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The purpose of this paper, introducing to the Society the subject

of Catholic ecclesiastical and religion statistics, is to suggest some
lines of inquiry, while also giving a general account of contemporary
studies in this field.

The Church had, after the fall of the Roman Empire, made itself
responsible for certain statistics of population movements; and since
the Council of Trent an obligation had been placed upon parish priests
to keep accurate records of baptisms, marriages and deaths. Several
of the Sacred Congregations of the Holy See have always received for
their information regular reports of a statistical nature. The most
important archives, from the statistical point of view, are those of the
Congregations knowns as " De Propaganda Fide ", " Pro Ecclesia
Orientali ", and " Concistoriale "; but other Congregations, " De
Disciplina Sacramentorum ", and of Religious, and of Seminaries,
handle an amount of statistical material relevant to their work.

The Congregation of Seminaries published, in 1934, a statistical
work on a grand scale, Elenchus Seminariorum cum Appendice et
Imaginibus phototypicis poliglottis Vaticanis. The Congregation of
Religious published, in 1941, Statistica degli Ordini e Congregazioni
religiose; maschili e femminili di diritto pontificio (Poliglotta Vatican a,
1941). The Congregation "Pro Ecclesia Orientali " published in 1932
statistics relating to the faithful of the Oriental rite, Statistica con
cenni storici delta Gerarchia e dei Fedeli di Bito Orientals The
Consistorial receives, every five years, information sent by the
Ordinaries of Dioceses on the basis of a questionnaire published m
the Acta Apostolical Sedis of 4th November, 1918. The greatest
volume of statistics reaches and is handled by the Congregation " De
Propaganda Fide ", which published in 1906 a Little Atlas of Catholic
Missions; in 1930, a volume of statistics of the missions as at 30 .h
June, 3927; and in 1934, a general guide to Catholic missions, Guida
delle Missioni Cattoliche. The 1930 volume contains one hundred
and twenty-seven series of statistics dealing with missionary territories
and their inhabitants, missionaries, ecclesiastical areas, the CathoVe
populations, schools, hospitals, etc. The value of statistics for purely
ecclesiastical purposes has been ^iven noteworthy recognition by tve
inclusion of the subject, since 1932, in the courses of the law and
nrissiolo<ry faculties of the Lateran, Gregorian, and Propaganda Fide
Un;versHies invRome.
# For Italy, apart from the authoritative Annuario Pontificio, pub-

lished yearly for the Holy See, the Piccolo Annuario Cattolico Jta^ano
gave, s^ee 3938. nm<4i useful s+atisticpi information; anrl Tl VnJto
della Chiesa (Civitas Gentium, Vatican City, 1944) gave further detail,
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with the following preamble, which is of interest in view of the official
source of the comment:—

" The idea of the usefulness, and even of the necessity, of endowing
the Apostolic See with an organic, general and unifying statistical
service, with a comparative periodical quantitative presentation of
data and affairs of interest to the Church in all its sectors and its
essential manifestations, continues to gain ground and to be confirmed
from year to year ever more vigorously, both amongst the responsible
organisations of the Central hierarchy and amongst the episcopate.

" In the scientific field, it has been fully discussed; and there are
not lacking projects and concrete proposals; so that it is permissible
to hope that, with the return of normal civil conditions amongst the
nations, a beginning will be made to implement the idea in a practical
way.

" For that reason, in the present state of affairs and in the absence
of adequate equipment, the data here given are to be regarded as
yery approximate and subject to variations, more or less considerable
according to the sources from which they are derived, and subject to
corrections, even of a major nature, in the light of later and more
accurate figures. Nonetheless, the synthesis that follows will give
an idea of the sum-total of the imposing forces of the religious troops
which silently but tirelessly work for the good of souls and for the
greatness of the Church ". (II Volto delta Chiesa, 1944, page 313.)

That is a brief account of the Church position. It is to
be regretted that there is no central office of the Holy See
specially for the purpose of centralising and combining the
statistics of the different Congregations. As far back as 1901,
a congress of German Catholics voted a resolution for the
setting-up of an international statistical office for the universal
Church. In 1919, a Central Office of Ecclesiastical Statistics was
established for Germany at Cologne. It is in Italy, however, that
the subject has attracted most attention; and since 1872 the Italian
Statistical Society has been attempting approaches towards settling
the most suitable and fruitful lines of inquiry, summarised in a paper
read to the Society by Carmelo D'Agata in June, 1940, " Attempts of
Official Bodies in Italy to Revive Ecclesiastical Statistics ". (La
Statistica Ecclesiastica nei Tentavi di Rilevazione : Fatti Dagli Organi
Ufficiali in Italia.) From a not very hopeful summary, D'Agata con-
cluded that there could be success only where there is an authority
capable of ensuring that the questionnaires will be completed and
returned. If ecclesiastical statistics for Italy only are in question, he
suggested that the Central Institute of Statistics could do the work;
but if international ecclesiastical statistics are to be collected and
collated, it could be done only, obviously, by an organisation depend-
ing from the Holy See. Such an organisation would not be a duplica-
tion of any other body collecting statistics from different countries,
but would enable the Catholic statistics to be prepared on a uniform
basis, and comparable in a way that no group of international statistics
has yet been able to achieve.

