members of the IRA, possibly including Collins himself.> When Burke travelled to Dublin,
Collins arranged for a friend of Burke’s named Quinn to expedite matters in connection with
the procuring of munitions. O’Brien was to arrange for an intermediary to meet Quinn to
arrange a place to dump the munitions. In addition, O’Brien was to supply Quinn with any
funds necessary should the latter succeed in securing materiel. Collins had already given him
£25.°* O’Brien made arrangements for an intermediary to handle small quantities of
munitions. However, he was sceptical of large quantities being secured. In fact, he anticipated
a complete failure.”” Collins shared O’Brien’s scepticism, but thought it ‘such a pity to let
any chance slip”.*°

Six months elapse before the next reference to Burke and Quinn in the surviving
sources. By then, the London men were investigating a tantalising tip-off from P. J. Forde, an
Irishman in the Connaught Rangers, who claimed to be in a position to help the IRA get hold
of .303 ammunition from the Park Royal army base in London.®’ Collins was sceptical of
Forde’s proposal, as he was of all such unsolicited offers. However, ‘one always feels
disinclined to turn them down without some inquiry’. He therefore encouraged O’Brien to
send someone to make contact with him.*® O’Brien sent a man to meet Forde. He was not
impressed by the soldier. His erratic temperament reminded him of Quinless, probably the
same man as Quinn. All three soldiers, Forde, Quinn, and Burke, were veterans of Roger
Casement’s Irish brigade, an ill-fated attempt to recruit Irish members of the British army
languishing in German prisoner of war camps for action in a rebellion in Ireland. Forde spoke
mainly about money, demanding £60 to cover expenses, and he failed to specify how the
ammunition was to be secreted out of the barracks. Nevertheless, O’Brien told his go-
between to ask Forde to meet him again, at Charing Cross, and encourage him to bring with

him any munitions he could lay his hands on.®” Hearing of Forde’s association with Quinless
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and Burke, Collins advised O’Brien against wasting time, energy or funds pursuing the
matter, implying that the duo had failed to supply any munitions. Still, if Forde arrived at
Charing Cross with munitions of sale, he advised that they should be bought.70 The following
day, Collins warned O’Brien that he had received information that the British authorities
knew of Burke’s gunrunning activities and of his association with O’Brien.”" O’Brien noted
that Burke had called at his address, but he had not received any munitions from him.”” ‘He
[Burke] is an informer’, Collins warned the next day, “and it is possible that he may be sent
on a mission to implicate yourself. With Burke being a friend of Quinless, Collins suspected
the latter of involvement in the plot as well.”” However, a week after warning O’Brien that
his office was under police observation and that any munitions hidden there should be moved
to a different address, Collins received information from Burke’s former employer, the New
Ireland Assurance Company, which convinced him of his bona fides.”* The sources do not
record the outcome of this episode, suggesting that Burke, Quinn, and Forde all failed to fulfil
their promises.

Another affair fraught with danger concerned the gunrunner John Byrnes. Art O’Brien
seems to have first met Byrnes, a passionate Communist who supported Irish self-
determination, in early 1919. Subsequently, Byrnes offered his services, claiming that he was
in a position to procure arms for the IRA. On one occasion, he handed a dozen .45 revolvers
to Sean McGrath.”® By the middle of June, O’Brien was offering to pay the expenses
involved in Byrnes spending a week or a fortnight procuring materiel. Byrnes declined the
offer, but evidently continued to supply small amounts of munitions to O’Brien, McGrath and
Sam Maguire for Collins agreed to his request for an interview in November.”® Collins had
already met Byrnes, describing him as likeable and straight-forward.”” In early December,
Byrnes, by now using the alias Jameson, travelled to Dublin and met Collins.”® Over the
following few weeks, Jameson travelled back and forth between London and Dublin, making
arrangements for gunrunning. However, Tom Cullen, a member of Collins” intelligence staff,
expressed a strong dislike of Jameson. His colleague Frank Thornton, a member of the pre-

war Liverpool Volunteers, agreed to set a trap in order to ascertain his bona fides. Suspecting
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him of being a spy, Thornton arranged for Jameson to deliver a batch of munitions to an
address on Dublin’s Bachelors® Walk. Meanwhile, Jim McNamara, a contact in the Royal
Irish Constabulary (RIC) detective division, was asked to alert them if he heard of any police
activity in the area. Jameson appeared at the address carrying a portmanteau of munitions,
which he claimed he had secured from Communist sources in Britain and smuggled into the
country. Soon afterwards, McNamara contacted Thornton to say that the police were planning
a raid on premises in Bachelors® Walk. By the time the police raided the property, the IRA
men had escaped. The raid pointed to Jameson being a spy.”’ Suspicions were heightened by
similar police raids on IRA safe-houses which Jameson had visited. Volunteers also found
incriminating evidence in his hotel room.*” Using a friend of his, Sean McGrath learned that
the address which Jameson had supplied him was not that of a business but merely an
accommodation address.®’ Taken as a whole, these incidents ‘proved conclusively that this
man was a spy and it was decided that he should be eliminated,” remembered Dublin IRA
man Paddy Daly. In March 1920, lured to Glasnevin under the pretext of meeting Collins,
Jameson was executed.”

Jameson was just one of many people executed as spies by the IRA in Ireland. In his
case, it transpired that he was indeed a spy. Working for A2, a branch of military intelligence
established in 1919 with the aim of countering Communist attempts to penetrate the armed
forces, Jameson donned the guise of a radical socialist and made contact with various
revolutionary outfits, including those of the Irish republican movement.*

Gunrunners sometimes employed purchasing agents in order to maximise the quantity
of munitions acquired. In May 1919, Michael Collins recommended that Joe Vize take on J.
Corbett as an agent, as he claimed to be in a position to acquire gelignite and detonators in
Scotland.* Vize demurred, as in his previous dealing with Corbett he found him impetuous,
greedy and over-inquisitive.” With detonators in short supply, however, Collins insisted on
Corbett’s employment. In fact, he agreed a deal with the gunrunner himself, whereby Corbett
would supply detonators at a price of £1 for 100. ‘That price is not too high,” noted Collins,

‘and if he is willing to do business on that basis do it’. If Corbett was not so willing, Vize was
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to ascertain his new terms.*® Vize responded by saying that Corbett still owed him £2 on a
previous deal. If this debt was paid, he would be prepared to meet him and agree some
arrangement for the procurement of detonators.®” However, a few months later, Vize wrote
that Corbett’s association with the ICA in Dublin made him wary of employing him.
Principally, he was concerned about security, finding Murray, another ICA man and associate
of Corbett, worryingly indiscreet. Murray’s recent arrest did not surprise him. Vize hoped to
secure Corbett’s services exclusively for the IRA and, with this in mind, arranged a meeting.
Stung in his dealings with the ICA, Corbett, a contractor with his own business, agreed to
work for Vize. He immediately suggested that an Irishman, preferably from county Clare, be
sent over to work for him as a miner. He would act as a conduit for the supply of gelignite
and detonators between Corbett and Vize. This arrangement would enable Corbett to avoid
storing munitions in his own house. Vize gave him £10 to get started.*® Corbett held up his
side of the deal with Collins, making at least one trip to Dublin with detonators costing £1 per
hundred.*” The following year, Bernard McCabe, a provisions merchant in Glasgow, also
began to help with gunrunning, allowing his shops on Duke St., Dennistown, and Lindon Rd.,
Bridgeton, to be used as munitions dumps.” McGovern, an agent sent to Glasgow by
Michael Collins, proved unreliable. In late 1920, Sean O’Sheehan, the Sinn Féin organiser in
Scotland, told Collins that McGovern was very indiscreet in regard to his activities. On one
occasion, he informed a public meeting that he was a member of the IRA. “He and his people
are in a humble position in life and a few months back he was very shabby,” Sheehan noted.
‘He seems to have left his job. Yet he has blossomed out into spending money lavishly.” In
particular, he had acquired a taste for clothes and alcohol. Moreover, his recent wedding had
cost at least £100.”" Vize said that he was disheartened to hear of the rumours regarding
McGovern: ‘he was one I would have trusted a long way, and I'm very much disappointed in
him*.”

Seamus Barrett worked as an agent for Paddy O’Donoghue in Manchester, buying
weapons from soldiers among other sources. On one occasion, Barrett claimed to have

accumulated around £200 worth of munitions. O’Donoghue, however, was insistent on
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getting his money’s worth and resolved to purchase only munitions of good quality from
him.” In the event, he discovered that the gunrunner had only £50 worth of armaments. He
also noted that Barrett was selling his munitions to anyone willing to pay for them.”*

Earlier that year, Barrett had employed two agents of his own: Seamus Burke, a
Waterford man, and Michael Weldon, a Limerick man who fled to Britain after ‘some jobs’.
Initially, they seemed promising.”” In the event, however, O’Donoghue dispensed with
Weldon’s services when he learned that the Limerick man was calling on Irish priests in the
Liverpool area asking for financial assistance as a Volunteer.”® The following month, Burke
could not be found.”’

Corbett, McCabe, McGovern, Barrett, Burke, and Weldon all had previous
connections with the republican movement, to a greater or lesser degree. Other agents, such
as the former sergeant-major in the British army employed by Vize in September 1919, had
no previous association with the movement at all.”

In January 1923, six months into the civil war, Lynch, the C/S, believed that a lot of
gunrunning money had been wasted on paying agents who had proven to be of “no use’ in
procuring munitions. He therefore recommended that the IRA in Britain dispense with their
services and rely exclusively on Volunteers instead.”

While the number of people involved in gunrunning expanded as the war of
independence continued, so did the number of places tapped as sources for munitions.
Michael Collins and GHQ regularly encouraged the development of sources in towns and
cities outside the four original gunrunning centres of London, Liverpool, Manchester, and
Glasgow. In November 1920, Manchester’s Paddy O’Donoghue began sourcing munitions in
Newcastle-upon-Tyne.'”’ The following month, he noted that Liam Mellows and Rory
O’Connor, D/P and O/C Britain respectively, were travelling to Tyneside to investigate new

channels of supply. He had promised them that he would try to uncover new sources in the
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4 ! 101
districts surrounding Manchester. "

O’Donoghue also had ‘clients’ in Bolton supplying him
with materiel.'”?

