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SUMMARY

This thesis explores the organisation of Irish cathedral chapters and places them
within the wider European context of medieval cathedral studies. As the seat of
the bishop, cathedrals were the focal point in every diocese and the most
important churches outside of Rome. The objective is not to produce a history of
the liturgical life of the cathedral, but rather a study of the cogs on which the
machinery of the cathedral turned — its chapter. Therefore the aim of this thesis
is to examine the morphology of Irish cathedral chapters from the Synod of Raith

Bressail in 1111 to the dawn of the Great Western Schism in 1378.

Two central research questions will shape the direction of this study. Firstly, to
what extent do Irish chapters mirror the ‘four-pillars’ paradigm of those in
England and continental Europe? This prosopographical profiling highlights any
patterns and inconsistencies between the ecclesia inter Hibernicos and the
ecclesia inter Anglicos. Having anatomised the development of cathedral
churches, this thesis explores how these varied and diffuse institutions
functioned. It establishes the structures and internal hierarchies of the cathedral
chapters in Ireland and their relationship with their bishop. In a comparative
capacity it draws on existing studies of English and European cathedral structures
to determine the extent to which the Irish church conformed to or deviated from

either.

The second research question centres on identity and the two-nations theory
popularised by Professor J.A. Watt in the 1970s. What this thesis will show is that
the simple ‘two-nations’ description must be tangled and further complicated to
allow for the differing shadings that are apparent when one looks at the makeup
of the church personnel in this period. It will look at the movement of clerics and
bishops, the value of their benefices and the paths to an episcopal seat. A
number of case studies provide a forum for arguments which challenge the

simplicity of this theory, the extent of the Anglo-Norman participation in the



development of the four-pillars model and the partisan attitude of the crown
towards the indigenous people. The cathedral chapter of Ferns, for example, was
mostly likely initiated by an Irishman and not by one of the newly settled English.
Moreover, this particular Irishman was even favoured by the crown for the see

of Ferns.

The twelfth century European-wide reform movement sought to introduce a
more centralised, uniform church. On a national level, this was fostered through
the hierarchical church, specifically the cathedrals. Papal provision, part of the
pope’s plenitudo potestatis, empowered him to elect and transfer bishops, move
seats and redefine boundaries. However, as the staple commodity of a cathedral
church, the right to benefices and prebends was fraught with contentions. If the
crown opposed a candidate put forward by the chapter, the appellate capacity of
the pope could be used. The burgeoning supremacy of the pope and the unease
this engendered in the secular authorities manifested itself in the episodes of the
Great Western Schism. In England this was channelled through Statutes of
Provisors and Praemunire (1353-93), seriously curtailing the machinery of papal
governance in English courts. This affront to papal authority, reinforced by the
Statutes of Kilkenny (1366), which set down the king’s right to vacant benefices,
thus deprived the papacy of its efficacy. This secular muscle flexing, on the eve of
the schism, illustrates the growing external tensions which directly impacted on

the machinery of the cathedral churches of Ireland.

Evidently there is a need for a history of Irish cathedrals. Over the last half-
century or so, the cathedral communities of medieval England have been the
focus of a number of scholarly enquiries. Initiated by the pioneering efforts of
Kathleen Edwards in 1949, the study of English cathedrals has continued to ignite
the passion of scholars from many disciplines. Unfortunately, this enthusiasm
has been slow to gather momentum in Ireland. Nevertheless, this thesis would

not be possible but for the efforts of earlier Irish scholars. It will, it is hoped, be a



timely reconsideration of the work of Professor John Watt, undertaken almost
fifty years ago, just as Professor Flanagan’s recent study of the Irish church in the

twelfth century revised the landmark initial researches of Aubrey Gwynn.
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SIMPLE GLOSSARY *

Abbot
The title bestowed on the head or superior of an abbey.
Advowson
The right to present a member of the clergy to a particular benefice.
Annates
The first-fruits (the entire revenue of one year) paid to the pope by bishops
on their appointment to a see.
Archbishop
Metropolitans who have jurisdiction over an ecclesiastical province.
Archdeacon

A cleric with a defined administrative authority delegated to him by the
bishop in the whole or part of the diocese. The territory assigned to him is
known as an archdeaconry which bestows on him a territorial title.

Benefice

The original meaning is a grant of land (beneficium) for life as a reward for
services. A Benefice refers to a church endowed with revenue for the
performance of divine service. The holder of a benefice is usually called the
incumbent.

Bishop
The highest order of ministers in the church.

Canon
(1) The term canon originally referred to a rule or decree of the church.

(2) A term usually applied to secular clergy belonging to a cathedral and
who ordered his life according to the canons of the church (secular
canons). Canons that follow the Rule of St Augustine are known as canons
regular.

Cantor

An official of the choir of the cathedral or large church, who leads the
liturgical music of the church. In English and Irish cathedrals he became

known as the precentor. His stall is on the north side of the choir stalls,
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opposite the dean.

Capitular
Relating to a cathedral chapter, e.g. capitular election.
Cathedral
The seat of the bishop. The chief church of a diocese where the bishop has
his throne and where the administration of the diocese is decided.
Chancel
An area within the main body of the church east of the nave.
Chancellor
The chancellor is one of the four principal dignitaries (dean, precentor,
chancellor, and treasurer). He was responsible for the cathedral school and

also the library. He sat on the eastern side of the choir, on the dean’s side.

Chapter
(1) A part of a monastic rule, as read daily in the chapter house of a
monastery.
(2) The assembly of the members of a monastery.
(3) The members of a religious house in a corporate sense.
(4) The body responsible for the government of a religious institution such
as a cathedral.

Clergy/cleric
The general name given to the body of ecclesiastics of the church, in
contradistinction to the laity.

Clerk
A term applied loosely to all clergy in minor orders.

Cure of souls
The spiritual charge or oversight of parishoners or lay people.

Deacon
The rank in the Christian ministry next below the presbyter (priest) and
bishop. They assist the priest in the divine service.

Dean

The most senior of the four pillars (dean, precentor, chancellor and
treasurer). The head of a cathedral chapter, he controls the services and

administration of the cathedral, largely independent of the bishop, to
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whom he ranks next. His seat is the chief stall in the choir, which is usually
at the west end of the southern side of the choir opposite the precentor.
Dignity
An office in a cathedral church, such as the dean, precentor, chancellor or
treasurer.
Dignitary
The holder of the dignity. For example, the person who holds the office of
dean, precentor, chancellor, treasurer, or archdeacon.
Diocese
The territorial unit of administration in the church.
Dispensation
A licence granted, usually by the pope, to do something otherwise
canonically illegal.
Erenagh (airchinnech)
A position in the Irish church. He was a hereditary tenant of church lands
and governor of the temporalities.
Four-pillars constitution
The four principal dignities in a cathedral chapter, consisting of the dean,
precentor, chancellor and treasurer. The term quite literally refers to their
seating position in the choir.
Monastic
Relating to an order which follows a rule.
Incumbent
The holder of an office in the cathedral church.
Installation
The formal induction of a canon or prebendary to a seat or stall in a
cathedral or collegiate church.
Postulant
One who is undergoing a preliminary stage of testing as a candidate for an

episcopal seat.
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Prebend and prebendary
A prebend is a benefice in a cathedral church, and a prebendary is a
member of the cathedral chapter who holds the benefice. The prebend
was supposed to supply (prebere) a living to the holder, and in the early
Middle Ages it became usual to divide up the endowment of the cathedral
into separate portions, one for each member of the chapter. In the late
eleventh and early twelfth century Germany, praebenda could be used to
mean the entire income of a secular or monastic community, after which
time it referred to the individual share of each canon in the revenue of the
church. In England, its meaning was the canon’s benefice with its material
appurtenances, in lands, tithes, churches, etc.

Precentor
One of the four principal dignitaries, dean, precentor, chancellor, and
treasurer. He is a member of the chapter who ranks next to the dean, and
commonly delegates his duties to a deputy known as the succentor. The
precentor is responsible for the choral services.

Prior
In a priory (the normal house of the Augustinian order) the head of the
convent in an abbey the second-in-command or a deputy head.

Proctor
In ecclesiastical terms, a proctor is one who acts on the appointment of the
bishops and as his representative.

Provision
Normally referring to papal provision, which is the pope’s right to appoint
an incumbent to a benefice.

Provisors and premunire (Statute of)

A series of royal statutes introduced to check the practice of papal
provision. The first (1351) laid down that the king and other lords should
present to benefices of their own and not the Bishop of Rome. The second
(1353) applied the penalty of premunire to any who sued in a foreign court

or did not accept a judgement in an English court. The third (1365) was a
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confirmation of the first. The fourth (1389) laid down that benefices
accepted contrary to the earlier statutes were void and forfeited, and
provided penalties for anyone enforcing a papal provision by legal process
or excommunication.

Provost
An officer in some cathedral churches and in collegiate churches. In some
of the earlier cathedral churches he was the head of the chapter, whereas
in certain Irish dioceses, he seemed to replace the chancellor. In collegiate
churches he was the head of the college of canons.
Official
Also known as the official principal. He was an officer appointed by the
bishop and entrusted to exercise his coercive jurisdiction.
Sacristan
An official who is responsible for the contents of the church, especially
those used in divine worship.
Secular clergy
Priests who are not ‘regular’, i.e who do not belong to a religious order.
Suffragan bishop
(1) Any bishop in relation to his archbishop or metropolitan.
(2) An assistant bishop appointed to help the bishop of a diocese.
Succentor
The deputy of the precentor. He is generally a minor canon.
Synod
A formal meeting (council) of bishops and representatives of churches
convened for the purposes of regulating doctrine or discipline.
Treasurer
One of the four principal dignitaries, dean, precentor, chancellor, and
treasurer. He is responsible for the safe keeping of the treasury, which
contained the valuables of the church, the chapter seal, the muniments, or

the diocesan taxes collected by the chapter.
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' The glossary is taken from the following texts: W.E. Addis, A catholic dictionary, containing
an account of the doctrine, discipline, rites, ceremonies, councils, and religious orders of the
catholic church (London, 1957); Julia Barrow, ‘Cathedrals, provosts and prebends: a comparison
of twelfth-century German and English practice’, Journal of Ecclesiastical History 37 (1986), 537—
8; Jerome Bertram, A simple glossary of Catholic terms (2009); F.L. Cross (ed.), The Oxford
dictionary of the Christian church (London, 1958); W.F. Hook & W.R.W. Stephens (eds), A church
dictionary: a practical manual of reference for clergymen and students 14th edn., (London, 1887);
R.E. Lantham, Medieval Latin word list from British and Irish sources (Oxford, repr. 1980);
Ferdinand Lot & Robert Fortier, Histoire des institutions Francaises au moyen age, tome trisieme
institutions ecclésiastiques (Paris, 1962); Gerald O’Collins & E.G. Farrugia, A concise dictionary of
theology, revised and expanded edition (Edinburgh, 2000); Oxford English Dictionary online,
www.oed.com; J.S. Purvis, Dictionary of ecclesiastical terms (Edinburgh, 1962); P. Torquebiau,
Dictionnaire de droit canonique: contenant tour les termes du droit canonique, avec un sommaire

de I'histoire et des institutions et de létat actuel de la discipline, tome Troisiéme (Paris, 1942).
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INTRODUCTION

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
THIs THESIS explores the foundation, organisation and structure of Irish cathedrals
in the later medieval period. It focuses on the body of clerics, known as chapters,
which managed these institutions, as well as examining the composition of the
Irish episcopate and its relationship to its cathedral chapter. In some ways this
thesis is an expansion of Professor John Watt's theory of the two-nations
dichotomy in the Irish church, as indeed any study of later medieval Ireland is,
because Ireland was a conflicted place, divided between the English colonists, on
the one hand, and the native Irish population on the other.! How this schism
between the two nations impacted on the composition of Irish cathedral
chapters and their diocesans is central to this investigation. Previously, historians
of medieval Ireland have tended towards the view that the conflict between the
two nations was inherent in the Irish church and, as the Middle Ages progressed,
ethnic tensions reverberated throughout. The following study will show that
whilst there was a division in lay society between the English of Ireland and the
Gaelic Irish, it was not to the fore within the church and that interaction between
the two communities was actually facilitated by the church.? For instance, Gilla
Crist Ua Mucarain, bishop of Louth (c. 1187-1193), witnessed the arrival in Uriel
of the English settlers. The numerous benefices, which he granted in his diocese
to the newcomers, demonstrated his acceptance and willingness to cooperate

with the new status quo.? One could also refer to the preferment by the crown

' J.A. Watt, The church and the two nations in medieval Ireland (Cambridge, 1970).

? A clear-cut division between the two nations is exemplified in the following works: Watt,
The church and the two nations, 173-97; Robin Frame, ‘“Les Engleys nee en Irlande”: the English
political identity in medieval Ireland’, Transactions of the Royal Historical Society 3 (1993), 83—
103, esp. 93, Katharine Simms, ‘The archbishops and Armagh and the O’Neills, 1347-1471’, IHS
19 (1974), 38-55, esp. 38.