Professor A. Canaletti-Gaudenti had already, in La Statistica ad
uso delta Chiesa, first published in 1938 (Rome, Libreria Ulpiano), put
forward a proDOsal for the establishment of a central statistical office
for the collection and formulation of Catholic ecclesiastical statistics.
In June, 1940, in a raner, " La Statistica Ecclesiastica ", read to
the Italian Statistical Society, he returned to the subject. The census
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statistics (of Italy) already give what are called " religious statistics ",
which relate to the denominational groupings in the population. ^ The
purpose of separate and purely ecclesiastical statistics is, he said, to
picture the religious vitality, as distinct from mere numbers of
adherents. Confining himself to a consideration of Catholic
ecclesiastical statistics, he, also, concluded that on account of the
universality of the Church, such a body of statistics, dealing with a
vital part of the life of people in different civil disciplines, would have
to be centralised in the Holy See. Otherwise, quoting an eminent
Belgian sociologist, E. de Moreau: " On se trouvera devant des
multiplicity de chiffxes etablies sans accord prealable, sans methode
uniforme et peut-etre sans competence". (La Statistique Ecclesiastique,
in Nouvelle Revue Theologique, Louvain, Sep.-Oei, 1937.)

1. Population Statistics.
In the Irish Census of Population, 1926, Volume III, Part I

(Religions), it was explained: " The 1926 Census was compiled by
machines which sorted and counted cards punched in accordance with.
code numbers given to each Religion, each Birthplace, each Occupation,
etc. In the scheme of machine operations adopted it was possible to
compile statistics of Religions, of the Irish Language, etc., as by-
products, while sorting the cards in connection with other subjects.
In order to take full advantage of this scheme it was necessary to
confine attention to the principal religions; otherwise the cost of
obtaining the statistics of religions would have been much more than
doubled. On this account, and in order to be in a position to meet
fully the more insistent demands for as much information as possible
which would throw light on the economic structure and condition of
the country, it was decided, in view of the results of the 1911 Census,
to compile particulars for only the following six religions: Catholics,
Protestant Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Methodists, Jews and
Baptists. All other religions were compiled as one group. Although
in 1926 only 0-03 per cent, of the total population belonged to
religions other than the six specified above, it is feared that many
earnest workers will be disappointed that attention had to be confined
to these six religions, and it was with regret that this decision had to
be made." (P. vii.)

The age-composition of the population in religious groups for the
six religions mentioned above is shown in the following Table (I) :—

TABLE I.

Number of persons of each religion in five age groups, per 100 of total
persons in that religion, from Vol. Ill Irish Census of Population,

1926 and 1936, and Second Interim Report, 1946 Census.

Under 15 ...
15 to 34
35 to 44
45 to 65
65 and1 over...

Catholic

1926

29-7
31-3
11-5
18-5
90

100-0

1936

28-2
33-2
11-9
19*3

9-4

100-0

3

1946

28-3
30-6
12-o
18-8
10-3

100-0

1926

29-2
39-5
11-9
15-8

3-6

300-0

Jews

1936

23-0
39-8
14-8
17-9

4-5

100-0

1946

21-0
31-2
17-9
23-2

6-7

100-0

Prc

1926

24-3
28-9,
12-4
22-9
11-5

100-0

-sbytcric

1936

21-2
29-5
13-0
23-8
12-5

100-0

ins

194fi

21-9
26-3
13-8
23-6
14-4

100-0

M

1926

21-8
29-7
13-8
23-8
10-9

100-0

ethodis

1936

18-9
3n-7
13-2
24-3
12-9

100-0

ts

1946

19-6
25-1
15-2
24-4
15-7

1000
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1926

13-8
340
14-9
27-3
10-0

100-0

Baptists

1936

140
33-8
17-5
23-6
111

100-0

1946

17-1
27-3
14-5
26-6
14-5

100-0

Episcopalians

1926

22-4
291
12-9
23-9
11-7

100-0

1936

19-2
29-6
12-9

. 250
13-3

100-0

1946

19-4
25-2
13-9
251
16-4

100 0

The sequence is based on the relative age-vitalities of the internal
compositions of each group. Thus, in the 1946 figures, leaving out
the middle, 35 to 44, age-group, as fed from the first and feeding
into the last, the picture is:—

f Catholics

0 to 34
45 to oldest age

58-9%
29-1%

Jews

52-2%
29-9%

Presby-
terians

43-2%
38-0%

Metho-
dists

44-7%
40-1%

Baptists

44-4%
41-1%

Episco-
palians

44-6%
41-5%

Comparing the 1936 and 1946 figures, the greatest proportionate in-
crease in the old population (45 and over) was amongst the Jews—
from 22*4 per cent, of their total number in 1936 to 29*9 per cent, in
1946. The greatest proportionate decrease in the under-34 age group
was also amongst the Jews—from 62-8 per cent, in 1936 to 52-2 per
cent, in 1946.

