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A R E V I E W OF IRISH A G R I C U L T U R A L PRICES.

B Y THOMAS BARRINGTON.

[Read before the Society an Thursday, 6th May, 1926.]

The official collection of Irish agricultural prices was first
undertaken systematically by the Irish Land Commission in
the year 1887, at which time also a record of prices from the
year 1881 was compiled. In 1900 this work, along with other
statistical duties,, was transferred to the Department of Agri-
culture and Technical Instruction under the authority of the
Act of 1899 constituting that Department. In 1923 a further
change of control took place, when the statistical work of the
last-mentioned Department was transferred to the newly-con-
stituted Statistics Branch of the Department of Industry and
Commerce, where these prices are now collected and compiled.
As might be expected, these successive changes of control have
involved no break in the continuity or comparability of the
statistics.

In an appendix to this paper details are given of the various
agricultural prices collected at the present time and of the
years from which the statistics are available.

As may be seen, there is an unbroken record of official
prices of all the leading agricultural products brought to mar-
ket extending backwards to the year 1881. In addition, un-
official price statistics for most of these products are available
for a considerable period anterior. A valuable record of many
of these prices will be found in the Journal of this Society for
the year 1893 in the form of a paper read before the Society
by the late R. M. Barrington, LL.B. Further records of unoffi-
cial Irish agricultural prices will be found in a Board of Trade
Return of Prices, No. 321, published in 1903.

By far the most valuable of these early price records, how-
ever, is the table to be found as an appendix to the official re-
ports on Irish agricultural prices for the years 1906-7, 1907-8,
1908-9 and 1910, published by the Department of Agriculture.
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In the words of these reports, " a table is given showing the
average of the highest and lowest prices from 1840 to 1886.
This table is based on the prices published in Pur don's Almanac
and the Farmer's Gazette, and supplies materials for a period
during which there were no official records." Sources of the
prices are more fully indicated in the heading to the original
table. The peculiar value of this table consists in the fact that
it embraces a comparatively remote period during the greater
part of which there are available annual statistics of the areas
and yields of crops and numbers of live stock in the country.
Price figures for periods prior to the forties lose much of their
significance by reason of the fact that there are no statistics to
measure the influence upon the agricultural activities of the
people of any fluctuations which they show.

It is not proposed in this paper to exhibit or discuss to any
great extent actual prices expressed in terms of money, but
rather to indicate how the prices of the leading agricultural
products have fluctuated (a) from one period to another, (b)
relatively to one another, and (c) relatively to the trend of
prices in general; also (d) to trace as far as may be possible
within brief compass the influence of price changes upon the
activities and the fortunes of the farmer.

As a first step in this direction the accompanying table
(Table I.) has been prepared. It will be observed that this table
shows, not actual but comparative, prices of the leading agri-
cultural products since the year 1840 (in the case of store
cattle and flax the commencing year is 1845) and that all the
figures in the table are related to a basic figure of 100 for each
product for the year 1840 (100 for 1845 in the case of store
cattle and flax). Hence,, all the figures in the table are compar-
able with each other whether the comparison be made vertically
for any period in respect of a single product or horizontally
for any year in respect of all or any of the products included.
For the period 1840 to 1881 the figures in the table are based
upon the unofficial prices published in the reports of the De-
partment of Agriculture already referred to, and from 1881
onwards official prices are used. The fact that no disharmony
can be observed between the comparative price figures for the
years immediately following 1881 and those for the years im-
mediately preceding indicates that the two series of prices,
although collected under very dissimilar conditions, confirm
and support each other. A column is included in the table
(Col. 16) showing the trend of general (wholesale) prices, also
on a basis of 100 for the year 1840, as indicated by the Statist-
Sauerbeck Index Number.



TABLE I.

Table showing Comparative Irish Agricultural Prices since 1840, reduced to a common basis of 100 at 1840 (or nearest year for
which comparable price figures are available).

Year

(i;
1840
1845
1846
1847
1848
1849
1850

1851

1853
1854
1855
1856
1857
1858
1859
1860

1861
1862
1863
1864
1865
1866
1867
1868

Wheat

(2)
100
98
131
98
87
66
73

66
/ vj

124
122
150
102
86
69
86
99

95
73
69
64 |
101
107
125
117

Oats

(3)
100
118
187
107
96
83
101

89
Q7
y/

121144
165
112
108
100
116
139

112
100
100
92
120
140
164 |
139

Barley

(4)
100
118
175
116
100
85
87

85 •
Q7
_*/

135129
179
149
127
102
120
135

116
109
104
102
115
156
149
155

Hay

(5)
100
92
69
81
56
48
60

50

106
125
98
75
85
85
127
90

83
87
83
92
79
90
110
117

Potatoes

(6)
100
88
323
254
292
215
219

175

223
300
215
150
254
146
177
265

227
181
127
131
146
173
200
177

Flax

(7)
—

100
95
90
94
118
124

112

167
171
153
207
142
149

121
157
166
144
238
211
175
207 |

Butter

| (8)

100
92
105
99
87
74
74

83

98
107
106
119
117
119
127
104

125
104
113
123
140
136
109
147

Pork

(9)
100
92
117
149
115
88
92

94

122
124
129
138
141
108
123
138

132
118
118
126
145
145
108 j
144 |

Wool

| (10)
1 100
i 106

94
82
65
71
92

89

123
94
98
118
141
118
\37
153

141
153
165
206
165
157
125
133

Eggs

UD
100
96
100
124
106
100
102

94

111
111
109
122
129
120
122
124

137
132
135
139
144
131
137
138

Beef

1
(12)

100
103
104
105
110
79
81

86

110
120
112
115
128
121
117
112

126
119
121
130
136
149
141
138

Mutton

(13)

100
120
120

! 125
120
105
100

105

128
130
125
131
133
124
119
135

137
140
130
147
160
157
120
145 |

Store Cattle *
1-2 yrs

(14)

100
129
157
143
97
89

100

100
107
157
171
100
171
150
157

150
186
154
179
186
179
121
143

| 2-3 yrs.

(15)

100
170
190
180
150
130

135

110
160
170
180
190
180
200
200

170
200
210
240
200
190 |
150
200

Statist
Sauerbeck

inuex i\o.
on. basis of
100 for 1840

(16)

100
84
80
92
76
72
74

72
76/ u
92
99
98
98
102
88
91
96 v

94
98
100
102
98
98
97
96

Year.

07)
1840

| 1845
1846
1847
1848
1849
1850

1851
lOJti

1853
1854
1855
1856
1857
1858
1859
1860

1861
1862
1863 ,
1864
1865
1866
1867
1868
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It is perhaps necessary to point out that the original table
for the period 1840-1881 generally shows two prices for each
product, namely, the mean of the maximal and the mean of the
minimal prices. In order to facilitate comparison and to trace
with greater ease the varying price trends it was necessary in
preparing Table I. to employ the arithmetical mean of the two
prices where shown and thus arrive at the single figure now
given for each year and product during the period. Although
it cannot be claimed that the mean of the maximal and minimal
annual prices strictly represents the true average, any devia-
tion therefrom would be confined within narrow limits, and,
for present purposes, would not be likely to affect appreciably
the truth or value of any comparisons or inferences here made.
The official prices published since 1881 show an average annual
figure.