Meanwhile, noting that ‘there was never a time when it was more important to get the
goods’, Collins asked Neil Kerr Snr if there was any possibility of finding new sources of
armaments in Runcorn, a port town in Cheshire. Indeed, he suggested that any port where a
motor boat could call would be worth investigating.'” ‘I wonder if we have any friends there
[i.e. in Runcorn] at all,” mused Collins a fortnight later. ‘It is like a place that Irishmen would

5104

be working.” ™" Kerr visited the town with Rory O’Connor on 18 November. He was

unimpressed. The fact that the Liverpool men had no contacts there seems to have frustrated
Collins’ idea of sourcing or despatching munitions from the town.'"®

Birmingham’s James Cunningham proved successful in making gunrunning contacts
in Coventry, Stoke, Purslew, Nottingham and Wolverhampton.'%

Sources outside Britain were also tapped. In February 1920, Vize told Collins that he
had two seafarers sourcing munitions for him in New York. One was Larry Ryan, a veteran
of Frongoch internment camp. They were travelling on separate ships, and Vize had given
them £16 between them to ascertain the existence of any possible sources. With Ryan’s ship
scheduled to make only two trips between Glasgow and New York before plying between
Liverpool and the ‘Big Apple’, Vize recommended that Ryan be introduced to the
Merseyside men.'"” Collins, however, advised against Vize's sourcing of munitions in New
York: ‘... what we want’, he wrote, ‘is people who will bring the goods rather than people
who will get fresh supplies’. He, therefore, asked for details regarding the men Vize had sent,
including the names of the boats they were travelling on.'"®
Both the Glasgow and Liverpool men made arrangements to receive munitions from

the German city of Hamburg. Joseph Booker, a Scottish gunrunner, remembered that a

German ship arrived in Leith about every ten days:

The captain would bring from twelve to fifteen parabellums or “Peter the Painters™ and
ammunition, each trip. He would contact a barber whose name I cannot remember. He would
in turn contact a Mr. Gordan, who, although not a Volunteer, was very friendly and used to
buy guns for us whenever he got a chance. Mr. Gordan would send us a telegram when the
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ship had arrived. We were never allowed to have any direct contact with the captain or go
near the ship. The arms were delivered by members of the crew to the barber’s shop and
collected by Mr. Gordan. At Gordan’s house we oiled and greased the guns and packed them
into suitcases ready for despatch to Liverpool.'”

In mid-May 1920, Vize took delivery of one such batch from Hamburg, consisting of
seventeen revolvers and a quantity of ammunition, worth £64 in total. For the return journey,
he gave the seafarers £135, asking that they look out for bomb throwers and rifle grenades.
‘[ TThey promised to do everything possible to obtain all we want,” he told Michael Collins.""”
The following month, however, suspecting his agents of overcharging him, Vize resolved to
arrange for another ship to travel to Hamburg unbeknownst to the first. He could then
compare the prices they charged him.""" During the civil war, munitions continued to be
landed in Glasgow from Hamburg, although, on at least one occasion, the O/C Britain,
Patrick Murray, refused to authorise their purchase.''”

Liverpool’s Steve Lanigan referred to the Hamburg source as the ‘red villian [i.e.
villain]’, perhaps indicating that he was a Communist. In any event, the first consignment of
munitions reached Liverpool on 8 April 1920, and Lanigan later told Collins that deliveries
could be made every fortnight.'"”

Early the following year, Liverpool’s Paddy Daly told Michael Collins that he was
making arrangements for placing an agent onboard a ship travelling to Antwerp.II4 When T.
Hoare, an Irishman who worked in the sailors” federation, told Daly that he hoped to get a
friend of his a job on a ship, Daly contended that the friend might be useful in importing
munitions from the Belgian city. He asked Collins’ help in securing permission for Hoare’s
friend, a D. O’Meade, to leave Ireland.'"> Collins, however, had great difficulty in locating
him. The surviving correspondence does not record Daly’s success in placing O’Meade
aboard the Antwerp ship. However, the Liverpool men did receive munitions from the

Belgian city the following month. On 7 March, Daly told Collins that a seafarer was

travelling from Merseyside to Dublin with a batch of munitions, including two Owen 97 guns
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from Antwerp.''® Further munitions received from Belgium and despatched to Ireland in
March 1921 included 156.6 kg of explosives, six Winchester rifles, and four Owen guns.'"’
Edward Brady, a member of the Liverpool Volunteers, remembered that he had inspected a
consignment of munitions from Antwerp — .45 revolvers and five thousand rounds of
ammunition — just a few hours before he was arrested on charges of involvement in IRA
terrorist attacks.'"®

Collins believed that “good business” was possible if the Liverpool men succeeded in
placing an agent onboard a ship stopping at Genoa, in Italy. To facilitate such gunrunning, he
provided a letter of introduction to Donal Hales, the Dail’s representative in the city.'"” Paddy
Daly later stated that munitions were received in Merseyside from Italy. However, the
infrequency of ships plying between Liverpool and Genoa prevented the city from becoming
a regular source of armaments.'*’

From time to time, Liverpool and London also received munitions from New York,
Berlin and Buenos Aires. These sources, however, were arranged by Collins and others in

Dublin rather than by the gunrunners in Britain themselves.'”’

IV

The types and quantities of munitions acquired by gunrunners in Britain during the war of
independence and civil war varied through time due to a number of factors. These included
the orders they received from Dublin, the financial resources at their disposal, and the nature
of the armam ent sources available. Michael Collins frequently made specific requests of his
gunrunners in response to the demands of IRA units in the field. Many related to ammunition,
the shortage of which was a constant problem for the IRA. Lack of .303 rifle ammunition was
‘a haunting nightmare’ for commanders of the flying columns, Tom Barry later wrote.'*?
Florence O’Donoghue, I/O of the 1st Cork brigade, claimed that the lack of ammunition was
often the paramount factor in dictating the nature of engagements with Crown forces. ‘In the

best days, there was no possibility of sustaining a fight involving more than the expenditure
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of twenty to thirty rounds per man,” he maintained. ‘Actions therefore had to be short and
sharp, and had to be broken off if not successful at an early stage.”'** Tom Barry concurred,
remembering that the West Cork flying column’s limited supply of ammunition forced the
Volunteers into ‘a swift and intensive fight at close quarters’ when they were surrounded by
enemy forces at Crossbarry in March 1921.'** When Richard Mulcahy, the C/S, learned that a
lack of money had led a Glasgow gunrunner to decline an offer of nine thousand rounds of
.303 ammunition, he reproached Liam Mellows: ‘there are people in this country [i.e. Ireland]
who would lynch us if they thought that we were in any way responsible for missing stuff
like this’.'*> The widespread shortage of ammunition led 4n t-Ogldc to advise that controlling

its expenditure during fire fights was of great importance.'**

The high expenditure of
ammunition by Limerick Volunteers during an attack on the RIC barracks in Kilmallock on
28 May 1920 led to a reprimand from GHQ.'?” Consequently, the supply of ammunition was
a subject that continually exercised IRA leaders. ‘Is there any chance of getting ammunition
for these forty fives [i.e. .45 revolvers] [?]°, Michael Collins asked Seamus Barrett, the
Manchester gunrunner, in early 1919. “Of all things we want it more badly than anything

else 5128

In January 1923, the QMG passed on to Patrick Murray a request from the Cork IRA
that they be supplied with, among other munitions, .303, .45 revolver and .45 automatic
ammunition.'*’

Of course, the provision of weapons themselves, in addition to the ammunition, was
also a concern of the IRA leadership. ‘Don[’]t fail to [be] keeping all your eyes open for
arms,” Michael Collins told Steve Lanigan in 1919, ‘... we|[’]Jre awfully short of .45
[revolvers]’."*" During the civil war, Liam Lynch, recommended that Murray, the O/C
Britain, purchase some Stokes guns, a type of trench mortar. ‘You realise that one of these,
with sufficient shells, would finish the war here very quickly ...", he wrote.'*!

The O/C of a flying column reviewed a number of revolver and semi-automatic
handguns in An t-Ogldc in March 1921. Revolvers were so called due to the chamber
containing the bullets rotating somewhat each time the trigger was pulled, thereby positioning

another bullet for firing. In the semi-automatics, the energy from the recoil of a shot caused
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the spent cartridge to be ejected and a live bullet to be positioned for firing. Such handguns
varied in the size of the bullet they fired, known as the calibre and measured in inches. The
O/C declared that both the Webley and Smith & Wesson .45 calibre revolvers were ‘ideal
weapons for the average Volunteer’. Both revolvers could be used to deadly effect, provided,
of course, that the Volunteer was a good marksman. They were also easy to clean. The Colt
45 revolver, with its long barrel, was more powerful and accurate than the first two.
Meanwhile, a high standard of training was recommended for successfully handling the Colt
.45 automatic. This was due to the weapon’s accuracy and speed of fire. Also, cleaning the
gun’s delicate mechanism demanded skill."**

Such handguns were short range weapons, useful at distances up to seventy-five yards
(69 m)."* ‘Sunday morning[’]s work has been felt more by the English people here than
anything that has happened yet,” enthused Manchester’s Paddy O’Donoghue, referring to the
shooting dead of fourteen suspected British intelligence officers by the IRA in Dublin on 21
November 1920, later dubbed ‘Bloody Sunday’."** The victims were killed at close range,
perhaps using handguns supplied by O’Donoghue and other gunrunners in Britain.