For countries whose Census schedule contains a question as to the
religion of the resident, we can know at least the total number of
males and females professing different religions. For England and
Wales this is not possible. In The Tablet, March 6th, 1948, Dr. W.
A. Zbyszewski, on " The Catholics of England and Wales—The reasons
for thinking they may be 10 per cent, of the population ", had as his
only source the statistics in the Catholic Directory^ published by
Burns, Gates and Washbourne, London. The ^Catholic birth-rate in
this Directory is obtained by relating the number of baptisms to the
Catholic population; but, he says, " it is guesswork ". " The estimates
of the Catholic population in the Catholic Directory do not hold
water ". For 1946, the Directory figures made the Catholic popula-
tion to be 5-6 per cent, of the total population. The number of
Catholic baptisms, when related to the total number of births in
England and Wales, gave the following percentages for Catholic
births |—

1943: 10-2%, 1944: 9-6%. 1945: 10-7%. 1946: 10-3%.

Dr. Zbyszewski expressed the view that " t he Catholic birth-rate is
steadier than that of the community as a whole; when the general
birth-rate falls, the Catholic birth-rate falls less; when it rises, the
Catholic rises less ". In confirmation, he compared the general and
the Catholic birth-per-marria^re rate (i.e., by dividing the number of
births by the number of marriages in the same year):—

All England and Wales ...
Catholics in England and Wales

1943

21
2.4

1944

2-5
2-4

1945

1-7
= 20

1946

2-1
2-4
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" The conclusion is that, as a rule, the Catholic family is somewhat
larger than its Protestant counterpart; but the difference is by no
means large . . . the Catholic birth-rate is only about 10 per cent
higher than that of non-Catholics. If this is so, then the fact that
one child in ten is born a Catholic would mean that 9-1 per cent. a»
the total population are Catholics ". He concluded that between J
and 10 per cent, of the population of England and Wales are Catholics
—about four million persons. The Catholic Directory puts the figure,
for 1949, at 2,648,900.

The same writer, in The Tablet of May 8th, 1948, discussed
" The Catholic Population of the United States. Reasons for thinking
it may number some forty millions". The American Catholic Directory
put the total Catholic population in 1946 at 25J millions out of 141
millions: 18 per cent. The National Catholic Almanac for 1947
reported that 31 per cent, of American servicemen in the second
world war stated their religion as Catholic. This would give 44
millions of Catholics. Dr. ZbyszewsM gave reasons for concluding
that, to be on the safe side, the figure might be taken as 40 millions.
a This figure seems to me to he as near the truth as we are likely to
get, at least until a full official religious census is taken ". He re-
marked " that both the English and American directories are guilty
of exactly the same margin of error; the first sets the Catholic popula-
tion of England and Wales at 2\ million, when 4 million would be

( far nearer the truth; the other at 25 million when 40 million is far
more likely. I think that in both cases the error is due mostly to the
fact that Catholic estimates are compiled by parish priests who, not
unnaturally, have a tendency to mistake the numbers of practising
Catholics for their totals; while these two sets of figures must always
substantially differ, the second being, of course, always much the
larger".

This would put the practising Catholics in both England and Wales
and the U.S.A. as just above 60 per cent, of all Catholics.

The Australian figures throw some light on the subject.
The Australian Census and Statistics Act, 1905-1938, section 21,

provides that " no person shall be liable to any penalty for omitting
or refusing to state the religious denomination or sect to which he
belongs or adheres ". In the 1933 Census, 12-81 per cent, of the total
persons in the population did not answrer the question on religion; in
the 1947 Census, 10-88 per cent.

The Australian Census figures show :—
TABLE IT

Catholic population of Australia by States, as percentage of total population.

