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Childhood

◼ The concept of childhood has evolved.

◼ Children's lives have transformed.

◼ There have been long term shifts in 
social meanings and experiences of 
childhood (Grey, Geraghty and Ralph 2016).
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Children’s Rights

◼ United Nations Convention on the Rights of 
the Child (UNCRC 1989) 

◼ Article 3.1 of the UNCRC states: “In all actions concerning 
children, whether undertaken by public or private social 
welfare institutions, courts of law, administrative authorities 
or legislative bodies, the best interests of the child shall be a 
primary consideration”. 

◼ National Children’s Strategy (Government of Ireland 

2000) 
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Research with Children
◼ Children have things to say and they want to 

be heard (Livesley and Long 2012). 

◼ Conducting research with children is different 
to conducting research with adults.

◼ The researcher needs to be mindful of the 
power dynamic which exists, the ability of the 
participating child and the context. 
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Ethical Considerations
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(Hollywood 2020 p.g 123)



Child Centred Approach 
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Figure 1:   The Lundy Model of Child Participation 

(image downloaded from Tierney et al 2018)



The Traffic Light System (Hollywood 2020)
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(Hollywood 2020 p.g 140)
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Bobby: My mams dad. He died but I like, I still consider 

him like as a family member.

Researcher: Yeah, what was he like?

Bobby: Eeeh very nice….He always used to collect me 

from school.

(Hollywood 2020 p.g 139)
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(Hollywood 2020 p.g 140)
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Data analysis

15

(Hollywood 2020 p.g 150)



To Conclude
◼ Child centred

◼ Remember your RQ

◼ Tried and tested techniques

◼ Consider your population

◼ How will you analyse

◼ Give choice if possible

◼ All participatory techniques need to have a 
rationale
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Thank you for listening!
Happy to answer questions ☺
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