A cursory glance at Table I. will indicate that throughout
the long period from 1840 to 1913 the prices of all the products
included, with the single exception of wheat, increased rela-
tively to wholesale prices in general as measured by the Statist-
Sauerbeck Index Number. A more detailed examination will
reveal that up to the early fifties (1850-51) the actual prices of
eight or nine of the fourteen products listed fell substantially,
and that in the case of two of the remaining products only—
potatoes and store cattle 2-3 years old—is any marked rise
noticeable. During this period general prices fell in the ratio
of 100 to 72, but the fall in agricultural prices, although very
considerable in a few instances, was, in the aggregate, propor-
tionately less. It is also important to observe that the prices of
the tillage products—wheat, oats, barley, potatoes, flax—main-
tained their position relatively to the prices of the animals and
animal products.

During the two decades between the early fifties and early
seventies both agricultural prices and general prices tended to
rise, and although the increase in general prices amounted to as
much as 50 per cent, between 1851 and 1873, the prices of cer-
tain agricultural products rose proportionately much more.
Taking the prices in 1851 at 100 in each case, the following
table indicates the relative prices in 1873 :—

* [TABLE II.
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TABLE II.

(Prices in 1851 = 100 in each case.)
GENERAL PRICES ... 150 Pork ... ... 150
Wheat 149 Wool 181
Oats 122 Eggs 171
Barley 94* Beef 200
Hay ... ... 300 Mutton ... ... 166
Potatoes ... ... 128 Store Cat t le-
Flax 134 1-2 years 229
Butter ... ... 177 2-3 years ... .'.. 170

* The price returned for barley in 1873 was abnormally low for the
period (see Table I.). The average for the quinquennium, 1871-75,
would be represented by 143 as against 94 for the single year, 1873.

It will be seen that the price tendencies between 1851 and
1873 were substantially different from those that existed during
the preceding decade and that prices moved markedly in favour
of animals and animal products and against the products of the
plough.

The agricultural statistics show that between 1847 and
1851 the area of ploughed land in Ireland increased by 513,000
acres, but it is not safe to base any very sweeping conclusions
upon this fact, as no figures of areas for earlier years are avail-
able, and the possibility cannot be ruled out that the area under
tillage in 1847 and the years immediately following was abnor-
mally low for that period as a result of the catastrophe of 1846.
The peak point for tillage in Ireland within the period of statis-
tical record was attained in the year 1851 with 4,613,000 acres,
dug or ploughed. In 1873 the area had fallen to 3,432,000
acres.

There can be no reasonable doubt that the price situation
disclosed in Table II. had a very intimate bearing upon the
great decline in tillage during this period.

From 1873 to 1896 agricultural prices and general prices
fell together. The following table represents the price situa-
tion in the latter year as compared with former: —

TABLE III.
(Prices in 1873 - 100 in each case.)

GENERAL PRICES
Wheat*
Oats
Barley
Hay
Potatoes
Flax
Butter

... 55

... 57

... 93

... 121*

... 73

... 60

... 55

... 65

Pork
Wool
Eggs
Beef
Mutton
Store Cattle—

1-2 years ...
2-3 years ...

... 68

... 53

... 120

... 63

... 75

... 91

... 92
See note to Table II.
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It will be seen that the animals and animal products, rela-
tively to tillage crops, not only maintained but enhanced the
favourable price position they had reached by 1873. The dis-
parity, however, between the price trends in the two groups of
activities is not so pronounced in this as in the preceding period,
and it is interesting to note that although the decline in tillage
continued it amounted to the lower figure of 792,000 acres for
the 23 year period, 1873-96, as against 1,181,000 acres for the
22 year period, 1851-73.

One feature alike common to the two periods is that agri-
cultural prices tended to rise relatively to general prices and
that this tendency was much more pronounced in the case of
the animals and animal products than in that of the tillage pro-
ducts.

Throughout the whole of the period from 1896 to 1913
both agricultural and general prices once more tended to rise.
The following table indicates the position in 1913 compared
with 1S96 :—

TABLE IV.

(Prices in 1896 = 100 in each case.)
GENERAL PRICES
Wheat
Oats
Barley
Hay
Potatoes
Flax
Butter

... 139

... 118

... 119

... 115

... 115

... 178

... 153

... 115

Pork
Wool
Eggs
Beef
Mutton
Store Cattle—

1-2 years ...
2-3 years ...

... 178

... 133

... 147

... 119

... 122

... W

... 133

During the period 1896-1913 the tendency, strongly marked
throughout the earlier periods under review, for agricultural
prices to rise relatively to general prices, is seen to have
weakened, and the prices even of several animal products failed
to keep pace with the advance in general prices. All the cereals,
hay, butter, wool, beef, mutton, store cattle, 2-3 years, lagged
behind. Therefore this altered price tendency which is only
now beginning to attract the attention of farmers is not of such
very recent origin as many may feel disposed to think. It can
be clearly discerned in the price trends of many agricultural
products during the 20-year period prior to the outbreak of the
European War.

The following table shows the price situation in 1917 and
1925 respectively as compared with 1913 :—

[TABLE V.



Pork
Wool
Eggs
Beef
Mutton
Store Cattle—

1-2 years
2-3 years

1917.
197
150
224
200
165

172
182

1925.
152
105
176
142
169

144
143
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TABLE V.

(Prices in 1913 = 100 in every case.)
1917. 1925.

GENERAL PRICES 206 160
Wheat ... 219 179
Oats ... 254 143
Barley ... 213 125
Hay ... 183 151
Potatoes ... 200 140
Flax ... 368 188
Butter ... 197 173

Examining first the figures for the year 1917 it is seen that
tillage and dairy products, generally speaking, had advanced in
price relatively to animals and other animal products. This
tendency was maintained up to and including the year 1920
(see Table I.). The stimulus to increased tillage during the
war and the few years immediately succeeding would appear,
therefore, to have emanated to a great extent from the com-
parative advance in the prices of the tillage products. The com-
pulsory tillage schemes of the Department of Agriculture
operated as another powerful stimulus; and, in addition, the
farmer was greatly aided in his efforts by the facilities with
which he was provided under the Department's various schemes
for obtaining agricultural equipment, including seeds, manures,
implements and machinery. Nevertheless, the basic factor in
the situation was the price trend favouring tillage operative
during the years 1914-1920. It must also be borne in mind that
advancing prices such as those experienced during this period
are always a boon to the farmer and tend to quicken his activi-
ties, especially in the direction of more intensive agriculture.
Falling prices, on the other hand, have the reverse effect: it has
been well said that " high farming is no remedy for low prices."
The recent British Committee in their Report on the Stabilisa-
tion of Agricultural Prices state that *' a further consequence
of a falling price level is the laying down of arable land to
grass."

The area under tillage in Ireland increased from 2,327,000
acres in 1914 to 3,239,000 in 1918—a great achievement within
so short a period—but the advance thus made has again been
completely lost; the area under the plough in 1925 amounts
only to 2,154,000 acres.