N.S.W.
Victoria
Queensland . .
S. Australia
W. Australia
Tasmania
Cap. Territory

Total for Common-
wealth

Census of 30th June, 1933

Total
population

2,600,847
1,820,261

947,534
580,949
438,852
227,599

8,947

6,624,989

Catholic
population

556,106
342,135
206,564
69,445
78,488
33,189
2,200

1,288,127
=19-44%

Census of 30th June, 1947

Total
population

2,984,838
2,054,701
1,106,415

646,073
502,480
257,078

16,905

7,568,490

Catholic
population

676,993
416,873
251,952
80,990
96,222
39,844

4,353

1,567,227
=20-71 % r

Population
percentage
increase

14-8
12-9
16-8
11-2
14-5
13-0
88-9

14-2

Catholic
population

percentage
increase

21-7
21-3
22-0
16-6
22-6
20-0
97-9

21-7
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The Census total of Catholic population in June, 1947, was 1,567,2277
out of a total population of 7,568,490; as compared with 1,288,127 in
June, 1933, out of a total population of 6,624,989. The population
increase was 14*24 per cent.; the Catholic population increase was
21-67 per cent. The Australasian Catholic Directory, 1948, gave the
Catholic population as 1,234,249, which is less than even the Census
figure of filteen years earlier. In the 1949 Directory, the Catholic
population is given as 1,245,980—20-5 per cent, less than the Census
figure of 1947; and showing an increase of only 11,731 Catholics over
the previous year's figure; whereas the average annual increase
1933-1947 was about 20,000. The editor of the Australasian Catholic
Directory has suggested to me as an explanation of the discrepancy:
a Figures furnished in the Australasian Catholic Directory represent
the number of practical Catholics in the various parishes as listed
under the various dioceses of Australasia. There would be many
people who, though not practical and perhaps not known to the
various diocesan authorities, would, on the occasion of a Census
describe themselves as Catholics, and this may be an explanation of
your difficulty ". This would put the practising Catholics of
Australia as about 78 per cent, of all Catholics. On the same pro-
portion, the Catholic population of England and Wales would be
3J million and of the U.S.A. 32 million.

The Australian crude marriage-rate, or number of marriages per
1,000 of the population, wasx in 1945, 8*52. Applying this crude
marriage-rate to the Catholic population of 1,567,227, less 15,609 in
religion net 1,551,618, there should be 1,551,618 x 8-52 •< Catholic
marriages, or 13,220. Instead, the number of Catholic marriages in
1945 was 11,691, equivalent to 18*61 per cent, of all marriages. The
Catholic marriage-rate works out, in this way, at 13 percent, under the
average marriage rate. The crude marriage-rate for Australia was
8-52. The Catholic crude marriage-rate was 7*80. The Census (1947)
gives the Catholic population as 20*71 per cent, of the total population.
The Catholic Directory of Australasia gives 16*45 per cent. Catholic
marriages (1945) were 18*61 per cent, of all marriages. On the basis
of the Directory proportion, the Catholic marriages w^ould average
10,340 yearly; on the basis of the actual marriages in 1945, the number
was 11,691. On the Census proportion, it would have been 13,220. - It
may, therefore, be stated :—

Marriages of
Practising Catholics 10,340

Add: Occasionally practising 1,351
Add : Nominal non-practising 1,529

13,220

This line of approach suggests that almost half of the 22 per cent,
of Catholics not included in the Directory because they were not
practising were, nevertheless, practising to the minimum extent of
turning to the Church for the sacrament of matrimony, i.e., 78-2 per
cent, fully practising, 10-2 per cent, partly practising, and 116 per
cent, nominal.

2. Clergy Statistics.
The Australasian Catholic Directory publishes figures of the num-

bers of priests, religious, and seminarians, which cannot be obtained
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from the general population census returns. The Irish Census gives
these numbers. From these sources the following comparison may
be made:—

TABLE III.

Number of Catholic clergymen, religious and seminarians per 10,000 of Catholic
population; for Ireland, Australia, England and Wales.

Oath, clergymen
Nuns
Brothers
Theological students
Theological students

per 100 of Catholic
clergymen

Ireland (26 Counties)

1926

14-2
34-3
404
9-39

65-6

1936

15-0
38-5
4-38
11-4

76-0

Australia

1947

Census

15-6
69-3
8-30
4-4

28-2

Catholic
Directory

19-7
88-0
10-5
5-6

England
and Wales

1949

Catholic
Directory

25-00

From this we find easily the equivalent number of Catholics to one
priest, one nun, and one brother.

TABLE IV.

Number of Catholics to one priest, one nun, one brother and one seminarian in Ireland
Australia, England and Wales.

Ireland (1926)
Ireland (1936)
Australia (1947 Census)
Australia (1947 Cath.

Directory)
England & Wales (1949

Cath. Directory)

To one
priest

706
668
638

503

400

To one
nun

292
259
144

114

—

To one
brother

2,479
2,281
1,206

949

—

To one
seminarian

1,086
879

2,265

1,784

—

For the Philippines, the Directofio Eclesiastico gives no complete
summary, but the following particulars of five dioceses indicate, by
way of contrast with the above, the relative position (Table V).

TABLE V

Priests and nuns per 10,000 0/ Catholics in the Philippines and the equivalent Numbe,
of Catholics to one priest and one nun.

Diccese

Nueva Segovia
Bacolod ...
Cagayan ...
Jaro
Zamboanga

Priests

2-72
0-71
1-56
117
1-35

STuns

2-81
0-77
1-38
1-10
105

One Priest
for:

3,673
14.141
6,409
8,548
7,383

One Nun
for:

3,556
12,995
7,225
9,095
9,541

In round figures, the Philippine Islands have one priest for every
8,500 Catholics; Argentina one for 8,300; Cuba one for 16,000; Brazil
one for 20,000; Mexico one for 25,000; Guatemala one for 40,000.

