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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL.
READ AT THE OPENING OF THE SEVENTH SESSION, NOVEMBER 28TH, 1853.

GENTLEMEN,—We now enter on the commencement of a new session,
and it may not be uninteresting to the members of our society to
take a brief survey of the labours of the past.

Some of the most important social questions which at present
attract public attention, have formed the subjects of papers read at
our meetings during the session which has just terminated. In a
country like this, where the great majority of the people are devoted
to agricultural pursuits, it must ever be a subject of deep interest
to determine the conditions under which landed property may be
rendered capable of being turned to the best account; for in the
solution of such a problem the general welfare is involved. This
subject has not been neglected by the members of our society;
papers on the land question, by Mr. Pirn, Mr Con way Dobbs, and
Mr. Greer, having been read at our meetings, and subsequently
printed and distributed.

The relations, either actual or desirable, between employers and
labourers, at all times deserving of notice, have of late become par-
ticularly worthy of investigation, owing to the effects resulting from
a disturbance in the price of labour, produced by extensive emi-
gration and some other causes. This has rendered necessary a
change in the rate of wages, which should have been effected in some
better manner than by means of the u strike," on the one side, and
the "lock-out" on the other. But neither masters nor men seem to
have been properly prepared to adjust themselves in a reasonable
spirit to the altered state of circumstances which arose; and hence
the disorders and troubles which have been for some time the scan-
dal of the United Kingdom, and which, as yet, are not terminated.

To enter fully into all the details of a question so extensive and
complicated, would exceed the limits of the communications prepared
for our society; but much interesting information in connexion with
it has been collected for us by Mr. Leslie in his paper on " Com-
binations."

The facilities for calculation afforded by a decimal currency are
obvious to any one on the slightest consideration; and great and
increasing efforts have been made during the last few years to
secure the advantages they offer to a mercantile community This
question, like the preceding, has not been passed over without
investigation; the Rev. Mr. Galbraith, who has recently joined our
society, having contributed an able and instructive paper on decimal
currency.

The policy adopted by the legislature for some time past of
removing commercial restrictions is generally admitted to have been
productive of highly beneficial results, even by many who at first
were hostile to it. Still, however, there are portions of our tariff
which preserve much of their ancient prohibitory character, and



tlius prevent a mutual interchange of commercial benefits from
springing up between us and the inhabitants of those countries
whose products are subject to such heavy duties. Of these the
most remarkable are the wine duties, which are of a nature to
restrain within extremely narrow limits a trade that would naturally
assume gigantic proportions, and thus umtp us by the firm bond of
self-interest to the most powerful states of Europe. This important
commercial question likewise has been brought before the society;
Mr. Thomas D. Ingram having communicated to us a very interest-
ing paper on the wine duties.

With the progress of civilization, the immediate co-operation of
individuals in industrial enterprises becomes more frequent and
indispensable; and m order to enable them to do so on the most
advantageous terms, the law of partnership must be placed on a
satisfactory footing. At present, our partnership laws are generally
found fault with by the mercantile community; and investigations
relating to them have been extensively entered upon. On this
subject our society has been favoured with a communication by Mr.
McKenna; who, at the concluding meeting of the last session, read
a paper on partnerships of limited liability.

The trustees of the Barrington Lectures on Political Economy con-
tinue to confide them to our management; and our proceedings with
respect to them have been attended with success during the past
year.

In spring, Professor Moffett delivered a course of lectures on
this foundation, in the theatre of the Royal Dublin Society, which
was kindly placed at our disposal by the council of that body.
And Mr. Leslie, on the invitation of the Dublin' Mechanics Institute,
gave another course much about the same time. These lectures,
we are happy to state, proved extremely successful, and much in-
terest, apparently, was taken in them by those who attended.

Last May, we selected as Barrington Lecturers for the current
year, Professor Moffett, Mr Leslie, and the Rev. Mr. Lysaght; but
the latter, we regret to say, has since died. His various amiable
qualities, and his talents, which were of a very high order, cause
his loss to be deeply felt by all who had the pleasure of his acquaint-
ance.