Next, examining the figures for the year 1925, it will be
observed that most of the products listed have lagged behind
general (wholesale) prices. The real significance of this new
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price tendency can only be fully realised by remembering that :
(1) throughout the whole of the period since 1840 agricultural
prices have advanced relatively far more than general prices;
(2) about the year 1896 this relative gain attained its maximum;
(3) from 1896 to 1913 the price tendency favouring agricultural
products weakened, and the price of many of these products
did not keep pace with the advance in wholesale prices; (4) in
the period 1920-1925 the lagging behind of agricultural as com-
pared with general prices became further accentuated. Con-
fronted with this adverse tendency, it is poor consolation to the
farmer of to-day to know that, on the whole, prices are rela-
tively more favourable to him than they were to his predecessor
of eighty or ninety years ago.

Moreover, the wholesale price index does not afford the
truest measure of the extent to which a farmer's position in
the market may be affected; he sells at the agricultural prices
discussed in this paper but buys his requirements of shop goods
at retail prices. The latter are known to have risen relatively
to wholesale prices during recent years. The Saorstat cost of
living figure is the closest available measure of the advance in
retail prices in this country, and it shows an increase at the be-
ginning of 1926 as compared with July, 1914, of 88 per cent.;
the advance in wholesale prices (Statist-Sauerbeck) between
1913 and 1925 is only 60 per cent. Taking even the latter and
more favourable figure as the criterion, it indicates that the
farmer's position in the price arena, as may be seen from Table
V.. is now considerably worsened as compared with his position
in 1913.

In surveying the agricultural price situation in its broader
aspects since 1840, it was possible to trace at least a statistical
concurrence between certain tendencies in prices and certain
tendencies in agricultural production. It is now proposed to
review briefly the variations in the prices of the leading agri-
cultural products since the forties and to seek for any light
which these variations may shed upon the farmer's activities.

It is here necessary to observe that average annual prices
are usually compiled for the calendar year and that in the case
of certain agricultural products whose prices are greatly in-
fluenced by the yield of the harvest, such prices may not repre-
sent with sufficient accuracy the position during the twelve
months period within which a crop is usually harvested and
consumed. The twelve months period of harvest and consump-
tion in the case of the potato, for example, would be July-June;
there is very wide fluctuation in the yield from year to year
and correspondingly wide fluctuations in the annual price. By
taking an average price for the year January-December, it is
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quite obvious that a set of figures may be obtained, tending to
fluctuate within limits narrower than those of a twelve months'
average for the year July-June. It is possible to compile from
the official statistics average annual prices for the crop year as
distinct from the calendar year, but comparability with the un-
official price statistics for the period prior to 1881 would prob-
ably be lost in the process. Moreover, it is only in the case of
a few crops, such as potatoes and hay, that prices are local in
character and largely influenced by the yield and quality of the
produce annually. Prices of cereals, flax and animal products
are governed far more by world conditions than by domestic
production.

It is also necessary to bear in mind that the farmer is in-
fluenced in his activities by prices of particular agricultural
products only in so far as he grows such products for market.
There are no very recent statistics showing to what extent the
various tillage products are disposed of by sale in Ireland, but
the following table based upon figures published in the Agricul-
tural Output of Ireland, 1908, represents the position then as
far as the principal crops are concerned, and may be taken to a
large extent as reflecting it still.

TABLE VI.

Table showing the manner in which each of the chief tillage
products was disposed of in the year 1908 and the pro-
portions (by values) disposed of in each way.

(1)
Wheat
Oats
Barley
Hay and

Straw
Potatoes
Flax

Total Value
of Crop.

(2)
100
100
100

100
100
100

Pioportions (by value) used

Fed to Live
Stock or used as
Seeds on Farms.

(3)
8-4

73-3
29-2

94-1

—

Consumed by
Farmers and

their Families.

(4)
43-6
24
_

—
13-2
—

as stated.

Sold for Home
Consumption or

for Export.

(5)
480
24-3
70-8

5-9
. 18-5

1000

Out of the six leading vegetable crops grown in 1908 the
proportions of the produce sold for cash (apart from any quan-
tities sold by one farmer to another for use or consumption on
farms) exceeded thirty per cent, in the case of three, namely,
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wheat, barley and flax. Consequently, the stimulus to produc-
tion in the case of the other three crops, oats, potatoes and hay,
which constitute by far the more important of the two groups,
as well as in the case of other crops used mainly for fodder,
such as turnips, mangles and coarse cabbage, cannot be to any
appreciable extent the prevalent market price.

The produce of the flax crop is wholly, and that of barley
to a large extent, marketed. Formerly, no doubt, when wheat
was extensively grown in this country the produce was mostly
marketed, and even still, despite the smallness of the area now
.devoted to the crop, almost half the produce is so disposed of.

FLAX.

Great significance attaches to the flax crop in relation to
prices owing to the fact that the produce is wholly marketed,
and, therefore, since the inducement to production is wholly
the market price, the area devoted to the crop may reasonably
be expected to change in concordance with changing prices.

The maximum Irish flax area on record was planted dur-
ing the sixties of the last century, when, owing to the interrup-
tion of raw cotton supplies from the United States, the linen
industry of the North of Ireland flourished exceedingly. As
may be seen by reference to Table I., very high prices for flax
prevailed during this period. The largest area recorded for any
single year since 1847 (302,000 acres) was planted in 1864.
Prices fell considerably during the late eighties and the first
two years of the nineties, and areas followed suit. In 1893 the
price recovered sharply, and was followed in 1894 by a sharp
recovery in the area to 101,000 acres, from 67,000 in the pre-
ceding year. Prices fell to a very low level during the years
1895-98, to be followed during the years 1896-99 by a remark-
able falling off in the area. The lowest and second lowest prices
on record prevailed during the years 1896 and 1897, and the
lowest and second lowest areas on record (with a single excep-
tion to be referred to later) were planted during the years 1898
and 1899. During this period prices generally reached the
lowest level recorded during the nineteenth century, but, even
so, it will be seen by again referring to Table I. that flax prices
wTere abnormally low when compared with those of the other
leading agricultural products. Prices recovered to a new high
peak in 1900 and the area to a new high peak in 1901; prices
fell to a fresh low level in 1903 and areas to a fresh low level
in 1904. The low price of 1908 was followed by the low area
of 1909; the high price of 1910 by the high area of 1911; and
the low price of 1913 by the low area of 1914. During the war
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years the price of fla* rose to a higher level, comparatively,
than that of any other agricultural product (see Table I.), and
the area increased from 49,000 acres in 1914 to 143,000 in 1918.
A fresh falling off in price was experienced during the end of
1920 and beginning of 19,21; the monthly average, which was as
high as 40/- per stone in August, 1920, fell to 11/10 in April,
1921. Thus the farmer became apprised of the altered price
situation before the planting of the latter year's crop. The re-
sult may be seen in the falling off in, the area from 127,000
acres in 1920 to 40,000 acres in 1921. The area in 1922 (34,032
acres) was the lowest on record, being some hundreds of acres
less than the very low areas returned for the years 1898 and
1899. A moderate recovery in areas has taken place during the
past few years, apparently in response to the slightly improved
prices prevailing in 1922, '23 and '24 as cornpared with those
of 1921.

The statistical record of the flax crop is specially import-
ant because of the proof it affords of the speedy adjustment of
the farmers' activities to changing prices where production
takes place solely with a view to direct sale. In the case of no
other crop or product, however, can the nice adjustment of
effort to price be so readily measured because either the product
is not wholly marketed and therefore the inducement to pro-
duction is not wholly its market price, or, as in the case of store
cattle, the farmer's commitments are such as to prevent his
making any speedy readjustment in response to short-period
price fluctuations. All the available statistical evidence, how-
ever, tends to confirm the view that in the long run he is not
less responsive to price movements in other directions than in
the case of flax-growing, provided, as already pointed out, that
diiect sale is the object of production.

