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	Abstract Title
	The KISS Study: The Context and Implications of Concealed Pregnancy


Abstract (maximum 300 words)
	Background: 
The KISS Study is being undertaken to understand the processes involved in Concealed Pregnancy. This paper will present the context and background to the KISS study and the implications of concealed pregnancy. The paper will present a review of the literature in relation to maternal and neonatal morbidity and mortality associated with concealed pregnancy. Concealed pregnancy is a significant public health issue and represents a real challenge to health and social care practitioners.
Aim and objectives: 
The paper aims to highlight the importance of concealed pregnancy and its’ implications for women, babies and indeed society.
Methods: 
A review of the literature in relation to the maternal and neonatal morbidity and mortality associated with concealed pregnancy will be presented.
Analysis and Results:
There are significant implications in relation to concealed pregnancy and maternal and neonatal outcomes.   Risks of concealment to the mother include an absence of/ inadequate antenatal care, unassisted birth, unprepared for childbirth, poor adaptation postpartum, emotional distress, obstetric complications or maternal death. Risks for the infant include failure to detect anomalies amenable to treatment, low birth weight, SGA, birth injuries and admission to NICU. Newborn abandonment, infanticide and neonaticide are closely associated with concealed pregnancy. The impact of concealment on attachment is unknown. Recurrence of concealed pregnancy may be a feature.
Recommendations: 
More research is urgently required in relation to concealed pregnancy to fully understand the extent of the problem it presents. Understanding the concept of concealed pregnancy is important for developing research, policy responses and services for women and babies. 
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