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I use my tongue like a horse 

to lick sugar from the hands 

of long gone venerable skeletons. 

 

Lying on the ground 

I see through the grass 

one, two, three, four legs and more 

in the narrow path 

coming back from the place 

where the weeds grow high 

amongst the tombstones. 

 

Sometimes I turn my heavy neck 

to look behind 

towards the noisy road 

of the full-mouthed empty eyes. 

 

I warned you: I use this tongue like a horse. 
 
 
 
Yairen Jerez Columbié is a teaching assistant and PhD Candidate in Hispanic Studies at 
University College Cork. Her research interests include circum-Atlantic transcultural realities, 
critical theory and environmental humanities and communication. 
 