WHFAT.

The price of wheat has lagged behind that of every other
agricultural product, and has now fallen so low that minor
fluctuations therein, scarcely affect at all the area devoted to the
crop. In the forties and fifties when prices were comparatively
high the area was very considerable, amounting in 1847 to
744,000 acres as against 34,000 in 1913 and 26,000 in 1925. In
the forties and fifties the farmer's responsiveness to price
changes can be readily discerned. For example, prices fell be-
tween 1846 and 1852 in the ratio of 131 to 76 and the area from
744,000 acres in 1847 to 327,000 in 1853. Prices were high be-
tween 1852 and 1856, and the area recovered to 560,000 acres
in 1857; prices reached a very low level during the years
1862-64 and the area fell from 401,000 acres in 1861 to 267,000
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in 1865. The area again increased during the late sixties, no
doubt in response to the recovery in prices observable during
that period; but thence onward prices tumbled down, and the
wheat grower had perforce to transfer his activities to other
and more remunerative forms of agricultural production.

BARLEY AND OATS.

Barley is another crop grown to a considerable extent for
cash. Prices have remained high relatively to those of wheat,
but have fallen in comparison with those of all the other veget-
able crops. It is therefore interesting to note that the area has
been better maintained than in the case either of oats or pota-
toes. The comparison, however, has but little relevancy since
the two latter crops, as may be seen by reference to Table VI.,
are grown only to a very limited extent for direct sale. More-
over, it is not improbable that the barley grower may be re-
stricted in his choice of alternative crops or activities by his
own economic circumstances or by the special suitability of his
land for this particular crop or its comparative limitations for
other agricultural purposes. It must, however, be admitted that
the movement of prices has run strongly against the barley-
grower, and if it persists much longer it would not be a very
rash prophecy to foretell that he too must abandon an unre-
munerative branch of agriculture, as the wheat grower has al-
ready all but done. It is significant in this sense that the second
smallest area on record (148,000 acres) was grown last year,
the smallest being 142,000 in 1915.

The area under oats is far larger than that devoted to
either wheat or barley. Owing to the comparatively small pro-
portion of the crop grown for market it is obviously not pos-
sible to trace any very intimate relation between the area and
the price. The miximum area on record (2^283,000 acres) was
planted in 1852 and the smallest (993,000) in 1925.

POTATOES.

No other crop has varied so much in market price from
year to year as the potato. This variation is due to the great
differences in the annual yields. High prices prevailed in all
the notoriously bad potato years, e.g., 1846, 1860, 1872, 1879,
1898, 1903; and low prices in the good years., e.g., 1874-76,
1887, 1901-2. It must also be observed that the full effect of a
deficient potato crop would not, for reasons already explained,
be adequately reflected in average annual prices such as those
shown in Table L, which relate to the calendar year rather than
the crop year.
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Potato prices ever since the famine have, on a broad aver-
age, been at least 100 per cent, higher than those recorded for
the years 1840 and 1845. This fact is all the more remarkable
since the general price level for all commodities between 1840
and 1913 was usually lower, and for long periods very much
lower, than in 1840. Dr. Hancock, writing in 1863 (Report on
the Supposed Progressive Decline of Irish Prosperity, Dublin,
1863), observes that: " I have been informed by persons of
great experience that the produce of potatoes per acre has never
since the famine at all equalled what it was before 1846. being
on an average about one-half." It would seem as if the dimi-
nished productiveness of the potato since 1846 has had a per-
manent effect upon the price. The maximum area within the
period of statistical record was planted in the year 1859,
namely, 1,200,000 acres; and the minimum area, 535,000 acres,
in 1925. This falling off must be attributed in part to the de-
cline in numbers of the population and in part to the change in
the dietary of the people from potatoes to breadstuffs, but un-
doubtedly there are also other causes. The following table
shows the tendency in potato cultivation in different countries
over long periods :—

TABLE VII.

Country.

(i)

Ireland (1859)
Great Britain (1871) ...
Denmark (1871)
Belgium (1855)
Norway (1865)
Holland (av. 1850-1855)
Sweden (1865)
German Empire (1878)
France'(1850)
United States (1875) ...

Area under Potat
*

(2)
Acres.
1,200

628
106
371
79

237
316

6,815
2,303
1,510

oes (1,000 acres).
1913.

(3)
Acres.
582
591
173
395
101
421
376

8,431
3,825
3,667

* Year shown in brackets in col. (1).

It will be seen that the tendency generally outside the
British Islands is to increase the area under this crop; in Great
Britain there has been a slight decline since 1871. The falling
off in the case of Ireland stands alone in its unenviable magni-
tude. Another interesting feature which the table reveals is



264 A Review of Irish Agricultural Prices.

that towards the middle of the nineteenth century potato cul-
tivation was developed in Ireland to a far greater extent, com-
paratively, than in other countries. When it is borne in mind
that the cultivation of the potato necessitates one of the most
intensive processes of tillage known in agriculture; that it must
be a manured crop; that the use of artificial fertilisers was al-
most unknown in Ireland until well into the second half of the
nineteenth century; that owing to the paucity in the number of
farm animals kept as compared with the present time there was
necessarily a dearth of farmyard manure; that spade cultiva-
tion was then almost universal—the magnitude of the Irish'
potato cultivator's achievement towards the middle of the nine-
teenth century stands out uniquely in the annals of agriculture.
It is probably correct to state that the cultivators of that period
have never received from their fellow-countrymen the meed of
appreciation which that great effort merits.

HAY.

Although the price of hay shows considerable fluctuations
from year to year it has not risen at all to the same extent as
that of potatoes. It may appear strange, therefore, that the
area under the crop—if hay can be elevated to the dignity of a
crop—should increase from 1,139,000 acres in 1847 to
2,743,000 acres at present, whilst during the same period the
area under potatoes has declined to the extent already indicated.
Kere, again, the crop is not produced to any appreciable extent

t for market,, and it is only when the prices of cattle and dairy
products are reviewed that some light is shed upon the induce-
ments to increase the acreage under hay.

PORK.

The intimate relation between pork prices and the num-
bers of pigs kept was recently pointed out in an article contri-
buted by the Statistics Branch to the last December issue of the
Irish Trade Journal. It is stated therein that "in no less than
twenty-three out of the thirty-one years from 1881 to 1913 a
rise or fall in pork prices in any twelve months was followed by
a rise or fall, respectively, in the number of pigs in the follow-
ing twelve months." When it is borne in mind that the pig is
produced mainly for market it is only natural indeed that sup-
plies should be largely governed by prices.

The table below shows the average monthly prices for pork
and for bonhams in each of the last three years.
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TABLE VIII.

Average monthly prices of young pigs (8 to 10 weeks old) and
of pork in each month during the years 1923, 1924 and 1925.

J anuary
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
N ovember
December

1923.
Young

Pigs
(each)

£
2
3
2
c
2
2
1
1
1
1
0
0

S
13
0

14
12
16
6

17
11
6
1

19
17

d
3
0
3
9
3
6
0
6
0
3,
0
0

Port
(per cwt.)