Rifles were long range firearms and Michael Collins considered them to be ‘the best

135

of all” weapons. ~~ Most Volunteers agreed. County Clare’s Michael Brennan remembered

that ‘the moral effect of one rifle’ in mid-1919 *was greater than that of a hundred

shotguns”.' o

Rifles were seen as the most prestigious weapon: ‘“Nobody wanted to carry a
shotgun,” one Cork Volunteer recollected."”’” In April 1921, the O/C 1st brigade, 1st Northern
Division warned GHQ that “a falling-off in the existing good spirit of the men” under his

138 Rifles facilitated

command was possible if his unit was not granted a batch of rifles.
accurate shooting at long distances due to the inside of the gun’s barrel containing groves or

rifling that caused the bullet, itself designed with corresponding groves, to spin as it travelled
through the air. Like handguns, rifles varied in the calibre of bullet they employed. Types of

rifles included the Winchester, Mauser, Martini-Henry and Remington. The most famous,

however, was the Lee Enfield, the rifle acquired in the largest quantities by Irish gunrunners.
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The gunrunners consistently fail to specify the models of Lee Enfield they acquired, but most
were probably the Mark III .303 calibre with short magazine, the standard issue British army
rifle during the Great War.'*

Throughout the revolutionary period, GHQ was interested in innovative weapons, the
most famous of which was the Thompson sub-machine gun. In July 1921, An t-Oglédc hailed
the weapon as ‘OUR LATEST ALLY" in the war against the British.'*’ An attempt by IRA
men in New York to smuggle a large amount of such machine guns directly to Ireland in one

shipment in mid-1921 failed due to the vigilance of the police.'*'

Subsequently, however,
small quantities of Thompsons were smuggled to Ireland via Liverpool.'** Previous to this,
gunrunners in Britain also attempted to acquire machine guns at the behest of Dublin. Such
weapons were portable automatic firearms designed to fire bullets in rapid succession from a
belt or magazine. Usually, a crew of men was required to effectively operate the gun. The
shooting range of the Thompson, Lewis and Vickers machine guns varied between 762 and
975 m."*® An t-Ogldc held that the effective range of the machine gun was equal to that of the
rifle. However, it boasted a number of advantages over the rifle. Experimentation had found
that “the fire of a machine gun is about twice as concentrated as that of riflemen firing an
equal number of rounds at the same target’. Also, with the machine gun commanding a
frontage of 1.8 m capable of delivering fire equal to that of thirty riflemen, it was a more
effective and easily concealed weapon. Disadvantages included the fact that the concentrated
nature of its fire required a higher level of marksmanship when operating the machine gun
compared to the rifle. Machine guns were also more liable to temporary breakdowns.
Moreover, the gun’s peculiar noise and its habit of emitting steam when the water in the
barrel casing reached boiling point meant that its position might be easier to locate by the
enemy than that of a rifleman.'*

As Peter Hart notes, the Thompson machine gun failed to live up to expectations.
During the war of independence and civil war, the much-maligned shotgun was responsible
for many more fatalities than the Thompson. Moreover, pistols and revolvers proved more
death-dealing that the much sought-after rifle. The majority of fatalities inflicted by the IRA

in Ireland during the war of independence occurred outside of ambushes or battles. Rather,
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“death was more likely to come at point-blank range, on doorsteps and in ditches’. Shotguns,
pistols and revolvers were much easier to use in such situations than rifles and bulky machine
guns.'®¥

Explosives were another form of munitions the sourcing of which taxed Michael
Collins and GHQ. “If there is any chance at all, go ahead as quickly as you can laying in the
stuff [i.e. explosives],” Collins told Liverpool’s Neil Kerr Snr in late 1920, adding that the
Glasgow gunrunners also be requested to send as much explosives as possible.'*® Explosive
materials such as gelignite, ammonite, dinitrobenzene and trinitrotoluene, and chemicals such
as potassium chlorate, were used in the manufacture of bombs. These were then employed in
attacks on police stations and army barracks.'*’

IRA operations employing explosives were not always successful. In January 1921,
the West Cork Volunteers mounted attacks on RIC barracks in Kilbrittain and Innishannon.
All three attacks were unsuccessful due to the failure of homemade bombs to explode.
Something similar happened at Drimoleague the following month. “We were simply
incapable of properly making a mine,” remembered Tom Barry.'* Bombs supplied by GHQ
were sometimes little better. An attack on the RIC barracks in Scariff, county Clare in
September 1920 was scuppered by the failure of the bombs to explode. It was later
discovered that the bombs” striking pins were too short, hence preventing the detonators from
exploding.'*” As the war progressed, however, both GHQ and provincial units became much
more adept at manufacturing and handling explosives. Indeed, Hart contends that the IRA’s
‘real technological advance’ in 1921 was not the acquisition of Thompson sub-machine guns
but the use of industrial explosives in mines. Such mines inflicted far more casualties on
Crown forces during the closing stages of the war of independence than did the machine gun.
For the IRA, gelignite and handguns were ‘clearly superior’ to machine guns as death-dealing
weapons. '’

The financial resources at the disposal of the gunrunners also influenced the types and

quantities of munitions they acquired. As well as sending orders, Michael Collins and GHQ

provided the money to fund the purchase of the munitions, be they ammunition, firearms or
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explosives. Such money was raised from a number of sources including the D4il."*' Between
April 1919 and September 1920, Collins sent around £1,500 to Manchester.'>” Between June
1919 and July 1920, he gave at least £2,550 to Vize in Glasgow."*® In March 1921, D/P Liam
Mellows sent £1,000 to Glasgow and £500 to Edinburgh.154

On 20 January 1920, for example, Collins sent Vize £500. On 11 June, the Scottish

gunrunner supplied the following list of munitions and equipment he had purchased with the

money:
[Quantity] [Item] [Cost [Quantity] [Ttem] [Cost
£sd] £sd]
2 Lee Enfields & Brt [?] 13 - - 1 Winchester .22 210 -
1 Do Do & Do [i.e. ibid] 6-- 1 Webley 3--
2 Do Do @ 4/10/0 9-- 1 8 35-
2 Do Do @ 4/10/0 8 -- 1 “ & 43 Rds 5--
B Bayonets @10/6 221 1 i 4--
1 Lee Enfield, Brt & Equip 5-- 2 “ @ 2/10/0 5--
8 Lee Enfields @ 3/0/0 24 - - 1 Am[erican]. Colt 4--
1 Do Do 3-- 2 Webleys @ 3/-/- 6--
150 R[oun]ds [of] .303[ammunition]1 10 - 2 Do @ 3/5/- 610 -
1 Equipment l-- 1 Do 4--
98 Rds .303 17 - - 2 Do @ 65 rds 6--
- 303 [0] 12 - 1 German Auto[matic] 5 --
2 Rifles 1 L.E. 1 German 9-- 1 Do 410 -
9) Lee Enfields & Bts 105 - 1 Webley 4--
1 Do 4-- S5 Do @ 4/5/0 215-
1 Do & Bayonet 55- 1 Do 4--
1 Lee Enfield 412 - 2 Do 8--
1 German Auto 3--
1 Do 310 -
1 Am[erican?]. Colt 3--
2 Special @ 2/0/0 4--
5 Webleys @ 3/10/0 17 10 -
2 Do @ 3/5/- 610 -
13 Do @ 3/10/- 4510 -
4 Do @ 3/10/0 14 - -
500 Electric Deto[nator]s 5-- 1 Revolver 3--
1 Parcel soft stuff [i.e. explosives] 1 - - 900  Rds. .38 9--
L. Ryan [probably an agent of Vize’s] 10 - - 450 Do .22 long 2--

i Fitzpatrick, Politics and Irish life, p. 175

132 Correspondence between Michael Collins and Manchester gunrunners, Apr. 1919-Jan. 1921 (UCDA,
Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/9-P7/A/10)

153 Correspondence between Michael Collins and Joe Vize, Jan. 1919-July 1920 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers,
P7/A/11)

'** D/P to Commandant Carney and Messrs Burke, Byrne and Fagan, 3 Mar. 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers,
P7/A/19[36-8])
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16 Ibs Soft stuff 14- 1 Colt Auto 600

900 Ord. Detos 9-- 1 Smith & Weston 3--
1 Range finder 3-- 1 Webley 500
1 Field glasses l-- Amm[unition] 110 -
1 Gas Helmet -5- 3 Holsters -15-
1 Pr[ism]. Glasses 210 - 1 Colt 410 -
1 Telescope SE5%- 2 Webleys @ 3/10/- 7--
7 Weeks @ 4/4/0 29 8 - 2 Colts 710 -
800 E. Detos 800 103 Rds amm -15-
12 1bs soft stuff -5- 55 Do -10 -
73 Detos -122 1 Revolver 3--
34 Do -76 1 SmJall]. Colt 410 -
1 Revolver .38 210 -
1 Webley 315-
1 Do 35-
General Ex[pen]ses, for
trains, trams etc 7--

Eixes [Expenses] to Liverpoo!l
Mar  10th  £6-17-0

16th  £5-10-0
23rd  £9-3-4
30th  £6-0-0

April 6th  £6-0-0

€ 8th  £4-15-0
14th  £10-0-0

Total £48 15 4

£251 7 0 (To be allowed for £16-7-0 on next a/c of £1000)

£265 - -
£3817 -
95167

The gunrunners did not always supply Collins with such clear accounts as these. In December
1919, Manchester’s Paddy O’Donoghue confessed that heretofore he had sometimes
dispensed money to ‘lads’ for the acquisition of munitions. As the armaments so purchased
were often sent to Ireland without being inspected, the composition of accurate accounts was
not always possible. He promised that hereon in he would insist on all munitions paid for
from Manchester funds being collected in a central location for accounting before being
despatched."*® Also, despite repeated instructions that the Liverpool men distinguish between

munitions received from different gunrunning centres ‘so that we can keep our accounts

'3 Joe Vize to Michael Collins, 11 June 1920 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/11)
1% paddy O’Donoghue to Michael Collins, n.d., but date-stamped 24 Dec. 1919 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers,
P7/A/9)
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straight’, the often indiscriminate despatch of munitions to Ireland via Merseyside from 1920
onwards made book-keeping a difficult task for GHQ."’

