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CHAPTER U.

DUBLIN QUAKERS IN FIHABCIAL AREAS

SECTIQg I - BAMIMG. STQCKBRQKIMG

In both England and Ireland there is popular association of 

Quakers with banking. There is more truth in such a popular 

assumption in relation to England than to Ireland. But at least 

in Ireland quaker connections with banking are earlier than 

those in England as will appear in the course of this section. 

Indeed at the beginning of the eighteenth century it seemed very 

possible that Dublin Quakers would be to the forefront in the 

establishment of banks.

In the case of Dublin the establishment of banks has an 

intimate connection with the linen trade. A large number of the 

quakers whose names most frequently occur in the official

documents of the Society from the beginning of the eighteenth 

century were involved in the trade.’ Many quakers, as did other 

people, kept their wealth in the form of property or stock in 

trade. The search for safe investment often ended in the 

purchase of land.^ Because a large proportion of the linen tade

passed through Dublin and most transactions relative to that

were in the form of cash^ the Dublin merchant was often in a 

position to provide credits from his surplus funds. Bigger
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credit was however available from the often better capitalised 

London merchants.'^

The need for credit and the handling of cash implied the 

need for banking. There were few opportunities for profitable 

and safe investment that would also make funds immediately 

available for necessitites. Quaker meetings were occasionally 

prepared to help members with loans during difficult periods but 

this was not designed to facilitate individual quakers in the 

promotion of their own businesses.^

The difficulties of obtaining credit, the use of the quaker 

Discipline and the tentative movement of quakers into the area 

of banking are particularly well ilustrated in the case of the 

Friend Amos Strettell. The period up to 1720 had seen the

establishment of an office in Dublin to handle investment in the 

ill-fated South Sea Bubble scheme.^- Strettell had been caught

'on the hop' in the climate created by its failure, He was an

elder and well esteemed Friend. His name commonly appeared as 

an extensive subscriber in lists of collections arranged by 

Friends for such specific purposes as building a new meeting 

house^ or assisting the Dublin Monthly Meeting funds.® The

appearance of his name in inventories in connection with many 

bonds and bills indicate the extent of the respect in which he

was held. His chief trade was in linen and through his wide

business and family connections as also through loans® he had

begun to perform a number of useful banking functions by
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providing credit and facilities for exchange.’® The failure of 

the South Sea scheme as also his own failure to properly oversee 

his affairs led to his insolvency in 1720.’’ News that he

had stopped payment reached the Dublin Men's Meeting in tenth 

month 1720 and two Friends were promptly dispatched to discuss 

the situation with h i m . T h e  subsequent investigation showed 

that Strettell's stoppage of payment had not involved any 

fraudulent purposes but that he was unable to justify his 

mismanagement. Nevertheless he was fully determined to 'do what 

he could for the clearing of Truth.'’■* Strettell himself 

stated, '[I] can truly say I am more concerned for ray creditors 

than for myself, [II shall not look on anything I can get as my 

own until my debts are paid'.’® Such attitudes, reinforced by 

the disciplinary procedures of the Society were to play no small 

part in building up public trust in the assumed probity of the 

quakers and in turn contributing to a degree of quaker 

commercial success.

Already by 1720 a number of Irish quaker owned banks had 

emerged. One of these was Hoare's bank of Cork. One of its 

owners was Joseph Pike who became a partner in the same year of 

1720. With his accession to the bank, capital derived from the 

profits of linen drapery and woolen export were diverted to its 

service. Joseph Hoare, the other partner was Pike's brother-in- 

law and was himself the son of Grace Burton, daughter of the 

Dublin banker Benjamin Burton.''6-. The development of the Cork 

bank of Hoare and Pike is similar to that which can be detected



among the English Quakers. The necessities of trade were to 

lead naturally into the area of banking.-

One of the earliest quaker banks in Dublin of which we have 

any knowledge was that of Joseph Fade and Company. ' As already 

mentioned, a nexus of financial and linen interests centered on 

the quaker families of Fade, Strettell^Petticrew, Villcocks and 

Dawson. Inventories and wills stjgest how financial links 

cemented by marriage could lead to the maintenance of wealth, 

wealth not alone in land but in more easily disposable fotm such

as cash. The evolution of Fade's bank is implied in the

information in such wills. The will of James Fade the elder, a 

linen draper shows that in 1700 he had left all his wealth in
,g

the form of property. His son Joseph, described as a

merchant, in his will was to leave a sum of money approaching

£4,000 and an interest in the 'Bank at the Glib'. The

'interest' in the bank, that is the ownership of it he would
''I.leave to his grand-nephew John Dawson.

The name of Joseph Fade and Co. occurs in occasional

dealings with Hoope, a northern Ireland linen d r a p e r . I n  1728

Fade took into partnership in his bank Isaachar and John
21.Vilcocks After the death of Isaachar in 17.4.1744 he

continued in partnership with the other brother until his own 

death in 8.4.1748. John Dawson entered into partnership with 

Vilcocks (Dawson's cousin) and the partnership lasted until 

3.3.1755. More than £300,000 worth of their notes were said
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to be in circulation^^- The bank enjoyed a good deal of 

confidence from the public, partly because it had withstood 

threats in the past and partly because of a popular mystique 

attached already to the quaker name; As a critical contemporary 

was to remark:

'As the bank was of long standing, and their predecessors 

and themselves being generally esteemed frugal, honest and 

industrious their credit with the public was very great and 

this credit was still supported by a general notion among 

some people, that Quakers will not lie or do wrong, and 

that if any run would happen, the quakers would immediately 

pour into the bank as much money, as would answer the 

greatest demand that could be made upon them.

Vilcocks and Dawson had a wide business in the country. The 

anonymous pamphleteer from whom we have already quoted outlines 

what must have been the practice of many of the creditors of the 

bank,

My residence is in the country. I hold large tracts of 

land. One part I lay out for tillage and the other for 

sheep and black cattle. I have had from time to time 

lodgements in different banks in Dublin but for some years 

past I have dealt entirely in V~s and D-s bank, In winter 

and spring my corn and cattle were sent direct to Dublin 

market and my money, by my own direction lodged In that 

bank. About the beginning of May I usually went to town 

and drew as much out of it as paid my rent, bought in my 

stock for the ensuing season and other domestic exigencies,
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By this management, I had always a considerable residue in 

the bank of whose credit till it was too late I never 

entertained the least suspicion.

The bank failed 3.3.1755 and after a parliamentary

investigation an act for the relief of its creditors was 
21.passed. Ironically only a few months previously six of the

Dublin banks had agreed to make each others notes mutually 

acceptable and encashable Such a move might well have been 

part of an evolution for banks to develop a financial system 

based on co-operation and harmonisation of policy. Hall quoting 

a 'contemporary pamphlet' suggests the bank in its failure owed 

£295,600 and was due £253,100 leaving a deficit of £42,500.^

The blame for the failure was primarily attached to the 

embezzelments of a clerk Richard Brewster who was employed by 

the bank. The author of the 'anonymous pamphlet 'whom we have 

already quoted, besides defending Brewster's reputation 

suggested that the Quakers had collaborated with each other to 

preserve their own interests and possibly even designed that a 

run on the bank should occur to their own advantage. The 

pamphleteer himself quotes the rebuttal of his criticism as It 

was issued by the Dublin Men's Meeting. It substantially bears 

out the conclusions of the parliamentary commission. Hall

suggests that the failure of Wilcocks and Dawson's bank was part 

of a ' . . . wide spread crisis. . . as a result of which three 

important banking firms were forced to close their doors. 

Most of all, the Friends were concerned that the 'truth' would
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not be compromised by the weakness or mismangement of individual 

Friends. They were concerned not alone to help Wilcocks and 

Dawson to sort out their affairs but that all the creditors be 

reimbursed. They felt that no matter what a parliamentary 

commission should decide the partners were by no means released 

from their obligations to promote a speedy settlement.-^

A number of such bank failures stimulated merchants to 

guard their access to credit and ensure that they would remain 

in a comipetitive position with their goods. A series of 

petitions expressed in increasingly strong and persuasive 

language^^ were eventually to lead to the establishment of a 

national bank, the Bank of Ireland in 1782, Such petitions 

reflected the increasingly self confident approach of the 

merchant class as they consolidated their position over and 

against the aristocratic interests that predominated in the 

country. Quakers were few and far between among the original 

stockholders of the Bank of Ireland. It seems that for them as 

for other merchants the new bank did not answer to their 

expectations or serve their needs. It appeared to be dominated 

by aristocratic interests. One prominent quaker stockholder 

however was John Dawson Coates who had holdings to the value of 

£5,000. This Dawson was himself a banker^ in partnership

with a Patrick Lawless. Their bank failed in 1793^^ but the 

creditors all appear to have been paid in full and there is no 

record in the quaker archives about the case.
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Dawson Coates was elected to be the Deputy-Governor of the 

Bank of Ireland but the fact of his being a quaker meant that he 

could not conscientiously take the oath which was required for 

the office.^1 His case was taken up sympathetically at a

special meeting of the stockholders on 28.1.1784 and an attempt 
was made to have the provisions concerning the oath changed but 

with no success.*^* It is conceivable that the question was made 

a test case as a means to challenge the aristocratic and

establishment interest, Such a move would have been in line 

with a variety of conflict that was on several occasions to 

emerge in the Dublin Chamber of Commerce and in other financial

or commercial transactions. Quakers and catholics continued to

be excluded from most aspects of the Bank of Ireland's 

management. Quakers often also experienced a degree of 

hostility from the management of the Bank as a result of their 

religious scruples, a factor that in the nineteenth century 

would surely have made them more favourable to an alternative 

and more satisfactory banking system.