£
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
3
3
3
3

s
18
11
5
8
6
1
1
1

16
5
7
4

d
0
0
6
6~
0
6
0"
0
6
0
6
6

Younj
Pigs

(each)

£
0
0

1
1
1
1
1
1
1

il

s
16
15
16
2
7
5
6
6

11
9
5
6

1924.
i

d
3
9
9
3
0
3
0
9
9
9
9
9

Port
(per cwt.)

£
3
3
3
3
3
4
3
4
4
4
3
3

1 s
7
5

10
12
16
0

18
7
2
1

19
19

d
6
0
6
0
0
6
0
6
0
0
6
6

Young
Pigs

(each)

£
i

JL

1
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
2
2

s
8

13
17
19
18
17
19
4

11
11
11
9

1925.

d
6
6
0
9
6
6
9
9
0
0
6
9

Pork
(per cwt

£
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
5
5
4
4
5

S
4

10
17
16
15
16
15
1
1

16
16

1

.)

d
3
0
3
6
3
6
0
3
6
9
0
3

A glance at the table will suffice to show that when the
price of pork is high the price of young pigs also is high, and
that the two prices rise and fall simultaneously or subject to a
lag of a month or so in the price of bonhams behind that of
pork. The position is graphically represented in the accom-
panying diagram, which is based upon the comparative varia-
tion shown in the respective prices, the average price for the
three-year period in each case being taken as equal to 100.

The diagram shows that a given percentage change up-
wards or downwards in the price of pork was accompanied or
followed immediately by a greater percentage change in the
same direction in the price of young pigs. When the price of
pork was relatively high, as in the early part of 1923, the price
of young pigs, proportionately, was still higher. Between
January and December of that year pork prices fell by 34 per
cent, and the price of bonhams by no less than 68 per cent.
Very low prices prevailed both for pork and young pigs in
February, 1924; by December, 1925, pork had again risen by
56 per cent., to be accompanied by a rise in the price of bon-
hams amounting to as much as 216 per cent. The situation
here disclosed should put on their mettle those directely in-
terested in maintaining the supply of pigs to pay the largest
possible price for the finished animal, because any fall in this

G
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price reacts with greater severity upon the price of the bonham
and hence the inducement to produce the young animal rapidly
disappears.

DIAGRAM I.
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BUTTER, BEEF AND STORE CATTLE.

These prices are economically interdependent, as least so
far as concerns many of their effects, and they are therefore
best reviewed together. Butter prices have risen in much the
same proportion as beef prices, but much less than store cattle
prices. The increase in the price of store cattle constitutes one
of the outstanding features of the price situation as revealed in
Table I. Since 1840 they have risen in the ratio of 100 to 440
oi by 340 per cent., whilst in the same interval wheat has risen
by 18 per cent, only; oats by 72 per cent., barley, 40; hay, 89;
potatoes, 234; flax, 137; butter, 89; pork, 160; wool, 14. Only
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Gne agricultural product, namely, eggs, has outpaced store cattle
in price, and egg production does not compete with cattle-rear-
mg as a farming activity. Moreover, store cattle, unlike pota-
toes and hay, are produced wholly for market, and the farmer's
activities, as already pointed out in the case of other products
similarly disposed of, must react immediately to price changes
affecting these animals. Ever since the forties the trend of
prices has favoured the production of store cattle, and the fol-
lowing table shows how the farmer has responded to the in-
ducement thus held out to him :—

TABLE IX.

Number of Cattle in Ireland.
(000 omitted.)

Year.

(1)
1850
1860
1870
1880
1890
1900
1910
1920

Under one
year old.

(2)
503
580
772
841

1,023
1,086
1,111
1,196

One to two
years old.

(3)
594
624
704
819
900

1,034
1,014
1,109

Two years old
and over.

(4)

775
795
864
917

1,031
976

1,095

Milch Cows.

(5)
1,626*
1,545
1,529
1,398
1,401
1,458
l,557f
1,577|

*In 1854
t Specifically include " heifers in calf."

The numbers shown in column (2) are immensely signi-
ficant because they represent the growing tendency to rear the
calf rather than to slaughter it for veal. By reference to the
figures in column (5) it will be seen that the increase in the
numbers of young animals cannot be attributed to any increase
in the size of the parent herd.

The farmer keeps milch cows for one or more of the fol-
lowing reasons :—

(a) To provide himself and his family with milk and
butter.

(b) To provide milk for sale.
(c) To produce butter for sale.
(d) To produce young cattle for sale.
The force of these motives, particularly of (b), (c) and

(d), will vary according to circumstances, but every such varia-
tion is fraught with its own economic consequences. The
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motive to produce young cattle does not appear to have been
very strong towards the middle of the nineteenth century, and
hence reason (a) or (b) or (c) or any two or the three of them
collectively would have operated with relatively greater force
than (d). As the price of young cattle increases relatively to
other products of the dairy herd it is obvious that reason (d)
will gain in importance relatively to the others specified, and
the farmer will respond by increasing the numbers of his young
cattle. There is indeed no conflict with (a), (b) and (c) in the
attainment of (d) unless and until the increased rearing of
young stock, which require the same kind of keep as milch
cows, compels the farmer to limit the latter with a view to an
expansion of the numbers of store cattle carried. But the far-
mer has another way out of his dilemma, namely, to discontinue
those other branches of agricultural production which he finds
c*re becoming relatively less profitable than the rearing of store
cattle. He may decide progressively to divert to meadow and
pasture portions of his land hitherto devoted to wheat or oats
or barley or potatoes, and thereby increase his capacity to rear
store cattle without necessarily sacrificing or diminishing his
dairy herd. There is indeed nothing very abstruse either in the
problem as it has confronted the farmer or in the manner in
which he has dealt with it. The abundant statistical data in the
iiiatter speak for themselves.

, It is quite clear that the motives which actuate the farmer
in keeping milch cows have varied radically in force since the
forties; then the production of young cattle might well have
been a minor consideration, whilst now it may be one of the
first importance. If ihis should happen to be the case it is
apparent that a new light is shed upon the question so often
osked, namely, why the Irish farmer has failed to develop the
dairying industry, or, in other words, failed to increase the
number of milch cows in the country and to improve their milk
and butter-producing qualities as farmers in other countries
have done. The numerous critics of the Irish farmer never
consider it necessary to enquire how it has happened that he
has succeeded in developing the rearing of young cattle to
an extent altogether unequalled in any country of the old
world; nor pause to ask themselves the question whether the
rearing of young cattle on such a scale is inconsistent with or
inimical to the full development of other branches of agricul-
ture.

The following table shows the numbers of " other cattle "
per 100 milch cows in different countries in 1924 and the num-
bers of milch cows at different periods since 1860.
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TABLE X.

269

V-/Ouniry«

Ireland
Great

Britain
Denmark
Holland
Belgium
France
United

States
Australia
New

Zealand

I860.

1,626

2;038(D
777^
896<6>
681 do)

6,400

8,586
—

—

Number of Dairy Cattle.
(000 omitted )

1880.

1,398

2,242
898(3)
911(7)
754

6,587

12,443
—

—

1900.