P H. Lawlor, ‘A charter of Cristin bishop of Louth’, RIA Proc., C, 32 (1914-16), 28-40; Eric St
John Brooks, The Irish cartularies of Llanthony prima & secunda (Dublin, 1953), no. 9; Reg. St Thos
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of Ailbe Ua Mdel Muaid, to the archbishopric of Cashel in 1206 (chapter 4) as an
example of how ethnic tensions were not so important in the early days of the
colony as opposed to the more hardened attitudes of the fourteenth and
fifteenth centuries. Additionally, it will be shown that Gaelic Irish clerics
operated within the English areas of the lordship and sometimes beyond, in
England itself, in order to advance their career in the episcopate (chapters 3 &

4).

Nevertheless, outside of the church, the two-nations divide was a real challenge
and differences existed between the church in Gaelic Irish-controlled areas and
the church in the Lordship. The archdiocese of Armagh, for instance, was split
between the church inter Anglicos and the church inter Hibernicos.” This division
inadvertently reinforces the notion of a church existing between two nations, yet
it glosses over the complexity of the situation as a whole. Professor Watt was not

alone in promulgating the idea of a divided two nations as is evidenced in the

abbey, no. 314; Aubrey Gwynn, ‘Armagh and Louth in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries’,
Seanchas Ardmhaca 1/2 (1955), 17-38, esp. 23.

* On this point see Watt, The church and the two nations; idem, ‘Ecclesia inter Anglicos et
inter Hibernicos: confrontation and coexistence in the medieval diocese and province of Armagh’,
in J.F. Lydon (ed.), The English in medieval Ireland (Dublin, 1984), 46—64; idem ‘The church and
the two nations in late medieval Armagh’, in W.J. Sheils & Diana Woods (eds), The churches,
Ireland and the Irish (Oxford, 1989), 37-54; idem, ‘Gaelic polity and cultural identity’, in Art
Crosgrove (ed.) A new history of Ireland Il: medieval Ireland, 1169—-1534 (Oxford, 1987), 314-51,
esp. 340; Katherine Walsh, ‘The clerical estate in later medieval Ireland: alien settlement or
element of conciliation?’, in John Bradley (ed.) Settlement and society in medieval Ireland: studies
presented to F.X. Martin O.S.A. (Kilkenny, 1988), 361-77; eadem, ‘One church and two nations: a
uniquely Irish phenomenon?’, in David Loades & Katherine Walsh (eds), Faith and identity.
Christian political experience (Oxford, 1990), 81-98. For Armagh and the church inter Hibernicos
and inter Anglicos see the introduction to William Reeves, Acts of Archbishop Colton in his
metropolitan visitation in the diocese of Derry (Dublin, 1850), esp. xiii—xiv. See also Aubrey
Gwynn, The medieval province of Armagh, 1470-1545 (Dundalk, 1946); idem, ‘Armagh and
Louth’, 17-37.
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historiography — Aubrey Gwynn and Canice Mooney were equally convinced.’
Mooney’s anachronistic perspective saw the Gaelic Irish church as backward and
not in step with continental developments. In my opinion, rather than promoting
an ethnic divide, the church was burdened by the unsuccessful attempts of a

secular government to enforce a divide.

Attempts to hamper the promotion of Irish clerics to high ecclesiastical positions
occurred throughout the period in question. In 1217, a mandate by the regency
government ordered the justiciar (Geoffrey de Marisco) not to permit the
election of native Irishmen to cathedral churches. Again, in 1285, government
advised the church hierarchy that no Irishman should be made archbishop or
bishop. The colonial government remained steadfast in its exclusion of Irishmen
from ecclesiastical offices when it produced a mandate in the sixth year of the
reign of Edward Il (1312-13), which proclaimed:

for various causes we have established that no mere Irishman shall be
admitted in religion amongst the English in a land of [the king’s] peace or in
... parts of Ireland on account of the discords frequently arising between
such English and Irish.°

In 1360 and again in 1361 the government introduced statutes allowing loyal

Irishmen to live peacefully among the English.” Five years later, in 1366, the
Statutes of Kilkenny were issued which had a markedly different tone.? These

statutes, incorporating the language of the previous rulings, went a step further

> Aubrey Gwynn, Anglo-Irish church life in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries (Dublin,
1968); idem, The medieval province of Armagh; Canice Mooney, The church in Gaelic Ireland:
thirteenth to fifteenth centuries (Dublin, 1969).

® See J.F. Ferguson, ‘The “mere English” and the “mere Irish”’, Transactions of the Kilkenny
Archaeological Society, 1 (1850-51), 508—12.

7 Stat. Ire. John to Henry V., 273 (3 Hen. Il), 420 (25 Ed. Il1), 435 (40 Ed. Ill), 445 (40 Ed. IIl), 481
(4 Richard Il).

® G.J. Hand, ‘The forgotten Statutes of Kilkenny: a brief survey’, Irish Jurist 1/2 (1966), 299—
312; Peter Crooks, ““Hobbes”, “dogs” and politics in the Ireland of Lionel of Antwerp, c. 1361-6’,
Haskins Society Journal 16 (2005), 138-44; David Green, ‘The Statute of Kilkenny (1366):
legislation and the state’, Journal of Historical Sociology 27/2 (2014), 236-62.
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in banning the Irish from joining religious houses and stipulating that beneficed
persons must speak English. These policies were only ever partially enforced,
undermining their effectiveness as a whole. In addition to this, the efforts of the
government to exclude Irishmen from religious offices were not endorsed, or

encouraged, by the papacy who tried to rule the church with an even hand.

Successive popes were cautious when it came to Irish affairs and they tended to
intervene only when ethnic tensions interfered with church matters. In 1381-2 a
delegation of Anglo-Irish clergymen petitioned Urban VI (1378-89) that the
bishops in Ireland should be able to speak English. Urban refused to support the
petition although none of the ‘politically difficult bishops” were appointed to Irish
sees after this date.” There are two famous papal provisions in 1400 and 1401,
which illustrate that the papacy did not endorse racial prohibition. Both concern
the racially exclusive St Mary’s Cistercian abbey of Granard in the diocese of
Ardagh. Hence, the statutes of the abbey prohibited Irishmen from entering the
religious house. Because of this the pope was compelled to order the bishop of
Ardagh to facilitate the acceptance of Maurice Olloran into the Cistercian abbey,
and a year later of Adam Margatyre, ‘notwithstanding their statutes, especially
those which provide that none but an Englishman can be so received’.™
Circumstances such as these are rare yet they could give the false impression
that the church in Ireland was fiercely segregated, in spite of the fact that there
are only a handful of such cases reported in the records. Moreover, papal
provisions prove that the papacy did not discriminate on ethnic grounds in its
collations to benefices. In some cases it had to intervene to find a ‘happy

medium’ between the two nations as is evident in the appointments of Albert of

2 A Watt, ‘The papacy and Ireland in the fifteenth century’, in Barrie Dobson (ed.), Church,
politics and patronage in the fifteenth century (Gloucester, 1984), 140.
el papal letters 1396—-1404, 331, 346.
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Cologne (Suerbeer) and his successor Reginald of Bologna to the archbishopric of

Armagh.'!

The origins and evolution of Irish cathedral chapters are underpinned by
developments across Latin Christendom, where in the seventh century, Bishop
Chrodegang of Metz first introduced communal living for the secular canons at
his cathedral (chapter 1)."” The Norman conquest of England transformed the
Anglo-Saxon church both architecturally (through the vast financial resources of
the Normans) and ideologically so that, in its aftermath, the cathedrals of
England were comparable to their continental European counterparts.” In
Ireland the transformation occurred at a much slower pace during the long
twelfth century and was instigated by native bishops but with the involvement of
two foreign archbishops of Canterbury — Lanfranc (1070-89) and Anselm (1089—
93)."

" For Albert of Cologne, see Patrick Conlan, ‘Albrecht Suerbeer, archbishop of Armagh:
“Albrecht the German”’, Seanchas Ardmhacha 20/1 (2004), 19-23; M.T. Flanagan, "Suerbeer,
Albert (Albertus, Albrecht)", in James McGuire & James Quinn (eds), Dictionary of Irish Biography
(Cambridge, 2009), (http://dib.cambridge.org/viewReadPage.do?articleld=a8368). By comparison
very little has been written about Reginald of Bologna. See M.H. Maclnerny, A history of the Irish
Dominicans: from original sources and unpublished records, vol 1 (Irish Dominican bishops, 1224—
1307) (Dublin, 1916), 66-131.

L Chrodegang of Metz and his ideas on communal living are detailed in Jerome Bertram’s,
The Chrodegang rules: the rules for the common life of the secular clergy from the eighth and
ninth centuries. Critical texts with translations and commentary (Aldershot, 2005); see also idem,
Vita communis: the common life of the secular clergy (Gloucester, 2009).

2 still the best text on the evolution of the secular cathedral chapters in England is Kathleen
Edwards, The English secular cathedrals in the Middle Ages. A constitutional study with special
reference to the fourteenth century (Manchester, 1967).

" For Lanfranc see The letters of Lanfranc, archbishop of Canterbury, eds & trans. Helen
Clover & Margaret Gibson (Oxford, 1979); Aubrey Gwynn, ‘Lanfranc and the Irish church’, IER 58
(1941), 1-15; IER 58 (1941), 97-109; M.T. Flanagan, The transformation of the Irish church in the
twelfth and thirteenth centuries (Woodbridge, 2010), 31-2, 39-41, 208-9. For Anselm’s
involvement see Aubrey Gwynn, ‘St Anselm and the Irish church’, IER 59 (1942), 1-14; John
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The formation of Irish cathedral chapters and their adoption of the four-square
pillars design, which reflected the seating arrangements of the four principal
dignities in the cathedral choir,’ evolved over much of the thirteenth century.
Even so, not all of the Irish cathedrals conformed to the standard pattern and, as
will be discussed, provincial trends prevailed (chapter 2). Patterns in office-
holding which have up till now been regarded as distinctly Irish will be shown to
have similarities with some of the cathedrals of continental Europe. The
introduction of cathedral dignities into Irish cathedrals is considered in relation
to the ethnic divide of the Anglo-Norman colonists, on the one hand, and the
native Irish clergymen on the other. The prevailing view that the first English
bishops of Irish dioceses precipitated the introduction of Englishmen into
cathedral chapters as part of the anglicisation process is challenged and an

alternate view is presented (chapter 2.3).

The monastic cathedral was a rarity across Latin Christendom and usually
considered an English phenomenon. Ireland, however, had three: Christ Church
cathedral in Dublin, St Patrick’s cathedral in Downpatrick and SS Peter and Paul’s
cathedral at Newtown Trim. Much ink has been spilt on the history of Christ
Church, more so than any other Irish medieval cathedral. Downpatrick has also
received its fair share of academic attention but Newtown Trim has remained
elusive, until now. Since they were dictated by a rule, monastic cathedrals were
governed differently from their secular counterparts. Due to their minority on
the Irish ecclesiastical stage, the monastic cathedrals are not the main focus of

this study; nevertheless they merit an explanation (chapter 3).

Fleming, Gille of Limerick (c.1070 —1145): architect of a medieval church (Dublin, 2001), esp. 96—
7; Martin Holland, ‘Dublin and the reform of the Irish church in the eleventh and twelfth
centuries’, Peritia 14 (2000), 111-60; The transformation of the Irish church, esp. 45-54.

¥ The four-square pillars constitution is explained more extensively in chapter one and is

defined in the glossary, xix.
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By the fourteenth century, secular Irish cathedral chapters largely resembled
those found across the Christian world in that they were managed by a group of
clerics, which was headed up by an archdeacon and a dean and a number of
other named dignities. Nevertheless, a number of events, both local and
international, occurred over the century, which had the potential to dramatically
alter the composition of Ireland’s cathedral clergy (chapter 4). The Bruce
invasion ignited a Gaelic resurgence, which incited widespread division between
the two nations.'® Internationally, the plague epidemic led to universal
population decline and opened up the possibility of social and geographic
mobility on a scale never before experienced.'” A large number of settler clergy
returned to England where more prosperous positions awaited them, whilst
numbers of Gaelic Irish clergy began operating in the Leinster region and other

s 18
English-controlled areas.

Against the background of these events, the ethnic origins of the cathedral clergy
as a class are ascertained, as far as is possible. This prosopographical study will
show that during this period there was a sharp rise in the number of
dispensations granted by the Pope, particularly for illegitimate sons who would
otherwise have been excluded from an ecclesiastical career. The extent of family
monopolies of ecclesiastical benefices, particularly in the western dioceses, was
not as great as one might assume. Indeed the old hereditary lineages in the Irish
church, whilst not as popular as they had once been, continued into the
fourteenth and even fifteenth centuries. Yet illegitimate clergymen and family
monopolies were not characteristics distinct to the Irish church: remnants
existed in the English and continental churches too. The fourth chapter also

explores potential career paths to the episcopate — the holders of which dignities

'® The collection of essays edited by Sean Duffy is perhaps the most comprehensive text on
the subject. See Sean Duffy (ed.), Robert the Bruce’s Irish wars: the invasions of Ireland 1306-
1329 (Stroud, 2002).