Legislation had by then limited even more the already 

limited possibilities for banks to survive.^'*" The creation of 

the Bank of Ireland introduced a further series of difficulties 

for private b a n k s . I t  had seemed that at the beginning of the 

eighteenth century Irish Quakers, impelled by the necessities of 

their trade would have moved into control of wider financial 

areas. By the end of the eighteenth century however the process 

was effectively halted, not alone by their own innate caution
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but also by the legislative checks which made banking activities 

significantly more precarious and less prosperous. An act of 

1756, of the Irish Parliament, an act prepared in the wake of 

Vilcocks and Dawson closure, stated among other provisions that 

bankers might not 'trade or traffic as merchants in goods or

merchandise imported or exported' ^  The private Irish banker

was thus effecb-vely prevented from accumulating a sufficiency of 

funds towards a banking house or to have funds invested in such 

a way that he could quickly call on them. Neither did the 

legislation permit sleeping partners. As Barrow states, 'The 

trader-banker familiar to English and Scottish banks was thus 

denied legal existence in Ireland after 1756 unless he confined 

his trade to the limited domestic sphere'.

Therefore at the very moment when Irish Quakers were

generally withdrawing from banking, the English Quakers were

poised to launch themselves Into an extensive and profitable 

period of country banking. This was ultimately to lead to the 

establishment of such well known concerns as Barclays, Lloyds 

and Gurneys. The pattern leading to the setting up of the 

English concerns was similar to that which led some Irish 

Quakers into banking at the beginning of the eighteenth century. 

Just as the linen trade had formed a basis for their activity so 

the origins of many English Quaker banks can be traced to 

serving the needs of particular trades such as those of wool or 

silk. As a historian of English Quakerism remarks in relation 

to one such bank, 'Many of this type of dealer lent money to his
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customers and his wool growers, established a good credit and a 

name for absolute honesty and a good substance, and so gradually 

drifted into the position of farmer's and small tradesman's 

banker. This was the case of Crewdsons who founded Crewdsons 

bank in Kendal in 1 7 8 8 . Other English banks established by 

Quakers on the basis of industries controlled by themselves 

included Fox's bank in Cornwall (1754), Pease's of Darlington 

(1744) and Backhouse's (1788).v-̂  besides Lloyd's, stated to have 

been set up in 1 7 6 5 . Ve might assume therefore three factors 

for the decline of Irish Quaker interest in banking: a) the

restrictive effects of legislation, b) the caution which 

quaker discipline encouraged and c) as Professor Louis Cullen 

remarks when referring to the changing pattern of the linen 

trade in Dubln, that increasingly linen drapers as such did 

little trade on their own account and merchants began to act as 

commission buyers from Northern linen bleachers on the credit of 

English merchants..' '

II

An exclusion from banking whether involuntary or otherwise 

did not prevent Dublin Quakers from employing their expertise in 

ancillary financial areas such as in the discount of bills, 

stockbroking and the handling of banking and insurance agencies, 

The last decades of the eighteenth century saw an Increasing 

availability of capital. Besides the development of specialist
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financial institutions such as the Bank of Ireland there was

also to be seen an increased investment in public and joint-

stock companies or utilities as distinct from the more

traditional and still common investment in private, family and

mercantile P’»tCtherships. The establishment of the Grand

Canal in 1771-̂  ̂ promised improved transport facilities and

possibilities of eventual profitable investment backed up by

government credit and loans. Even there a possible conflict

with establishment interests may well have been implied since

quakers and other non-establishment merchants seem very

noticeably absent from its stockholders. A number of native

Irish insurance companies were also established within a short

space of time. Ve might mention the Hibernian in 1771^^ and the

General in 1777/^^ In each of these 'quaker names' were

represented among the shareholders, names such as Vilcocks and

John Dawson Coates. Unfortunately^ available sources do not

enable us to identify the scale of the investment of each 
rv-individual.

Such companies, besides serving practical needs in the

retention of Irish capital at home and the provision of further

areas of profitable investment, stimulated, we may assume, as it

did in England, wider institutional investment in government 
TS'

stock which would lead to the eventual development of an Irish 

stock market. A further attraction of insurance companies

probably lay in the fact that their funds were invested in 

government stocks and the interest on that plus the potential
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profit from the particular insurance company would make the 

investment doubly attractive. Especially when capital on 

deposit at the Bank of Ireland would not yield any interest at 

all. The emergence of wider investment possibilities and the 

establishment of specialist institutions to service thei^all 

contributed to lay the foundation of the capitalist economy of 

the nineteenth century which many quakers would be significantly 

in a position to exploit. While we mention government stocks it 

is worth remembering that they played an important part 

themselves in guaranteeing investments of other types. In the 

event of necessity they would readily be disposed of and ensured 

a reliable supply of interest. It was not however common as yet 

for private individuals to invest directly in the 'public 

stocks'.

The Dublin Stock Exchamge was set up by a 'group of 

merchants' in 1793. There is no evidence as to any quaker 

involvement in this. But the Stock Exchange was to be an 

essential component of Dublin's commercial life and would 

therefore be reflected in the economic behaviour of quakers as 

well as in that of other groups of merchants. In 1799 the 

Government passed legislation to put the Dublin Stock Exchange 

on a more formal footing. Its primary function was seen in 

terms of handling government stocks and the limited range of 

other shares then available, such as those of the Grand Canal. 

Many merchants were already engaged in rudimentary stock-broking 

activities. But the establishment of an official stock exchange
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assumed a degree of legislative control of professional stock

brokers and encouraged in them a sense of group esteem in the 

control of their ovra affairs.

By 1807 which is the first year for which lists of the

Irish funds are available in the printed Stock Exchange lists - '

we see that the Dublin Stock Exchange offered, besides the usual 

Bank of Ireland Stock and Government Stock and Debentures, 

debentures and stock for public utilities such as the Grand

Canal, for the Ballast office, Pipe Water, Vide Streets and 

Paving.

It would be useful in connection with the changing nature 

of investment opportunities to consider sepcifically some 

aspects of quaker institutional behavoiur. The financial 

expertise of the quakers was also put at the service of their 

meetings to make the finances of the meeting and the 'internal' 

philanthropic concerns of the Society more effective. This 

occurred primarily at two levels, firstly, in the handling of

property and secondly, in the investment of funds for specific

charitable purposes. The patterns of increased investment 

opportunity and increased financial expertise for handling such 

opportunities are reflected in the small areas of institutional 

investment which were used by the Dublin and other monthly 

meetings of quakers. Monthly meetings, helped to redistribute 

capital through the disbursement of monies received in legacies, 

gifts and wills and from subscriptions arranged for general use
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or specific purposes. ' But, while the Dublin Monthly Meeting 

continued to help its poorer members through its funds and 

through its Committee of the Poor, any functions of assisting 

members in commercial difficulty^°‘ or by supporting them in 

credit appear to have ceased by the nineteenth century,

Ve might consider in illustration of patterns of 

institutional quaker investment three cases related particularly 

to the internal needs of the Society. These are; a) the 

Munster Female Bounty Fund, b) The Bloomfield Retreat and c) 

Developments related to the building of the Eustace

Street/Sycamore Alley Meeting House. The Munster Female Bounty 

Fund was set up in 1775. It was somewhat similar in its

structure to a joint stock company, but its promotors received 

no direct benefit from it for themsleves. Its purposes were 

strictly philanthropic but designed to help needy members of the 

Society in Munster./ It was conducted under the aegis of the 

Munster Provincial Meeting. The greater part of its funds were 

by 1781 invested in jtl.OOO of government stock (3% consolidated 

annuities) purchased in the same year,*̂  ̂ The stock was probably 

English government stock since when it was transferred in 1793, 

to the name of a new t r u s t e e . J a m e s Abell, he applied to his

fellow quaker and Irish man John Pim Jr. then resident in

London to execute the deed of transfer. In 1808 the fund 

amounted to £2001.14.0' and the fourth rule had been amended 

not alone to direct that funds be invested in government 

securities but that the funded stock should be limited to .62,000
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ct.specifically, notwithstanding any rule to the contrary. James 

Abell writes to his nephew Thomas Pim of Dublin to thank him for 

the purchase of five Grand Canal debentures for the fund. But 

by 1809 he mentions that the same debentures are 'considered to 

have materially suffered in public estimation as security for 
(.$

money at interest !

The Retreat, known as Bloomfield was another distinctively 

quaker establishment. It had been set up in 1807 for the 

treatment of the mentally sick.*** Again the instinct of the 

original committee,^” was to invest in government stock or stocks 

considered to be safe. It was agreed at the meeting of 

3. V 1808, '...that it is expedient and proper the sum of money 

now in hand should be vested in public securities. The care of 

getting it done is referred to the sub-committee and they are 

directed to call on the monthly meetings to remit the same 

without unnecessary delay to be invested in like manner' In

the event as recorded in a minute of 7.V 1810, apart from the 

total value of the property owned a sum of £1,637.8.1056 was in 

hand in the form of Ballast Office debentures which had

by then already yielded £233.11.2 of interest. Subscriptions at 

this early stage did not always come in quickly. The committee 

considered providing annuities of its own for intending 

subscribers as a means of improving on the subscription 

income.
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A much bigger scheme altogether, but related to the needs 