The lack of accurate and comprehensive accounts was to prove a source of contention.
In 1920, Cathal Brugha, the Dail’s minister for defence and Michael Collins’ superior, began
to suspect that the IRB was wasting Volunteer money in its gunrunning operations in Britain.
Worried about the finances of the Glasgow operations in particular, he demanded that Collins
investigate the matter. “So long as the generally accepted laws of Accounting are not deviated
from, I am satisfied,” Brugha wrote, implying that Collins’ accounting was haphazard. ‘My
concern is to see that the Q.M.G. gets value in goods for the money I pay out.”"*® Stung by
Brugha’s accusations, Collins was disheartened to discover that at least £1,000 was

0% o g e . . : .
¥ O Cathain argues it was Collins’ ‘instinctive anglocentric view’,

improperly accounted for.
a product of his years in London, which resulted in the Scottish gunrunning operation
degenerating into such a mess while that in England, and by extension Wales, continued to
work effectively.'60 Piaras Béaslai, the IRA’s director of publicity, later described Brugha’s
demands for ‘strict and tabulated accounts’ as ‘eminently unreasonable’, especially given that
many of the men involved in gunrunning in Scotland were incommunicado, either in prison
like Vize, or on the run in Britain. The involvement of both the IRA and the IRB in
gunrunning in Britain led to a certain amount of confusion, he conceded. However, the
successful procurement of munitions required that agents be given ‘plenty of funds and large
scope and discretion’. Some agents had simply been unwise in their expenditure. Béaslai
speculated that Brugha’s dislike of the IRB in general played a part in his attitude.'®' Richard
Mulcahy, the C/S, later stated that Brugha had grown jealous of Collins and attempted to use
the issue of the Scottish accounts to undermine him.'®* Collins himself seemed to sense this.
Writing to Joe Vize about the issue, he stated that ‘the whole thing has another motive, as you

know very well’.'®® Vize agreed. ‘What is the idea of all this [accounting] work?’ he asked

irritably. ‘[CJan’t they [i.e. Brugha etc.] give men a chance, there[’]s no doubt everything will

137 Michael Collins to Steve Lanigan, 27 Jan. 1920; Paddy Daly to Michael Collins, n.d., but ¢. 5 Dec. 1920
(UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/1, P7/A/3)

1% Comments of the Minister of Defence, 23 Mar. 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/19[39])

139 Michael Collins to George McGrath, 15 Jan., 17, 21 Feb.; George McGrath to Michael Collins, 21 Feb. 1921
(NAI, DE 5/7, 5/15)

1% & Cathain, ‘Michael Collins and Scotland’, pp 169-70

1! Béaslai, Michael Collins, i, 161-3

192 <Talk with Lieut. General Costello on the 23rd May 1963* (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/D/3[23]), p. 1

193 Michael Collins to Joe Vize, 16 Mar. 1921, reprinted in Béaslai, Michael Collins, i1, 162-3
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turn out all right if they only wait a little time. They know who got the money, and it will be
accounted for in good time.”'**

Collins saw D/P Liam Mellows as an ally of Brugha’s and treated him somewhat
frostily. When Mellows queried the different gunrunning accounts, Collins told Vize that “If
the D.P. wished, he knows perfectly well the difference between one account and the other —
no one knows better than he does.”'®> When, in 1921, a Liverpool gunrunner complained of
lacking money, Collins relished the opportunity of contrasting his management of gunrunning

finances with that of Mellows.

You will understand that I could forward you some money for your own use, but in the way
things are going here at present, | don’t like doing this. It is up to those people who are
making so much fuss to attend to things. Nothing like it happened when I was in charge of
certain details. It should not happen now either.'*

Mellows soon began to reciprocate the animosity, complaining that Collins was attempting to
monopolise the purchase of materiel in Britain just to spite him. As Hart comments, however,
this was improbable. Rather, it is more likely that Collins simply desired to continue to
operate gunrunning in Britain as it had always been run — through the IRB.'®" In any event,
Brugha would later resurrect the controversy regarding the Scottish accounts against Collins
when the latter returned from London with the treaty.

As well as providing the funds, Dublin often advised on the prices to be paid for the
weaponry. Thus, Collins directed one gunrunner to “Never on any account give more than £6
without consulting’ his Liverpool colleagues. This applied to rifles, revolvers and automatics.
A price greater than £6 might be agreed in the case of a German automatic, complete with
stock and fifty or one hundred rounds of ammunition, he continued. Still, if he were to be
made such an offer, the gunrunner should consult the Merseyside men before agreeing to
it.'"® As we saw earlier, when Liverpool’s Steve Lanigan seemed about to make a deal for
munitions in London in 1919, Collins advised him that £5 was the maximum he was to pay

for rifles.'® Around the same time, he approved the payment of 7s 6d per Ib of gelignite and
1s 1%d per 55 ft (16.8 m) of fuse.'”’ The following year, Collins insisted that £5 10s was the

1% Joe Vize to Michael Collins, n.d., but date-stamped 27 Apr. 1921 (NLI, Béaslai Papers, Ms 33,916[2])
19 Michael Collins to Joe Vize, 16 Mar. 1921, reprinted in Béaslai, Michael Collins, ii, 162-3

1% paddy Daly to Michael Collins, 28 Feb.; Michael Collins to Paddy Daly, 9 Mar. 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy
Papers, P7/A/4)

" Hart, Mick, p. 261

'% Michael Collins to Seamus Barrett, 31 Jan. 1920 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/9)

19 See p. 83 above

79 Michael Collins to Joe Vize, 8 July 1919 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/11)
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maximum price to be paid thereafter for individual munitions.'”" In early 1922, with the
republican movement becoming increasingly divided on the merits of the treaty, Rory
O’Connor appointed Joseph Robinson, recently released from prison, to the position of O/C
Scotland and ordered him to acquire and smuggle weapons to Ireland as quickly as possible,
irrespective of cost.'”?

Sometimes the funds to purchase munitions were raised in Britain itself, through
contributions from Volunteers themselves, as well as through the organisation of dances,
lotteries and collections patronised by the wider Irish community.'”

In the acquisition of materiel, funds were employed in two different ways. In simple
deals, money was handed over in return for weapons. Buying weapons from gunsmiths and
British army soldiers recently returned from the world war were examples of such
transactions. A Jewish gunsmith was one of the main sources of munitions for the London
men.'”* Crucibles, large pots used in the mixing of chemicals for bombs, were bought by the
Liverpool men from a firm named Rawltan Brothers. ‘We found the Englishman always
willing to do business,” commented Paddy Daly.'”® Other deals were more complicated,
sometimes necessitating that financial expense be incurred ever before the munitions were
actually acquired. Asking Michael Collins for an additional £500, Joe Vize explained that he
had spent all his funds pursuing many different channels of inquiry, each of which required
deposits and outlays. ‘I must have money in those places,” he wrote in February 1920, *...
[for] if one of them start[s] on a large scale, I would like to be able to meet them without
calling in money from the other places ...".'’® The employment of agents, so as to maximise
the purchase of munitions, was also costly, as it sometimes necessitated the payment of
something approaching a wage. ‘I gave him to understand, if he wanted to make a few
pounds, he was in the right place,” Vize wrote, in reference to an ex-sergeant-major who had
offered his services.'”” Even the theft of munitions, from an army barracks for example,
incurred costs. The munitions themselves were not purchased, of course, but bribes had to be

paid so as to facilitate the theft. We saw earlier that Vize spent £30 or £40 as ‘bait’ in

preparing a raid on an army stores.'”® This was probably a bribe for his contact, the army

' Michael Collins to Paddy O’ Donoghue, 7 Sept. 1920 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/10)

172 0/C Scotland to O/C Britain, 27 Feb. 1923 (TNA, HO 144/3746)

' BMHWS no. 922, James Cunningham, p. 1 (NAI)

174 Dennis Kelleher interview (UCDA, O’Malley Notebooks, P17b/107); BMHWS no. 847, Patrick
O’Donoghue, p. 6 (NAI)

175 BMHWS no. 824, Paddy Daly, p. 28 (NAI)

17 Michael Collins to Joe Vize, 15 Feb. 1920 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/11)

"7 Joe Vize to Michael Collins, 27 Sept. 1919 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/11)

'8 See p. 82 above
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range keeper. The subsequent arrest of the range keeper scuppered Vize’s plans and the
money spent had to be written off.

The gunrunners themselves were often conscious of expenses too. As we saw earlier,
in mid-1920, seafarers on a boat plying between Glasgow and Hamburg agreed to procure
munitions in Germany for Joe Vize. He, however, became dissatisfied with the prices they
were charging, with revolvers costing, on average, £4 each, and ammunition 30s per one
hundred bullets. The seafarers attributed the cost to a number of factors, including the
exchange rate between sterling and the German mark and the expense of ‘getting stuft lifted’.
The frugal Vize was unconvinced, however, and, to ensure their honesty through price
comparison, he made arrangements for another boat or two to work the same route.'”’
Volunteer companies engaged in gunrunning sometimes established purchasing committees
in order to control costs. The Motherwell IRA’s committee, for example, decided that £3 10s
was the maximum price they were willing to pay for a revolver. For an automatic, the figure
was £4 10s."™ In March 1921, in an attempt to solve problems relating to the financing of
gunrunning in Glasgow and Edinburgh, Liam Mellows instructed John Carney, O/C Scottish
brigade, and three other gunrunners to form a committee to control the procurement and
despatch of munitions to Ireland."™'

As well as the orders received from Dublin and the financial resources at their
disposal, the quantities and types of munitions acquired by the gunrunners was dictated by
the nature of the weapons sources available to them. As mentioned earlier, British army
soldiers were a particularly fertile source, as on their return from the Great War many brought
munitions home with them as souvenirs. Acting on initiative, individual Volunteers would
approach the former soldiers and ask if they were willing to sell their weapons. Motherwell’s
James Byrne later stated that around one hundred rifles and “a couple of hundred revolvers’,
all costing between £3 and £3 10s, were purchased in this way, along with a small amount of
ammunition.'® Paddy O’Donoghue remembered that the gunrunner Seamus Barrett similarly
secured ‘a big number of revolvers’ from soldiers in Manchester. ‘There could not have been
much of a check by the British Army authorities on these guns judging by the rather easy way

they could be disposed of,” O’Donoghue commented.'® Ex-soldiers and seamen were also

' Joe Vize to Michael Collins, 11 June 1920 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/11); see p. 98 above

%O BMHWS no. 777, Patrick Mills, p. 5 (NAI)

"' D/P to Commandant Carney and Messrs Burke, Byrne and Fagan, 3 Mar. 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers,
P7/A/19[36-8])

"2 BMHWS no. 828, James Byrne, pp 3-4, 8 (NAI)

"3 Ibid., no. 847, Patrick O’Donoghue, p. 6 (NAI)
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good sources in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, while in Middlesbrough, armaments bought from
seafarers were mainly used to arm the city’s Volunteers.'™

As well as selling their own weapons to them, soldiers often helped Irish gunrunners
gain access to munitions held in army barracks. Such barracks, drill halls, shooting ranges,
and similar facilities, with their arsenals of firearms, ammunition, and more, were alluring
targets for Irish gunrunners. Glasgow’s Joe Vize was very interested in mounting raids on
such arsenals. In July 1920, he issued orders to all IRB centres in Scotland ‘to report without
delay any rifle ranges, drill halls or army stores in their districts ..."."*> By then, he had
already mounted a number of thefts. His first raid, on Hamilton army barracks, seems to have
taken place in August 1919. Vize made contact with a quartermaster sergeant in the barracks.
On the appointed night, a small group of Volunteers travelled to the barracks. At a location
arranged by the quartermaster, two of the party climbed over the wall. They soon return with
the rifles and handed them to their colleagues, who hid them under their coats. In all, ten
rifles were seized, along with a quantity of ammunition.'