The much higher proportion (Table III) of nuns and brothers to
total Catholics in Australia compared with Ireland arises from the
existence of schools conducted, without State aid, by the Catholic
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Church. There is a complete "coverage of the voluntary system of
Catholic education side by side with the State High Schools, which
are free and adequately supplied with teachers paid by the State.
With one nun in Australia for every 115 in the total Catholic popula-
tion, it is clear that a continued substantial immigration of nuns is
necessary to keep the Catholic schools in existence.

With regard to theological students, or seminarians, the position in
Ireland is that the number of ordinations of seculars each year is about
double the number needed for the home mission. On average, there are
100 deaths of secular priests each year and 200 ordinations; leaving
about 100 each year free for mission work outside the Twenty-Six
Counties. The proportion of seminarists to priests in a country needs
to be about 40 per cent, to keep up the strength of the home mission;
and Australia is some 10 per cent, under replacement-strength, and so
needs an annual immigration, for static requirements, of about 150
diocesan priests and 80 religious or regulars. It is necessary to have
15 to 16 seminarists from year to year per one annual ordination.

The proportions of Catholic clergymen in the dioceses of Ireland
vary quite considerably even between dioceses fairly similar in the
feature of population pattern; as the following Table (VI) indicates.

These differences are not due to wider dispersion of Catholic popula-
tion or to smaller parishes. In Kerry, with one priest for every 973
Catholics, there are 102 parochial and other churches to be served;
yet in Clonfert, with one priest per 469 Catholics, there are only 48
churches. In Killala, at the bottom of the list, there are 46 churches;
and in Galway, heading the table, 61. The Diocese of Clogher (88
churches) and of Cloyne (103 churches) represent the average posi-
tion for the total of all the Irish dioceses.

TABLE VI.
Number of priests per 10,000 of Catholic population, and the equivalent of one pries

per total Catholic population in the Dioceses of Ireland.

Diocese

Galway
Clonfert
Ossory
Limerick .*,
Armagh ...
Killaloe
Dromore ...
Cashel
Dublin
Waterford and Lismore
Kildare and Leighlin
Meath
Kilmore
Ferns
Cork
Ross
Clogher
Cloyne
Ardagh and Clonmacnoise
Down and Connor
Achonry ... ...
Tuam
Elphin
Raphoe
Derry
Kerry
Killala

Priests per 10,000

25-7
21-3
20-4
19-3
19-0
17-9
17-8
17-7
17-0
16-8

f 16-7
16-4
16-3
16-3
16-2
16-1
15-1
15-0
14-1
13-6
12-7
12-5
11-3
10-8
10-5
10-3
100

Catholics to one priest

389-6
468-7
490-6
518-7
526-4
559-1
561-4
565-4
588-5
595-5
596-8
609-3
6150
613-5

621-0
662-0
666-5
710-3
736-6
787-6
799-8
883-9
924-1
952-0
972-9

1004-5
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The Irish Catholic Directory does not publish any such statistical
material as is common to other directories of the kind, so that we are
without information of numbers of Catholic marriages and baptisms,
for instance. The Census figures, excellent on detailed geographical
divisions and on occupational groupings, as well as ages, do not pro-
vide information to enable birth-rate comparisons to be made.

3. Occupation Statistics.
There are, in the Irish Population Census, eleven groups of occupa-

tions. In 1926. the total of occupied persons was made up of 92-5
per cent. Catholics and 7 5 per cent, others. In 1936, the percentages
were 93*1 and 6-9. Referring to these, in relation to occupational
divisions, as numerical-normals, the sub-normal groups for Catholics
(i.e., the super-normal for " others ") were those in which Catholics
formed less than the numerical-normals. The most noticeably super-
normal groupings—for occupations of other than Catholics—were,
for males:—

TABLE VII.

Number of nan- Catholics per 100 in 20 occupational groups in ths Irish Population
Census, 1926 and 1936.

Occupational Groups:.
1926 1936

/.— Agricultural Occupations :
Farmers on 100-200 acres
Farmers on ove 200 acres
Farm Managers
Farm Foremen ... -

/ V A.—Makers of Food, Drink, Tobacco :
Employers and Managers (excluding Creameries) ...
Sugar, Sweet and Jam Makers (not factory workers)
Employers, Managers and Foremen, Makers of Drink
Makers of Snuff and Tobacco ...