of the Dublin Monthly Meeting over a long period of time occurs 

in the sale in 1805 of the Stephen's Green Burial G r o u n d . I t  

was felt that if this was sold the profits could usefully be 

devoted to increasing the accommodation in the meeting house at 

Sycamore Alley. This was in response to a perceived move of 

Friends to the eastern part of the city. The ground was sold 

for £,4000 guineas'^'^to the Royal College of Surgeons. Half of 

the cash received from the sale was invested in twenty Grand 

Canal debentures purchased at a cost of j62 , 0 08. 15. 11'^^ until 

suitable plans for a fund could be drawn up. The deployment of 

resources in this manner reflects the wider 'secular' pattern 

which sought a safe home for capital, realizing a steady if 

small income guaranteed by the government. Property was

steadily bought up in the vicinity of Sycamore Alley, the idea 

being that besides providing extra space for the meeting house, 

additional purchases might be let to provide income for the 

developments envisaged. The available funds were soon exhausted 

and the Monthly Meeting gave permission for the raising of a 

l o a n . - T h e  pattern of raising a loan from internal resources 

of the Society and its other meetings apart from Dublin itself 

reproduced the financial structures of the commercial world. A 

loan of £1,000 was raised from the Ulster fund (which was under 

the care of the National Meeting). The loan was to be repaid to 

the superior body at 6% interest. The Apprenticing Fund of the 

Dublin Monthly Meeting provided a further loan of £364, again at
'n-

6% interest.
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i r r

The Napoleonic war which ceased in 1815 had led to a fall in

price of government stock. There was also an increased supply

of money produced by the inflationary conditions of war. Before

this, we may assume that in Ireland as in England the public

funds were but little used as a deposit for capital by private 
to

individuals. ' From around 1815 on. private purchases in the

public funds v/ere to become more common. The ledger of the
■?/quaker linen draper James Vebb, of the Corn Market Dublin 

shows him as purchasing his first government stock in 1814 when 

he owned 5.5% debentures totalling f500. He appears to have had 

no other separate investment apart from the amounts sunk in 

stock in trade and £700 in house and furniture.'*'- By 1816 the 

figure for his investments has risen to ten, 5% government 

debentures, a total of £1,000. by 1820, the figure for his 

investments amounted to £1,700 purchased at £1,751 in 57. 

government stock, 3!4% government stock £1,000 at £740 and 3 57.
ngovernment debentures £309. The ledgers of the Shackletons,

millers of Ballitore document the purchase of amounts of 

government 57. and 4% stock by members of the family. The figure 

for 1824 shows £570.6.11 in 3!̂7. consols out of a total stock 

figure of £6,477.16,4. By 1825 even that amount had 

disappeared. It may reasonably be assumed that the stock

having served its purpose of providing a safe deposit for a 

limited period under particular circumstances had by then been
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disposed of. What is significant is that private investors were 

now moving into the area of purchasing stocks and shares,

The Society of course was, as always, ever vigilant over 

the behaviour of those of its members engaged in trade. The 

increasing tendency to investment and undue extension in trade 

came under some censure as much for practical and cautionary 

reasons as for those of doctrine. The National Meeting issued 

an advice on the subject in ]817,

'The lamentable consequences of too great an extension in 

trade have spread widely amongst us. Some of our members 

knowing their affairs were involved in difficulties, and 

many others who were unmindful of the repeated 

recommendations to close inspection into the state of their 

affairs have gone on risking property not their own, until 

ruin and reproach have been experienced by themselves and 

their families; wives and innocent children plunged into 

poverty and distress...' 'Although we are ready to admit 

that in the present day there may be great difficulties to 

encounter, yet we are persuaded that if a steady adherence 

to the checks and limitations of Truth were attended to, we 

should be preserved from bringing dishonour on our 

Christian profession' ... 'We fear some who have not fallen 

into insolvency, whose expectations have not been 

disappointed, but who on the contrary may have large 

capitals, for want of due attention to those checks and
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limitations, niay by their example lead others into an
SC.

extension unwaranted by their means and circumstance' .

The need for the extended credit by businesses continued, 

in some trades more than others. To some degree the need could 

be met, as in the textile trade, by merchants providing goods 

against a mortgage of the manufacturer's property for short term 

credits. The provision of many small agencies by Dublin quakers 

meant that they could assume the role of middle men relying on 

english suppliers to provide credit. Quakers in Ireland 

continued to avoid any direct involvement in banking ' But the 

very nature of business transactions and the volume of business 

transacted meant that many of them, as merchants, fulfilled many 

useful functions in bill-broking, The use of bills themselves 

had increased during the Napoleonic wars. To a degree their 

use could provide short term credits and hence for the desperate 

or the unscru pi ous a source of temptation. Professor Louis 

Cullen explains the pattern of bill broking by merchants thus,

' . . . provincial merchants resold In Dublin the bills on 

London they received for exports; the Dublin balances thus 

created financed inland bills sold to other merchants and 

to landlord's agents which either paid creditors in Dublin 

or purchased bills on London. A pyramid of countryside 

bill business revolved around a handful of Dublin houses. 

Not all of these houses were described as bankers' '

The quaker discipline reserved a vigorous opposition to the use 

of what were known as 'accommodation bills' which were seen as
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an abuse of the bill broking system involving the creation of a
o I

'fictitious credit.' ’

The Pim brothers Joseph and Joshua had been very active in

the last three decades of the eighteenth century as inheritors
a  ’of an extensive business in the export of bay yarn. As such 

they had been closely involved in the bill broking business and

in a degree of purchasing in the stock market on behalf of

fellow merchants situated in the country. Similarly the Pim 

brothers Jonathan and Thomas who had emerged on the Dublin 

business scene at a later period and who were involved in the 

import of 'manchester goods' and the export of a wide variety of 

goods including linens had extensive trade connections in the 

South of the country and in their home territory of the 

midlands. Such wide connections for them also involved a

lot of bill broking. A typical letter of theirs from 11.X.1806 

deals with bill transactions,

'To J.B. Haughton from Thomas and Jonathan Pim, We are 

favoured with yours of the 9th instant covering bills 

£1,120 to the credits of our general account and we debit 

J&4.3.10 interest agreeably to your statement'.

Ve are perfectly satisfied with the remittance by bills at 

31 days when you cannot do better for us by being allowed 

the full interest off. We suppose you would allow it to us 

as our trade will scarcely bear the loss of one per cent 

when it can be helped. Ve should not accept of these bills

from the Bank without their allowing the full interest as
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we are not in want of money to require discounts from them 

on such terms'

n.

The suspension of cash payments in 1797 had led by 1804 to 

a wide proliferation of private b a n k s . Thnms Directory for 

1847 states that there were fifty private banks in Ireland in 

that year. Certainly very few of these were operated by

quakers. ' But a number of quakers were involved in the

handling of banking business, as agents, for bankers. Such 

business could be seen as an extension of their merchant 

interests and their bill broking. Joshua and Joseph Pim of 

Usher's Island acted as Dublin agents for Newport's and Riall's
nbanks. The business involved was not insignificant. They

held in 1820 an approximately one-fifth balance of Newport's

credit - an amount of £9,077..  ̂ In the same year they were 

able to apply to the Court of the Bank of Ireland to discount 

j£40,000 in bills on London, as well as to offer £15,000 in the 

security of government stock, on behalf of both Newport's and 

Riall'a. Another agency held by Dublin based Quakers was

that of the linen merchant Jonas Stott. This he held for

Malcomson's Bank of Lurgan. Malcomson's Bank was itself

operated by quakers. Stott, interestingly enough had previous

to 1785, 'managed a considerable department in... John Dawson
> 01 ■Coate's bank'.' Such a banking and mercantile backround
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Implied the competence of Stott, to handle such a banking

agency.

Failures of banks were frequent. Private banks outside of 

Dublin were doomed to weakness and sensitive to the least shadow 

of a rumour which might overnight upset their credit and ruin 

many people. Joseph R. Pim, a brother of Jonathan and Thomas in 

1826 related to a select committee of the House of Commons his 

hostility to private banks. he referred to his experience of 

the failure of Lord French's bank about 1808 which, he surmised, 

had induced, '...a number of us to change our course of trading 

altogether'. He described himself as 'an enemy to private 

banks'. * ‘

The expectations that the convertability of notes to gold 

was to occur, plus 'monetary deflation* consequent on the end of 

the Napoleonic wars led to a run on the banks in Munster and 

consequently to a large number of failures in 1820. The first 

intimation of an approaching crisis was expressed to the 

Directors of the Bank of Ireland, by Joseph and Joshua Pim on 

13.V.1820. ’or-

A number of insolvencies consequent on these failures 

occurred among quakers. The ultimate effects of one of them did 

not ocur until around 1834 when the case of William Robinson and 

Joshua Fayle came to the attention of the Dublin Monthly 

Meeting. These two quakers had commmenced business in or
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about the year 1816 with a large capital. Following on the 

failures of 1820,

'...they experienced some heavy losses by the failure of 

others for whom they had accepted bills and in consequence they 

became embarassed; and though it appears that they possessed 

capital considerably beyond what would have been sufficient to 

have paid their debts, it not being available they borrowed a

large sum of money from government to be repaid by instalments
I n  ^with interest' .

They actually borrowed £13,000, as is clear from a list of 

advances made by the government in connection with the banking 

crisis of the 1820's. The amount was advanced on personal 

security at 6% per annum inerest. The third instalment of

£4,166.13.4 was due on 2.vii.l825 and the debt was cleared 

according to schedule. The effort to clear it involved the 

partners in further debts related to a fall in the value of

mortgaged property and so led to their insolvency and the Dublin
? o gfMonthly Meeting's Interest in the case.

A more serious case of failure was brought before the

Dublin Monthly Meeting in tenth month 1820. John and Vilcocks 

Phelps had taken over the agency for Malcomson's bank from Jonas 

Stott, They also were involved in the linen trade. Around

1810 John Phelps junior had become a partner in the business of 

his father and ' . . . they having a floating sum in their hands 

more than adequate to carying on their business, they invested a 

considerable sum in the stock of the Grand Canal.' The
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partners are, in fact shown in a contemporary list of 

proprietors of stock as having £8,800 invested in the Grand 

Canal company.!** But the fall in profitability of the canal 

from 1812 on, and the consequent refusal of the company to pay

dividends had led to a fall in the profitability of the

investment. When the Phelps needed immediate liquid funds they

were unable to make use of their Investment to satisfy its
f/3

needs.