Applications for courses of Barrington Lectures have been received
from various provincial towns, and of these we have selected Wex-
ford, Newry, Londonderry, Downpatrick, Belturbet, and Kilkenny.
Professor Moffett has already delivered lectures at Londonderry
and Downpatrick, also at Coleraine and Holywood, and at
Portaferry, before the Mechanics' Institute of that town. We have
much satisfaction in announcing that these lectures have been
attended with the most marked success,—a result, we believe, which
that extremely efficient lecturer never fails to produce.

In the last report we adverted to the arrangements that had been
made for the election of corresponding members, and mentioned
that we had extended the privileges enjoyed by corresponding



members to corresponding societies, under certain simple regula-
tions, which since then have been published and distributed. The
literary associations of the provincial towns of Ireland have entered
with zeal into the proposed arrangement, and we are now in com-
munication with twenty-nine corresponding societies. It has also
been thought desirable to place ourselves in connexion with some of
the literary societies of England, so that an opportunity might be
afforded of extending the sphere of the utility of each by mutual
co-operation towards common objects. In accordance with this
design, we have formed an arrangement by which copies of the
proceedings of the Society of Arts and of the Law Amendment
Society are placed at the disposal of our council. When fully
matured and developed, according to the intentions of those who
devised them, arrangements of this nature, we are convinced,
cannot fail to occasion the most beneficial results.

Before concluding this report, we take the opportunity of express-
ing our thanks to the council of the Royal Dublin Society for the
courtesy with which they have allowed us the use of the society
house for our meetings, and placed at our disposal every accommo-
dation they could afford.

SIXTH SESSION.
LIST OF PAPERS READ BEFORE THE DUBLIN STATISTICAL SOCIETY.

The Society has published those marked with an asterisk (*) prefixed

SUBJECT OF PAPER.

Pi esent State of the Law m Ii eland with
respect to Wills and the Admmistia-
tion of Assets

* Should the Owneis of Slave Property
receive Compensation on the abolition
of Slavery ?

Report on Taxes on Law Proceedings
in Ii eland.

On the Income Tax.

Considerations on the Tenure of Land.

* Connexion between the Condition of
Tenant Faimers and the Laws as to
the Ownership and Tiansfer of Land

* On the best means of Increasing the
Facilities for the Transfei of Land

The Discoveries of Gold m California
and Australia

* The English Poor Law

* The relations of Landloid and Tenant.

* The Wme Duties

* Theory and Pi actice of Combinations

* On Decimal Cunency.

* The Law of Paitneiship (Jn Pt ess )

AUTHOR

J A Lawson, LL D.

James Haughton, Esq

John O'Hagan, Esq

Professor D C Heron.

H. Fitzgibbon, Esq

Jonathan Pim, Esq.

Conway E Dobbs, Esq.

Professor Hussey Walsh

E Cheshire, Esq

S M Greer, Esq

T D. Ingram, Esq.

Professoi Leslie, LL B.

Rev J A Galbiaith, F T C D

J P M'Kenna, Esq

DATE OF BEADING

Nov 15th, 1852.

Dec 20th, 1852

Ditto

Jan 17th, 1853

Ditto

Feb 23rd, 1853.

Ditto.

March 21st, 1853

Ditto

April 18th, 1853.

Ditto.

May 16th, 1853.

Ditto.

June 20th, 1853.



REGULATIONS RESPECTING THE HARRINGTON LECTURES ON
POLITICAL ECONOMY.

INTRODUCTION.
These lectureships have been established in pursuance of the

bequest of the late John Barrington, Esq., a merchant of the city
of Dublin. He bequeathed a sum of money in trust to Edward
Barrington and Richard Barrington, Esqrs., to be invested in public
securities; the interest arising from which to be applied to the pay-
ment of a fit and proper person or persons duly qualified to give
lectures on Political Economy in its most extended and useful sense,
" but particularly as relates to the conduct and duty of people to
one another."