/ VB.— Textile Workers :
Employers, Managers and Foremen ... ... ... 35-4 36*4

/ VC.—Makers of Apparel :
Employers and Managers (Tailoring and Dressmaking) ... 11-8 26*1
Employers and Managers (Boot and Shoe Making) ... 10-6 21*2
Employers and Managers (Others) 34-8 48*7

/ VE.-—Workers in Wood and Furniture :
Employers, Managers and Foremen ... ... ... 17-2 22*3

I VF.—Metal Workers :
Employers and Managers (excluding forges) ... ... 36*1 390
Mechanics (so returned) ... ... ... ... ... 32*7 26*8
Other skilled Metal Workers (including foremen) 19-1. 14-7

I VG.—Electrical Apparatus Makers and Fitter3 :
Electrical Fitters and Wiremen 19-4 14-4
Other Electrical Apparatus Makers and Fitters ... ... 12-3 17-0

/ VJS.—Workers in Chemical Processes, Fertilisers,
Soap, Paint, etc. :

Skilled workers 23-1 22-1

/ V I.—Paper, Printing, Bookbinding, etc. :
Employers, Managers and Foremen ... ... ... 48-8 39*3
Bookbinders 18-0 13-8
Photographers 33-9 25-5

I V J.—Builders, Bricklayers, Contractors :
Employers and Managers ... ... ... ... ... 191 13-7

15-5
27-8
25-9
12-3

29-6
26-7
28-4
21-3

, 14-9
26-2
31-7
216

320
13-6
26-8
20-3
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Cccupaiional Groups.

I V K.—Painters and Decorators :
Employers, Managers and Foremen

I VL.—Other Producers, Makers and Repairers :
Watch and Clock Makers and Repairers
Workers in Precious Metals and Electroplate
Makers of Glass and Glassware

1926

18-9

39-5
29-7
16-G

1936

i 21-9

35-6
21-4
22-7

V A.—Railway Workers'.
Stationmasters and Railway Officials (not clerks) ... 20-8 14-6

V C.— Water Transport Workers ;
Ship Owners, Harbour Officials and Stevedores r. 27-7 21-8
Navigating and Engineering Officers ... ... ... . . 48-8 49-0
Pet ty Officers, Seamen and Deckhands 23-4 21-7
Firemen and Donkeymen 28-6 23-2

VI.—Shopkeepers and Managers Wholesale and Retail

General Drapery 20-6 20,1
Departmental Stores 20-4 16-8
Hardware 25-3 27-8
Chemists' shops 33-3 25-1
Shop-assistants and Salesmen :

Departmental Stores 16-6 12-8
Hardware 20-9 20-4
Chemists' shops 22-4 17-7
Paper and Stationery shops ... ... ... ... 22*8 15-9
Boot and Shoe shops 19-9 16-3
Buyers . ' .. 221 16-5
Agents and Factors (Coal, Drapery, etc.) ... ... 31-8 30-6
Commercial Travellers 38-9 30-2
Bank Officials (not clerks) ... . .. . . . 53-0 45-0
Insurance Officials (not clerks) ... 32-9 28-9
Auctioneers and Valuers .. 36-2 34-5
Other Commercial, Finance and Insurance Occupations 38-6 25*7

VIII.—Professional (excluding clerical staff);
Barristers ' ... 28-7 30-3
Solicitors 37-9 <>8-l
Medical Practitioners 21-8 18-0
Dentists 32-9 28-3
Veterinary Surgeons ... ... .. ... ... . . 24-9 18-4
Civil Engineers and Surveyors... . . ... ... . . 36-0 31-1
Chartered Accountants ... .. ... ... . . . 48*8 38-4
Analytical Chemists 39-9 33-1
Medical Students 31-6 25-9
Law Students 22-1 18-0
Other Professional occupations ... 32 0 26-3

IX.—Persons in Personal Service ;
Gamekeepers 32-1 2(3-3

X.—Clerks and Draughtsmen (not public service) :
Heads of Commercial Sections of Businesses 46-2 50-8
Bank Clerks 36-4 33-5
Railway Clerks . 25-9 24-4
Law Clerks 22-1 21-3
Shipping Clerks 33-6 36-9
Brewery Clerks 40-3 33-0
Insurance Clerks . .. 42-9 33-9
Other Clerks 26-2 23-4

XI A.•—Entertainment and Sport;
Proprietors and Managers ... ... ... ... ... 31*9 21*9
Actors 34-1 29-8
Musicians 26-0 19-4
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It is noticeable that the employers and managers ^vere a highly
" sub-normal " group for occupations of Catholics in 1926; and that
ten years later, the position was towards a greater " sub-normality ".
Thus, from a 7*5 per cent, other-than-Catholic occupied population in
1926 and a 6 9 per cent, in 1935, employers and managers were :•—

TABLE VIII.

Number of non- Catholics per 100 of employers and managers in the Irish Census
of Population, 3 926 and 1936.

Group

IV A

IV B
IV C

IV E
IV F
IV I
IV J
IV K

1926 Census

29-6
28-4
35-4
11-8
10-6
34-8
17-2
36-1
48-8
19-1
18-9

1936 Census

320
26-8
36-4
261
21-2
48-7
22-3
39-1
39-3
13-7
21-9

This occupational analysis suggests a way to compare the income of
the Catholic population. The National Income and Expenditure
return for 1938-1944 (P. No.' 7356) gives (page 18) the number of
incomes, other than from agriculture, forestry and fishing, classified
by size. For 1938, these were :—

£400 a year and over

£500 a year and over

£750 a year and over

£1,000 a year and over

32,964

22,517

107-L83

6,165

Excluding the agricultural groap, and, from the other groups in
Table VI I , the numbers of mechanics, skilled workers, clerks, shop
assistants, students, the total number of persons occupied in these
groups in the 1936 Census was 44,207. The total of personal incomes
of £300 a year and over, in 1938, was 53,500. From the nature of the
occupations in these groups, it is obvious that all or almost all of the
persons so occupied would have a personal income of £300 a year or
over. Thus, more than 35 per cent, of the over-£300 a year occupations
were sub-normal in the numbers of Catholics engaged in them, and
sub-normal to an appreciable extent.