However, worse was yet to be heard in this case. A further 

report was brought in during the next month. The report to the 

Monthly Meeting is worth quoting in full,

'... in consequence of a connection they had with a country 

bank they had large sums of money floating in their hands - 

for the profitable occupation of which, and at the same 

time, to have it easily come at, if wanting, they made 

considerable purchases in the public funds and continued to 

buy and sell therin as circumstances appeared to them to 

Justify - they also had from time to time, directions from 

said bank to pi^rchase and sell in the funds for account 

thereof - and thus at their own risk and also at the risk 

of said bank, they had many transactions of this nature - 

subsequently on their having orders to buy or sell stock in 

the funds for the account of the said bank, they at times, 

charged or credited said bank at the price of the day with 

the amount of the cost or sale of the stock, so ordered to 

be bought or sold without making another such purchase or
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sale: as it appears without any other views than to take

the risk of a rise and fall in the price of stock to 

themselves: having it in their power to purchase the stock 

that ought to appear for account of the bank, when they 

thought it most advantageous to do so - this, it appears 

afterwards, in consequence of losses and demands for money 

to have led to their selling stock the property of said 

bank and stating, or suffering the bank to believe that 

stock was purchased for it without it having been done - so 

that ultimately stock was not to be had that the bank had 

understood really was for their account...' ' •

The Phelps, both father and son  ̂with a rapidity 

extraordinary for quakers, were disowned in first month 1821.

A letter from Phelps junior exists in which he attempts to 

explain the mDtivation for his behaviour and his wish to submit 

to the decision of the monthly meeting.

The boom in the promotion of Joint stock companies in the 

period centring 4n 1824 made available a wider range of 

opportunities for investment in Irish companies and funds. The 

Dublin Stock Exchange benefited from this and began to assume a 

more central role in the stock market. By 1824, Thomas Daniel^ 

Registrar for the Exchange offered among the more traditional 

utilities and British, Irish or East India Stocks, those of the 

Royal Irish Insurance, the Saint Patrick's Insurance Company, 

the Shamrock Insurance Company, the Hibernian Gas Company, the
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Dublin Gas Company and the shares of a number of Irish mining 

companies. The amount of investment by individuals continued

to increase. The Vebb ledger may be taken to reflect much wider 

trends.  ̂ In 1824 Vebb purchased 2 National Insurance shares 

at £50 including a premium of £5 and ten Patriotic Insurance 

shares at £100 with 5 Hibernian Gas Company shares at £100. By 

1826, in addition to these and to his investments in government 

stock Jie had shares in the United Steam Navigation Company. 

In Webb's case there appears to be litle speculative element 

involved. The purchases seem to be related specifically and 

moderately to his own commercial needs, to the availability of a 

surplus of capital for investment and most likely also to his 

trust in, and knowledge of, those who were most actively engaged 

in promoting the companies in which he invested. Of those 

individuals most would have been quakers and there was quaker 

directoral input in every company in question.

The wider interest in investment and the wider range of 

available investments encouraged James Pim Junior to set up 

business as a stockbroker in the year 1824. His father was 

involved in brewing and merchant interests. His father would 

have been the cousin of Thomas, Jonathan and Joseph Pim and like 

them came from Mountmellick. James Pim Junior married in 1824. 

His will at that time shows him to have possessed very little 

property. An advantage of his chosen profession was that he

needed little capital to start with. As regards the extensive 

personal securities which were required by comtemporary
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legislation to start business as a stockbroker, his kin could 

easily furnish t h e s e . T h e  sale and purchase of stocks and 

shares did not contravene the usury laws and hence permitted 

larger profit margins than the usual legal maximum limit of 

6%. Pim Junior also took over his father's Dublin agency for

the Imperial Fire Assurance company. * An advertisement in the 

FrRpman's Journal, probably his first, states, 'Shares in the 

several insurance and gas light companies etc., etc. are 

purchased and sold by James Pim Junior'. Pim Junior

probably handled investments the purchase and sale of stocks and 

shares for the Patriotic Insurance in which numerous of his 

relatives held shares. An amount of £1,000 is shown as being 

owed to him in 1827. ‘ If adequate records survived for the

Hational Insurance Company we would perhaps find that he had 

played a similar part for them since he was, as were other 

members of the Pim family, a prominent shareholder in that
12. V

company;.

Legislation of 1824, in recognition of the great need for a 

banking system of a more realistic scope than had hitherto 

existed, permitted the establishment of joint-stock banks in 

Ireland, But such legislation was still very restrictive and

inadequate. Nevertheless, it permitted the setting up of the 

Northern Bank. In 1824 the Hibernian joint-stock bank was

established. ' ^  Such banks were seen by their promoters as 

moves to solve one of the chief difficulties in the way of 

trade. The lack of a comprehensive system of banking would help
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speed up the circulation of money and facilitate the provision

of credit. The legislation permitting the Hibernian Bank to sue

and be sued through a public officer was passed in 1824. Such a

right whilst not totally satisfactory did at least provide some

legal status and protection for shareholders.'^^- The

capital of the Hibernian bank... or more accurately at this

period, the Hibernian joint Stock Comr4.ny, was one million

pounds in shares of jElCXD each with 25% called, or the equivalent

of £250,000 paid by the shareholders in order to commence 
^ 0business.- ' Joseph Robinson Pim, one of the Pim brothers

involved in the partnership of Jonathan and Thomas Pim was with

other members of the family involved in the bank. He was also a

director. He explained an aspect of his involvement in the

bank in the following words,

'A number of Roman catholic gentlemen finding they were

continued to be excluded from the direction of the Bank of

Ireland met together and obtained the signatures, not only

of Roman catholics but of a number of others, amongst the

rest^ myself, to the establishment of this bank in such a

city as Dublin, advantages would be frequently derived from

it and not altogether looking to the emoluments which they

would recieve as subscribers to the bank, but looking to it
13)

as citizens generally',

Joseph R. Pim states also in connection with the same extract 

cited that he held shares in the Provincial Bank of Ireland. 

Consultation of its Deed of Settlement does not reveal the 

exfe-nt of his holding or indeed that he had any holding at all.
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I

neither do the names of any other members of his family occur 

therein. Pim explains the positive effects which the Provincial 

Bank had, already by 1826 achieved, on the commerce of the 

country. It had stimulated the establishment of cotton 

manufactories by, 'fifteen to twenty persons in places such as 

Waterford, Clonmel, Cahir, Limerick, Cork, Bandon, Dunmanway 

etc. , ' >'33. The Pirns of course were involved in a very big way 

with the cotton importing business and the creation of bigger 

markets provided a very Important spin-off from improved 

banking. It would besides create further business for the two 

steamship companies in which they were involved.

However, the services provided by these new banks were 

still inadequate. What was in effect the monopolistic interest 

of the Bank of Ireland had to be challenged. Kany Dublin

merchants felt the city had been left the victim of private 

banks that legislation deliberately left weak. A prime

difficulty remained and was a severe restriction on the 

viability even of the Hibernian Joint Stock Bank. The

prohibition'... of not issuing bills or notes payable on demand, 

or at less date than 6 months, renders the liberty of

establishing such banks inoperative, as without a power to issue 

notes payable on demand no bank in Ireland can realise common 

interest for the capital embarked' . Pim was, with James Pim

senior, and other merchants, one of those who signed a petition 

using those words. The petition was sent to the Lords 

Commissioners of his Majesty's Treasury. There was to be
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little effective response to such petitions for many years to 

come and the position of the Bank of Ireland was therefore to 

remain entrenched.

By 1833, Pim Junior was in a sound enough position

financially, to have formed a banking partnership under the

style of Boyle, Low, Bickerstaff and Pim. The bank was not

established to furnish the fuller range of banking facilities

which merchants and others sought to develop. Its function was

conceived as supplementary to that of mainstream banking and

ancillary to the stock-broking needs and insurance agencies of

the partners . They did not generally discount bills. It

acted as Dublin agent for the Norl’Kern Bank and the Provincial

bank. It also handled accounts of a philanthropic nature, such

as that of the Hibernian Protestant Operatives Orphan Society’ '

and the receipt and disbursement of cash between the Ballitore
/ V oSavings Bank and the School House Saving's Bank. The bank

was probably set up with a view to enable them to take advantage

of the situation that had arisen where 'the English market was

at their command' for the sale of stock as the government now
IV Ipermitted the equal import and export of government stock.

It seems likely that having taken out a license to permit them 

to act as bankers gave them the necessary status to have a 

corresponding bank in London, in their case, the bank of 

Williams and Deacons This, in its turn would enable them to

hold a balance of money for use in business related to payment 

for stocks and shares.
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James Pim Junior was an adept at raising capital. In 1824

he had started buying stock in the Grand Canal Company at a time

when it was available cheaply. In each successive year he

purchased more until by the year 1830 he owned stock to the 

value of £5,600. This holding he was able to use as a

collateral in raising a loan of £5,000 from Daniel O'Connell's 

'tribute' in 1831.^^^' It was in that year also that Pim junior

was actively involved in promoting the Dublin and Kingstown 

Railway. The large loan was probably connected with the

expenses involved in its promotion.

It was in connection with the Dublin and Kingstown Railway

that a further function of Boyle, Low and Pim became manifest,

namely in the provision of loan and development capital. As Lee 

states, 'James Pim used the resources of his private bank...to 

supply much of the fixed and early working capital of the Dublin 

and Kingstown, which survived infancy through constant doses of 

credit. Pim's bank met the interest on the Board of Works

loan ' iyT' 'But for the bank's services the company could hardly

have overcome the serious financial problems posed by the
iKf-S.unexpectedly heavy capital costs'. '

The wider commercial network in which the directors of the 

Dublin and Kingstown were involved could usefully be turned to 

the attraction of necessary long and short term loans into the 

funds of V'h e company. In 1836 the D. and K. needed £20,000.

