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Executive Summary 

 

 

 

https://www.tcd.ie/Education/research/covid-19/teaching-and-learning-resources/Teaching-and-Learning-during-COVID-shutdown-Post-Primary-Teacher-Perspectives-Report_July_USE_web.pdf
https://www.tcd.ie/Education/research/covid-19/teaching-and-learning-resources/Teaching-and-Learning-during-COVID-shutdown-Post-Primary-Teacher-Perspectives-Report_July_USE_web.pdf


Perceptions of continuity of learning 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Parental confidence in supporting learning at home 

• 

• 

• 

Resources in the home during lockdown 

• 

• 



• 

Family learning activities 

• 

• 

School communication with parents during school closures 

• 

• 

• 

 

Recommendations for policy  



Parents 

• 

• 

Schools 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

System level recommendations 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

  



1 Introduction 

1. 1 

 

 

 





1. 2 

1 See the Irish Times article Coronavirus: How to keep children happy, learning and entertained at home 
https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/health-family/parenting/coronavirus-how-to-keep-children-happy-learning-
and-entertained-at-home-1.4202320; a weekly broadcast for parents which tackled issues at home including how best to 
educate your child, http://drmaliecoyne.ie/facebook-live/l; https://www.rte.ie/brainstorm/2020/0511/1137636-good-
enough-parenting-lockdown-coronavirus/ 

https://www.npc.ie/news-events/frequently-asked-questions-for-parents-during-school-closures
https://www.parentsplus.ie/post/resources-for-individuals-families-and-parents-during-covid-19-crisis/
https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/health-family/parenting/coronavirus-how-to-keep-children-happy-learning-and-entertained-at-home-1.4202320
https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/health-family/parenting/coronavirus-how-to-keep-children-happy-learning-and-entertained-at-home-1.4202320
http://drmaliecoyne.ie/facebook-live/l
https://www.rte.ie/brainstorm/2020/0511/1137636-good-enough-parenting-lockdown-coronavirus/
https://www.rte.ie/brainstorm/2020/0511/1137636-good-enough-parenting-lockdown-coronavirus/


1. 3 





. In the UK, NFER (2020) 

found that 

1. 4 

4 A VLE is a dedicated web-based platform where education providers can offer students resources and 
activities and also interact with them to provide feedback.  



1. 5 





1. 6 

 



2 Methodology 

2. 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. 2 

 





 

 





2. 3 

2. 4 

 



3 Parent experiences of learning at home during Covid-19 school 

closures 

3. 1 

1%

3%

22%

37%

45%

53%

54%

55%

65%

80%

Nothing

All of the above

The television

Other children in the household

Contact from someone in their school

Their schoolbooks

Materials sent from their school

Digital media and devices

Materials in the house (pencils, paper, books,…

The adults in the household (including you)

What has been useful to help your child learning during school closures?



3. 2 



46%

47%

19%

31%

Strongly disagree Somewhat disagree Neither agree nor disagree Somewhat agree Strongly agree

16%

10%

13%

10%3%

6%

No Disability

Disability



19%

23%

38%

41%

50%

50%

54%

69%

I know the curriculum

I know I can get help from the household for this

We have everything we need at home for this

I can find what I need to help them learn on the…

I have time to help

I know what is important for them to learn now

I know I can get help from their school if I need it

The school sends what we need

Percentage of parents who expressed confidence about helping their child learn

I feel able to help my child learn because ...



17%

31%

48%

42%

32%

47%

49%

70%

20%

34%

41%

52%

52%

52%

62%

75%

The television

Other children in the household

Contact from someone in their school

Materials sent from their school

Their schoolbooks

Digital media and devices

Materials in the house (pencils, paper, books, tools,
etc)

The adults in the household (including you)

Percentage of parents who expressed confidence about helping their child 
learn

No disability Disability







3. 3 







 



23

20

17
15

11
10

8

4

 A printer  Books  Space  Enough
digital

devices for
everyone

 Other
materials
(paper,
pencils,

paints, etc)

 An
appropriate

digital
device

 Good
quality

internet
connection

 All of the
above

Resources missing in the home



3. 4 







70%

78%

34%
29%

52%

42%

13%

36%

52%
48%

42%

22%
16%

29%

22%

7%

27%

43%

Play Read Tell stories
orally

Make up
stories

 Write Sing songs Rhyming
/language

games

Watch
educational
programmes

Creative
activities

Family Learning Activities

Junior Primay Senior Primary



3. 5 



 



4 School communication and support 



4. 1 

1%

1%

1%

3%

4%

8%

11%

23%

86%

Other

School Completion Programme Coordinator

All of the above

Special Needs Assistant

Home School Liaison Coordinator

No one

Learning Support Teacher

The principal

Class Teacher

Who from the child's school has been helpful during school closures ?



75%

44%

23%
15%

82%

5%

21%

1%

Class teacher LS/resource Principal SNA

Disability No Disability



4. 2 



4. 3 





4. 4 

6%

31%

23%

35%

40%

37%

76%

2%

3%

22%

37%

37%

43%

86%

Other

Supporting your child's special needs

Connecting your child to classmates and school
community

Providing wellbeing advice

Supporting you to help your child learn

Supporting your child to complete schoolwork

Providing school work

What has been the focus of communication from your child's school?

No Disability Disability







4. 5 



 



5 Children’s continuity of learning during school closures 

5. 1 





5. 2 

27%

17%

11%

9%

24%

33%

20%

23%

Do you feel that this child is continuing to learn enough during the 
COVID-19 shutdown? 

Definitely not Probably not Maybe Probably yes Definitely yes

No disability

Disability

19%

18%







Family Digital Literacy Survey during Covid-19 

 

5. 3 



 





 



 





6 Conclusions and recommendations 

 





 



https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/5720cc-learning/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/5720cc-learning/
https://www.tcd.ie/Education/research/Family-Digital-Literacy/






https://www.tcd.ie/Education/research/Communicating-effectively-with-parents-supports-for-schools/
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