1,458

2;621
l,011(4)

964(8)
828

7,820

17,136
1,188

381

1924.

i,636(5)

3,112
1,369(5)
i,086(9)

839
7,431

25,319
2,305a1)

1,313

No. of "other
cattle" per 100

(1924)

207

127
64
90(9)
81
89

156
479(11)

172

(D1867. (2)1861. <3)i881. W1903. (5)In-calf heifers speci-
fically included. (6>Av. 1866-70. (7>Av. 1871-80. (8>1901.
(01921.

It will be seen that in numbers of " other cattle " relatively
to milch cows Ireland occupies on enviable or unenviable posi-
tion according to the point of view, and that she seems quite
alone in her failure to increase appreciably the size of her dairy
herd within the past sixty years. The figures point strongly to
the conclusion that the production of milk and butter cannot be
the predominant motive influencing the Irish farmer in regard
to the numbers of milch cows now kept, but that rather the pro-
duction of young animals is the governing factor in the situa-
tion. In Denmark, Holland, Belgium, France, and even Great
Britain the comparative paucity of " other cattle " relatively to
milch cows suggests that butter, cheese and milk production is
a predominant motive underlying the maintenance and increase
cf dairy herds in these countries. If there is such a divergency
of objective between the farmer in the countries mentioned and
the Irish farmer, a whole train of far-reaching consequences
must necessarily ensue. A man employed in a dual capacity
will usually strive after the greater efficiency in the avocation
which brings him or is likely to bring him the larger return. A
farmer is a man employed in manifold capacities, many of
which tend to become mutually inconsistent and destructive.
He will naturally devote his energy and ability in greater mea-
sure to the objective which proves most attractive, whether it
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be dairying or cattle rearing or tillage, and in so far as these
objectives are in conflict the less attractive must suffer neglect.
In Denmark or Holland or Belgium dairying may be an objec-
tive of primary importance and cattle rearing for beef a second-
ary one; in these countries, therefore, the farmer qwa dairy-
man is likely to be more efficient than the farmer qua cattleman ;
in Ireland, on the other hand, cattle rearing for beef production
may now be a farming objective of primary importance and
cattle rearing for milk and butter production one of secondary
importance only, and in this case the achievements of the Irish
farmer qua dairyman cannot in reason be expected to rank as
high as those of the Dane., the Dutchman or Belgian, but must
be expected to rank higher in the domain of cattle production
for beef. The Danish as compared with the Irish cow is re-
puted a more efficient milk producer, but nothing derogatory
to the capacity of the Irish farmer is proven by this fact; it is
necessary also to show that the Danish as compared with the
Irish calf is a more efficient beef producer before even a sug-
gestion based upon such data, regarding the comparative ineffi-
ciency of the Irish farmer, can be made to rest upon reputable
evidence.

To many it might appear strange that whilst the price of
beef between 1840 and 1925 has risen only in the ratio of 100
to 183, that of store cattle increased in the ratio of 100 to about
420. The price of beef, however, must to a large extent, govern
the price of store cattle, and if the one price has outpaced the
other some factor or factors must have arisen in the meantime
affecting differentially, and in a sense favourable to the pro-
ducer, the price of store cattle. There is every reason to believe
that, in fact, a number of such factors have come into play.
The prices of beef upon which the figures shown in column
(12) of Table I. are based were those prevailing in Dublin, but
the prices of store cattle similarly employed in columns (14)
and (15) are the averages of those paid at fairs throughout the
country. The development since the forties of rail transport
in Ireland and the improvement of steam transport between
Ireland and Great Britain have, in effect, brought the Irish
cattle producer nearer to his market and thus eliminated or
reduced many of the costs and difficulties incidental to the
cross-Channel traffic in live cattle in the old days. The farmer
would gain all or most of the advantages secured in this man-
ner, and the gain would manifest itself in the enhanced prices
paid for store cattle, even assuming the price of beef to remain
constant. But the price of beef has also advanced. In review-
ing the prices of pork and young pigs it has been shown that a
given advance in the price of the finished animal or product
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(pork) admits of and indeed inevitably leads to a greater per-
centage advance in the price of the young animal; there is no
reason to -doubt that the same price relation subsits as between
beef and store cattle. Another factor may be an improvement
effected since 1840 in the breed or beef-producing qualities of
the young cattle. Finally,, any cheapening of feeding stuffs,
especially of those fed during the final stages of fattening,
would operate as a further differential factor tending to in-
crease the price of stores relatively to beef.

EGGS.

Eggs have risen in price relatively to every other Irish
agricultural product and have advanced enormously compared
with prices in general as measured by the Statist-Sauerbeck
Index Number. The accompanying diagram illustrates the
price trends for eggs and for wheat as compared with that for
general prices. It shows clearly how it has happened that egg
production has become steadily more profitble and how com-
paratively unattractive is wheat growing.

Here, again, the ready response of the farmer to a favour-
able price trend can be traced. The numbers of poultry re-
turned for Ireland in the late forties and early fifties were
round about six millions; in 1925 the corresponding figure was
twenty-four millions. Part of this increase is indeed due to
the. fact that the net of the statistical enumerators is nov/ more
carefully drawn, but after every allowance is made for any
possible discrepancy attributable to this cause, the fact re-
mains unquestionable that the numbers of poultry in the coun-
try have been greatly increased in response to the progressive
advance in the price of eggs. It is specially interesting to note
that prices in recent years as compared with 1913 have been
much better maintained than those of most of the other agri-
cultural products listed, not excepting even store cattle. (See
Table V.)

MUTTON AND WOOL.

Ever since the forties and particularly since the eighties
the price of wool has tended below that of every other product,
with the single exception of wheat. The price of wool, there-
fore, offers no very strong inducement to the sheep farmer. On
the other hand, the price of mutton has tended to rise through-
GUt the whole of the period since 1840 relatively to the price of
beef. Since 1922 this tendency has become very marked, and,
should it continue, a recovery in the size of the flock may rea-
sonably be anticipated. Already the statistics for 1925 show
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an increase in numbers to 3,297,000 from 3,235^000 in the pre-
vious year, a fact which shows that the sheep farmer is not un-
responsive to a favourable price trend.

DIAGRAM II.
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SEASONAL PRICE VARIATIONS.

Variations in agricultural prices may be classed under four
distinct headings, namely :—

(1) An upward or a downward trend as compared with
the course of general prices.

(2) An upward or a downward movement in the course
of actual prices.

(3) Annual fluctuations due mainly to variations in har-
vest yields at home and abroad.

(4) Seasonal variations due to the seasonal character of
many types of agricultural production couplea with
variability in the keeping qualities of the products.

Variations (1), (2) and (3) have already been repeatedly
exemplified. Seasonal variations still remain to be considered,
but it is impossible, having regard to the inevitable limitations
of a paper such as this, to deal with them comprehensively.

Seasonal fluctuations in the price of butter, however, merit
special attention at the present time. Probably it would not be
too rash to assert that for centuries, indeed it may be so since
butter was first brought to market in Ireland, prices in winter
have been higher than in summer. In the Board of Trade
Return already referred to June and December prices at Cork
for Irish mild-cured butter are given for each year from 1862
to 1902, and in not a single instance is the summer price as
high as the preceding or succeeding winter price. The aver-
age June price over the whole period of forty-one years for the
best quality Irish mild-cured butter is 97/6 per cwt, and the
average December price 128/2, or 31 per cent. more. Through-
out the period from 1900 to 1913 the same price features are
without exception revealed each year in the official statistics.
During the world war and the few years immediately follow-
ing seasonal fluctuations were practically submerged by the
rapid advance in prices, but again towards the end of 1921
prices attained a new level of equilibrium which, broadly speak-
ing, they have maintained ever since. In 1922, for what may
have been the first time in the history of the country under
reasonably stable price'conditions as described, the winter price
of butter fell below the summer price. The usual seasonal
movements reasserted themselves in 1923 and 1924, but again
in 1925 the winter price has fallen below the summer price.