It was intimated to them that the National Assurance Company
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would be prepared to advance such a sum as a loan for twelve 

months at 4% interest. " Not alone were a number of the 

directors shareholders in the insurance company in question but 

many were related by ties of family to its officers. It would 

be simplistic and not warranted by the facts to suggest that it 

was 'quaker' influence per se in both companies that facilitated 

such an offer and consequent agreement. But the coincidence of 

capital, managerial hegemonism and the use of the existent 

network of shared commercial experience between the directors 

and their families meant that the proposition would have been 

regarded as viable. Such agreements were backed up by the trust 

of the parties in each other, and tested by their knowledge of 

each other's 'track record'. A carefully defined and developed 

balance of mutual obligations between the various areas of 

business In which the directors were linked helped in the 

stimulation and profitable circulation of capital.

The Initial discussions with the secretary of the

Hational Assurance Company had been verbal. Its secretary was a

quaker. An official delegation was then sent to come up with a
LT'detailed proposal for a loan. The National offered this in

the form of £13, 000 of government stock at par plus

interest, plus Bank of Ireland Draft £6,051.11.8, total 
in

£19,200. ' Similarly 16.Ix.1836 the Patriotic Insurance

company agreed to discount a Director's note for £20,000 to 

discharge necessary expenses. ihe National's loan was itself
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renewed without difficulty in l.viii.l837 but this time was to 

be repaid in cash.

Boyle, Low and Pim also assisted on occasion in the

allocation of shares and debentures for the Dublin and

Kingstown, At a meeting of the General Board of the Railway

company on the 14.ix.1838 they proposed to take £35,000 in

discharge of director's notes now in its possession. The

debentures were to be considered as a deposit for an advance

from them with interest at 5%. If Boyle, Low and Pim failed to

issue the debentures they were to have the power to require

payment of principal or part on the giving of three months 
<fynotice.

Two further banks were set up in the 1830's in moves to

establish more comprehensive banking services. The Agricultural

and Commercial Bank was set up in 1834’ '^^and the Royal Bank in

1 8 3 6 Quakers were active in both banks, Jonathan Pim senior
isS '.

is mentioned as among the directors in the A 8i C in 1836. A

report to a government committee in 1837 mentions him as well as 

M. Thacker and Joseph Beale as being present at the third half-
iyearly meeting of the bank In the printed proceedings dated

18.4.1837 a Mr. Walpole, undoubtedly a quaker, is described as

having 3,000 shares fully paid up, 'on the strength of which,

and on hvs personal standing in trade, he had a cash credit for 
(60 .£4,200. Joseph Robinson Pim, who was a director of the

11,1
Agricultural and Commercial in 1840‘ was described in the 1837
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Report as '...a considerable British (sic) shareholder 

'Unfortunately the evidence does not exist to enable us to 

quantify the contribution of the Pim family to the bank, 

certainly Boyle Low and Pim played an ancillary role in its 

operations at one stage.^ And a further connection may be

observed 26. iv.1838 when they purchased back 1,000 Royal Bank 

Shares from them on the orders of the Royal Bank^ ^*^and also 

refused to yield up scrip to an ex-officer of the Agricultural
/(.r

bank, the scrip being claimed as the property of the Royal.

A detailed discussion the bank's failure goes beyond the scope 

of this chapter. The subject has besides been very adequately 

dealt with by Barrow.

The Royal bank, however, in contradistinction to the 

Agricultural bank got off to an infinitely better start. It was 

better managed and the quaker presence both at the level of 

management and directorship was to be more significant in a 

number of ways. There are signs that its establishment may have 

been conceived in part as a 'rescue package' for the

Agricultural and Cc^rcial when it became clear that that bank

would not be able to survive as constituted. , There was some 

coincidence between their directors and shareholders. Common 

facilities were enjoyed by the two banks from the London and 

Westminster Bank"'*'* itself a bank organised on the Joint-stock 

principle. And the Agricultural had offered its agency to the 

Royal. The Royal had been set up in 1836 with a nominal

capital of one and a half million pounds in 30,000 shares of
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£50. Of the shares only 20,000 were Issued. It started

business with 295 shareholders. The name of Richard Garratt 

occurs as one of the first directors.,'^*’ He was a Quaker linen 

merchant who had speculated widely in shares. He had 200

shares to a value of £10,000 in the Royal Bank. Professor 

Cullen describes the bank as 'in essence an alliance between the 

interests of Shaw's Bank and the quaker business circle 

revolving around the Pim f a m i l y ' . H e  describes the holdings 

of the Pim and Perry families which he estimates at about 

'l/13th of the share capital, or somewhat less than a fifteenth
1 n ̂of the original Irish investment. The total proportions of

capital owned by Irish Quakers, as shareholders in the bank 

would of course be larger again. Whilst we need not assume an 

identity of commercial interest among every quaker shareholder, 

it would be natural for quakers to feel inclined to invest their 

surplus wealth in places indicated by their apparently 

successful kinsmen and brethren. Whilst the Pims undoubtedly 

provided a major part of the motivating and organisational power 

that helped to get the bank properly established the original 

Deed of Settlement for the Royal shows that many more 'quaker' 

names ocurr contributing in toto even more significantly to a 

'quaker' capital presence, that enabled the Pims to utilise 

their opportunities to maximise their own capital in the most 

profitable manner, It is to the managerial and directorial

input that we must look to consider the dynamic that 

successfully steered the Royal through its early development.
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Ve must not lose sight of the vigilant attitude that the 

Religious Society of Friends maintained at an official level to 

the numerous speculations of its members. Not all Joint-stock 

companies were successful. The failure of the Saint Patrick's

Insurance Company in 1829' and later of the Agricultural and

Commercial bank kept many Friends in a state of alarm. The 

Yearly Keeting of 1837 was so anxious that it issued a specific 

advice to the membership to refrain from being involved ‘ in 

joint-stock speculations or other plausible schemes involving 

liabilities bev'ond their means' .OS' The effects of the collapse 

of companies was not always immediate. A pitiful letter of an 

implicitly hurt and accusatory nature regarding his disownment 

was directed by Edward Gatchell to the Dublin Monthly Meeting in 

1853. In it he refers back to his financial situation in 1837. 

The letter throws light on what could happen to an individual 

who might innocently have got involved in share holdings in 

Joint-stock or other companies when the idea of limited 

liability had not emerged to guarantee or limit the amount which 

such an individual might lose, Gatchell's father 'had been...an 

extensive iron-monger and hardware merchant'. On his father's 

decease he inherited numerous obligations which he would have 

been able, if with difficulty, to fulfill. But the increased 

use of steam packets facilitated the direct contact of smaller 

traders with England and thus curtailed their wholesale trade. 

The failure of the Agricultural and Commercial Bank and the 

continuing calls due by the failed Saint Patrick's Insurance
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Company made it increasingly difficult for him to meet his

committments.

A somewhat innocuous minute of the Royal Bank 29.ix.1842 

recorded that no credit or cash advances exceeding £500, in 

which a director of the bank was, '...either directly or 

indirectly involved (should be given) without the concurrence 

and approbation of a special general meeting' . The minute

was to signal a problem on a larger scale that was to merit the

intervention of the Monthly Meeting. The Agricultural and

Commercial Bank had been known to give extensive credits to its 

directors and shareholders. • Having been careful to have 

distanced their operation from that bank it seems clear that the 

directors of the Royal were not willing to countenance such a 

threat for a similar cause to the credit worthiness of their own 

establishment. Evidence of a deeper problem came out one month 

later on the 3.xi.l842. Richard Garrŝ l', a director of the

Royal and a quaker had guaranteed a loan for his brother in law 

Joseph Beale. The guarantee now came under review. Garratt

was a merchant who dealt chiefly in the linen trade. Like Beale 

he was from Mountmellick, . Beale was an extensive manufacturer 

of woollen stuffs and the owner of several other commercial 

conerns. He had recently become insolvent to the tune of

£55,000 and was consequently disowned by the Mountmellick
41Monthly Meeting, The insolvency came at a rather

Inconvenient time far Garratt. His own business had become less 

profitable and he had diverted many of his resources to Beale
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profitable and lucrative investments in many companies. * 

HE had guaranteed a Royal Bank loan of £5,000 to Beale at 

the same time without having adequate resources to back up the 

guarantee. The Directors of the Royal Bank having heard an 

account of his affairs from James Perry; Joseph Bewley and 

Francis Low, who had been delegated to meet with him, agreed to 

take an assignmnet of 10 Dublin and Kingstown shares at a rate 

of j£88 (880), 65 Royal Bank shares at £10 and a payment in cash 

of £470 (total £2,000) plus an 'assignment of right of interest 

in all mortgages held by him from him Joseph Beale in exchange 

for a full discharge of liability from the bank' . Garratt

was not to prove so fortunate with the Dublin Monthly Meeting 

however and by it he was ultimately to be disowned. The 

preliminary report to the Dublin Monthly Meeting details his 

case.

'...Richard Garratt was disabled by his own losses from 

making good the claim of the banking company on him and 

from discharging some other debts of smaller amount. He 

has made a present settlement with said company and another 

with the principle creditors by transferring to them 

property amounting to about 8/- in the pound on the sums 

due to them and has in addition made over to the banking
nr

company the mortgages held on that amount' .

A further interesting sequence of linkages involving 

another company in which quakers played a leading part and which 

involved the Royal Bank also occurred in 1842. Joseph Robinson
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Pim was an extensive shareholder in both the Royal Bank and the
l%h.St. George Steam Packet Company. He had obviously been going

through a difficult time over a number of recent years, a factor 

implied in the near loss of his shareholding in the Royal when 

he failed to pay a second call., His family business was in a 

process of re-organisation and he was deeply involved in the 

winding up of the affairs of the Agricultural and Commercial

Bank.^ Above all from the late thirties on, a number of the

shipping companies with which he was involved were in severe

financial difficulties. An account of the conditions leading to 

a decline in the profitability of those companies belongs
m .

elsewhere, but it is sufficient to show the difficulties that

affected Pim at that time. The connection of the Saint George

SteamPacket company however illustrates a number of special

features of personal and financial history. The Company was

experiencing a severe need for additional capital, a factor
1(^0

signalled perhaps by its appearance in Stock Exchange lists.