' Maria Kelly, A history of the Black Death in Ireland (Stroud, 2001).

1 Virginia Davis, ‘Irish clergy in late medieval England’, /IHS 32/126 (Nov., 2000), 152—7.
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were most likely to be promoted to an episcopal see? Were there provincial
trends? And were these reflections of widespread trends across the Latin
church? The disparity of monetary values of dignities across the four provinces is
used to assess the variances between the church in Gaelic Ireland and the church
in the colony, with some surprising results (appendix 1). The last section seeks to
comprehend the educational requirements for cathedral canons and the level of
education amongst this class. Very little is known about education in the
cathedral schools of Ireland and many clerics who aspired to positions in the
church hierarchy travelled abroad to study at some of the famous universities,
such as Paris, Oxford or Cambridge, because, in Ireland (apart from one aborted

fourteenth-century experiment), a university was not established until 1592.

A study of the organisation and administration of the cathedrals of medieval
Ireland is not complete without a corresponding study of the bishops under
whose management the cathedrals existed. The composition of the episcopate
and the patterns of appointments to dioceses do not necessarily correspond with
the composition of cathedral chapters. Although blighted by the two-nations
divide (for example, after Lorcan Ua Tuathail, only those of Anglo-Norman
descent ever ruled in the archdiocese of Dublin), methods of episcopal
appointment were very much in tune with the rest of Latin Christendom. For
instance, the fourteenth century saw a sharp rise in the number of papal
provisions, which is reflected across the Roman church. The numbers of monk
bishops and careerist bishops are also investigated where diocesan and
provincial trends are examined with a view to understanding the composition of

the Irish episcopate more fully.

The Synod of Raith Bressail (1111) is a landmark date since it was the first

reforming council to address Irish diocesan structures and the organisation of
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the hierarchical church.”® The Great Western Schism (1378) marks the cut-off
date for this thesis. It was chosen because it is an important date in the history of
the medieval church and so corresponds with the opening date of 1111. More
importantly, however, the schism divided the whole of Latin Christendom, and
threatened the very existence of the Latin church. In Ireland, it served to deepen
the cultural divide between the two nations, which is evidenced in the routine

life of cathedral chapters.

Noticeably absent from this thesis is an architectural or archaeological appraisal
of the cathedral churches of Ireland. An understanding of the organisation and
the mechanisms by which Irish cathedral churches were governed does not
depend on the architectural style, which awaits its own independent study. What
this thesis will demonstrate is that the development of Irish cathedral chapters
was in line with the rest of Latin Christendom and that native Irish clergymen
were the architects of the four-pillars model in ireland. It will further
demonstrate the differences between the provinces, particularly in terms of the
two-nations divide. It will also show that while the cultural and ethnic divide so
inherent in Irish society — on a local, island-wide and even supra-national level —
at times over-spilled into church matters, overall, the church endorsed a more

amicable interaction between the two ethnicities.

HISTORIOGRAPHY AND GUIDE TO SOURCES
Primary sources
In contrast to their English, or even continental European, counterparts, the
records of the Irish medieval cathedral chapters are lamentably sparse. All
historians of medieval Irish history deplore the destruction wreaked in 1922 on

the records of the administration, which were held in the public records office in

¥ Two of the most prominent modern works on the topic are: The transformation of the Irish
church; Colman Etchingham, ‘Episcopal hierarchy in Connacht and Tairdelbach Ua Conchobair’,

JGAHS 52 (2000), 13-29.
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the Four Courts.”’ This was not the first time such an incident had occurred. In
1630, King Charles | lamented that due to the rebellions, the ‘ancient records and
charters concerning the dean and chapter of the cathedral church of St Patrick of
Armagh, have been lost, burned or defaced’.?! The task of the historian has been
to find alternative methods of piecing together Ireland’s lost his'cory.22 The
recently launched CIRCLE database is one of the alternative resources to be
employed in this thesis. It has reconstructed the documents of the medieval Irish
chancery. This arduous task is no less significant for the ecclesiastical historian. In
fact, the former editor of the Calendar of papal registers relating to Great Britain
and Ireland, Dr Michael Haren, has said that ‘more than most historiography,
that of the late medieval Irish church (because it is still at such a pioneering
stage) is jigsaw-like and one new piece can be crucial either in providing or

upsetting a framework’.”

The immense source material available for English cathedrals, such as the
audited accounts of the chapter, the chapter act books, the episcopal registers
and formularies, are simply not available for Irish cathedrals where primary
sources are at best scant, and at worst non-existent.”* Nevertheless, we can still

piece together some of the histories of these institutions. Many of the surviving

%% See Peter Crooks (ed.), CIRCLE, https://chancery.tcd.ie/content/destruction-irish-chancery-
rolls-1304-1922 for a general background to the destruction of the public records in 1922.

*! Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Chas I, ed. J. Morrin (Dublin, 1864), 565.

*? philomena Connolly, Medieval record sources (Dublin, 2002).

2 Michael Haren, ‘Social structures of the Irish church: a new source in papal penitentiary
dispensations for illegitimacy’, in Herasgegeben von Ludwig Schmugge & Mitarbeit von Béatrice
Wiggenhauser (eds), lllegitimitdt im spdtmittelalter (Minchen, 1994), 207-26, at 209.

** For information on cathedral monographs in England see Eric Fernie, ‘The cathedral
monograph’ in Janet Backhouse (ed.), The medieval English cathedral. Papers in honour of
Pamela Tudor-Craig. Proceedings of the 1998 Harlaxton Symposium (Donnington, 2003), 52-55.
For a survey of the source material for English cathedrals see Diana Greenway, ‘Cathedral clergy
in England and Wales: Fasti ecclesiae Anglicanae’, Medieval Prosopography 1 (1980), 15-22, at
16-7.
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materials of both secular and ecclesiastical government — of Irish, English and
papal origin — have been transcribed and published in calendars. Although
meagre, diocesan registers and, in some cases, charters from ecclesiastical
houses have survived. This does not necessarily mean that such records include
data on cathedral appointments. In fact, detailed information on cathedral
appointments is most rare. Remarkably, a considerable set of episcopal acta
from the registers of the archbishops of Armagh has survived.” The two Dublin
cathedrals (St Patrick’s and Christ Church) are by far the best-served cathedrals
in terms of primary source materials, many of which have been edited or
calendared.”® The Dignitas decani of St Patrick’s, an early sixteenth-century
register, has transcripts of earlier deeds and documents from the twelfth century
on. Christ Church has the best profile, with two surviving registers, Liber niger
(fourteenth century) and Liber albus (sixteenth century), both containing copies

of earlier documents; the Book of obits, which comprises the anniversaries of the

® D.A. Chart (ed.), The register of John Swayne, archbishop of Armagh and primate of Ireland,
1418-39 (Belfast, 1935); H.W. Love (ed.), The records of the archbishops of Armagh, being an
indexed catalogue of manuscripts, documents and books in the archiepiscopal registry of Armagh
(Dundalk, 1965); W.G.H. Quigley & E.F.D. Roberts (eds), Registrum Johannis Mey: the register of
John Mey, archbishop of Armagh, 14431456 (Belfast, 1972); Brendan Smith (ed.), The register of
Milo Sweteman, archbishop of Armagh, 1361-1380 (Dublin, 1996), M.A. Sughi (ed.), Registrum
Octaviani, alias liber niger: the register of Octavian de Palatio, archbishop of Armagh, 1478-1513
2 vols (Dublin, 1999); Brendan Smith (ed.), The register of Nicholas Fleming: archbishop of
Armagh 1404-1416 (Dublin, 2003).

® H.F. Berry (ed.), Register of wills and inventories of the diocese of Dublin in the time of
archbishops Tregury and Walton, 1457-1483 from the original manuscript in the library of Trinity
College, Dublin (Dublin, 1898); H.J. Lawlor (ed.), A calendar of the liber niger and liber albus of
Christ Church, Dublin (Dublin, 1908); N.B. White (ed.), ‘The reportorium viride of John Alen,
archbishop of Dublin, 1533, Anal. Hib. 10 (Jul., 1941), 171, 173-222; idem, Dignitas decani; A.
Coleman (ed.), ‘Obligationes pro annatis diocesis Dublinensis, 1421-1520’, Archiv. Hib. 2 (1913),
1-37, 39-72.
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deceased cathedral clergy and a list of the relics of the cathedral.’’ The
archbishops’ registers, Crede mihi and the Liber niger Alani, which contain
documents from the thirteenth century on, have likewise been, respectively,
edited and calendared.”® For the diocese of Ossory there is the fourteenth-
century Red book of Ossory,29 preserved in the Ossory diocesan archives at
Kilkenny, but edited and printed by H.J. Lawlor and latterly digitised by the
Representative Church Body Library in 2008. Limerick benefits from the
fourteenth-century Black book of Limerick,*® which Geoffrey Hand pointed out
has a copied charter for the cathedral chapter dating to 1205, during Bishop
Donatus’s episcopate.’’ As Hand showed with Limerick, many of the registers
have material copied from earlier documents; containing information relating to
the rights of the bishop, the administration of his episcopacy, papal bulls, royal

. . i e Tete 32 .
grants, appointments, resignations, and disciplinary measures.” There is an

%7 ).C. Crosthwaite (ed.), The book of obits and martyrology of the cathedral church of Holy
Trinity, commonly called Christ Church, Dublin (Dublin, 1844). The manuscript is preserved in
Trinity College Archive.

%% ).T. Gilbert (ed.), ‘Crede mihi’: The most ancient register book of the archbishops of Dublin
before the Reformation now for the first time printed from the original manuscript (Dublin, 1897);
Charles McNeill (ed.), Calendar of archbishop Alen’s register, c. 1172—1534, prepared and edited
from the original in the registry of the United Dioceses of Dublin and Glendalough and Kildare by
Charles McNeill; with an index compiled by Liam Price (Dublin, 1950).

* H.J. Lawlor (ed.), ‘Calendar of the liber ruber of the diocese of Ossory’, RIA Proc. 27 (1908),
159-208. The book contains transcrupts of documents relating to the diocese between the
thirteenth and sixteenth centuries.

* James MacCaffrey (ed.), The black book of Limerick, with introduction and notes (Dublin,
1907).

el Hand, ‘The medieval chapter of St Mary’s cathedral, Limerick’, in J.A. Watt, J.B. Morrall
& F.X. Martin (eds), Medieval studies presented to Aubrey Gwynn, S.J. (Dublin, 1961), 75.

*> Raymond Refaussé, Church of Ireland records (Maynooth research guides for Irish local

history 2) (Dublin, 2006), 20.
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extensive record of fifteenth-century annates (diocesan valuations), which have

been calendared and printed in the journal Archivium Hibernicum.*

The principal primary source for this thesis is the multi-volume series of Calendar
of papal letters (20 volumes published to date). The papal calendars contain an
abundance of information regarding the dioceses, the cathedrals, and the church
in Ireland as a whole. Furthermore, Augustus Theiner’s calendared edition of
materials in the Vatican archives relating to Ireland has numerous references to
Irish cathedrals from the thirteenth century.*® The records of the English and
Irish administration, although of more limited value, have helped to fill in gaps
left by the ecclesiastical records. Naturally these records are of greater use for
the churches within the Lordship, where the king’s writ extended. They contain
licences to elect, information regarding episcopal vacancies, and letters and
documents which correspond with those of the papal administration. The CIRCLE
database has been a great advantage when lacunae occur in the ecclesiastical

records.

During the reign of Richard Il (1377-99), administrative changes took place at
Westminster, which saw entries regarding Irish matters less frequently recorded
in the English patent and close rolls. The annates of the fifteenth century would
have been an invaluable source of information had they been enforced in Ireland
during the early period. Record keeping, by English standards, was under-

developed and Michael Haren added the caveat that whilst later destruction of

* So far sixteen dioceses have been printed in Archiv. Hib.: ‘Obligationes pro annatis’: Dublin,
Kildare 2 (1913); Killaloe, Limerick 10 (1943); Lismore, Waterford 12 (1946); Ferns 18 (1955);
Ossory 20 (1957); Ardfert, Clonfert 21 (1958); Elphin 22 (1959); Cloyne 24 (1961); Tuam 26
(1963); Cashel, Emly 28 (1966); Cork, Ross 29 (1970).