The successful raid whetted Vize’s appetite for mounting similar raids on barracks in
Georgetown and Maryhill, as well as paying a return visit to Hamilton. He was also interested
in a large soldier demobilisation station. He told Collins that ten new Webley revolvers had
been secured there, while arrangements were being made to acquire some machine guns.'®’
The following month, he noted that his contact in Maryhill barracks, a sergeant in the
machine gun stores, was only waiting to place a sympathiser, properly bribed, on sentry duty
before ‘starting work for us’. The machine guns would each cost between £250 and £300
new. Vize was prepared to offer £50 to £70. *I was never so sure of anything as I am of this
lot,” he boasted.'®® The sources do not record Vize’s success in getting weapons from
Maryhill, although two Volunteers, James Fagan and Robert O’Donnell, were later charged
with soliciting a soldier to steal munitions from the barracks. They were both found guilty of
conspiracy.'*’

Meanwhile, Hamilton barracks was ‘just developing’ as a source. Having secured ten

190

rifles in the first raid, Vize expected many more. ~ When he learned that a sergeant working

at one of the barracks was an Easter Week veteran recently rejoined the British army, Vize

i Ibid., no. 773, Gilbert Francis Barrington, p. 9; ibid., no. 369, William Whelan, pp 8-9 (NAI)

'3 Joe Vize to Michael Collins, n.d., but date-stamped 7 July 1920 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/11)
"% BMHWS no. 777, Patrick Mills, p. 3; ibid., no. 776, Joseph Booker, p. 3 (NAI)

187 Joe Vize to Michael Collins, n.d., but c. 18 Jan. 1920 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/11)

"% Ibid., 7 Feb. 1920 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/11)

189 ish Times, 17, 21 Mar. 1921

1% Joe Vize to Michael Collins, 7 Feb. 1920 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/11)
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hoped to arrange a meeting with him."”’

On 24 June, Vize and thirty Volunteers returned to
Hamilton barracks. Having made arrangements with two soldiers, one of whom may have
been the Easter week veteran, they seized forty German rifles and bayonets from the armoury
and load them into a waiting taxi. The cost, probably in bribes, was £60.""*

On 5 November 1920, Vize and his men raided the Orange Hall on Glasgow’s
Cowdaddens St. Five ritles and one thousand rounds of ammunition were seized, along with
an amount of money and some regalia. The graffito ‘Commandeered for the Irish Republican
Army’ was written on the wall.'”’

Republicans in other parts of Britain mounted similar raids, although much less
frequently. In May 1921, the Liverpool and Birmingham Volunteers made preparations for a
raid on a drill hall in the latter city. Paddy Daly expected the raid to net one hundred rifles,
two machine guns and a large quantity of ammunition, ‘without any difficulty’."”* Two weeks
later, one of the Birmingham men, perhaps James Cunningham, told him that the hall also
contained 762 kg of explosive cordite.'”> The summer passed, however, without the raid
being mounted. Perhaps in an attempt to motivate Daly, in September Michael Collins
reminded him that ammunition ‘is one of our greatest wants, so that no opportunity should be
lost of obtaining it 2 e following day, Daly reported that the raid had taken place. Four
Lee Enfield rifles and just under 3,500 rounds of .303 ammunition had been secured but,
perhaps comparing it with his high expectations, Daly described the raid as ‘a dismal
failure’."”’ Fearful that the use of a motor car might attract attention and precipitate a political
controversy regarding the breaking of the truce agreement, the Volunteers were forced to
carry the booty on their persons, thus limiting the amount of rifles they were able to remove.
Daly thought it might be possible to mount another raid. However, it could only be mounted

after the truce had collapsed, as a second raid without the use of a motor car was not worth

effecting.'”® Collins disagreed with Daly’s view that the raid was a failure: ‘If the Cork no. 3

"I Ibid., 15 Feb. 1920 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/11)

192 Ibid., 27 June 1920 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/11); BMHWS no. 828, James Byrne, pp 4-5 (NAI)

193 Scottish Office, Whitehall, to Carew-Robinson, Home Office, 20 Nov. 1922 (TNA, HO 144/4645); Neil Kerr
to Michael Collins, 12 Nov. 1920 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/3); RROUK, no. 80, 11 Nov. 1920 (TNA,
CAB 24/114)

1% paddy Daly to Michael Collins, 23 May 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/5)
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[brigade] had had it [i.e. the 3,500 rounds of ammunition] at one period in last February, they
would have smashed up 650 of the enemy’.'”’
On another occasion, James Cunningham and a priest named O’Connor succeeded in
taking twenty Martini-Henri rifles from a drill hall in the Pottery area of Birmingham.**
Meanwhile, in March 1921, after his meeting with Mellows in Dublin, Gilbert
Barrington and his fellow officers in the Tyneside IRA began raids of their own. ‘C’
company, led by E. Kerrigan and E. Costello, raided a drill hall in Gateshead and seized six

rifles.*"!

Four months later, *‘C’ company acquired three machine guns in a raid on Saltwell
Park, a public park. In order to transport the guns from the scene, Barrington hired a horse
and cart from ‘a shady character’, a member of the Askew Road gang. The machine guns,

along with the rifles from the raid on the drill hall, were then transported to Liverpool.””?

In London, gunrunners, including Denis Kelleher, made contact with a Sergeant
Roche, a quartermaster in Chelsea Barracks. On a number of occasions, Roche smuggled
small amounts of weapons out of the barracks to the gunrunners’ car parked nearby. In
November 1921, a group of IRA men from Ireland, led by Michael Hogan, arrived in London
on a gunrunning mission. Having received £1,000 from Cathal Brugha, Clare’s Michael
Brennan had sent the men to the English capital to buy some materiel. However, learning of
Roche, the Clare men decided against purchasing munitions and instead resolved to mount a
raid on the barracks. Kelleher thought the plan impossible and refused to introduce them to
Roche or allow them use of the car. However, Hogan eventually got in touch with Roche and
arranged a deal. Hiring a taxi, Hogan and his colleagues drove into Chelsea barracks and
filled it with rifles and ammunition. They then dumped the munitions in a builder’s yard in
Hammersmith. However, after dropping off his passengers at the Marble Arch, the taxi driver
drove to the police and informed on them. Hogan and his men were arrested at their
lodgings.*”

The black market, of course, was another big source of armaments. James
Cunningham remembered that the Birmingham ‘underworld” was a fruitful source of
armaments. However, he ensured that Dan O’Malley, his Birmingham-born right-hand man,

accompanied him on any such missions, as the byzantine layout of the city’s dens, lanes,

courts and squares would have defeated his attempts to travel alone. As well as a guide, he

'% Michael Collins to Paddy Daly, 26 Sept. 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/7)

20 BMHWS no. 922, James Cunningham, p. 12 (NAI)

" Ibid., no. 773, Gilbert Francis Barrington, p. 9 (NAI)
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also used O’Malley as a virtual translator, as he found it very difficult to understand the slum
dwellers’ patois.”"*

Through local representatives of the Third Communist International, a body
established by the Bolsheviks in Russia with the aim of fomenting revolution in Europe, the
Tyneside gunrunners succeeded in acquiring a small number of machine guns.zo5

Meanwhile, in the mining districts of Britain, especially Lanarkshire in Scotland and
Lancashire in England, the large number of mining concerns presented conspicuous and
attractive targets for the acquisition of explosives. In such areas, the local IRA company was

. : 206
often composed entirely of miners.

At the beginning of each day’s work, they were usually
given a quantity of explosives to blast the rock and coal. Each miner setting aside a small
amount of his allocation and smuggling it out of the mine at the end of the day meant that
large quantities of explosives were acquired for little or no cost and without raising the
suspicions of the mine owners.>"’ During a coal strike in 1921, the St. Helens Volunteers,
numbering about fifteen miners, decided to raid the mining depots for explosives. The strike
provided cover for the raid, for it was common for out-of-work miners to steal explosives for
utilisation in securing coal for their own domestic use. The Volunteers succeeded in seizing a
considerable quantity of munitions, amounting to hundreds of lbs of gelignite, a vast quantity
of fuse, and thousands of electric detonators. Paddy Daly remembered it as one of the biggest
consignments of explosives acquired during the war of independence.208 Michael Collins
considered the St. Helens Volunteers such a valuable source of munitions that he agreed to
provide funds to relieve the hardship they were experiencing as a result of the strike.”"”