He directed that the lectures should be given in the various
towns and villages of Ireland, without distinction, and as often as
might be; and that a small admittance sum, but not to exceed one
shilling in any case, might be required to bear the expense of the
room, &c.; and he left his trustees to follow up his plan and wishes,
in the way they thought best for the purpose with means so small;
and gave them also power to appoint trustees for the purpose, in
case they should not be able to act themselves individually.

The trustees have authorized the Council of the Dublin Statisti-
cal Society to appoint annually one or more lecturers, to be called
" Barrington Lecturers on Political Economy."

DUTIES OF LECTURERS.
The lecturer, or some of the lecturers, are to give at least eight

lectures m Dublin, and at least twenty-four lectures in not less
than four towns or villages in Ireland.

Each lecturer is required to furnish an abstract of all his pro-
posed lectures to the Council, to be submitted by the Council to
the trustees for their approval; and no lecturer is to deliver any
lecture the abstract of which has been disapproved of by the
Council or by the trustees.

Every lecturer must abstain in his lectures from all allusions to
party politics or religious polemics.

Each lecturer must furnish to the Council an account of the
number of lectures delivered by him, with a statement that all his
lectures have been in conformity with the terms of the bequest,
and the regulations of the Council on the subject.

No lecturer is entitled to receive any remuneration for his ser-
vices, unless two members of the Council forward to the trustees
the account and statement of the lectures, with a certificate of their
approval of the same.

MODE OF APPLYING FOR COURSES OF LECTURES.

Applications from towns for courses of lectures are received
each year in the month of March. They should be addressed to
the Secretaries of the Statistical Society.

Applications emanating from literary and scientific societies, or
from municipal bodies, are more favourably entertained than those
coming from persons in their private capacity.



MANAGEMENT OF LECTURES.

THE parties to whom a course of Barrington Lectures may be
granted, are expected to make suitable arrangements for providing
a lecture-room, for the admission of the public to the course of lec-
tures, for issuing local advertisements of them, and for defraying
the expences of the lecture-room and of the advertisements.

In arranging the charges for admission, they must take care that,
the working classes have an opportunity of attending in some part of
the room at a charge not exceeding one shilling for the entire course.

They must make arrangements for selecting some suitable person
to preside at each lecture, and to preserve order and decorum.

It is also required that a return of the numbers attending each
lecture, and a report of any resolutions adopted with reference to
the lectures by the parties entrusted with their management, should
be forwarded to the secretaries of the Statistical Society.

The time for delivering the lectures is arranged between the
parties entrusted with their management and the lecturer, sub-
ject to the approval of the council of the Statistical Society.

LIST OF BARRINGTON LECTURERS AND OF PROVINCIAL TOWNS FOR WHICH THEY
HAVE BEEN APPOINTED IN THE DIFFERENT YEARS SINCE 1849.

Towns.

Belfast
Clonmel ...
Dundalk
Waterford

Drogheda
Dungannon
Lurgan
Waterford

Ardee
Armagh
Enniskillen
Tuam

Coleraine
Dungannon
Lisburn
Limerick

Belturbet
Downpatrick
Kilkenny
Londonderry
Lurgan
Wexford

Lecturers.

J. A. Lawson, LL D.
Professor Moffett, LL.D. . . .
Professor W. E. Hearne
Professor D. C. Heron

R. Hussey Walsh, Esq.
Piofessor Moffett, LL.D. ...
John Jenkins, Esq
Professor W. E. Hearne

Piofessor Moffefct, LL.D. ...
Piofessor Moftett, LL D. ...
J A. Lawson, LL.D.
J. A. Lawson, LL.D.

Professor Moffett, LL.D- ...
T. E. Cliffe Leslie, LL.B. ...
Professor Moffett, LL.D. ...
T. E. Cliffe Leslie, LL.B. ...

