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opening up the black box of decision-making in the Commission bureaucracy. How do
Commission officials, and other public decision-makers, concretely determine the
credibility of the inputs they receive from interested parties? This thesis concerned itself
mostly with institutional features, such as privileged access, and stakeholder
characteristics, such as whether a stakeholder had a Brussels office, to determine when
policy demands and recommendations have informational value. But the Commission's
internal processes for determining credibility and weighing inputs are important parts of

this puzzle as well and should be the focus of future research.

A large part of the contribution of this thesis is the more precise, issue-specific data
it provides. Most of this data is freely available for other studies (one third of the data on
stakeholder demands and recommendations was collected by Dr. Adriana Bunea, who has
final say on the availability of this part of the dataset). A lesson from the collection of this
data is that variables such as expertise, the existence of other supporters or an opposition
varies quite dramatically on an issue by issue basis. Other variables such as access and
salience are at the very least consultation-specific. Studies that focus on lobbying success
in the aggregate will therefore be unable to observe the true effects of these variables.
Future research on lobbying must therefore continue the work towards more specific data
and fewer static proxies (such as stakeholder type for expertise) that do not change across

policy issues.

Finally, the European Union is often said to be relatively unique in terms of its
institutional structure, neither a federal state nor an international institution. Moreover, the
Union and its institutions are currently in a politically uncertain state and might change or
develop quickly. The question thereby arises whether the conclusions arrived at here are
transient and whether they travel to other contexts (Lowery et al. 2008). The fundamental

question this thesis attempted to answer was why the European Commission consults with