The inconspicuous nature of the activities of the St. Helens miners meant that they
escaped police attention. However, the occurrence of a number of overt raids on mining
magazines did alert the police to the existence of Irish revolutionaries in Britain. On 26 July
1919, for example, three carts of gelignite and one hundred detonators were stolen from
Greenfoot quarry in Glenboig, Lanarkshire. On 24 April the following year, 101.25 kg of
gelignite, 4.05 kg of gunpowder, 550 detonators and 13.5 kg of fuse were taken from

Robroyston Colliery, again in Lanarkshire. Between 5 and 9 May 1921, 45 kg of ammonite

2 BMHWS no. 824, Paddy Daly, p. 6 (NAI)
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was stolen from Platt’s Colliery, near Wigan, Lancashire. In all, police returns recorded
thirty-six such thefts in the period July 1919 to the signing of the Anglo-Irish treaty in
December 1921, of which twenty-nine took place in Scotland. Irishmen were convicted of
involvement in only four cases, but in twenty others Irish involvement was presumed or
considered probable, sometimes strongly.2l0 For example, the police commented that the theft
of 4.5 kg of gelignite from Holomine, Gavieside, in West Calder, Scotland, on 14 April 1921,
was ‘Probably attributable to Irish agency’, for ‘no other reason’ existed to explain it.*""

In the run-up to the civil war, raiding collieries proved popular with the anti-treaty
IRA. On 29 April 1922, eight collieries in south Manchester were raided, a large quantity of
explosives and gunpowder was stolen, along with thousands of detonators. A railwayman
who happened across an attempt to raid the premises of the Greengate Brick & Tile Company
was tied up. Speculating that the raiders probably worked at the collieries, the press held that
the main difficulty they encountered would have been in forcing the heavy iron doors of the
store houses. The raiders succeeded in doing so in all but one colliery — Shedley — where they
stole gunpowder from the powder house instead.”'> Thefts occurred in collieries in Yorkshire
the following May and June, though the police did not rule in or out the involvement of the
IRA.*"

That same night, 29 April, saw the biggest single raid attempted by republicans in the
post-treaty period. During the truce, Birmingham’s Dan O’Malley had made contact with a
man working in the Premier Aluminium Casting Company, a factory which was breaking

down surplus war material in the city’s Hay Mill district.”"*

The worker agreed to supply
O’Malley with some ammunition, and soon between eight hundred and one thousand rounds
were being passed out of the factory every week. The factory, however, contained ‘hundreds
of millions of rounds’ of ammunition. This, and the prospect of ‘trouble at home over
Belfast’>"”, led the city’s IRA, aided by their Liverpool comrades, to plan a raid on the
premises. The plan called for twenty unarmed Volunteers to be admitted at intervals to the

factory by O’Malley’s contact. A lorry and a car would also enter the premises. The men

would then load the transport with ammunition. Afterwards, they would each flee the scene

219 Seottish Office, Whitehall, to Carew-Robinson, Home Office, 20 Nov.; Assistant Chief Constable of
Lancashire to the Under Secretary of State, Home Office, 27 Oct.; Chief Constable of Merthyr Fydfil County
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carrying as much ammunition on their persons as possible. However, on the night of the raid,
the contact initially refused to open the gate, and only reluctantly admitted Cunningham to
the premises. Suspecting a trap, Cunningham started to walk back in the direction the
Volunteers were coming. Suddenly, two armed plain-clothes policemen jumped out from
behind a wall and arrested him. ‘I was knocked about a bit as they had expected I would be
armed’, he remembered.*'®

Liverpool’s Paddy Daly was also involved in the raid. When he and another Volunteer
tried to summon the sentry at the factory gate, they heard a noise that sounded like boxes
being smashed. Suspicious, they retreated across the road to await developments. Shortly
afterwards, they saw a figure, wearing a white armlet, climb out over the factory gate and run
up the road. Even more suspicious that something was afoot, Daly and his companion
retreated to the main road, where they observed a large number of uniformed policemen.
Feigning English accents, the two passed through the police ranks and returned to their
lodgings.”"’

Daly and his comrade escaped the police dragnet. However, Cunningham and another
five Volunteers, including Patrick O’Neill, O/C Birmingham IRA, were arrested during the
botched raid.”"® London’s Art O’Brien asked Michael Collins to help pay the men’s legal
fees, stating that they had been involved in ‘illegal ammunition traffic apparently for national
purposes’. Collins dismissed the appeal, noting that *The “national purposes” of course are
supplying our opponents here [i.e. the anti-treaty IRA] in order that these may be in a position
to shoot down their fellow country-men”.*"

Patrick Murray, O/C Britain in 1922-23, believed that the IRA leadership in Ireland
did not fully appreciate the difficulties involved in operating in England during the civil war.
For example, Jim O’Donovan, director of chemicals, proposed the establishment of a bomb-
making factory in London, with the finished grenades being smuggled to Ireland. Plans such
as these were hampered by the state of the republican movement in Britain. The Volunteers
there were very divided by the treaty. Munitions sources employed during the war of

independence were ‘curtailed’ by the Free State authorities, so republicans were forced to

undertake the time-consuming task of developing new contacts. Arrangements in relation to

21 BMHWS no. 922, James Cunningham, pp 14-19 (NAI)

*'” BMHWS no. 824, Paddy Daly, pp 40-42 (NAI)

218 Chief Constable of Birmingham to the Assistant Secretary of State, Home Office, 23 Oct. 1922 (TNA, HO
144/4645); see p. 212 below

1% Michael Collins to George Gavan Duffy, 4 May 1922 (NAL DE 2/410)
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locating arms dumps and finding reliable seamen to smuggle munitions also had to be made
anew. Still, despite the great difficulties, Murray found the men involved did a ‘fine’ job.**
The quantity of munitions smuggled to Ireland from Britain is difficult to estimate
accurately due to the lack of a complete set of primary source records for the period and also
because of the lack of precision in some of the extant correspondence. Of all the centres of
Irish gunrunning, the best surviving evidence relates to Liverpool. The correspondence
between Liverpool and Dublin shows that the despatch of munitions to Ireland increased in
frequency as the war of independence continued. During the course of August 1919, for

example, the Merseyside men twice sent munitions to Ireland.**’

The same month two years
later saw eight despatches.222 Moreover, not only did the frequency of the despatches increase
as the conflict continued in Ireland, so did the size of the consignments. On 11 August 1919,
a Colt revolver, an automatic pistol and a Webley revolver were consigned. Five days later,
Steve Lanigan told Collins that 2,213 rounds of .22 ammunition, along with a Colt revolver
and assorted ammunition, were being despatched to Dublin. He later included two more
revolvers and thirty rounds of .303 ammunition in the batch.”*> Some of the eight
consignments despatched from Liverpool the same month two years later were smaller in size
than these, but the majority were much bigger. On 17 August, munitions from Glasgow and
Manchester were despatched. The former amounted to twelve revolvers and two automatics,
along with 416 rounds of ammunition, and twenty-two detonators. The Manchester batch was

224

composed of six revolvers and five sporting cartridges.”” Two days later, Paddy Daly wrote

to Michael Collins as follows:

Goods forwarded Aug. 18" .21

Ex N-O-T [i.e. received from Nottingham]

11 Web[ley]. Rev[olver]s .45 94 r[oun]ds [of] 303 [ammunition]
2 Colt i i 40 * .45 Rev Amm.

1 Mauser Auto[matic] (P[eter the]. Painter) 120 «“  Morris Tube Amm

2 Auto .32 40 Sport Cart[ridge]s

1 Parab[ellum]. (long) 3 Coils fuse

1 Auto .38 (Web & Scot) 75 yds. [of] cable

5 Batteries. 1 st[one]. Pot[assium]. Chlor[ate]
500 2oz stick [of] G[elignite]. 75 rds .25 Auto Am.

220 patrick Murray interview (UCDA, O’Malley Notebooks, P17b/88)

22! Neil Kerr to Michael Collins, 11 Aug.; Steve Lanigan to Michael Collins, 16 Aug. 1919 (UCDA, Mulcahy
Papers, P7/A/1[18, 41])

222 paddy Daly to Michael Collins, 17, 19, 22, 23, 30, 31 Aug. 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/7)

22 Neil Kerr to Michael Collins, 11 Aug.; Steve Lanigan to Michael Collins, 16 Aug.; Michael Collins to Steve
Lanigan, 20 Aug. 1919 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/1[18, 41])

224 paddy Daly to Michael Collins, 17 Aug. 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/7)
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142 Fuse Det[onator]s
50 Elect[ric]. Dets’’

The total amount of munitions despatched from Liverpool in August 1919 was six handguns
and over 2,243 rounds of ammunition.”*® The figures for August 1921 were four Thompson
sub-machine guns, eight rifles, four bayonets, fifty-six handguns, 3,164 rounds of ordinary
ammunition, 145 sporting cartridges, 102 rounds of Morris Tube ammunition, almost 28.58
kg of gelignite, 6.35 kg of potassium chlorate, 214 detonators, three coils of fuse, and 68.58m
of cable.””” As Daly’s letter above reveals, while a sizable proportion of these munitions were
acquired by the Liverpool gunrunners themselves, they received a large quantity from their
colleagues in other parts of Britain, as Merseyside became the main port of despatch.