The Saint George was already 5,iii.l840 overdue with a number of

repayments. In a letter dated 2.ix.1841 received by the

Royal Bank from the steamship company an extension of advances

to the amount of £25,000 was sought on proposed conditions. The

Royal Bank would not accept these but requested the mart, gage of

the two ships Lee and Victory to secure ' a present advance of

£18,000 which was to be 'kept afloat by Bills of Exchange as
hi

heretofore'.
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The situation was still not satisfacory by 22.xii.1842.

The Saint George company was trying to avoid threatened legal

proceedings which the bank was about to institute against them.

In a letter they offered £4,500 in Australian wool debentures as

part repayment and stated they were arranging a loan of £5,000
K/V-

elsewhere. The offer was not acceptable to the Bank. ^

Proceedings were eventually halted by the intervention of Joseph 

R. Pim's brother Jonathan Snr., who besides an assumed moral 

stature that is to be detected in the tone of the minutes 

referring to him was a major shareholder in both companies

involved in the dispute. He had been sick but his intervention 

produced a plan which it seemed for a while would succeed. This 

plan involved the handing over of wool debentures payable at 16 

months and interest at 5% to an amount of £6,500, and Australian 

wool debentures to be taken as colateral with notes of the Saint 

George company payable with interest at 6%. If that plan would 

not be accpetable a further possibility was envisaged in a 'plea 

of confession' to the whole at 6, 12, 18, and 24 months

respectively paying the irJerest in cash.

Desperate efforts were being made by the Saint George 

directors to wind up the affairs of their company which it was 

accepted at this stage would be the case as is clear from a 

letter dated 17.vii.l843. The letter was from G.B. Crewdson to 

the Saint George head office in Dublin. Crewdson was an

erstwhile quaker and a leading promoter and shareholder in the 

Company. He was besides a banker in his own right. He explains
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I

I -

t h a t  h i s  f i r m  cannot  advance any f u r t h e r  amounts bu t  s e e k s  the  

mortgage of  the  S i r i u s , a n o t h e r  of  t h e  company's  s h i p s ,  to  

p a r t i a l l y  s a t i s f y  ' a n  o ld  uncovered b a l a n c e ' .

5LL

C on t inu ing  developments i n  t r a n s p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  g e n e r a t e d  a 

need f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  c a p l W ,  a need which i n  i t s  t u r n  s t i m u l a t e d  

f u r t h e r  e n t e r p r i s e  and sought out  the  smal l  i n v e s t o r  i n  a r e a s  

wider th a n  th o s e  once l i m i t e d  t o  k i t h  and k in .  The u n i t  s i z e  of  

s h a r e s  a l s o  tended  t o  become s a m l l e r  than  had p r e v i o u s l y  been 

the  case .  , The development of  a r e n t i e r  c l a s s  became 

a p p a re n t ,  a f a c t o r  a l r e a d y  foreshadowed i n  th e  in v e s tm e n t s  of  

Vebbs, S h ack le to n s ,  G a t c h e l l s  e t c .  The c h i e f  I r i s h  funds  

o f f e r e d  on t h e  Dublin Stock  Exchange in  1840 in lc u d e d  s h a r e s  

in  th e  H ibe rn ian ,  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l ,  t h e  Royal,  N a t iona l  and 

A g r i c u l t u r a l  Banks. S hares  f o r  th e  N a t iona l  and P a t r i o t i c  

Insurance  Companies were a l s o  on o f f e r  b e s id e s  s h a r e s  f o r  a 

number of mining companies and s h ip p in g  concerns .  Three r a i lw a y  

companies a l s o  o f f e r e d  s h a r e s ,  namely the  Dublin  and Kingstown, 

the  Dublin  & Drogheda and th e  Dubl in  & Kilkenny.

c
The p i c t u r e  had changed r a d i c a l l y  by 1845 The l i s t  of

s h a r e s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  r a i lw a y  companies had now r i s e n  t o  33 

without  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  th o s e  f o r  E ng l i sh  r a i l w a y  companies a t  

a l l .  Not a lo n e  was t h e t e  a massive wish to  i n v e s t  bu t  the
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number of people offering shares for sale outside the structure

of the established stock exchange mechanism had also risen. By

the end of 1845 there had emerged four stock exchanges in

Dublin, each in its own way an attempt to harmonise and

Introduce elements of self-discipline into the operations of the

sharebrokers and dealers. These four exchanges were firstly the

Dublin Stock Exchange, by law established, the Sharebroker's

Association established in July of that year, the Royal (or New)

Stock Exchange and the City of Dublin Merchant's and
20 (Stockbroker's Association. The new exchanges were set up,

‘... in the rage for speculation consequent upon the railway 

mania (which) became so great that a great number of persons 

engaged in other pursuits were desirous to enter upon what they 

thought a profitable line of business'.

No particular examples emerge from quaker records of the 

period from Dublin that show any Friends indulging in 

speculative activities to any destructive degree. But a number 

of cases exist relating to Friends involved in the new 

sharebroking organisations. A case before the Dublin Monthly 

Meeting of sixth month 1847 is of Interest in that connection. 

It related to two brothers Thomas and VilllaiD Robinson Fayle. 

Both were, it appears, from a contemporary almanack, members of 

the Royal Stock Exchange. 'In the summer of that year (1845)

they added to their mercantile business that of sharebroker 

'which appears to have been both extensive and lucrative' states 

the relevant monthly meeting minute. Lucrative it must have
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been, for only a few years previously the two brothers estimated 

their capital at t200. By 1847 it was estimated at £2,000 

although their debts were around £3,250. Interestingly enough 

they attributed their losses not to their business as 

sharebrokers, but to the depreciation of their stock in trade, 

namely garden and farm seeds.

The Royal Stock Exchange had thirty eight members in

1847. Besides the Fayle brothers, Richard Garratt was a

Biember. It would not be far fetched to see in the wish to set

up a separate organisation a degree of reaction against vested

interest. The father of the Fayles had been disowned as had

Garratt. Another member of the Royal Stock exchange, Mr.

Jubidat had been a clerk with Boyle, Low and Pim and claimed to

have ben unfairly rejected from membership of the Dublin Stock

Exchange. It was on the requisition of 'Mr. Fayle' and Mr.

Jubidat that the Royal Exchange requested the Lord Lieutenant to

set up an inquiry. They claimed that the Dublin Stock
Z

Exchange was '...a self-constituted and monopolising body'. 

Among the members of the investigatory commission appointed by 

the Lord Lieutenant occurred the name of George Pim, a wealthy 

quaker who had inherited the fortune of his uncles Joseph and 

Joshua Pim of Ussher's Island. His own father had been disowned 

from the Religious Society of F r i e n d s . ^  ° The commission 

was to inquire '...into the manner in which the Dublin Stock 

Exchange Soctiity was conducted relative to the sale of stock,

having regard to the provisions of the Act under which the
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Society was formed and to report whether the rules and 

regulations operated in a manner prejudicial to the Interests of 

the public; or oppressively to individuals, especially as 

respected the non-admission of members' .

In the event the decline in demand for shares as the 

railway boom came to an end led to the demise of all the other 

stock exchanges, apart from the Dublin Stock Exchange. And here 

for all practical purposes the existence of any special quaker 

connection with financial institutions comes to an end. But the 

practice of investment and the existence of a class relying to a 

big extent on income from that investment marks a new stage in 

capitalist development. For many quakers share income was to be 

significant as is evident from wills. Whilst quakers in Dublin 

had withdrawn from any areas of active company investment the 

frequent occurrence of their names in boards of directors of 

established companies suggests an almost hereditary function 

reflecting the sectarian categories of Irish society. The 

quaker discipline to a degree also had become irrelevant to 

concepts of a more advanced capitalism and by the 1860's 

disownments for bankruptcy had become insignificant. Indeed the 

penalties for such an 'offence' were eventually to be withdrawn 

altogether. Whilst improved business technique and the

provision of better company law might well have contributed to a 

decline in bankruptcy generally, we may assume that the quaker 

avoidance of speculative activity had proved to be a stabilising 

feature in quaker business life. Their earlier corporate
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suspicion of Joint-stock companies had necessarily to give way 

before that inevitable development.
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quoting from a letter the original of which is in D.F.H.L. 
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1950)^pp. 331-33,

17. Grubby Industry^p.165 .
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(D.F.H.L.) Pirn mss. Box 61 File a.
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Retreat, Dublin^see MM II A.17 Vth mo 1807; also see Minute 
book of the General Meetings of the Retreat 7 (at present 
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::ja The governing committee represented Yearly Meeting
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2.J- A, H. John, cit. , p. 142 .
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S3 Ibid. p. 212.
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possession of Mr. Richard Shackleton, Lucan),
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Monthly Meeting according to Dublin Monthly Meeting 
minutes. Business difficulties of course did not always 
lead to immediate insolvencies but the effects of such 
difficulties might well have been felt many years after the 
original events.

M y l c a g  and Rules agreed to l2fi tie Yearly Meeting q1
Friends in Ireland 1811. (Supplement 1830). Dublin Yearly 
Meeting Advice of 1817, p.293.

But there remained quaker run banks in the country, banks 
such as Pike's of Cork which did not close until 1826 (see 
Barrow, op, cit., p.208) or Woodcock & Sparrows Bank in 
Enniscorthy, which sold out to Newport's of Waterford on 
the dissolution of its partnership. See Ennlacorthy Echo 
15.2.1964^and Vexford Her»ld^12.5.1806.

