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Rathmann & Geißler,  Humboldt Universität zu Berlin, Dept. of Deaf Studies and Sign Language Interpreting

Electronic European Language Portfolio (eELP)

Language 
Passport

Language 
Biography Dossier

- Overview of the 
current state of 
language skills

- Summary about      
(a) language learning 
experiences and

(b) intercultural 
experiences

- Tool for personal 
language learning 
experiences and 
intercultural 
experiences
- Tool for self-
assessment of 
language skills 
- Tool for self-
reflection and 
planning of learning

- Collection of own 
works of different 
kinds
- which 

exemplify,
- what one has 

already done in 
different 
languages

- what one is 
able to do











Strengths:
- Goals and Objectives
- Own learning experience
- CEFR as a tool

Weaknesses:
- Design of eELP
- Use of Checklists

Focus Group Discussion: Evaluation I



Strengths:
- Data share via Moodle
- Routine
- Setting up own goals: comprehensible and

self-analyzable

Weaknesses:
- Effort
- Uncertainty in the self-assessment
- Dossier - interaction

Focus Group Discussion: Evaluation II



Focus Group Discussion: Evaluation I

• Performance anxiety as one of 
big concerns for first year student 
learners

• How to bridge the gap between 
what they can do and what they 
need to do. But they don’t know 
what they need to do differently 
in order to get there.



Focus Group Discussion: Evaluation II
Statements are helpful:
“I am learning this language because..” 
[MOTIVATION]
“In this language I want to be able to..” 
[GOAL-SETTING]
“Things I like doing in language class..” 
[REFLECTIVE LEARNING]
“Things I am good at/find difficult.” 
[REFLECTIVE LEARNING, GOAL-SETTING]



Focus Group Discussion: Evaluation III

Students value the description that is 
outlined in CEFR/ELP 
- that captures “what I can do”
- that show “where I need to get to”

Students value seeing other students 
further along the process => 
reassures “that I can get there” 
(BRIDGING THE GAP). 



Focus Group Discussion: Evaluation IV
Students move from A2-B1, they go through a 
range of recursive phases:

STRUGGLING >NEGOTIATING > NAVIGATING > ENGAGING

A2 -------------------------------------------B1



Key points:

• Huge potentials for self-reflection and self-
learning => Autonomy of Learning

• Everything at one place („All in One“) => 
Usability of ELP

• Free language use choice (signed, 
written or spoken)

• ELP is available for sign language
learners through ECML/CoE
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