# Augustin Theiner, Vetera monumenta Hibernorum et Scotorum historiam illustrantia quae
ex Vaticani, Neapolis ac Florentiae tabulariis depromsit et ordine chronologico disposuit (Old
Memorials illustrating the history of the Irish and Scots taken from the Vatican, Neapolitan and

Florentine archives and arranged chronologically (Rome, 1864).
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the records is the predominant reason why Ireland suffers from a lack of archival
documents, another source, which cannot be ignored, is the contemporary
neglect of record-keeping. As an example of such neglect Haren cites the register
of the bishop of Meath. One could assume that Meath, a diocese well within the
royal government’s sphere of influence, was at the forefront of administrative
developments, following the example set by English contemporaries. However,
the fourteenth-century register of the diocese was in such a bad state that it was

illegible, even in its own time.*

The approach of the medieval Irish administration to record keeping was careless
as was observed by one sixteenth-century commentator:

there is noe Parliament records here but a fewe and those sithence the
time of H. 6, remaining in the Mester of the Rolls office here (and not
elsewhere) to be founde, saveing for other records remaining with the
chiefe Remembranser, the Auditer and Surveyor, concerning her Majesties
revenues and casualties only, and some fewe in the office of chiefe plase.*®

In terms of the western dioceses, for which material is rather lean, the thesis
benefits from the many annals and genealogical tracts, as well as from papal
records. The works of later antiquarians and collectors of manuscripts have also
been of immense help in filling in lost details. For instance, Sir James Ware, an
avid collector of manuscripts, produced eleven significant historical volumes
drawing on an array of sources. He paid particular attention to episcopal
succession, producing Archiepiscoporum cassiliensium et Tuamensium vitae in

1626, followed two years later by a catalogue of Leinster bishops. These works

3 Michael Haren, ‘Social structures of the Irish church’, 208; G.O. Sayles, ‘Ecclesiastical
process and the parsonage of Stabannon in 1351. A study of the medieval Irish church in action’,
RIA Proc. C, 4 (1952-3), 21.

* Advice and directions for summoning a Parliament in Ireland, written long since by a
learned anonymous lawyer, found amongst Mr. Selden’s Papers, MS. Bodley, Rawl. D., 922, ff.
53v-54, taken from M.V. Clarke, Medieval representation and consent. A study of early
parliaments in England and Ireland, with special reference to the modus tenendi parliamentum

(London, 1936), 36.



INTRODUCTION 15

were later amalgamated, with supplementary sources, when Ware produced his
greatest tome De praesulibus Hiberniae (1665), which detailed all the dioceses in
Ireland.’” Local sources and the work of antiquarians should not be
underestimated, many of whom transcribed and printed documents that are no
longer extant. The first significant history to be produced was Monck Mason’s
History and antiquities of the collegiate and cathedral church of St Patrick.*® The
value of Mason’s history lies in the appendices which, as G.J. Hand has remarked,
‘show the author patiently to have steeped himself in the original records of the
cathedral and the diocese, while the forty-six large pages of selected texts which
he appended display his accuracy and care in transcription’.39 Mason was an avid
chronicler, and his history of Christ Church, although never published, is housed
in the Manuscripts and Archives Research Library of Trinity College Dublin, along
with other documents appertaining to the provinces of Dublin, Armagh, Cashel
and Tuam.” Other nineteenth-century antiquarians, such as Michael James
Hardiman, John O’Donovan, Anthony Cogan and Michael Comerford quote
passages at length from original documents that have since disappeared or been

destroyed.41 More recently, historians are displaying an increasing interest in

" Sir James Ware, De praesulibus Hiberniae, commentarius, a prima gentis Hibernicae ad
fidem Christianum conversion, ad nostra usque tempora... (Dublin, 1665). Ware is best known for
the work printed posthumously, The antiquities and history of Ireland (Dublin, 1705).

* A manuscript version of Mason’s history is preserved in the Manuscripts & Archives
Research Library, Trinity College, Dublin, IE TCD MS 10529.

G, Hand, ‘The medieval chapter of St Patrick’s cathedral, Dublin, 1: the early period’,
Reportorium Novum 3/2 (1964), 229-48, at 230.

) Manuscript draft of the ‘History of the cathedral of the Holy Trinity, commonly called Christ
Church, from its foundation to the year 1809’, IE TCD MS 10530. ‘Extracts from ecclesiastical
records of the provinces of Dublin, Armagh, Cashel and Tuam (mostly medieaval to 17th c.) 5
vols, IE TCD MS 1782-6 (S. 2. 5-9).

“ see for example, Préinséas Ni Chathdin, Siobhan Fitzpatrick & H.B. Clarke (eds), Pathfinders
to the past: the antiquarian road to Irish historical writing, 1640-1960 (Dublin, 2012). James
Hardiman’s History of the town and country of the town of Galway from the earliest period to the
present time (Dublin, 1820), contains transcriptions of original documents, many of which no

longer exist. John O’Donovan produced the first fully translated edition of the Anndla Rioghachta
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local studies and there is a widespread enthusiasm (supported by the Irish
Manuscripts Commission) to disseminate printed versions of original

manuscripts.

Secondary sources
This thesis is influenced by the pursuit of academics in England where, over the

last half-century or so, the cathedral communities have been the focus of a
number of scholarly ventures. Initiated by the pioneering efforts of Kathleen
Edwards in 1949, the study of English cathedrals has continued to ignite the
passion of scholars from many disciplines. Unfortunately in Ireland this
enthusiasm has been slow to gather momentum, as there has been a tendency
towards insularity. Consequently, and indeed fortuitously, this thesis has been
stimulated and informed by the sheer abundance of scholarship from abroad.*

My research represents the first attempt to understand the formation of Irish

Eireann. Annals of the Kingdom of Ireland by the Four Masters, from the earliest period to the
year 1616. Edited from MSS in the Library of the Royal Irish Academy and of Trinity College Dublin
with a translation and copious notes 7 vols (Dublin, 1848-51). Anthony Cogan compiled a
diocesan history, The diocese of Meath, ancient and modern 3 vols (Dublin, 1862-70). Dr. Michael
Comerford, bishop of Kildare and Leighin, is best known for Collections relating to the dioceses of
Kildare and Leighlin 3 vols (Dublin, 1883-6).

*? See for instance, A.H. Thompson, The English clergy and their organisation in the later
Middle Ages, the Ford lectures for 1933 (Oxford, 1947); Edwards, The English secular cathedrals;
Diana Greenway, ‘Cathedral clergy in England and Wales: Fasti ecclesiae Anglicanae’, 15-22; Julia
Barrow, ‘Cathedrals, provosts and prebends: a comparison of twelfth century German and
English practice’, Journal of Ecclesiastical History 37 (1986), 536—67; David Lepine, ‘The origins
and careers of the canons of Exeter cathedral, 1300-1455’, in Christopher Harper Bill (ed.),
Religious belief and ecclesiastical careers in later medieval England. Proceedings of the
conference held at Strawberry Hill, Easter, 1989 (Woodbridge, 1991), 87-120; idem, A
brotherhood of canons serving God; M.). Pearson, ‘The creation and development of the St Asaph
cathedral chapter, 1141-1293’, Cambrian Medieval Celtic Studies 40 (2000), 35-56; idem, ‘The
creation of the Bangor cathedral chapter’, The Welsh Historical Review 20 (2000), 167-81; Julia
Barrow, Clergy in the medieval world: secular clerics, their families and careers in north-western

Europe, c. 800— c. 1200 (Cambridge, 2015).
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cathedrals as a class. It builds on the achievements of a small group of scholars
who have revised our understanding of the Irish church in the later medieval
period.* Since Monck Mason’s history of St Patrick’s cathedral in Dublin,
individual cathedrals and dioceses have been appraised, yet there has been no

examination of the cathedrals of Ireland as an aggregate.**

The closing remarks of Professor John Watt’s 1970 text The church and the two
nations in medieval Ireland refer to an island divided by two conflicting nationes
where:

the natural antagonisms of invaded and invader were never assuaged, this
endemic conflict, even when not itself the direct cause of dispute, was
always a poison to fester the sores of other frictions.*

In terms of the church, particularly the hierarchical church, the two-nations

theory would appear to fit the mould where, as we have seen, one could view

* The indefatigable efforts of earlier academics such as Aubrey Gwynn, G.J. Hand, Kathleen
Hughes and J.A. Watt are exemplified in the following works: G.J. Hand, ‘Medieval cathedral
chapters’, Proceedings of the Irish Catholic Historical Committee (1956), 11-14; Kathleen Hughes,
The church in early Irish society (London, 1966); G.J. Hand, The church in the English lordship
1216—1307 (Dublin, 1968); Aubrey Gwynn, The Irish church in the eleventh and twelfth centuries
(Dublin, repr., 1992); J.A. Watt, The church and the two nations in medieval Ireland (London,
1970); idem, The church in medieval Ireland (Dublin, 1972). Latterly, scholars such as M.T.
Flanagan and Colman Etchingham have acknowledged the contributions of their predecessors
and revisited their landmark texts. See for example Colman Etchingham, Church organisation in
Ireland AD 650 to 1000 (Maynooth, 1999); The transformation of the Irish church.

“ William Monk Mason, The history and antiquities of the collegiate and cathedral church of
St Patrick near Dublin (Dublin, 1820). The list of individual cathedral studies is far too long to
include in a footnote. Some of the more prominent publications are: Aubrey Gwynn, The
medieval province of Armagh; Aubrey Gwynn & Brian Gleeson, A history of the diocese of Killaloe
(Dublin, 1962); K.W. Nicholls, ‘Mediaeval Irish cathedral chapters’, Archiv. Hib. 31 (1973), 102-11;
J.A. Watt, ‘The medieval chapter of Armagh cathedral’, in David Abulafia, Michael Franklin & Miri
Rubin (eds), Church and city 1000-1500: essays in honour of Christopher Brooke (Cambridge,
1992), 219-48; Kenneth Milne (ed.), Christ Church cathedral, Dublin: a history (Dublin, 2000);
John Crawford & Raymond Gillespie (eds), St Patrick’s cathedral, Dublin: a history (Dublin, 2009);
Paul MacCotter, A history of the medieval diocese of Cloyne (Blackrock, 2013).

A Watt, The church and the two nations, 216.
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the archbishopric of Armagh, for instance, as deeply divided between the church
inter Hibernicos and the church inter Anglicos.*® This deep division, however, is
not as simple as may first appear and in many cases matters of the church took

precedence over any ethnic or cultural divide.

The outstanding inventory of medieval religious houses, produced by Aubrey
Gwynn and Neville Hadcock, furnished this thesis with a list of Irish cathedrals.”’
Indeed, their tremendous handbook has long been the first port of call for
scholars wishing to delve a little more deeply into the history of any of Ireland’s
medieval religious houses. Marie Therese Flanagan has praised the ‘inestimable
amount of valuable scholarship that went into Gwynn and Hadcock’s
compilation’.*® Nevertheless, the compilers are not without fault and their
inventory is long overdue an update. Many of their references rely on secondary
sources whose interpretations have since been queried by modern scholars.
Aubrey Gwynn’s contribution to the study of the church in medieval Ireland
remains fundamental for students of this period and even though modern

researchers have found flaws in some of his arguments, their value is

undisputed.”” Both Marie Therese Flanagan and Colman Etchingham made

* For other examples in J.A. Watt’s work, see ‘Ecclesias inter Anglicos et Hibernicos:
confrontation and coexistence in the medieval diocese and province of Armagh’, in James Lydon
(ed.), The English in medieval Ireland (Dublin, 1984), 46—64; idem ‘The medieval chapter of
Armagh cathedral’, 219-48.

Y Medieval religious houses Ire.

*® The transformation of the Irish church, 136-7.

* For instance, Donnchadh O Corrain and Katharine Simms have queried Gwynn’s belief that
the church reform was a good thing for Irish society. Donnchadh O Corrain, ‘Méel Muire Ua
Dunadin (1040-1117), reformer’, in Padraig de Brun et al. (eds), Folia Gadelica. Essays presented to
R.A. Breatnach (Cork, 1983), 47-53; idem, ‘The church and secular society’, L'Irlanda e gli
Irlandesi nell'alto Medioevo: Spoleta, 16-21 aprile 2009 (Spoleta, 2010), 261-321. Katharine
Simms, ‘Frontiers in the Irish church — regional and cultural’, in Robin Frame, Katharine Simms &
Terry Barry (eds), Colony and frontier in medieval Ireland. Essays presented to J.F. Lydon (London,

1995), 177-200. See also The transformation of the Irish church, xi.
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enormous advancements in the study of the church in Ireland on the eve of the
transformations of the twelfth century. Flanagan’s ground-breaking study The
transformation of the church in the twelfth century updates Kathleen Hughes’s
version of Irish church organisation in which the place of bishops was relegated
to being subordinate to that of abbots and in which the growth of monasticism
and hereditary lineages created a situation ripe for reform. Rather, Flanagan
champions the arguments of Richard Sharpe and indeed Colman Etchingham, to
the effect that the early church was a mix of an episcopal and monastic

hierarchy.50

This thesis is also indebted to the number of localised histories, which have been
produced on individual cathedral churches and dioceses.”® Without these
specialist works a broad study such as this would be considerably more difficult.
In particular, the multi-volume succession lists of Irish cathedral clergy by Canon
James B. Leslie have aided this study tremendously and provided a framework

for comparison with my own succession lists —rarely did the two lists diverge.*

The chronological period of this thesis is one of the more neglected phases in
Irish medieval church history. While works on the pre-twelfth century reform

church have become more widespread in recent decades so too have studies on

*® Colman Etchingham, Church organisation; The transformation of the Irish church; Richard
Sharpe, ‘Some problems concerning the organisation of the church in early medieval Ireland’,
Peritia 3 (1984), 230-70. See also Martin Holland, ‘Dublin and the reform of the Irish church’,
111-60. In a review of Flanagan’s book, Etchingham deemed it a ‘lost opportunity’ in which
‘numerous interesting lines of enquiry and promising sources are skimmed over’, see
Etchingham, ‘The “reform” of the Irish church in the eleventh and twelfth centuries’, Studia
Hibernica 37 (2010), 237.