Actually we have compared the Census of 193G with the income re-
tu rn of 1938 but since we have shown that the tendency is towards
greater sub-normality, our argument is not affected.

The extreme limits of sub-normal employment of Catholics were,



374

apart from Employers and Managers, in the following occupations
(i.e., over 30 per cent.- in both Censuses):—

TABLE IX.

Occupations in which the number of non-Catholics is greater than 30% in both Censuses
{extremely sub-normal employment of Catholics).

Occupation 1926 1936

Insurance Officials (not clerks) ...
Heads of Commercial Sections of Businesses
Navigating and Engineering Officers ...
Chartered Accountants ...
Insurance Clerks . .
Brewery Clerks
Shipping Clerks
Watch and Clock Makers and Repairers
Analytical Chemists ... ...
Bank Officials (not clerks)
Commercial Travellers ... ... ... • ..
Barristers
Auctioneers and Valuers...
Bank Clerks
Civil Engineers and Surveyors ...
Agents and Factors (Coal, Drapery.etc.)

530
46-2
48-8
45-8
42-9
40-3
33-6
39-5
39-9
38-9
38-9
38-7
36-2
36-4
36-0
31-8

450
50-8
49-0
38-4
33-9
330
36-9
35-6
33-1
30-2
30-2
30-3
U-5
33-5
311
30-6

Iii the u super -normal " occupational groupings for Catholics, the
99-and-over per cent, occupations were farmers on one to five acres,
navvies, dock-labourers, messengers, coal-porters, newspaper-sellers,
and drovers.

The land in agricultural occupation in 1936 was held by 259,112
farmers. The division, by religion, 93*1 per cent. Catholic and 6*9
per cent. " other ' \ was in exact numerical proportion with the total
occupied population by religion. The larger farmers were, however,
in the sub-normal class for occupation of Catholics, as shown in the
following Table X:—

TABLE X.

Number and per cent, of Catholic fanners (male) on small and big farms in the Irish
Census, 1926 and 1936.'

Acres

1- 5
5^10

10-15
15-30

30-50

50-100
100-200
Over 200

Total occupied persons
in the population

No.

878
2?450
2,970
6,645

4,460

3,470
1,319

400

1926

%

98-0
97-4
96-3
94-5

921

89-6
84-5
72-2

Catholics
92-5

No;

764
1,910
2,445
6,282

4,584

3,551
1,336

382

1936

0/

/o

98-3
97-3
96-7
95-2

931

90-2
85-1
73-8

Catholics
931
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On farms of 30 to 50 acres, the distribution was in numerical pro-
portion to the percentage of Catholics in the total occupied population.
In all the small-farm groups (under 30 acres), the Catholic farmers
were in excess of this proportion, increasing as the size of farm grew
smaller. In all of the larger-farm groups (from 50 to 200 acres and
over), the Catholic farmers were below this proportion, decreasing as
the size of the farm grew larger. This tendency was accentuated in
the inter-censal period, 1926-1936.

These are only a few illustrations of ecclesiastical statistical study.
Professor d'Agata had referred, in a paper to the Italian Statistical
Society, to the slow progress made in the study: " Despite the fer-
ment of studies and researches of some students within recent years,
the basic problem of ecclesiastical statistics has not yet been completely
resolved. The difficulties to be overcome have possibly impressed the
sceptics of statistics, but it will not perhaps be to no purpose to repeat
here that these difficulties are not of such a nature as to prevent a
satisfactory solution of the associated problems, just as those which
were no more promising concerning other statistics of fundamental
importance for the study of economic and social phenomena *\ (Atti,
1940, It Stat. Society, page 195.)

And Professor Salvemini, considering the parish censuses, confined
to names and numbers in households, suggested the value of adding
questions as to age, occupation, and the sacraments received. " I t is
not a valid objection that the parish priests know the families of their
parishioners. This is true in small centres of population, in small
parishes; but not in the greater number of cases, not in the cities,
where the wider variety of the people's lives, less susceptible of control,
renders the more necessary the vigilance of the parish priest so that
spiritual duties are not neglected. It is clear, however, that it could
not be pretended that parish priests direct their minds towards
statistics. Hence the purpose of a centre to give suitable suggestions
and advice." (Atti, 1940, p. 207.)

It is our opinion that one of the main reasons for the slow progress
is the lack of a central statistical office at the Holy See, as stated
already in the introduction.