In early March 1920, the Glasgow gunrunners started to send their munitions to
Liverpool for consignment to Ireland. In the ten months previous to this, the extant
correspondence reveals that the Glasgow men despatched directly to Ireland twelve rifles,
fifty-seven handguns, 161 sticks of gelignite, another 109.35 kg of gelignite, 2,702
detonators, 203 fuses, and 270 rounds of ammunition.”® In September 1920, while examining
a batch of munitions received from Glasgow, Tom Kerr accidently shot dead his brother
Neil >

Yet, the amount of munitions despatched to Liverpool from Glasgow did not increase
steadily as time went by. In February 1921, Michael Collins complained that the amount of
munitions being procured by the Glasgow men was declining. He reflected wistfully on the
situation twelve months previously when Scottish gunrunning was going ‘well” and “the stuff
was coming inn [sic] at such a fine rate’. He blamed the deterioration on the fallout from the
Bothwell affair and the arrest of Harry Coyle.”” On 28 October the previous year, a group of
Volunteers from the 2nd Scottish battalion had attempted to raid a Territorial Army drill hall
in Bothwell. In the course of the raid, a policeman was shot. Subsequent arrests disrupted the

2nd battalion’s gunrunning activities.”' The arrest of Harry Coyle and Charles McGinn,

2 bid., 19 Aug. 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/7)

226 Neil Kerr to Michael Collins, 11 Aug.; Steve Lanigan to Michael Collins, 16 Aug.; Michael Collins to Steve
Lanigan, 20 Aug. 1919 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/1[18, 41])

227 paddy Daly to Michael Collins, 17, 19, 22, 23, 30, 31 Aug. 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/7)

28 Correspondence between Michael Collins and Joe Vize, May 1919-Mar. 1920 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers,
P7/A/11)

2% Michael Collins to Neil Kerr, 6 Sept. 1920 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/3); Joe Vize to Michael Collins,
n.d., but date-stamped 27 Apr. 1921 (NLI, Béaslai Papers, Ms 33,916[2])

30 Michael Collins to Joe Vize, 28 Feb. 1921 (NLI, Béaslai Papers, Ms 33,916[2])

31 Scottish Office, Whitehall, to Carew-Robinson, Home Office, 20 Nov. 1922 (TNA, HO 144/4645); BMHWS
no. 828, James Byrne, p. 5; ibid., no. 777, Patrick Mills, pp 4-5 (NAI); see p. 213 below
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senior Scottish gunrunners, after a car chase on 4 December, compounded the difficulties.”

Mellows described the situation as a ‘muddle’, with various people owed money for
munitions accumulating in Glasgow, some from IRB funds and others from those of the
Volunteers. Attempting to rectify the problem, he insisted that stricter accounting standards
be obeyed.233 However, three months later, the situation worsened with police raids following
the killing of a policeman during the IRA’s failed attempt to rescue a comrade from a
Glasgow prison van.”**

The Manchester men sent their armaments to Ireland via Liverpool, especially from
January 1920 onwards, though Merseyside’s Paddy Daly held that some munitions continued
to be sent directly to Ireland from Manchester from time to time. The quantities despatched
from Manchester via Liverpool are not recorded in surviving correspondence. However,
records for the period previous to the Liverpool arrangement reveals that £223 65 6d worth of
munitions had been procured by four gunrunners in the year 1919. The armaments included
revolvers, gelignite, fuse wire and fuse caps.”’

The extant records in relation to London indicate that 1919 saw the despatch of at
least three rifles and twelve handguns directly to Dublin, along with a parcel of munitions,

d.”** While he was in London on the prospective

the contents of which was not state
munitions deal in July 1919, Lanigan sent one hundred rounds of .45 ammunition to
Dublin.”*’ The following year, an unknown quantity of rifles, at least four revolvers, and four
thousand rounds of ammunition were despatched directly to Dublin.”*® From November 1920
onwards, munitions from the capital were sent to Ireland via Liverpool. Armaments sent by
this route up to the truce included thirty rifles, fifty-three revolvers, nineteen automatic

handguns, over 10,400 rounds of assorted ammunition, two hand grenades, one coil fuse, and

a bayonet.”*’ More materiel must have been purchased in London during this period,

22 Manchester Guardian, 16 Mar. 1921

¥ D/P to Commandant Carney and Messrs Burke, Byrne and Fagan, 3 Mar. 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers,
P7/A/19[36-38])

BMHWS no. 933, Seamus Reader, pp 9-11 (NAI); see pp 201-02 below

3 paddy Daly interview (UCDA, O’Malley Notebooks, P17b/136); correspondence between Michael Collins,
Seamus Barrett and Paddy O’Donoghue, Apr. 1919-Jan. 1921, esp. Paddy O’Donoghue to Michael Collins,
n.d., but marked ‘Recd 5.12.19° (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/9)

i Correspondence between Michael Collins, Art O’Brien and Sean McGrath, Mar. 1920-June 1921 (NAI, DE
2/321-2/330; NLI, O Briain Papers, Ms 8429)

27 See p. 84 above

@ Correspondence between Michael Collins, Art O’Brien and Sean McGrath, Mar. 1920—June 1921 (NAI, DE
2/321-2/330; NLI, O Briain Papers, Ms 8429)

39 Sean McGrath to Michael Collins, 16 Nov. 1920 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/8); Paddy Daly to Michael
Collins, 21 Dec. 1920, n.d., but ¢. 4 Jan., 10 Jan. 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/3); Paddy Daly to
Michael Collins, 21 Feb., 2, 18 Mar. 1921(UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/4); Paddy Daly to Michael Collins, 30
Aug. 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/7)
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however, for, in late January 1921, the munitions account was overdrawn to the tune of
£663.7*

Only one piece of contemporaneous correspondence survives indicating that
Liverpool also received munitions from Tyneside during the war of independence. On 2 July
1921, ten revolvers, five automatics, one Very pistol and four cartridges, 262 rounds of
ammunition, thirty-one electric detonators, and 182.88 m of time fuse were sent to
Merseyside.m

Overall, the two-year period from June 1919 to the truce in July 1921 saw the
Liverpool men smuggle to Ireland 319 firearms, consisting of seven machine guns, twenty-
seven rifles, and 285 handguns, along 24,450 rounds of ammunition, and 483.75 kg of

2

explosives, mainly gelignite and ammonite.**

Chart 3
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*... for us in England there was no Truce; in fact if anything our activities were

intensified,” Birmingham’s James Cunningham later wrote.>** Michael Collins encouraged

240 Art O’Brien to Michael Collins, 27 Jan. 1921 (NAI, DE 2/327)

1 Untitled note by David Fitzgerald, n.d., but c. July 1921, reprinted in Barrington, The Irish independence
movement on Tyneside, pp 24-5

o Correspondence between Michael Collins and Neil Kerr, Steve Lanigan, and Paddy Daly, June 1919-July
1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/1-P7/A/6)

3 Correspondence between Michael Collins and Neil Kerr, Steve Lanigan, and Paddy Daly, June 1919-Jan.
1922 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/1-P7/A/7); data is unavailable for the periods Oct. 1919—Feb. 1920, June—
Sept. 1920, and Nov.—Dec. 1921; for dataset, see appendix 2

** BMHWS no. 922, James Cunningham, p. 14 (NAI)
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the continuation of gunrunning during the truce. The opening of new sources ‘may be very
much more important in the future,” he wrote, “and we might [i.e. must] be prepared for
absolutely all eventualities,” hinting at the possible collapse of the truce and the renewal of
warfare in Ireland.”*® As during the war of independence, the munitions despatched from
Liverpool during the truce were received from Manchester, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Glasgow,
Birmingham, Nottingham, and London, along with New York. Some, of course, originated in
Liverpool itself. Gilbert Barrington later claimed that about £1,200 was expended on
munitions in the Tyneside area between March and October 1921. The fruits of the
expenditure amounted to between four and five hundred handguns and ‘considerable
quantities of explosives’.246

Interestingly, the extant correspondence indicates that while the period July—
September 1921 saw a month on month increase in the number of despatches — five in July,
eight in August, and fifteen in September — weapons smuggling seems to have collapsed in
the last quarter of the year, with only one despatch for October and none for either November

or December.”*’

Chart 4
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5 Michael Collins to Paddy Daly, 19 Sept. 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/7)

26 BMHWS no. 773, Gilbert Francis Barrington, p. 8 (NAI)

7 However, see pp 140-41 below

8 Correspondence between Michael Collins and Neil Kerr, Steve Lanigan, and Paddy Daly, June 1919-Jan.
1922 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/1-P7/A/7); data is unavailable for the periods Oct. 1919-Feb. 1920, Apr.
1920, June—Sept. 1920, Nov. 1920, and Nov.—Dec. 1921; for dataset, see appendix 2
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The five-month period from the truce to the signing of the treaty on 6 December saw
the despatch to Ireland through Liverpool of 181 firearms, consisting of twenty machine
guns, forty-four rifles, and 117 handguns, along with 12,188 rounds of ammunition, and
102.2 kg of explosives, again mainly gelignite and ammonite. 2% Of course, other types of
munitions and equipment were also sent to Dublin. During the truce period, this
miscellaneous category included twenty-one bayonets, twelve daggers, 6.35 kg of potassium
chlorate, 1,069 ordinary detonators, 253 electric detonators, 142 fuse detonators, 200
percussion caps, 3,024 springs, eight coils of fuse, 68.58 m of cable, five batteries, a field

telephone, a periscope, and a bag of pellets.zSo

Chart 5
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The quantity of munitions sent to pro- and anti-treaty forces Ireland during the post-
treaty and civil war period is difficult to calculate authoritatively due to the lack of records.
During the civil war, the Irish army received materiel from the British government.

Indeed, the two eighteen-pounder guns which were used to attack the Four Courts on 28 June

b Correspondence between Michael Collins and Paddy Daly, 12 July—6 Dec. 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers,
P7/A/6-P7/A/7)

0 Correspondence between Michael Collins and Paddy Daly, 12 July—6 Dec. 1921 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers,
P7/A/6-PT/A/T)

! Correspondence between Michael Collins and Neil Kerr, Steve Lanigan, and Paddy Daly, June 1919—Jan.
1922 (UCDA, Mulcahy Papers, P7/A/1-P7/A/7); data is unavailable for the months of June, Oct., Nov. and Dec.
1921; for dataset, see appendix 2

121



1922, and constituted the opening shots of the civil war, were supplied by the British.*>* ‘I
hope you may be successful with your own forces aided by any equipment and supplies we
can give you,” Colonial Secretary Winston Churchill told Michael Collins later that day.
Victory over the republicans would save the treaty and allow the British government to
demand that the Northern Ireland government bring to justice those responsible for the
murder of Catholics in Belfast and Derry, he argued.”*® By the early hours of 2 July, the
British had supplied the army with five armoured cars, sixty Lewis guns, and two thousand
rifles.”>* Later that day, ten Lancias trucks, forty Lewis machine guns, five hundred revolvers
with ammunition, eight hundred grenades, and 1,500 rounds of eighteen-pounder ammunition
were handed over.””® On 20 July, the Provisional Government received one thousand rifles it
had requested to equip its troops for combat in Munster.>>® On 30 August, it received a
further delivery of another five hundred rifles and twenty-five Lewis guns.”’