Professor Moffett, LL.D. . . .
Piofessor Moffett, LL D. ...
Professor Moffett, LL.D. ...
Professor Moffett, LL D. ...
Professor Moffett, LL.D. .. .
Professor Leslie, LL.B.

Date of Appointment.

1849-50.
1849-50.
1849-50.
1849-50.

1850-51.
1850-51.
1850-51.
1850-51.

1851-52.
18J1-52 .
1851-52.
1851-52.

1852-53.
1852-53.
1852-53.
1852-53.

1853-54.
1853-54.
1853-54.
1853-54.
1853-54.
1853-54.

N.B —All the Lectures for the years 1853-54 not having as yet been delivered, the
arrangements relating to them aie subject to alteration. Should any change be intro-
duced, it will appear in the corresponding table to be published at the commencement
of next session.



REGULATIONS RESPECTING CORRESPONDING SOCIETIES.
The Council have resolved to extend the privilege now enjoyed

by corresponding members of the Statistical Society, to Correspond-
ing Societies, under the following arrangements:—

1. Each society, recommended for selection as a Corresponding
Society, will be required to forward the name of one of its members,
to be the medium of communication with the officers of the Sta-
tistical Society.

2. The Corresponding Officer, nominated by each Corresponding
Society, will be entitled to attend each meeting of the Statistical
Society, to issue a ticket for one visiter at each meeting, and to
apply for permission to present papers to be read before the society.
He will also be entitled to two copies of all the publications to be
issued by the Statistical Society, which will be sent to any address
in Dublin that he may appoint.

3. Corresponding Officers will not be liable to any subscription
to the Statistical Society, nor entitled to any vote at its meetings.

4. Each Corresponding Officer will be expected to deposit one copy of
each publication of the Statistical Society in the library of the Corres-
ponding Society, keeping the second copy for lending to its members.

5. Each Corresponding Officer will be expected to furnish to the
Secretaries of the Statistical Society two copies of the laws of the
Corresponding Society, and of all annual reports and other publi-
cations issued by it.

Corresponding Societies. Corresponding Officers.
1. Ardee Mechanics' Institute F. O'Rourke, Esq.
2. Armagh Natural History and Philosophical

Society Francis Homer, Esq.
3. Belfast Working Classes Association A. Walsh, Esq.
4. Belfast Queen's College Literary and Scientific

Society Robert Taylor, Esq.
5. Belturbet Literary and Scientific Society Michael Phillips, Esq.
6. Colerame Mechanics'Institute Robert L. Gowdry, Esq.
7. Cork Cuvierian Society George Boole, LL.D.
8. Cork Literary and Scientific Society Aldeiman Richard Dowden.
9. Downpatnck Mechanics'Institute Hemy Montgomeiy, Esq.

10. Drogheda Mechanics' Institute William Leonard, Esq.
11. Dublin Mutual Impiovement Society Henry Russell, jun. Esq.
12 Dundalk Mechanics'Institute John Browne, Esq , M.D.
13. Garvagh Scientific Society Robert Robertson, Esq.
14. Kilkenny Literary and Scientific Institution. ... Rev. James Graves.
15. Killyleagh Literary Society Rev. Andrew Breakey.
16. Kilrea Literary Society Geoige M'Gomgle, Esq.
17. Lisburn Literary Society J Kelso, Esq. M D.
18 Lurgan Literary Society William Shaw, Esq.
19. Mountmellick Mutual Instruction Society Samuel B Pim, Esq.
20. Newry Institute Charles Jennings, Esq.
21. Royal Galway Institution Professor W. E. Hearne.
22. Wexford Mechanics' Institute Thomas O'Leary, Esq.
23. Banbridge Literary Institute J. Chbborn Hill, Esq.
24. Dungannon Society for promoting Science,

Literature, and the Arts Rev. William Quam.
25. Portaferry Mechanics' Institute Charles Todd, Esq.
26.̂  Waterford Mutual Impiovement Society H. T. Humphreys, Esq.

—Q-*7—Erimskillen.LiterarY__Society George Stewart, Esq.