1 Most recently the two Dublin cathedrals have been the focus of collaborative texts, see
Milne (ed.), Christ Church cathedral; Crawford & Gillespie (eds), St Patrick’s cathedral, Dublin.

*2 Canon Leslie produced succession lists for every single Irish medieval diocese. Not all were
published, but all are preserved in manuscript form in the Representative Church Body Library in

Dublin.
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the Reformation church. Brendan Bradshaw, Nicholas Canny, Henry Jefferies,
Felicity Heal and most recently James Murray have all advanced the study of the
Reformation in Ireland.>® But there has been a tendency to skirt around studying
the church in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries with many believing it to
have been exhausted by Aubrey Gwynn, Geoffrey Hand, John Watt and Margaret
Murphy. However, some of these historians were writing almost half a century

ago and, as has already been mentioned, their works need some updating.

>* Brendan Bradshaw, The dissolution of the religious orders in Ireland under Henry VIl
(London, 1974); Nicholas Canny, From reformation to restoration: Ireland, 1534—-1660 (Dublin,
1987); Henry Jefferies, The Irish church and the Tudor reformation (Dublin, repr. 2010); Felicity
Heal, Reformation in Britain and Ireland (2003); James Murray, Enforcing the English Reformation
in Irealnd: clerical resistance and political conflict in the diocese of Dublin, 1534-1590

(Cambridge, 2009).
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1. THE ORIGIN AND EVOLUTION OF CATHEDRAL CHAPTERS

11
THE FORMATION OF CAPITULAR BODIES FROM THE EIGHTH TO THE TWELFTH CENTURY

Chrodegang of Metz and the Council of Aachen
THE ORGANISATION of secular cathedrals originates in the ideas of an eighth-century
bishop, Chrodegang of Metz (712-66), who sought to introduce the vita
communis into his own cathedral. He was influenced by the work of St Boniface
who had regarded clerical marriage as an evil and strove to re-establish the
episcopal familia. In fact Chrodgang of Metz is considered by some as ‘the great
continuer of the work of Boniface’.’ At a synod held at Ver Chrodegang produced
a rule, in thirty-four chapters, for the canons of his cathedral church. The Rule of
Chrodegang imposed communal life on the canons as well as instituting various
duties. It soon spread across the Frankish kingdom and became the basis of a
later rule introduced by Carolingian reformers at Aachen (816-7).2 Chrodegang
was from an aristocratic background and educated at the Benedictine monastery
of St Trond, it is no surprise, therefore, to find that his rule was heavily
influenced by the Benedictine rule.®> The most striking element of the Rule of
Chrodegang was the idea of communal living, emulating how the early apostles
had once lived. This reverberated throughout the Frankish church and even
reached England where the Legatine Statutes of 786 decreed on the conduct of

the canonici, and in 808 x 13 when Wulfred, Archbishop of Canterbury (805-32),

' J.C. Dickinson, The order of the Austin canons and their introduction into England (Oxford,
1950), 16; Emile Amann, L’Epoque Carolingienne (Histoire de I’Eglise) (Paris, 1937), 25.

® In recent times quite a bit has been written about Chrodegang and his rule. For a good
analysis see: Julia Barrow, ‘Review article: Chrodegang, his rule and its successors’, Early
Medieval Europe, 14/2 (May, 2006), 201-12, esp. 202. See also M.A. Claussen, The reforms of the
Frankish church: Chrodegang of Metz and the regular canonicorum in the eighth century
(Cambridge, 2004); Jerome Bertram, The Chrodegang rules; idem, Vita communis.

} Bertram, Vita communis, 66; Barrow, The clergy in the medieval world, 83.
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referred to the mensa and the manner in which the canons should live — i.e.
communally based around a dormitory and refectory.® Of course there is no
direct link between the movement in England towards communal living and the
rule propagated by Chrodegang, but at least it shows that at this point in time a

more structured life for canons was envisaged across the Christian world.

Almost a century later, at the Council of Aachen (813), the idea of a structured
life for secular canons was high on the agenda because it was being practiced at
varying rates across Latin Christendom without the guidance of an authoritative
rule. The Institutio Canonicorum, also known as the Rule of Aachen, was the
product of this synod and essentially a development of the earlier Chrodegang
rule. The first part consisted of one hundred and thirteen chapters taken from
patristic literature and conciliar decrees. The second part of the new rule placed
a greater emphasis on clerics, their titles and the description of their duties. For
instance, it differed from the Chrodegang rule in which the archdeacon was
placed at the head of the chapter. Indeed, the Rule of Chrodegang only
mentioned two dignitaries — the archdeacon and the primicerius (equivalent to
that of the later office of provost). Moreover, Metz and the neighbouring
dioceses of Toul and Verdun retained the office of primicerius for many

centuries, although it failed to become popular north of the Alps.”

In the Aachen statutes the provost (praepositus) stood at the head of the
chapter. Julia Barrow has emphasised that the Rule of Aachen was most likely
used by cathedral communities as a more general guidance rather than relying
on it as a strict law, forming the basic framework for cathedral communities

throughout the Frankish empire.® Some time after the introduction of the

* John Blair, ‘Secular minster churches in Domesday Book’, in Peter Sawyer (ed.), Domesday
book. A reassessment (London, 1985), 116—7. Barrow, The clergy in the medieval world, 202. See
also Bertram, Vita communis, 78.

9 Barrow, The clergy in the medieval world, 49.

®ibid., 83-4.
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Institutio Canonicorum another rule was introduced into the church, known as
the Enlarged Rule of Chrodegang which is effectively a combination of the earlier
two rules. This new rule was quick to be adopted into England where a

manuscript version, written in old English, survives even today.7

The conquest and the English cathedrals
FROM THE mid-eleventh century the secular cathedrals in England were following
the quasi-monastic trend established by the Rule of Chrodegang, the Aachen
Rule and the Enlarged Rule of Chrodegang. The monastic style cathedral, which
has become synonymous with the English church, was first championed by
Dunstan, archbishop of Canterbury (c. 959-88), when he added a Benedictine
abbey priory to his cathedral.® At the time of the conquest there were four
monastic chapters, at Canterbury, Winchester, Worcester, and Sherborne.? The
Normans reorganised the ecclesiastical arrangement in Britain by re-founding
many cathedrals on a secular basis beginning with Salisbury, Lincoln, London and
York. Kathleen Edwards, the doyenne of English cathedral studies, highlighted
the fact that the bishops of Lincoln, London and York were all signatories to the

foundation charter of Salisbury; likewise the bishops of London, Salisbury and

” For the old English version of the Enlarged Rule of Chrodegang see A.S. Napier, The old
English version of the Enlarged Rule of Chrodegang together with the Latin original (London,
1916).

® Outside of England and Ireland only Normandy and Sicily maintained a monastic cathedral.
Christopher Brooke, ‘The cathedral in medieval society’, in Wim Swaan, The gothic cathedral
(London, 1969), 18.

° At Canterbury, Dunstan added a Benedictine abbey priory to the cathedral but it was not
until Lanfranc’s time that it became fully monastic. According to Kathleen Edwards, St Ethelwold
(963-84) was the first bishop in the south of England to eject the clerks from his cathedral at
Winchester and replace them with Benedictine monks. Worcester became Benedictine in the
second half of the tenth century and Sherborne became a Benedictine priory c. 993 and the see
was later transferred to Old Sarum in 1075. See Edwards, The English secular cathedrals, 10-11;
David Knowles & R.N. Hadcock, Medieval religious houses, England & Wales (Harlow, 1971), 61,
81, 76.
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York witnessed the foundation of Lincoln.'® Nevertheless Lanfranc, archbishop of
Canterbury (1070-89), retained some cathedrals in the Benedictine habit and
through his influence the monastic cathedrals increased from four to ten,
roughly half the total number.’! Under Archbishop Lanfranc (1070-89),
Rochester and Durham were transformed into monastic chapters and during
Anselm’s time (1093-1109) a further three were created at Coventry, Norwich
and Bath, which emerged as the monastic replacements for Chester, Thetford
and Bath, respectively. By 1133 both Ely and Carlisle were transformed into
monastic chapters, ensuring ten monastic chapters as opposed to nine secular
ones. According to Martin Brett the peculiarly English monastic chapter ‘was no
more than a logical extension of a movement which was European in its scope’,

only in England it persevered throughout the Middle Ages.*

Nevertheless, the implanting of Norman culture — socially, economically and
politically — was driven by the desire to wipe out barbaric Anglo-Saxon customs.
The English secular cathedral chapters were no exception, quickly absorbing the
formula of the Norman secular chapter brought over by Norman bishops when
they were installed in the English cathedrals. In Hereford on the English border
with Wales, the cathedral chapter began to emerge in the 1130s and the term
capitulum first occurs in the records in 1134, which is considerably early for an

13
l.

English cathedral.”” The development of its chapter was, according to the erudite

1% kathleen Edwards, The English secular cathedrals, 12—-13.

' Of the monastic cathedrals, Canterbury, Winchester, Worcester, Rochester and Durham
had all been sees prior to the conquest. Ely was carved out of Lincoln ¢. 1109. ElImham, Lichfield,
and Wells were all removed to Thetford (later to Norwich), Chester (later to Coventry), and Bath,
and on their removal they were given Benedictine chapters. Carlisle was the only monastic
cathedral to follow the Augustinian rule. Under the reorganisation which took place after the
conquest, there were nine secular cathedrals: Salisbury, Lincoln, York, London, Exeter, Hereford,
Lichfield, Chichester and Wells.

2 Martin Brett, The English church under Henry | (Oxford, 1975), 186.

i English episcopal acta, vii, no. 17, cf. R.E. Lantham, (ed.), Dictionary of medieval Latin from

British sources (Oxford, 1981), 272.
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studies of Julia Barrow, strongly influenced by successive Norman bishops.** In
the nineteenth century, Henry Bradshaw asserted that Bayeux was in fact where
the English chapters had originated; however this was later proven by Edwards
to be incorrect. Actually, it is more commonly accepted that Bishop Osmund (d.
1099) of Old Sarum (Salisbury) was the leading figure whose constitution set the
benchmark in terms of the organisation of the secular cathedrals in England and

Scotland.®

The early influence of the Chrodegang rule was short-lived in England and by the
twelfth century only Exeter cathedral remained in observance. The influences on
these newly founded secular cathedrals were traditionally thought to be rooted
in the arrangement favoured at Rouen;16 Kathleen Edwards was not convinced
that either Rouen or Bayeux (as was suggested by Henry Bradshaw) were direct
models for the four-square pillars design, which has since been considered
characteristic of both English and Norman cathedral government. Indeed
Normandy was a conduit for ideas from the rest of France where the
establishment of a cathedral hierarchy had begun that bit earlier than in
England.’” The Norman conquest also brought Britain closer to continental
Europe, thus allowing ideas and influences to flow freely. By the close of the
twelfth century this model was well established and the only differences
between the Normans and the English were in the ranking system of the officers.

In Normandy, the treasurer usually ranked third amongst the dignities whereas

' Julia Barrow, ‘Athelstan to Aigueblanche, 1056—-1268’, in Gerald Aylmer & John Tiller (eds),
Hereford cathedral: a history (London, 2000), 27.

> Kathleen Edwards, The English secular cathedrals, 12—13; 1.B. Cowan, The medieval church
in Scotland (Edinburgh, 1995), 79-96.

'® AT. Bannister, ‘The origin and growth of the cathedral system’, Church Quarterly Review
105 (1927), 95-6.

7 see for example, Julia Barrow, ‘Athelstan to Aigueblanche, 1056-1268’, 21; see also David
Spear, L'administration épiscopale normande: archidiacres et dignitaries des chapitres’, in P.