Attempts were also made by the Provisional Government to exploit more dubious
sources. Early 1922 had seen an increase in sectarian violence in Northern Ireland. Fearful
that a failure to respond on its part would undermine support for the treaty, the government
decided to clandestinely arm the Northern IRA for a campaign against the Unionist
authorities. Frank FitzGerald, a London businessman and brother of Provisional Government
member Desmond FitzGerald, was asked to source munitions in the British capital. During
the war of independence, he and Joseph White, a fellow Irish businessman, had been
involved in smuggling munitions for the IRA. In December 1921, FitzGerald had been
charged with conspiring with others to steal munitions from Chelsea barracks in London.
While the charges against him were subsequently dropped, some of his co-defendants were
found guilty.”*®

After making inquiries, FitzGerald learned that munitions could be acquired from the
British army’s disposal board, with Horace Soley & Company acting as an intermediary. The
company had supplied munitions to the IRA prior to the treaty. In June 1922, Sean
MacMahon, QMG of the Irish army, authorised the payment of £10,000 to FitzGerald for the

purchase of Hotchkiss machine guns, rifles and revolvers. FitzGerald and White then entered

252 Telegram, Andy Cope to Lionel Curtis, 7.34 a.m., 28 June 1922 (TNA, CO 906/21)

253 Telegram, Winston Churchill to Andy Cope, 12.30 p.m., 28 June 1922 (TNA, CO 906/21)

% Telegram, GHQ Ireland to War Office, 4.35 a.m., 2 July 1922 (TNA, CO 906/21)

253 Telegram, Andy Cope to Winston Churchill, 10.31 a.m., 2 July 1922 (TNA, CO 906/21)

36 Telegram, ibid., 10.53 p.m.; telegram Mark Sturgis to Andy Cope, 11.06 p.m., 29 July 1922 (TNA, CO
906/21)

27 Telegram, Loughnane to Mark Sturgis, 2.04 p.m.; telegram, Freeston to Loughnane, 3.50 p.m., 30 Aug. 1922
(TNA, CO 906/21)

S The Times, 24, 25 Nov., 10 Dec. 1920, 19 Jan. 1921; see p. 112 above
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into negotiations with Horace Soley. In August, they paid the company a deposit of £2,250
tor ten thousand rifles. That same month, they received five Hotchkiss guns. However,
Scotland Yard had learned of the men’s activities and seized the weapons.”’ In the autumn
and winter of 1922-23, FitzGerald continued to acquire munitions, mainly revolvers and
explosive chemicals, for the army. However, his activities soon ran into further controversy,
with Horace Soley threatening him with legal action due to unpaid bills. It later transpired
that FitzGerald had earned a large profit by charging the Irish army significantly higher prices
for the munitions than he himself had paid. Moreover, the quantity of munitions of which the
army had actually received delivery was less than that for which it had paid.**’

The uncovering of Frank FitzGerald’s clandestine gunrunning activities led the British
government to demand that the Irish authorities cease attempting to acquire munitions in such
a manner. Churchill proposed that the Provisional Government should, in the first instance,
apply to him for any munitions it required. He would then ascertain whether the British
government was in a position to fulfil the request. If so, the munitions would then be supplied
on credit, with payment to occur at a later date. If the British government was unable to meet
the request, the Provisional Government would be free to source their munitions elsewhere.
However, Churchill requested that he be kept informed of any orders placed with other
parties. The British were ‘endeavouring through our intelligence service to keep track of all
attempts on the part of the irregulars [i.e. the anti-treaty IRA] to purchase munitions in this

country or abroad,” he explained.

You will readily see that efforts of our agents are stultified, unless I am fully informed of all
transactions for which the Provisional Government is responsible. We cannot tell which is
which. We track an irregular order and find it backed by the Free State.”®’

The Provisional Government agreed to the new procedures and throughout the autumn and
winter of 1922 the army continued to receive supplies of munitions from the British, though
the total quantity is unknown.”®*

For the anti-treaty IRA, Liverpool continued to be the main port of despatch,

receiving munitions from Newcastle-upon-Tyne and London. On 15 March, the Newcastle

** 9Lionel Curtis to Winston Churchill, 25 Aug. 1922 (TNA, CO 739/6); Michael Farrell, ‘Frank FitzGerald
and the arms crisis of 1922” in Magill, vi, no. 6 (1983), pp 31-5

290 Farrell, ‘Frank FitzGerald and the arms crisis of 1922, pp 31-5; Epitome of the reports from the Committee
of Public Accounts on the appropriation accounts for the years 1922-23 to 1933-34, inclusive, and of the
minutes of the Minister for Finance thereon (Dublin, 1937), pp 160-65

2! Winston Churchill to William Cosgrave, 26 Sept. 1922 (TNA, CO 739/11)

262 William Cosgrave to Winston Churchill, 18 Oct. 1922 (TNA, CO 739/11); British cabinet conclusions, 22
Nov. 1922 (TNA, CAB 23/39)
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1.2% This would seem to indicate that the

men sent an amount of handguns to Liverpoo
munitions listed by the Tyneside men as being on hand the previous January may also have
been sent to Merseyside for despatch to Ireland.”** If so, then the munitions despatched to
Liverpool from Newcastle in early 1922 amounted to six machine guns, one Lee Enfield rifle,
sixty-three revolvers, thirty-nine automatics, 1,700 rounds of ammunition, 45 kg of gelignite,
one hundred sticks of gelignite, 214 detonators, 27.4 m of fuse, a Mills grenade, and other
miscellaneous equipment.”®’

In December 1922, the O/C London, William Aherne, told C/S Liam Lynch that £330
14s 4d had been spent on the purchase of munitions, probably over the previous couple of
months. An additional £224 had been run up in expenses associated with the procurement of
these armaments. The munitions amounted to two tonnes of potassium chlorate, 711.23 kg of
DNT, an explosive, 17,500 rounds of rifle and revolver ammunition, seven hundred sporting
cartridges, fifteen .45 revolvers, fifteen drums of putty, a one pound bar of peroxide, and a
three pound bar of ballistite. The majority of the munitions had been despatched to Ireland
with the help of a Merseyside merchant.”*® However, police seizures ensured that very few of
these munitions actually reached the IRA in Ireland.”®’

Joseph Robinson in Glasgow sent an unspecified amount of munitions to IRA
headquarters in the course of 1922, some of which were landed at Dundalk. He also sent

2% 1y October, a steamer out of

2,500 rounds of 9mm ammunition an IRA unit in Tipperary.
Glasgow was found in Sligo bay with an undisclosed quantity of munitions on board.?*’
Extant IRA correspondence for 1923 fails to specify the amount of munitions
despatched to Ireland. In January, the QMG wrote that he was happy to learn that ‘supply is
so good’.””" The Glasgow men continued to send materiel, during January at least.*”" In
February, an unspecified quantity of munitions was awaiting despatch from Liverpool. The
O/C hoped that the Limerick and Drogheda boats would collect them.?’* On 4 April, Liam

Lynch wrote that he was pleased that gunrunning was continuing in spite of the mass arrests

263 Untitled, undated memo, reprinted in Barrington, The Irish independence movement on Tyneside, p. 30
2% David Fitzgerald to D/P, 4 Jan. 1922, reprinted in ibid., pp 28-9

a9 Untitled, undated memo; David Fitzgerald to D/P, 4 Jan. 1922, both reprinted in ibid., pp 28-30

266 0/C London to C/S, 8 Dec. 1922 (TNA, HO 144/3746)

27 C/S to O/C Britain, 30 Jan. 1923 (TNA, HO 144/3746)

268 0/C Scotland to O/C Britain, 27 Feb. 1923 (TNA, HO 144/3746)

29 The Times, 7 Oct. 1922

70 QMG to O/C Britain, 17 Jan. 1923 (TNA, HO 144/3746)

' O/C Scotland to O/C Britain, 27 Feb. 1923 (TNA, HO 144/3746)

2. 0/C Liverpool to O/C Britain, 7 Feb. 1923 (TNA, HO 144/3746)
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and deportations of the previous month.*” Six days later, Lynch died from wounds suffered
during a fire fight with Free State troops on the Knockmealdown mountains in county
Tipperary. The IRA dumped arms the following month.?"™

The surviving sources, then, would seem to indicate that at least 124 firearms,
consisting of six machine guns, one rifle, and 117 handguns, were sent to Ireland during the
post-treaty and civil war period. Also despatched were 21,700 rounds of ammunition and
959.45 kg of explosives.

Overall then, to the extent that the sources specify the amounts and types of munitions
sent to Ireland via Liverpool, the four-year period from June 1919 to May 1923 saw thirty-
three machine guns, seventy-two rifles, 519 handguns, 58,338 rounds of ammunition, and
almost 1.55 tons of explosives procured in Britain and elsewhere and sent across the Irish
Sea.

These figures, tentative as they are, do not represent the total amount of gunrunning in
Britain during the war of independence and civil war. As the conflict continued, the British
police began to intercept and seize munitions destined for Ireland.””® Moreover, some IRA
men engaged in gunrunning outside the official channels of the IRA and IRB. Provincial
units were often dissatisfied with the quantity of supplies they received from headquarters in
Dublin. Michael Brennan made a number of trips to GHQ in order to plead for weapons. All
he received, however, was ‘a few revolvers occasionally’. He never received any rifles. This
caused great resentment among the Volunteers in Clare.”’® Many provincial units believed
that Michael Collins, a Cork man, deliberately favoured his own county in terms of rifle
distribution. To some extent, their suspicions were correct. In March 1921, a GHQ staff
memo noted that the counties of Cork, Kerry, Limerick, and Tipperary constituted the ‘War
Zone’, the area in Ireland where the Volunteers and Crown forces clashed most frequently.
Hence, the IRA in this area was ‘entitled to supplies of all kinds and must be kept munitioned

277 Even so, the IRA in Cork often found itself short of munitions.

[sic] as fully as possible’.
O’Callaghan states that GHQ was of ‘limited assistance<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>