From the social point of view, is religion of any significance? If
the statement of an individual's religion on a Census schedule is no
more than a statement of nominal adherence, with no reference to
living loyalty, the Census figures have little social significance. If,
in a country, religion is of some importance in the life of the people,
it has a social significance; and the deeper the religious feeling or
conviction, the more important is it, regarded merely as a part of .the
social composition. So long as this religious feeling is fairly constant
through decades, and can, as it were, be taken for granted, the need for
measurement of changes is not great. But it is at least doubtful if it
should be taken for granted, because where the force of convention is
great, the need for under-the-surface scrutiny is also great; and this
is an argument for the development of ecclesiastical statistics as an
advance on the bare denominational figures of the population Census
reports.

With the development in this generation of propaganda which sets
the critical mind asleep, through radio, film, television, comic strip,
etc., changes in the vital force of religion are occurring within
decades; and it would be surprising rather than otherwise to find that
the minds of masses of people in every country, under whatever form
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of government, and with whatever background of religious belief, are
not undergoing changes in real, as opposed to conventional, spiritual
loyalties. In any scientific approach to a finding, or rough measure-
ment, of such changes, a single, simple census-schedule question is not
of much assistance. But it is better than none at all.

The subject is a wide one, and the discursiveness of this paper is
part of its purpose: to invite attention to preliminary lines of stud^i
rather than to sink deeply into any, much as, in another science, a
geophysical survey maps out useful areas for further exploration.
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DISCUSSION
Dr. Geary, proposing that the thanks of the Society be accorded to

the lecturer, congratulated Dr. Kiernan on his well-deserved elevation
to the rank of Ambassador. Taking his text from the concluding
paragraphs of Dr. Kiernan 7s excellent paper, he (Dr,. Geary) was
surprised when recently a friend questioned the value of statistics of
religion. Surely these statistics, when classified by area, sex, age,
occupation, were of essential importance, especially to the minority
groups. From the wider demographic aspect, however, the statistics
of religion have assumed a major importance as bringing to light a
main source of weakness in the population of the Twenty-six Counties.
Though the proportion borne by religious denominations other than
Catholic (" OKD ") is small, the declines, as recorded in the last
three Censuses, have been so great as to affect the whole population.
In the last two intercensal decades, the declines in the ORD's were
12 per cent, and 13 per cent, respectively, while the Catholic popu-
lation has shown a small but significant increase. The decline in the
OHD's is of greater importance than is represented by the actual
numbers on account of the fact that, as the lecturer stated, their
occupational status is considerably above the general average. In any
country there are three sources of demographic weakness : (1) emi-
gration, (2) low marriage rate, and (3) low fertility rate (or births
per marriage). The Catholics in Ireland were weak under causes (1)
and (2), whereas the OKD's had all three sources of demographic
weakness. With regard to emigration, of 1,000 Catholic men aged 15
to 19 in 1936, 200 had emigrated in the subsequent ten years; the
corresponding figure for ORD 's was 300. With regard to fertility in
marriage in 1946, children aged 0-2 per thousand married women
aged 15-44 numbered 774 amongst Patholics and 504 amongst OKD's,
so that the effective fertility amongst Catholics was 50 per cent,
greater than amongst ORD's.

The President referred to the difficulty of finding, a suitable
statistical label for each of the various religious denominations in
Ireland. The members of each denomination are interested, not only
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in the label by which they are officially described but also in the
label by which other religious denominations are officially described.
This adds to the difficulty of discussing religious statistics without
offending intelligible denominational susceptibilities.

The relatively high percentage of the larger forms issued by
members of " OKD " is a relic of past history, but the statistics given
in Table X of Dr. Kiernan's paper indicate the gradual emergence
of a more normal percentage distribution in this case.

He laid stress on the obvious limitations of the statistical calculus
so far as concerns the realities of religious belief and religious
experience.

Replying to the vote of thanks, Dr. Kiernan said that the discrep-
ancy between Census and- Catholic Directory figures seemed to be
entirely due to the omission from the latter of " lapsed " Catholics.
The remarks of Dr. Geary and other speakers supported the view that
a centralising authority to determine a precise definition of the unit
to be measured in Catholic population statistics is desirable.

Mr. 0'Curry's information of the results obtained by enquirers in
the Netherlands was paralleled in Italy where it was found that the
vitality of the religious life decreased rapidly from completely rural
areas to villages with a little industry, from these to industrial towns,
and fell to a minimum in large industrialised cities like Turin and
Milan.

The categories in Table VII, contrary to Mr. Mortished's sugges-
tion that they were selected to show extremes, were inclusive of all
the major manufacturing and distributive occupations and the pro-
fessions, excepting the public services. In the latter, where entrance
is by open competition, the proportion employed according to religious
denomination agreed with the proportions of the total occupied popu-
lation.

Dr. Kiernan expressed his warm appreciation of the kind messages
of congratulation from the President and other speakers.