Npiet & F. Neveux (eds), Les évéques normands du Xle siécle (Caen, 1995), 81-102.
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in England he was fourth, after the dean, precentor and the chancellor.'® The
move towards the four-pillars design in English cathedrals is best defined by the
developments at Old Sarum (Salisbury) cathedral, beginning with Bishop
Osmund’s Institutio (c. 1091) and completed by Bishop Richard Poore’s
Consuetudinarium or Customary (c. 1210), forming what became known as the

Use of Sarum.™

When Osmund succeeded to the newly formed bishopric of Old Sarum in 1078,
he inherited a building site, rather than a cathedral. By 1091 Osmund had
introduced a new arrangement at the cathedral consisting of secular canons who
lived together under a rule which was almost certainly a version of the
Chrodegang rule and bore resemblance to the canonical life at Exeter, Wells and
York. Old Sarum is significant because it is believed to have provided the
blueprint for the architectural design of St Patrick’s cathedral in Dublin.” Under
Bishop Richard Poore (1217-25), the cathedral constitution was developed
creating a chapter that consisted of the four principales personae — the dean,
precentor, chancellor, treasurer — the four archdeacons, the subdean and

succentor and the ordinary canons, each with their own prebend. Its constitution

'8 Of course much of this is thanks to the seminal work of Kathleen Edwards, The English
secular cathedrals, ‘Introductory’, 1-32. For further analysis of the four square design see also:
Henry Bradshaw, Statutes of Lincoln cathedral 2 vols (Cambridge, 1892-7); A.H. Thompson, The
cathedral churches of England (London, 1925); A.T. Bannister, ‘The origin and growth of the
cathedral system’, Church Quarterly Review (1927), 86—6; Edwards, The English secular
cathedrals; C.N.L. Brooke, ‘Continental influence on English cathedral chapters in the Xith and
Xlith centuries’, in Resumes des communications XI congres international des sciences historiques
(Stockholm, 1960), 120-1. More recent studies are listed in the bibliography.

9 See Diana Greenway, ‘1091, St Osmund and the constitution of the cathedral’, in Laurence
Keen & Thomas Cocke (eds), Medieval art and architecture at Salisbury cathedral (Leeds, 1996),
1-9.

% Michael O’Neill, ‘St Patrick’s cathedral Dublin and its place in the history of Irish medieval

architecture’ (TCD, PhD, 2 vols, 1995).
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was later adopted by St Patrick’s cathedral in Dublin,* whose founder, John
Cumin (1181-1212), quite possibly envisaged St Patrick’s as the model for all of
the Irish cathedrals.”” Until Diana Greenway’s research, Bishop Osmund had
been promoted as the author of the Use of Sarum along with the idea that
Salisbury must have been the model for all of the English secular cathedrals since
it was the first cathedral to champion the four-square dignities. Greenway
refuted the idea that Osmund was the author of the Use of Sarum and insists
that the Institutio did not originate in 1091 but rather in three (much later)
stages, first in the 1150s, next in the 1160s and completed around 1200.
Osmund is not completely passed over by Greenway who says that he did
produce a charter endowing lands from the previous two bishoprics from which
Salisbury emerged (Sherborne and Ramsbury). His charter also states that he
introduced canons to the church which is supported by the fact that Doomsday
does not make any reference to a chapter of canons at Salisbury.?* He was not,
as some historians believed, the instigator in England of the four-square pillars

design.”

2 Geoffrey Hand, ‘Cambridge University Additional MS 710’, Reportorium Novum: Dublin
Diocesan Historical Record 2 (1958), 17-32; idem, ‘The medieval chapter of St Patrick’s
cathedral’, 229-48; H.B. Clarke, ‘The medieval cathedral — cult, church and collegiate church
before c. 1220’, in John Crawford & Raymond Gillespie (eds), St Patrick’s cathedral, Dublin: a
history (Dublin, 2009), 23-44.

%2 For the career of John Cumin see Margaret Murphy, ‘The archbishops and administration of
the diocese and province of Dublin 1181-1298’ (TCD, PhD, 1988), 1-28.

2 Diana Greenway, ‘The false Institutio of St Osmund’, in Diana Greenway, Christopher
Holdsworth & Jane Sayers (eds), Tradition and change: essays in honour of Marjorie Chibnall,
presented by her friends on the occasion of her seventieth birthday (Cambridge, 1985), 77-101.

G Greenway, ‘St Osmund and the constitution’, 3.

» C.LN. Brooke, in his short article, ‘Continental influences on English cathedral chapters in
the Xlth and XlIth centuries’, supports the false notion that Osmund introduced the four pillars,

121.
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The Norman conquest also affected the Welsh church. The assimilation of the
Welsh church into the organisation established by the reformers of the eleventh
and twelfth centuries partially represented the completion of the Norman
conquest of that church.? This bears a striking resemblance to the situation in
Ireland where it might be thought that the reform of the church to some extent
represented the completion of the Anglo-Norman conquest of the Irish church.
In Wales, as in Ireland, the Normans found a church ‘disorganised and in part,
perhaps, demoralised, but by no means dead. Under pressure from the new

’?’ Rather than imposing new

challenge, the Welsh clergy revived their traditions.
diocesan boundaries the Normans followed the native patterns which the Welsh
kingdoms had long established, much like the demarcation of the dioceses in

Ireland.”®

The Third and Fourth Lateran Councils
THE TWELFTH and thirteenth centuries witnessed the tightening of the mechanisms
governing the cathedrals across Latin Christendom, introducing these institutions
to a medley of new influences. Geoffrey Barraclough stressed that ‘law never

developed so rapidly as during the period’? of the long twelfth century which

% At least, C.N.L. Brooke believes this to be true. See Brooke, The church and the Welsh
border in the central Middle Ages (Woodbridge, 1986), 2.

& Brooke, The church and the Welsh border, 2.

® Brooke, The church and the Welsh border, 2; Huw Pryce, ‘The church and society in Wales,
1150-1250: an Irish perspective’, in R.R. Davies (ed.), The British Isles, 1100-1500. Comparisons,
contrasts and connections (Edinburgh, 1988), 27—47. Colman Etchingham, ‘Bishoprics in Ireland
and Wales in the early Middle Ages: some comparisons’, in J.R. Guy & W.G. Neely (eds), Contrasts
and comparisons: studies in Irish and Welsh church history (Llandysul, 1999), 7-25. See also Paul
MacCotter, Medieval Ireland: territorial, political and economic divisions (Dublin, 2008), esp. 45;
idem, ‘Tdath, manor and parish: kingdom of Fir Mauge, cantred of Fermoy’, Peritia 22/23 (2013),
224-74.

o Geoffrey Barraclough, ‘The making of a bishop in the Middle Ages’, Catholic Historical
Review, 19 (1933-4), 284.
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peaked with the Third (1179) and Fourth (1215) Lateran councils.® Nevertheless
there were elements of this movement yet to be implemented, such as the
removal of laity from positions within the church. In the Irish church, this meant
displacing laymen from coarbial, and other such, offices. Hereditary succession
for positions such as an Irish coarb was still being practiced in some areas across
Latin Christendom and could prove to be very lucrative, particularly if it
concerned an episcopal church. The situation in Armagh during the second half
of the twelfth century is a prime example of the difficulty faced by reformers
confronted with hereditary succession.>* Celibacy was equally a concern of the
movement since its observance had been largely ignored across the Christian

world.*?

In terms of cathedral organisation the Third Lateran Council implemented the
requisite age for bishops (thirty) and cure of souls (twenty-five) for election to
offices and the mandatory requirement that all cathedrals should have a master
(magisteri) to teach the clerks of the church and the poor scholars.®® This last
point is important because the master evolved into the chancellor and was thus
the only cathedral dignity to be officially sanctioned by the papal curia; the other
three principal dignities (dean, treasurer, precentor) emerged gradually until
they formed part of the customary arrangement in all cathedrals. It also shows

that the church hierarchy was aware of the need to promote and support the

% See The transformation of the Irish church, 1 for her understanding of the ‘long twelfth
century’. See also Etchingham, ‘Review: The 'reform' of the Irish church in the eleventh and
twelfth centuries’, 215-37, at 217, in which he criticises M.T. Flanagan for her ‘willingness to

”r

take as read the reality and broad character of the “reform”’. He cites her use of the ‘long twelfth
century’ as an example of this.

* The coarbial office of Armagh was controlled by Clann Sinaich during the second half of the
eleventh century, see Kathleen Hughes & David Dumville, Church and society in Ireland, AD 400—
1200 (London, 1987), 107.

*? See Julia Barrow, The clergy in the medieval world, esp. chapter 4: ‘Clergy as family men:

uncles and nephews, fathers and sons among the clergy’, 115-157.

= Mansi, Sacrorum conciliorum, vol. 22, 227-8, c. 18.
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education of its clerics. The Fourth Lateran Council is often cited as the crucial
council of the reform movement because it promoted new ideas about the
secular clergy and about the ‘appropriate ways for them to live and act, about
their relation to lay society, and about the importance of their pastoral
functions’. ** The most significant decrees, in terms of this study, were that
episcopal elections were deemed canonical and free and that all regular clergy
were to adopt the Cistercian system of general chapters as well as
acknowledging the visitation rights of bishops. David Knowles writes that the
church as it emerged from the twelfth century ‘was a comprehensive, orderly,

rationalised machine, driven by the papacy’.*

1.2

THE FUNCTION OF EUROPEAN CAPITULAR BODIES

The emergence of cathedral chapters
‘CLERICAL COMMUNITIES were headed by groups of dignitaries, each responsible for
a particular aspect of the church’s activities’.>® These clerical communities
became known as the cathedral chapter and their emergence was a corollary of
the reform movement. The ecclesia maior, or cathedral church, of a diocese
depended upon a corporation of canons to ensure its successful daily operation.
Liturgically speaking, cathedral churches engaged in a constant round of worship,
saying the hours and the mass for the dean, venerating the saints, and

sometimes catering for the parish, but in the main they were the principal

church that provided for the whole diocese.?’ The origin of the cathedral chapter

* M.C. Miller, ‘Secular clergy and religious life: Verona in the age of reform’, in Constance
Hoffman Berman (ed.), Medieval religion, new approaches (Abingdon, 2005), 157.

** David Knowles (with Dimitri Obolensky), The Christian centuries: a new history of the
Catholic church. Vol 2. The Middle Ages (London, 1969), 234.

* Julia Barrow, The clergy in the medieval world, 301.

*” Julia Barrow, ‘Vicars choral and chaplains in northern European cathedrals, 1100-1250’, in

W.J. Sheils & Diana Woods (eds), The ministry: clerical and lay (Oxford, 1989), 88.
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lies in the bishop’s familia or his household.*® When the Spanish cathedral of
Valencia was first formed in the early thirteenth century (out of a re-consecrated
mosque), the staff numbered only five and was most likely chosen directly from
the bishop’s household.>® As the pastoral and administrative duties of the bishop
grew, and the governance of the cathedral and diocese became more exacting,

the need for a separate corporate body emerged.

Anna Manara Ciardi argues that cathedral chapters existed as soon as there were
indications of a corporate body, ‘recognised and organised with its own
regulations and leader, even though it is not explicitly referred to as a ‘chapter’
except in sources from a later date’.*® If this is the case, then in Scandinavia
cathedral chapters appeared in Denmark in the 1060s and 1070s, which was
much the same time that they began to surface in England and in Normandy.*'
By the mid to late thirteenth century, the organisation of cathedral chapters in
Scandinavia, as well as Normandy and England, were settled. The first cathedral
chapter in Finland was not founded until the first half of the thirteenth century
and in Iceland, some believe that there were no cathedral chapters until the later
Middle Ages. Those that advocate this view, use the lack of documentary sources
as evidence for the lack of references to cathedral chapters.*” In Verona the

cathedral chapter had adopted the communal life by the early twelfth century,

as is shown in the notarial clauses indicating where chapter documents were

* AH. Thompson, The English clergy and their organisation in the later Middle Ages: the Ford
lectures for 1933 (Oxford, 1947), 58; Kathleen Edwards, The English secular cathedrals, xii, 3, 34,
90, 138, 177, 244, 255, 308.

**R.I. Burns, ‘The organisation of a mediaeval cathedral community: the chapter of Valencia
(1238-1280)’, Church History 31 (May, 1962), 15-16.

O AM. Ciardi, ‘Saints and cathedral culture in Scandinavia c.1000-1200’, in Haki Antonsson &
I.H. Garipzanov (eds), Saints and their lives on the periphery. Veneration of saints in Scandinavia
and eastern Europe (c. 1000—-1200) (Turnhout, 2010), 45-6.

“ibid.

*“ibid., 48.
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redacted.”’ In Germany’s Rhineland, for example, by the turn of the twelfth
century, in the bishopric of Speyer, the ‘amorphous body of clerics serving the
cathedral’ dissolved rapidly upon the ‘sudden appearance of a strong, sensitive,
and increasingly well-defined corporate body enjoying legal personality and

7o Christopher Brooke referred to the

marked autonomy from the bishop.
existence of a variety of structures, insisting that there was no uniformity across
western Europe; communal living was not endorsed by all, neither was a vow of
poverty; most prevalent was that canons often lived in ‘fine houses in the close
and were comparatively well off’,** and by the fourteenth century the office of

canon in a secular cathedral became the preserve of the wealthy, particularly in

London.