The explanation of this novel feature in the butter price
situation is to be found in the rapid development during recent
years of the dairying industry of countries in the Southern
hemisphere, notably Australia, New Zealand and the Argentine
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Republic, whose summer season and therefore period of maxi-
mum butter production corresponds to our winter season and
period of minimum butter production.

The table below shows the quantities of butter imported
into Great Britain and Northern Ireland from the principal
sources of external supply in the months of August and Decem-
ber, 1925 :—

TABLE XI.

Country whence
imported.

Irish Free State
Denmark
The Argentine ...
Australia
New Zealand

Quantity-
August, 1925.

cwt.
61,166

142,343
20,134
15,833
21,399

Imported.
December, 1925

cwt.
17,390

172,382
63,859

122,322
65,204

The following were the London mid-month quotations as
reported in the Statist in September and December, 1922 and
1925, respectively, for Danish butter :—

1922. 1925.
per cwt. per cwt.

September ... 225/- to 227/- ... 220/- to 224/-
December ... 202/- to 212/- ... 188/- to 190/-

Thus, the prices in the two years 1922 and 1925 were lower in
the season during which butter is produced in the Northern
hemisphere with the maximum of expense than in the season
when produced at the minimum expense.

The following table indicates how the dairy herds in Aus-
tralia, New Zealand and the Argentine have increased in num-
bers in recent years :—

TABLE XII.

Numbers of Dairy Cows.
1919. 1923.

Australia ... 1,909,000 ... 2,305,000
New Zealand ... 826,000 ... 1,249,000
The Argentine ... 2,378,000* ... 3,295,000

* In 1918.

When it is recalled that Irish farmers have scarcely in-
creased at all the numbers of their milch cows in a period of
70 years the magnitude of the achievement of Australia and
New Zealand where the herds have been increased by 400,000
animals m each case within the period of four years ending
with 1923 can be appreciated; but this achievement is entirely
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eclipsed by Argentina, which has increased the dairy herd
from 2,378,000 to 3,295,000 in the period 1918-23. To what
lengths this growing tendency in the agricultural systems of
certain countries in the Southern hemisphere may still run it is
obviously difficult to foretell, but no one can doubt the possi-
bility of further great expansion if the prices for butter in
importing countries remain attractive.

A further disturbing element is introduced into the situa-
tion by what appears to be the great variability of butter pro-
duction in the Southern hemisphere. For example, the total
butter output in Australia in 1922, evidently an unfavourable
>ear, was 32,000,000 lbs. less than in 1921, although the dairy
herd was larger in 1922 by 77,000 animals.

The winter dairying industry of Denmark appears to be
gravely threatened by the development of competition in world
markets from countries in the Southern hemisphere. In Ire-
land all the efforts hitherto to develop this industry have met
with but a very poor response, and the prospects for the future
appear to be freshly overshadowed by the price situation de-
scribed. It might indeed be asserted with every show of reason
that never in the recent history of Irish agriculture were the
prospects of winter dairying less hopeful than at present.

When it is borne in mind that all agricultural products are
subject in some degree to seasonal price variations and that in
the case of no two of them can it be asserted that these varia-
tions would be entirely the same or the factors governing them
entirely similar, one realises the comprehensive character of
any adequate review of this aspect of Irish agricultural prices.

INTERNATIONAL PRICE TRENDS.

Whilst the prices of grain appear to have been systematic-
ally collected for most countries for a lengthened periocl, those
of other products are not so readily available, and, where avail-
able, comparison is sometimes difficult. It has already been
shown in the case of Ireland that the price trend favoured ani-
mals and animal products and was unfavourable to cereal cul-
tivation. If the prices only of one or the other group of these
products were available it would not be possible statistically to
establish an important proposition of the foregoing character.
The difficulty of instituting international comparisons is further
increased by the necessity of having regard to the manner in
which the farmers dispose of their products, i.e., the compara-
tive proportions in which consumed on the farm or sent to
market.
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The Director-General of Agriculture at The Hague, who
was approached for information on this subject, was good
enough to furnish a number of figures., but he writes that
t% many of the older data are very approximate and should be
appreciated merely as a hint for the movement of prices." The
Chief of the Department of Statistics at Copenhagen, who
v/as also approached, replied that "for those products for which
no ' Kapitelstakster' are fixed, the Department can only refer
to its trade statistics." The Danish Kapitelstokster for
Afgroden contains official prices of the following amongst other
agricultural products extending in unbroken sequence from
1821 to 1920, namely, wheat, oats, barley, rye, butter and pork.
From 1921 the prices only of the four cereals are being col-
lected. The French Agricultural Statistics show the average
annual prices of the leading tillage products grown in the coun-
try mostly since the year 1840, and in the case of wheat since
1815. For England and Wales there are available the well-
known " Gazette Prices " for wheat, oats and barley. From
the sources indicated the following table has been prepared with
the object of indicating the variable price trends in the different
countries mentioned :—

TABLE XIII.

Comparative prices in the year 1913 in the different countries
mentioned. (Prices in 1840 = 100 in every case).

England
Ireland. and Denmark. Holland. France.

Wales.

Wheat ... 66 ... 48 ... 119 ... 73 ... 95
Oats ... 120 ... 74 ... 197 ... 86 ... 155
Barley ... 112 ... 75 ... 216 ... 105 ... 164

The figures in this table must necessarily be interpreted
with a certain amount of reserve, but they at least suggest how
divergent price trends for particular products might be even
in neighbouring countries during any given period of time. The
lull significance of the divergencies indicated in this table can-
not, however, be shown in the absence of statistics of the price
ti ends of representative groups of animals and animal products
in these countries at the same time. For example, the table
shows that whilst in Ireland the price of wheat between 1840
and 1913 fell in the ratio of 100 to 66; in Denmark it rose in
the ratio of 100 to 119; in Ireland oats rose in the ratio of 100
to 120, and in Denmark 100 to 194; in Ireland barley rose in
the ratio of 100 to 112 and in Denmark in the ratio of 100 to
216. The statistics therefore show that the price trend for



By Thomas Barrington. 277

cereals was relatively much more favourable to the farmer in
Denmark than in Ireland, and hence no credit is due to the
Danish farmer at the expense of his Irish confrere for main-
taining with much greater success the area under cereals. The
full effect of the contrast does not, however, end here. If,
during the same period, the price of store cattle rose relatively
more in Ireland than in Denmark a further factor would oper-
ate to keep the Danish farmer in tillage and to force the Irish
farmer out of it. Thus the Danish and Irish farmer would be
impelled along different lines of agricultural activity owing to
the operation of divergent economic forces in the two countries.

A further illustration of the divergencies in price trends in
different countries is afforded by the following table showing
comparable agricultural prices of certain products in the United
States and in Ireland respectively in the year 1924, prices in
1913 being taken as equal to 100 in every case.