L.S. Pressnell, Country Banking in the Industrial 
Revolution. (Oxford^ 1952)^ p. 89.

L.M. Cullen, Raot and Branch; Allied BauJis yesterday, iPilay 
and Tomorrow (Dub]^nJ<^p. 23 .

''\0. Pressnell, op. cit., p. 91

Rules of Discipline oi tJie Yearly Meeting Friends in
Ireland with Advices (2nd ed. Dublin/1841)^ p.126^ (An advice 
of London Yearly Meeting 1771) 'We warn all against a 
pernicious practice, too much prevailing amongst those 
engaged in trade, which hath often issued in the ruin of 
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religious society...' .

L.M. Cullen, Anglo-Irish Trad^ 166Q-180Q. p. 93 and p. 202 .
o i ’ - ^ >r

. As evidenced in Pirn letters in D.F.H.L. These show 
connections with Harveys, Haughtons and Leckys in Cork 
and also with relatives in Mountmellick. T n ^ 
p i\py\ T H T  c C o ~r~UC d O  'E .

f’A ) V  _ evidence of J. Robinson 
Pim  ̂ pp.22-23^ details some of their original 
connections with the butter trade. Also^ Cô riirtTff

S'-ry»Ti? c > lA t I O N  q f ~ j V/'Mpg''?
T t - t  o p  irX' I r J  C c o i  i - A M P  M  P I r t e

./g2.b tv- *::jrHppendix 17, p. 85, evidence 
of Joseph R. Pim^indicates further the nature of the 
business of the Pim Brothers in the South of Ireland.
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Mss. Port 6 B.

i'f. Hall, op. cit., pp. 119-20-
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cit., p.209^and footnote 93 above.
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704 MM II A. 20^ vth mo 1834 .

I r; X. ■ . _ . A List of Advances
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Barrow, op. cit., p. 208.
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II! : A List of Proprietors of Grand Canal___Stock January 1821)
(N.L. I. item p.434.
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)Hf. MM II 18 xith mo 1820 ■

il i".. Appendix II .

Mb. Frppman's Journal^25■3■1824■ Advertisement of T. Daniels,
Registrar of the Dublin Stock Exchange.

1. See above footnote .

. )(̂ . See above footnote S3 •

\ I 0 [ . Will of James Pim Junior; Probate of his will with 1825
codicil (P.R.O. I.) LEG box 4377; pi. copy AVA/ copy
20.7.1856.

IcOr Fresnell, op cit. , p. 95^ an^ Barrrow^ op. cit. , p.38-0-

/̂ ! . More correctly he shared the agency with his father from 
1821 on. See Imperial Fire Insurance Co. Records
(Guildhall London) (12,160 A (8))^p. 32^18,4.1821,

l l L  Freeman* s J ournal. Jan 14.1824.

/ 1 2 -  Minutes of Half Yearly Assembly 6.iv.1827. Records of the
Patriotic Insurance Company (In possession of the Sun
Alliance Dublin).

' v-f List of Subscribers to the National Assurance Company of
Ireland 1823 (R.I.A.) Haliday Pamphlet.

Barrow, op. cit., p. 66, refers to the Irish banking Act
'5 Geo. iv. C. clix (Local and Personal).

JrG. Ibid.

i Z ^  Barrow, op. cit., pp 68-75-

Cttee. Prom, notes (1826) op cit., App. 17 p.83. Evidence
of J.R. Pim. '

iZ*"! James Pim Jnr. referred to as director of the Hibernian in
0 ’Con/ii|( C p r r e s p o ^  0 ' ^IV ̂  2̂ 8̂

Cttee. Prom. Notes (1826)^ App. 17^ p.83j Joseph R. Pim
was also associated with O'Connell in the Hibernian Gas
Company to which he had been appointed Deputy Governor see 
p. 803 xxix in 4. Geo. IV , (Local and Personal) Cap. 
XXXVIII. Daniel O'Connell was a Director of said company 
see Vatson's 1824. p.229'

13/ Cttee. Prom Notes. (1826), op. cit., App. 17 p.82
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l3c' Deed of Settlement for the Provincial Bank of Ireland 
(A.I.B. Archives Dublin).

"i3S Cttee. Prom notes. (1826), op. clt., Ap. 17^pp 85-6.

/3<^ Ibld^App. 17^pp. 86-7.

lif cttfifi., Proffl. (1826)^ app. 3. p. 23. Petition of
Dublin Merchants.

l3v>. His brother Jonathan Greenwood Pim also entered Into the 
partnership. The State Papers Office. Dublin has his 
application to be admitted a member of the Dublin Stock 
Exchange and indicates that Jonathan G. Pim paid a sum of 
i,2,000 sterling, and Francis Low and Leonard Bickerstaff 
sums of £500 'to be paid to the King, his heirs and 
successors, as a bond for his stockbroking activities. 
(S.P.O. Dublin) C.S.O.R.P. 1833 No. 1266, dated 4.111.1833 
etc.

13?. Barrow^op. cit. , pp. 107-108.
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pari. Papers, 1837-3& (626) vii, I); Item 360^
15.Vi.1838

\3f' Dublin Veekly Herald  ̂ Dec. 20 1838, Vol. I, No. 8.

Shackleton Ledgers op. cit., see l.iv.l848. A sum of 
<£2,202.17.4 'including savings bank draft' and cash, 
remitted. Sums in cash £100 and £108 remitted on 3.iv.1843 
and 27.lv.1843 respectively. The assumption is that Boyle, 
Low and Pim did not act as general banker to the 
Shackletons. in earlier entries in the ledgers it is noted 
that Haughtons (cousins of James Pim Junior^ handled 
transactions involving the Ballltore Savings Bank. (1822 
p. 160) It seems logical to assume that James Pim Junior 
absorbed such functions he set up his banking
partnership. Many of the Shackleton Ledger entries 
referring to his bank seem to relate to the remittance of 
cash. A search of the records of the Schoolhouse Saving's 
Bank in which many quakers were prominently involved might 
be extended to show further evidence of James Pim's 
involvement therein.
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'■S'!, c . r  7 o;,\jrr rgc« (TiiT j? ) q_ 3 5 9  .

' W i l l i a m s  and  D e a c o n ' s  bank.  See,  Thnm's D i r e c t n r y  ..ia.4 7 . .

j V'?. P r e s s n e l l ,  op. c i t .  , pp. 4 14-15 .

. P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  P a t r i o t i c  I n s u r a n c e  company. 
S h a r e h o l d e r ' s  Minute  book H a l f  y e a r l y  Assembly 3 0 . x . 1824. 
(Sun A l l i a n c e  Dub l in )  James Pim £800 o f  s t o c k  7 . i i . l 8 2 5  
j61,B50 o f  s t o c k ,  13. i i .  1830, J£5,600 o f  s t o c k .  6 . i v .  1840,
£12 ,500  t o  s t o c k .

De laney,  op. c i t . ,  pp. 1 8 9 - 9 1 . . .  ( 1 3 . 2 . 1830)>

O 'C o n n e l l  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  ̂ ed.  O'Conne l ly  o p . c i t . ,  Vol. IV pp. 
276-78 .  L e t t e r  N o .1770 d a t e d  2 1 .2 .1 8 3 1  f rom P. F i t z p a t r i c k  
t o  D a n ie l  O 'C o n n e l l  161 . ^ - L e e , ^ T h e  P r o v i s i o n  o f  C a p i t a l  f o r  
e a r l y  I r i s h  R a i lw a ys  1830-54^ j r '

XVI  ̂ 6 l (M a rc h  1968;^

Y'-t M a n u sc r ip t  M inu te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l  Board o f  t h e  D u b l in  and 
Kings town r a i l w a y ,  V o l . I I , 3 0 . i .1836^ p p . 6 8 - 9 .  ( I n  p o s s e s s i o n  
o f  C . I . E .  Heus ton  S t a t i o n ) .

I b i d .  m inu te  991 o f  3 0 . 1 . 1 8 3 6 .

Ibid.

'-C/. J b i d .  m inu te  996. 5 , i i . l 8 3 6 .

1 .̂/. Ibid,

I r"̂ / I b i d .  m inu te  1251. 16. i v .  1836 )

. l i b i d .  m in u te  1623 p . v i i i .  1837.
> pAr/tic>Tic «n^C(r H u i - .  I C - i x . l S l G
f'^H- Lee ,   ̂ P r o v i s i o n  o f  C a p i t a l ,  op. c i t . ,  p.52J, 'The  

C o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  banks  t o w a rd s  p r o v i s i o n  o f  f i x e d  
c a p i t a l ,  was however  g r e a t e r  t h a n  a p p e a r s  a t  f i r s t  s i g h t .  
They p l a c e d  p r e f e r e n c e  s h a r e s  and d e b e n t u r e s  among t h e i r  
c l i e n t s  and  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  made a d v a n c e s  on t h e  s e c u r i t y  of  
c o n t r a c t o r ' s  b o n d s ' .

G e ne ra l  Board D. 81 K. , op. c i t . ,  Minvt’ e 2121^ 14. i v .  1838 .

fS/fc. Barrow, op. c i t . ,  pp. 108-9 .

I b i d . ,  p. 131 .

I.)' !  FrftRiMn'  Jour.-'TA?^ / 8M'W>1. 1836-. L i s t  o f  D i r e c t o r s  and
C o n s u l t a t i o n  C t t e e .  James Pim p o l l e d  999.
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■ S f Q c K  f>^3^)p. 149: Evidence of James Dwyer

ih.ô  Proceedings a± tJifi Meeting oi Skarekolders of— ti£.
Agricultural and CQnmercial bank of Ireland. IZ, 18 April
1837 (Dublin^l837)^ pp. 17-18^ (R. I. A. ) Hal/ 1685.