The complex organisation involved in managing a cathedral was devolved to
dignitaries, chapter officials who held endowed offices known as dignities.*® In
France, the dignitaries within the cathedral chapters varied and their hierarchical
order could also differ, but broadly speaking the main offices were the dean (/e
doyen), the precentor (/e chantre), the schoolmaster (un écolatre), the chancellor
(le chancelier), the penitentiary (le pénitencier), the treasurer, sometimes called
the chamberlain (/e trésorier, appelé quelquefois chambrier), the sacristan (/e
sacristain) and the lessor offices of ringer (le sonneur) and porter (le portier).*’
The influence of the Norman churches guaranteed that the English churches

would keep pace with continental developments. Such influences could be seen

* Miller, ‘Secular clergy and religious life: Verona in the age of reform’, 160.

“LG. Duggan, Bishop and chapter: the governance of the bishopric of Speyer to 1552 (New
Jersey, 1978), 13.

ur Christopher Brooke, ‘The cathedral in medieval society’, in Wim Swaan, The Gothic
cathedral (London, 1969), 18.

* Julia Barrow, ‘Athelstan to Aigueblanche, 1056-1268’, 35. See also above, Simple glossary,
XX.

*’ Ferdinand Lot and Robert Fawtier, Histoire des institutions Francaises au moyen age, tome

trisieme institutions ecclésiastiques (Paris, 1962), 189-90.
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in the ‘increase in the size of the cathedral communities ... new chapters were
presided over by deans and other officials, had a range of religious,
administrative and educational duties, and were commonly sustained by
prebends’.48 The Salisbury model was, without a doubt, instrumental in
influencing the structures of many of the Irish cathedral chapters. Bishop
Osmond’s Institutio initiated the organisational hierarchy but it was a later
contribution, the Consuetudinarium (1214), which defined the ‘duties of the
cathedral staff — dignitaries, canons, vicars, choir and other participants in divine

service’.*”® Even so, the first express mention of ‘cathedral chapters’ did not occur

until the thirteenth century.50

The powers and responsibilities of the chapter increased throughout the
medieval period but ‘even after the division of income and jurisdiction between

bishops and chapter, many links bound the two authorities together’.51 The

* paul Dalton, Charles Insley & L.J. Wilkinson, ‘Introduction’, in Paul Dalton, Charles Insley &
L.J. Wilkinson (eds), Cathedrals, communities and conflict in the Anglo-Norman world: studies in
the history of medieval religion (Woodbridge, 2011), 8.

* John Le Neve, Fasti ecclesiae Anglicanae, 1066—1300: 4 Salisbury (London, 1991), xxvii. For
information on bishop Osmund and Salisbury see Diana Greenway, ‘The false institutio of St
Osmund’, in Tradition and change, 77-101.

>0 ibid., ‘The false institutio of St Osmond’, 77-101. See also Laszlo Kosta ‘Conclusions drawn
from the prosopographic analysis of the canons belonging to the cathedral chapters of medieval
Hungary (1200-1350)’, in Encontro insternacional “carreiras eclesidsticas no ocidente Cristdo séc.
xii—xiv’, Lisboa, 2006 - carreiras eclesidsticas no ocidente cristd : séc. XII-XIV. (Lisboa, 2007), 13;
H.V. Vilar, ‘Canons and cities: cathedral chapters and their social composition in medieval
Portugal’, e-Journal of Portuguese History 5/2 (Winter, 2007), 4.

I CR. Cheney, English bishops’ chanceries 1100-1250 (Manchester, 1950), 6. For a definition
of cathedral chapters see P. Torquebiau, Dictionnaire de droit canonique: contenant tour les
termes du droit canonique, avec un sommaire de I’histoire et des institutions et de létat actuel de
la discipline, tome troisieme (Paris, 1942), 530-1, roughly translates as: ‘The chapter of the
cathedral has the most important role in the administration of the diocese, it is born to advise
the bishop and has an obligation to ask his opinion or consent’. See also W.F. Hook & W.R.W.

Stephens (eds), A church dictionary: a practical manual of reference for clergymen and students
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degree of independence vis-a-vis their diocesan bishop, or archbishop,
characterised their relationship throughout the Middle Ages until cathedral
chapters were recognised as independent of their diocesan. The autonomy of
the chapter from its bishop was one of the major developments arising out of
canon law at this time, and as the responsibilities of the chapter grew, they came
to share the administration of the cathedral with their bishop. In York, for
instance, the dean and chapter exercised a peculiarly extensive jurisdiction, such
as their right during vacancies of the cathedral dignities. They had the right of
institution and visitation as well as power to hear cases concerning
contraventions against canon law.>* Economically, those cathedrals with secular
chapters channelled much wealth to their secular clerics who served as
dignitaries and canons as well as allowing a greater hold to be placed on them by
monarchy or ruling lords and according to Hugh Thomas, over three hundred

cathedral prebends existed throughout England by the thirteenth century.

The dignities were the chief officers of the cathedral, charged with its day-to-day
management. By the early thirteenth century all cathedrals had adopted the
four- square pillars constitution, which consisted of four cathedral dignities, the
dean (decanus), chancellor (cancellarium, scholasticus), precentor (primicerius,
cantor) and treasurer (thesaurius, custos), in order of superiority and with a wide
variety of lesser dignitaries such as subdean or succentor. The four-square
(sometimes four-pillars) design quite literally refers to the seating arrangement
in the cathedral choir. This arrangement was the mainstay throughout Latin
Christendom; everything else was subject to local variations. For instance, the
dignitaries in a cathedral did not have to be canons of the cathedral although
they usually were. The prebendal income differed according to province and

cathedral. The bishop, with the exception of the dean who was appointed via

(14th edn., London, 1887); Revd Canon J.S. Purvis, Dictionary of ecclesiastical terms (Edinburgh,
1962); F.L. Cross, The Oxford dictionary of the Christian church (Oxford, 1958).
*’R.C.E. Hayes, ‘The jurisdiction of the dean and chapter of the cathedral church of St Peter in

the city of York’, in D.M. Smith (ed.), The church in medieval York (York, 1999), 87.
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capitular election, appointed all of the dignities. Except for at Laon, where the
bishop chose the archdeacons and the treasurer and the chapter elected the

other members.>

Typically the dean was the head of the chapter although his authority could vary
depending on the strength of the chapter, the involvement of the bishop or
more rarely, the position of a provost. He was responsible for the entire
administration of the cathedral and was appointed via election of the chapter
and episcopal confirmation. The chancellor had a multi-functioning role: he was
secretary to the chapter, but his principal charge was the cathedral school. The
precentor, cantor or chanter as he was sometimes called, held a liturgical post,
taking charge of the music and liturgy within the cathedral. The treasurer was
responsible for guarding the ‘treasures’ or vestments of the church. He also
managed the fabric of the church, overseeing the physical upkeep of the
cathedral building. The precentor, cantor or chanter as he was sometimes called,
held a liturgical post, taking charge of the music and liturgy within the cathedral.
The chancellor was primarily in place to educate the canons of the cathedral and
in most cathedrals he fulfilled the role of magister. At the Third Lateran Council,
canon 18 stipulated that all cathedrals should employ a magisteri to teach the
clerics and the poor scholars of the church. One could go as far to suggest that
this canon effectively launched the cathedral schools, many of which were later
to develop into the universities. It may be noteworthy to point out that Ireland
never had a medieval university, despite a still-born attempt in 1320.>* In some
cathedrals, care of the library and archives was also the chancellor’s

responsibility, as well as secretarial work.> The archdeacon’s role was territorial

> Fernando Picd, ‘Membership in the cathedral chapter of Laon, 1217-1238’, Catholic
Historical Review 61 (Jan. 1975), 5.

> See below, chapter 4.5 ‘Were Irish cathedral clergy educated?’, 195.

>> Kathleen Edwards, The English secular cathedrals, 220-1; R.B. Dobson & D.N. Lepine, ‘Two

English cathedrals: Exeter and York’, in Hélene Millet (ed.), I canonici al servizio dello Stato in
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and outside of the cathedral precincts, although his duties often brought him
into contact with the chapter and more often than not he held a stall in the

choir.

The day-to-day practices of cathedral chapters across Europe have been studied
extensively. Accordingly, both Diana Greenway and David Spear have
demonstrated that the development of chapters and of the constitutions that set
out these hierarchies, did not happen overnight, but was a sustained process
over a long period of time.*® Julia Barrow has shown the stark differences and
distinctions between the cathedral chapters in England and Germany in the
twelfth century — not least that of property rights. One aspect shared by all
chapters across Europe, however, is their growing independence and separation
from the authority of the bishop®’ — an independence often indicated by the role
of the dean. As the demands of the diocese grew, episcopal activity tended to
concentrate on that which was beyond the walls of the cathedral, leaving the
activities within the walls the preserve of the chapter. According to Brooke, the
polarisation of the bishop from cathedral administration made him ‘almost a

stranger in his own cathedral in the late Middle Ages’.”®

Moreover, there are plenty of cases where the burgeoning power of the chapter
clashed with the authority of the bishop. In France, the chapter became an

autonomous body, a rival power to the bishop.’® The clashes over jurisdiction,

Europa secoli xiii-xvi. Les chanoines au service de I’etate en Europe du Xllle au XVle siecle
(Modena, 1992), 10-11.

w8 Greenway, ‘The false Instituto’, 81.

> Julia Barrow, ‘Cathedrals, provosts and prebends’, 536—67; Edwards, The English secular
cathedrals, 113— 34.

#CN.L Brooke, ‘The archdeacon and the Norman conquest’, in Diana Greenway et al. (eds),
Tradition and change, 11.

*% ‘devient ainsi un corps autonome, une puissance rivale de I'évéque’, Lot & Fawtier, Histoire

des institutions Frangaises au moyen age, 191.
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between bishop and chapter, became a common occurrence across medieval
Europe. At Langres, Reims and Viviers matters went as far as arbitration.®® Even
the larger cathedrals in England, such as Salisbury, Lincoln and Exeter, were not
exempt from disputes.®’ Clashes broke out between bishops and their chapters
across Hungary in the 1250s over the right of episcopal election.®” The clash of
episcopal and capitular jurisdiction is also evident in the records of the Irish
cathedrals: those of St Patrick’s cathedral and Holy Trinity (Christ Church) in
Dublin demonstrate some of the contentious issues that arose in Ireland. The
priory of Holy Trinity tested the extent of their autonomy as early as 1192. On
the establishment of the collegiate church of St Patrick’s, Archbishop John Cumin
reached a modus viviendi with the priory; they were to have free rein over their
affairs and they would not object to the consecration and establishment of the
collegiate church of St Patrick.?® In 1306, the dean and chapter of St Patrick’s had
to safeguard their privileges, which they claimed had been neglected.64 Further
jurisdictional problems arose throughout the thirteenth- and fourteenth-
centuries and not only between the archbishop of Dublin and the chapter, but

also between the two existing chapters — Christ Church and St Patrick’s.®

*ibid., 192.

* Edwards, The English secular cathedrals, 101-5, 113.

52 Laszl6 Kosta, ‘Conclusions drawn from the prosopographic analysis of the canons belonging
to cathedral chapters of medieval Hungary (1200-1350)’, 21.

% cal. Alen’s reg., 30—1. See also G.J. Hand, ‘The rivalry of the cathedral chapters in medieval
Dublin’, JRSAI 92 (1962), 193-206.

= Newport White, Dignitas decani, 144.

% see Margaret Murphy, “The archbishops and administration’, 234-70, and Raymond
Refaussé, ‘Introduction’, in Kenneth Milne, Christ Church cathedral, Dublin: a history (Dublin,
2000), 13; Kinsella, ‘From Hiberno-Norse to Anglo-Norman’, in ibid., 50—2; James Lydon, ‘Christ
Church in the later medieval Irish world, 1300-1500’, in ibid., 75-6; A.J. Fletcher, ‘Liturgy in the

late medieval cathedral priory’, in ibid., 139.
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1.3
THE PRINCIPALES PERSONAE OF CATHEDRAL COMMUNITIES

The dean (decanus)

THE orIGIN of the office of dean derives from the early monastic life. Decanus
means someone at the head of a group of ten men. Pachomius the Great
grouped his monks in ten, adopting this practice from usage in the Roman army.
In the eight and ninth century custumals of the rule of Benedict, the dean was
ranked third in command, after abbot and provost and by the tenth century, the

Cluniac monks favoured priors instead of deans.®®

From the tenth century, the dean begins to emerge as head of the cathedral
chapter, and in many cases he replaced the position of the provost. In England,
Osmund of Salisbury, Remigius of Lincoln, and Thomas of Bayeux first introduced
the dignity sometime in the eleventh century. Even so, it was only from the
twelfth century that the dean became a common feature in English secular
cathedrals.’’ In some cases, however, the office was slowly embraced. For
instance, at Valencia in Spain, the dean was not officially established until 1260,
almost thirty years after the formation of its chapter.®® At St Asaph’s in Wales, a
fully constituted chapter, headed by the four pillars, was in existence from
1230s. Although the first mention of the dean is in the 1220s.% In Scotland, all of
the secular cathedrals had a dean as the head except for Sodor (the Isles), which
entertained a provost.70 Similarly, at Clermont in France, it was not the dean but

the provost who held the first place in the chapter and occupied the premier stall

e Barrow, The clergy in the medieval world, 85.