Ireland

174
159
176

143
139
156

213
177

* Creamery, extra, Boston.

In this table the price relation shown in column (2) does
not admit of direct comparison with that in column (3) owing
to the difference in the price levels prevailing in the two coun-
tries in 1924 as compared with 1913, but the United States
prices show a considerable falling off or lagging behind for
cattle as compared with tillage products, whilst in the case of
Ireland the same tendency is not nearly so marked. Again, the
prices of dairy products—milk and butter—appear to be well
maintained in the United States relatively to every other type
of agricultural price, and hence the discouragement is confined
to beef cattle and would not necessarily extend to milch cows.
The United States agricultural statistics show that the numbers
of other cattle (exclusive of milch cows) in that country de-

(1)
Wheat
Oats
Barley
Cattle—cows, choice

,, heifers
Store Cattle—2 to 3

1 to 2
Eggs
Milk, fresh
Potatoes
Butter

TABLE

...
to prime

years
years

XIV.
United .States.

(2)

144-8
136-8
1307
1012
1159
—
—

145
1537
1424
166-9*
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clined from 41,720,000 1st January, 1924, to 39,609,000 on the
same date in 1925, whilst during the same period the number
of milch cows increased from 24,786,000 to 25,319,000.

Needless to observe, it is impossible to deal adequately
with international price comparisons within brief compass. In
this paper the matter is introduced primarily because of its rele-
vancy to the main topic under review and also because of its
enormous significance. It must, however, be recognised that
scarcely the fringe of the subject is touched, but it may never-
theless be claimed that sufficient statistical material has been
adduced to suggest the necessity for the greatest caution in ar-
riving at any conclusions concerning the energy, capacity or
agricultural knowledge of farmers of different countries by a
mere counting and contrast of the types of activities pursued
or the comparative intensity of these activities. For example,
the following are the comparative yields for some principal
crops cultivated in the United States, Denmark and Ireland :—•

TABLE XV.

Yields per hectare in quintals. (Average of 1909-13).

Wheat
Oats
Barley
Potatoes

United States.
9 9

no
131
65-4

Denmark.
331
18*9
231

. 148-3

Ireland
25*3
228
24*4

.. 129-5

It would be incorrect to deduce from the comparatively
small yields obtained by the Yankee farmer that he is a less
competent or capable agriculturist than the Dane or the Irish-
marij just as it would be incorrect to deduce from the compara-
tively higher yields obtained in Ireland for oats and barley as
compared with Denmark that the Irish agriculturist is more
competent and capable than the Dane. So far., however, the
risk of false inference is not very great.

When, however, comparison is made between the sum of
Danish and of Irish agricultural activities reason too often dis-
appears from the reckoning. Who has not heard it asserted
that because there is less dairying or less pig production in
Ireland the Irish farmer is less alert and less competent than
his Danish competitor? Does the conclusion follow that be-
cause the Dane has increased the numbers of his milch cows
or the number of his pigs relatively to the Irishman he is a
more progressive and more practical agriculturist? In order
to answer this question with any degree of certainty, it is neces-
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szvy among other things to compare price trends for all the
leading agricultural products in Denmark and in Ireland re-
spectively over a long period of time.

The urge to agricultural effort may be regarded as two-
fold in character: first, to provide directly from the soil a
proportion of the necessaries of life for the cultivator; and,
secondly, and usually the more important consideration, to
produce goods for sale. So far as the second of these motives
is concerned, the farmer has practically no alternative but to
adapt his activities, within the limitations imposed by soil and
climate, to comparative price changes. Whether, in the long
run, he will in this way serve remoter interests^ be they his own
or those of the State, equally well is another matter.

However chequered has been the record of agriculture in
Ireland, there is not a scintilla of evidence in the ample statis-
tical material available to suggest that the Irish farmer has
regulated his productive activities otherwise than in accordance
with the economic tendencies of his time.

NOTE.

The statistics quoted in this paper have been taken from
the following sources :—

Agricultural Statistics of Ireland; Returns of Agricultural
Prices (Ireland); Journal of the Department of Agriculture;
The Agricultural Output of Ireland, 1908; The Agricultural
Statistics of Great Britain; Report of the Committee on the
Stabilisation of Agricultural Prices (Great Britain); The
Statist; Statistisk Aarbog for Danmurk; Kapitelstakstr for
Afgrod.en (Copenhagen); Verslag Over Den Landbouw in
Nederland; Annuaire Statistique de la Belgique; Statistique
Agricole (Paris); Annmaire Statistique (Paris); Wholesale
Prices (U. S. Dept. of Labour); Year Book of the United
States Department of Agriculture ; Official Year Book of the
Commonzvealth of Australia; Official Year Book of Nezv Zea-
land; Annuaire International de Statistique Agricole (Rome);
Le Lait et ses Derives (International Agricultural Institute).

[APPENDIX.
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APPENDIX.
List of Official Agricultural Prices at present collected, showing intervals

for which prices are available.

Product.

Wheat, per cwt. ...
Oats, per cwt. ...
Earley, per cwt. ...
Potatoes, per cwt.
Mangels, per ton
Turnips (stock food) per

ton
Hay, per ton
Oat Straw, per ton
Wheat Straw, per ton
Grass Seeds, per cwt
Wool, per lb.
Pork, per cwt
Flax, per 14 lbs. ...
Butter, per cwt ...
*Eggs, per 120 ...
Hens, per pair ...
Chickens, per pair
Ducks, per pair ...
Turkeys, per head
Geese, per head ...
Dublin Market Fat Cattie

and Fat Sheep, per cwt.
Calves, per head
fStore Cattle—

6-12 months, per head ...
1-2 years, per head
2-3 years, per head
3 yrs. and over, per head

Fat Cattle—
2-3 years, per head
3 yrs. and over, per head
Cows and Bulls, per head

Springers (Cows and Hei-
fers), per head

Milch Cows (down calved),
per head

Lambs, per head
Store Sheep—

1-2 years, per head
2 yrs. and over, per head

Fat Sheep—
1-2 years, per head
2 yrs. and over, per head

Ycung Pigs—
8-10 weeks, per head

Store Pigs—
10 weeks to 4 months,
per head
4 weeks and over, per
head

Fat Pigs, per head
Fat Sows, per head

Intervals

Yearly.

1881
1881
1881
1881
1919

1919
1881
1919
1919
1895
1881

' 1881
1881
1881
1881
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919

1881
,1910

1900
1881
1881

- 1887

1910
1910
1910

1887 "

1910
1881

1890
1890

1910
1910

1908

1910

1913
1910
1910

for which average prices are

Quarterly.

1891
1891
1891
1891
1919

1919
1891
1919
1919
1895
1891
1891
1891
1891
1891
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919

1894
1894

1910
1891
1891
1891

1910
1910
1910

1891

1910
1891

1891
1891

1910
1910

1908

1910

1913
1910
1910

Monthly.

1909
1909
1909
1909
1916

1916
1909
1916
1916
1909
1909
1909
1909
1909
1909
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916

1908
1906

1911
* 1906

1906
1906

1911
1911
1911

1906

1911
1906

1906
1906

1911
1911

1911

1911

1913
1911
1911

available.

Weekly

1901
1901
1901

1919-1922

1919-1922

1919-1922

1919-1922

1913

*No Reports, 1887-1892. fIncluded in "Ca lves" prior to 1910.


