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Why was it important to do this research? (Background)
There has been a history of exclusion and missed opportunities among blind/vision impaired people within education and employment. Until relatively recently children who were blind/vision impaired were often educated in special schools. Restructuring of the education system began in the 1990s and lead to changes in special education including a language of inclusive education within policy initiatives.

What did we want to find out? (Aims)
· Examine the educational experiences of blind/vision impaired people
· Explore the factors that impact on these experiences
· Examine the issues that impact on transition opportunities.

How did we do the research? (Methodology)
23 people who are blind/vision impaired participated in this research. One-to-one interviews were carried out and we met on two occasions. We talked about their educational experiences and their transition opportunities.
 
What we found out? (Findings)
3 main themes were identified which were: Identity; Access and Transition. In relation to identity it appeared that there were differences between how blind/vision impaired people saw themselves in comparison to how society saw them.  The theme of access demonstrated how access issues are experienced at a variety of levels and how this impacts on participation. The theme of transition indicated that greater transition opportunities are now available to blind/vision impaired people. However, disabling environments and disabling attitudes hinder transition.

Why should people care about it? (Implications)
This research has implications for policy and practice at a number of levels. It is necessary to ensure that policy development and practice always enables rather than disables the educational experiences and transition opportunities for blind/vision impaired people.
	