& Edwards, The English secular cathedrals, 138-50.
BRI Burns, ‘The chapter of Valencia’, 18.

= Pearson, ‘St Asaph cathedral chapter’, 44.

e Cowan, ‘The organisation of Scottish secular cathedral chapters’, Records of the Scottish

Church History Society 14 (1960), 21.
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in the choir.”* Furthermore, German cathedrals tended to employ provosts as

the head of the chapter.

The precentor (primicerius, cantor)
THE PRECENTOR, chanter or cantor was second in command to the dean and held
the second place in the choir. Music and liturgy were paramount to the day-to-
day functioning of the cathedral and so the position of the precentor was of
major importance. The office was instituted early on in the cathedral churches of
Normandy and in England, where the title is found in the major cathedrals of
Salisbury, Lincoln and York in the eleventh century. Edwards has suggested that
there may have been a cantor at Exeter as early as 1050 because the cathedral
had adopted the Enlarged Rule of Chrodegang.72 At Hereford, the office is not
introduced until the middle of the twelfth century, approximately fifty years
after the archdeacon was introduced.”” More recently, Julia Barrow has
amended this, saying that from the 1180s the cantor begins to appear with the
more formal title of precentor.”” The earliest known precentor at Exeter was
Robert Blund, who held the post from 1127 until 1155.° In Scotland, according
to lan Cowan, all of the secular cathedrals had a precentor, except Sodor, which
appeared to have no cathedral organisation but due to lack of documentary

sources this is difficult to verify.”® In the Welsh diocese of St Asaph, the

T (le prévét était le premier du chapitre; celui qui marchait en téte ... celui qui occupait la
premiére stalle du choeur’) Louise Welter, ‘Le chapitre cathedral de Clermont: sa constitution, ses
privileges’, Revue d’histoire de I'Eglise de France, tome 41 (1995), 6. See below, 43 and chapter,
2.4 ‘The principales personae of Irish cathedral chapters’, 113.

2 Edwards, The English secular cathedrals, 160.

7 7.N. Brooke and C.N.L. Brooke, ‘Hereford cathedral dignitaries in the twelfth century’,
Cambridge Historical Journal 8 (1944), 6.

™ Julia Barrow, ‘Athelstan to Aigueblanche, 1056-1268’, 36.

> David Blake, ‘The development of the chapter of the diocese of Exeter, 1050-1161’, Journal
of Medieval History 8/1 (1982), 4.
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precentor first appears alongside the dean in 1239.”” Further afield, in Valencia, a
precentor was certainly in existence by 1248, if not before.”® In France, the office
was more commonly known as the cantor, and can be traced to the tenth

% and sometimes

century where he appears as a witness to official charters,’
rivalled the dean for supremacy within the chapter. For instance, at Laon, the
precentor would, on occasion act as head of the chapter.80 At Chartres, he
actually claimed precedence over the dean right up until the eighteenth

century.®!

The chancellor (cancellarium, scholasticus, magister scholarum,

secretarius)
THE TITLE of chancellor was somewhat slow to be adopted across Europe. It was
not until the 1140s when it began to be used in most of the Norman cathedrals.
Before that time, the individual concerned was referred to as schoolmaster
(magister scholarum) and sometimes secretary (secretarius). This is because he
not only took charge of educating the canons but he also kept the bishop’s seal,
looked after the charters and documents of the cathedral and performed general
administrative duties. A similar evolution can be seen in the office of treasurer,
which likewise developed from that of secretary. In the cathedral at Valencia, the
precentor and chancellor were amalgamated into the one post, with the
alternate title of magister scholarum . Excluding Rouen, none of the cathedrals
in Normandy gave the chancellor the charge of education. Rather, the Norman

cathedrals favoured the separate title of magister scholarum or scholasticus.®
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This officer, however, was not ranked as high in the hierarchy of the chapter as

the chancellor.

In England, the chancellor begins to appear from the mid-twelfth century at
Lincoln. Prior to this, the cathedrals of Lincoln, Salisbury and York, maintained, as
at the early Norman cathedrals, a magister scholarum.®* Although a cathedral
school existed in Hereford in the 1130s, the introduction of the dignity of
chancellor was not rapidly accepted and the earliest known reference to a
formally endowed chancery was in the 1190s when William de Vere appointed
his nephew Henry to the dignity.®” Exeter, a relatively poor diocese, had no dean
or chancellor until 1225, and from 1050 to 1161 the only dignities to be found at
this cathedral were the treasurer and the precentor.86 In Scotland, the chancellor
seems to be the last of the four dignitaries to be introduced in the cathedral
chapters. In Aberdeen he appears in 1240, followed by Glasgow (1249x1258),
Brechin (1274), Dunblane (1274), and Dunkeld (1274). In St Andrew’s the dignity,
which proved to be short-lived was not erected until 1447x1449.%” In St Asaph’s
cathedral in Wales, the office of chancellor is first attested in 1233, which also

happens to be the earliest mention of this office in the Welsh church.®

The treasurer (theasauirus, custos)
THE LAST of the four principales personae is the treasurer. He occupied a different
place in the hierarchy of Norman and English cathedrals. In Normandy, the
treasurer was ranked third amongst the dignitaries, after the chancellor,
whereas in England he was positioned fourth after the other three dignitaries.

The treasurer’s hierarchical position in England was only widely adopted after

*ibid., 179.
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Richard le Poore’s Consuetudinarium for Salisbury in the late twelfth century. In
other areas of France, this dignitary was sometimes head of the chapter,
although at Chartres cathedral, he was ranked last of the seventeen dignitaries.®
The earliest mention of this office in England is perhaps at Exeter in the 1130s,
where Edwards suggests that a canon named ‘Vivian’ held the post. At this stage,
however, the office had not been conferred any special status or dignity.90 Not
long after this, in Hereford, a treasurer is mentioned as a witness to a charter in
1144.°" At St Asaph in Wales, the treasurer does not appear in the records until
the late 1280s — fifty years after the other dignities.92 Where evidence survives
for the Scottish cathedrals, it appears that in most cases, the treasurer was the
last of the four dignitaries to be instituted. In Aberdeen, plans for a regular
chapter occur sometime between 1238 and 1242, although dignitaries were
recorded before this time. The treasurer makes his first appearance in
1228x1239. In the diocese of Dunblane, the chapter is first mentioned in the
records sometime between 1239 and 1240. The treasurer is only first mentioned
some fifty years later, in 1296. Whereas in Glasgow, the treasurer had been in
existence for a hundred years by the time Dunblane had instituted the office.” In
Valencia the treasurer was established sometime around 1232, just after the city

had been conquered. Not long after, in 1255, the chapter decreed that the

. 4
treasurer was to be a pruest.g

The provost (prepositus)
IN THE early Middle Ages, many of the continental European cathedrals supported
the office of provost (prepositus), whose role was analogous to that of

archdeacon. In many of these cathedrals the archdeacon or the provost held the

= Edwards, The English secular cathedrals, 16—17 and 217-8.
*ibid., 219.
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first place in the chapter. It harks back to the Enlarged Rule of Chrodegang;
essentially the Rule of Chrodegang augmented with material from the Aachen
rule.”® In this rule, allocation is made for an archdeacon or provost. The position
of provost as head of the chapter was particularly common in northern France
and Germany and by the middle of the ninth century in Western Francia it was
the norm to have a provost as well as a dean.”® In most European cathedrals,
however, the dean later supplanted the provost and by the time cathedral
structures were forming in Ireland, the dean was accepted as head of the
chapter in much of Europe whereas the office of provost was increasingly
associated with collegiate churches. Nevertheless German cathedrals still
entertained the dignity. At Speyer in the twelfth century, the cathedral chapter
supported four provosts before the provostships became the archdeaconries.
While the origins of archdeaconries in Germany remain ambiguous, we are on
firmer ground by the thirteenth century when the four archdeaconries became
‘firmly established with substantial rights and property.”®’ Its importance in
German cathedrals is demonstrated by Julia Barrow who insists it was a
‘common jumping-off point for promotion to the episcopate in the twelfth

century’.”®

The office did not disappear entirely from French cathedrals either; at
Chartres and Amiens the provost survived but his powers were limited from at

least the eleventh century.”

In England in the late thirteenth century, Wells had a provost; he was not a

100

dignity and so had no voice in the chapter.” This was a reversal of policy since,

according to Julia Barrow, a provost headed the chapter at Wells in the eleventh

% Jerome Bertram, The Chrodegang rules.
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101

century.” " At Lincoln, the provostship was both elective and temporary, being

1
92 overall, however, the

re-granted on an annual basis by the dean and chapter.
provost disappeared from English cathedrals by the twelfth century, except for
the rare occurrence, as at Wells. Rather surprisingly, Kirkwall in Scotland had a

19 | the later Middle Ages,

provost as the head of its chapter and not a dean.
there are a few scattered references to provosts in northern French cathedrals,
where the term refers only to individuals appointed to administer the funds of
divided prebends. In Germany, in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, the
provost represented his community in disputes and managed the prebendal
estates — a far cry from his original role as head of the chapter.104 Hungarian
cathedral chapters, on the other hand, particularly in the thirteenth and
fourteenth centuries, appear to have appointed provosts as their leaders.
Sometimes, the provost of a Hungarian cathedral was also its vice-chancellor.'®
According to Kathleen Edwards, there were approximately thirty-five cathedrals
in northern Italy who maintained a provost as their head and not a dean. In
terms of Irish cathedrals, the provost only occurs in the western province of
Tuam, in the fourteenth century. Moreover, his appearance seems to signal the

end of the chancellor, who disappears from the records relating to that

province.106
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The archdeacon (archidiaconus)™’

By THE mid-twelfth century, the office of archdeacon was one that was frequently
encountered in cathedrals across Europe. It was one of the first dignities to be
introduced and his inauguration presaged the cathedral chapters themselves.
Due to the increased administrative duties of the bishop, surplus work had to be
taken on by others. The archdeacon, originally head of the deacons, and the
chief member of the bishop’s familia, began to acquire the overspill diocesan
work of the bishop. As the oculus episcopi, the archdeacon exercised the bishop’s
powers over church property and benefices, and oversaw cases in the
ecclesiastical courts on behalf of his diocesan. He was the bishop’s
representative in the chapter, which meant that the archdeacon was not, despite
his importance in all of the extant records, one of the four pillars, nor had he any
prescriptive right to a place in the chapter, although in the main he was a
chapter member. His position outside of the chapter has encouraged the view
that he was ‘a person with functions distinct from and interests inimical to the

» 108

bishop’s’.”™ The bishop appointed him but once installed he could not be

dismissed.'®

Prior to the Norman Conquest, deacons were appointed to the church as
administrators, whereas the first archdeacons were the leading figures amongst
the deacons who assisted the bishop in his see. During the eleventh- and twelfth-
centuries, the archdeacon had a dual role as leader of the deacons but also as an
official of the see. Christopher Brooke’s investigative study of the archdeacons in

England at the time of the Norman conquest saw a mushrooming of the rank of
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archdeacon after 1066, which preceded the reorganisation of the cathedral
chapters. ‘By the early twelfth century the archdeacons were firmly established
as part of the establishment of the new secular chapter - in the regular cathedral
chapters the archdeacon remained until the Dissolution something of an alien,

il
secular presence’.**°

Dioceses were administratively divided into archdeaconries and it was customary
across Europe to have more than one archdeacon. For instance in England,
Salisbury and Exeter supported four archdeaconries each, as opposed to Lincoln,
one of the largest territorial dioceses in England, which maintained eight.'** Of
the smaller dioceses, such as Carlisle, only one archdeacon was supported.112
The ancient diocese of Glasgow in Scotland had a single archdeacon in
1126x1127. The other dignitaries, according to lan Cowan and David Easson,

113

appear comparatively late in the twelfth and early thirteenth centuries.” In

Wales, the archdeacon was one of the earliest offices to be introduced, because

the ‘elite of a cathedral comprises a familia, and is always carried through into a

chapter’.114 In the case of St Asaph, in northern Wales, the archdeacon seems to

have been in existence from 1130s, a century before the first reference to even a

415

dean or a chapter.”” By the same token, at Bangor cathedral (also in northern

Wales), the archdeacon appears from at least 1130, fifty years before the
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