'^' Vatson'a^l840

161. William H. Pirn was on the winding up committee (See Royal 
Bank Minutes^13.1.1842).

!(̂3. 5C. 3'o/ht .STqu< Q.374.

/4(f. Royal Bank Director s ’ Minute book p. 140, 26. iv. 1838.
(A.I.E. Archive Dublin)

K. Milne, A History of the Royal Bank of Ireland (Dublin 
1964) p.30. Milne states that £14,000 of shares of the 
Royal were held by the Agricultural and Commercial.

I.e. rc-iNir 5-roci< 3269 •

'̂ 6 Barrow, op. cit., pp. 152-56.

f. Milne, op. cit., pp. 30-31.

Y6^. Barrow, op. cit. , p. 133.

Royal Bank, Director's Minutes, op. cit., pp. 6-7^ 
21.5.1836^also 6arrow, op. cit., p.133,

Milne, op. cit., p. 26 ,

ibid, p.27.

Total paid up capital of the bank was
£200,000 .

Cullen^ Root and Branch, op. cit., p,25.

Jbid, pp. 50-51.

Deed of Settlement of the Royal Bank in A. I.B. Archives 
shows among those recognizable as quakers the following and 
their shareholdings. Richard Garratt (200), H. Perry 
(100), V. H. Harding (5), James Perry (100), John Perry 
(25), Samuel Greer (20), Joseph Beale (50) Thomas Pim 
(200), James Pim Junior (100), Thomas Hogg (10), Abraham 
grubb (100), Edward Alexander (50), Villiam H. Pim (20), 
Jonathan Pim Junior (20), Joseph Robinson Pim (300), Joshua 
M. Chaytor (50). Total 1350, James Pim Junior's partners 
whilst not quakers also had large shareholdings.
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Adylces and Rules agreed to by the Yearly Matbing of Friends 
in Ireland (2nd ed. Dublin^ 1 8 4 1 p.263,

. Letter of Edward Gatchell to the Dublin Monthly Meeting 
5.10.1853, (D.F.H.L.) MM II E. 6:Room 4 Shelf 1.

Royal Bank, Director s Minutes^ op. cit. , 29.4.1842.

] , 3002  ̂Mr. Walpole Q. 3098; 700 Shares taken
from Joseph Beale at par in payment of a debt that he owed 
to the bank. Q.3101: Thamas Bell, a director, a similar
case.

I'r'-f . Roys^ Bank, Director a Minujes 3.6.1842.

18̂ . See above f«tnote

iij'. Edgar Beale, Tke Earth Betwsen Tiieffl (Sydney^ 1975)^ pp. 16-26.

;ll. MM V.A. 9, 19.x.1842.

Garratt had £25,000 (25 x 100) of shares in the original 
subscription list of the Dublin & Kingstown (1831. House 
of Lord's Record Office, London). He had 200 shares 
(20,000) in the Royal Bank, 30 (£3,000) in the St. George 
Steam Packet Coirfĵ y, 9 in the city of Dublin Steam packet 
company, and an unknown amount in the Hibernian Gas Light 
Company.

JS’'.. Royal Bank^ Director s Minutes, op. cit., 3.vi,1842.

■ISS. Letter of RJ-6 to the Dublin Monthly Meeting^
(D.F.H.L. )̂ Post I F-10 1845.

Joseph R. Pim according to the original Deed of Settlement 
of the Royal Bank had 300 Shares. But his name does not 
appear among the Bank's shareholders in supplement to the 
Dublin Gazette 24.2.1846. p.197. His shareholding in the 
St. George Steam packet company amounted to 282 x £100
shares and 4 x £25 shares in 1842.

1̂' f Royal Bank^ Director Minutes, op. cit., 16. ii 1837.
OgT*').j'ĝ. r̂oc*f 2827 : Joseph Robinson's principled stand

noted, when he stated to an assembly of the shareholders of 
the Agricultural and Commercial Bank, 'Gentlemen, if a
fourth call is necessary in a Joint-stock bank it is not 
only the duty but the interest of the proprietors to pay 
it' .
Jv«. ,
^P.L. Cottrell, "fhe Steamship on the Mersey 1815-80: 
Investment and ownershipi^ in P.L. Cottrell and
D.H. Aldcroft^(ed.) Shipping. Trade and Cnmmerce (Leicester^ 
1981)^ p. 147,
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li-jQ. See f a r  e xam ple^D ub l in  S t o c k  Exchange L i s ^  f o r  1840.
)

I ' l l .  Royal Bank, D i r e c t o r  s  M inu te s ,  op. c i t . ,  5 . 3 . 1 8 4 0 -

t u -  T b id  4 . i v . l 8 4 1 .  ' . . . t h e y  ( t h e  b i l l  conmi i t t ee )  had come t o  
t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  no t  t o  reconunend an e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  
a d v a n c e s ,  bu t  t h a t  s e e i n g  t h e  g r e a t  i m p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  
company b e i n g  a b l e  t o  i n d u c e  any p a r t y  t o  t a k e  t h e  p l a c e  o f  
Mr. J o n a t h a n  Pirn, whose l a m e n te d  i l l n e s s  had i n c a p a c i t a t e d  
him f rom  c o n t i n u f i n g  t o  e n d o r s e  t h e  b i l l s  o f  t h e  
com pa ny , they  had, a f t e r  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  m e r i t s  o f  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  company, s u b j e c t  
t o  t h e  c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  b o a r d . . . . '

a )  t h a t  t h e  S t .  George company e x e c u t e  a m ortgage  o f  t h e i r  
s t e a m  s h i p s  Lee and v i c t o r y  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  ' p r e s e n t  
a d v a n ce '  o f  £ 1 8 ,000  'w h i c h  i s  t o  be k e p t  a f l o a t  by b i l l s  o f  
exchange  a s  h e r e t o f o r e  -  b u t  Bank t o  d i s p e n s e  w i t h  Mr. J .  
P i m ' s  name on b i l l s  and  t h a t  t h e y  be drawn a t  6 months t o  
£1 5 ,000 ,  and  a f t e r  t o  be r e d u c e d  by 20% a t  e a c h  renew al  o f  
B i l l s  u n t i l  t h e  sum b r o u g h t  down t o  £10 ,000 .

m or tgaged  s h i p s  t o  be k e p t  i n  p r o p e r  o r d e r

c.) a l o s t  s h i p  t o  be r e p l a c e d .

one s h i p  t o  be r e l e a s e d  on r e d u c t i o n  o f  d e b t  t o  
£ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,

Board t o  be l e g a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s h i p s  a l t h o u g h  
mor tgaged

. / J ' .  Royal Bank, D i r e c t o r s  M i i / ^ ^ s ^ o p .  c i t .  2 2 . x i i . 1 8 4 2 .

Ii ‘̂ .  Ibid.^29.  x i i ,  1 8 4 2 ,

■V'. Royal Bank, D i r e c t o r / ^  M in tue s ,  op. c i t . ,  2 9 . x i i . 1 8 4 2 .

/Vu. Ibid.  ^12. i .  1843.

'97'* See L e t t e r  s e n t  i n  r e p l y  t o  one from t h e  S t .  George S t .  
Pck t .  Co. f rom G.B. Crewdson (o f  W<v,kefield  and  Crewdson, 
b a n k e rs ) ,  Kendal  1 7 . v i i .  1843;  Afcnuscr ipt  i n  Kendal  P.R.O.
(Crewdson c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ) .  — ^

J .  Kennedy, l i ie  H i s t o r y  ul  Steam H a v i g a t i o n  ( L iv e r p o o l
1903) pp. 208-9 .  In  t h e  e v e n t  t h e  S t .  George Co. was wound 
up and  became t h e  Cork S t e a m s h ip  company. J o s e p h  
Malcomson, a W a te r f o r d  q u a k e r  became a l a r g e  s h a r e h o l d e r  i n  
t h e  r e s t r u c t u r e d  company, f o r  which s e e  Kennedy,  op. c i t .  , 
p. 214
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j(iy. J.R. Killick and V. A. thomas, ^Provincial Stock Exchanges 
1830-70*, in Ee.H. R. . 23. ̂ 2nd series{(i?^ ̂ 97.

'Yl- Daily lists of the Dublin Stock Exchange^1840. 

loo. Ibid.^1845.

2,0!. Freeman's Journal. 1849^ Dublin Stock Exchange Inquiry.

Zoi. Ibid.
Thom's Directory 1847. 

lof. MM II litth mo 1847.

Ibid.
Aoi, Thom's Directory 1847.

1. FrepTiL=in's Journal ̂ Dublin Stock Exchange Inquiry^6Mjv? 1849. 

-'c:?. fbid. 

ibid.
Ibid.

I'L Xbid.
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APE£mJL_l

Dear Friends, cousin John Dawson and I received several messages 

from your meeting on the occasion of our insolvency, to which we 

returned you the best answer in our power, and being willing to 

give you the fullest information of the cause of our insolvency, 

we sent you a copy of our answer to Richard Brewer's bill which 

he filed against us in the court of chancery, as also our 

affirmation, in which papers a minute and particular account is 

given of the whole affair; but inasmuch as you did not find a 

convenient opportunity to read those papers and did therefore 

desire some brief account from me respecting our affairs, 

especially in relation to an apprehension which many have 

enterained that our failure and consequences thereof had been 

owing to our carelessness in discharging the trust reposed in 

us. In order to remove this mistake and to give you as much 

satisfaction as can be contained in the narrow limits of a 

letter, I do herein send you a few observations faithfully 

representing the nature of the case.

It is well known that the business of a bank cannot be 

carried on by the principles of the bank alone, nor can such a 

complicated and extensive business be all transacted under the 

inspection of any one person, but a considerable part thereof 

must be entrusted to servants who if badly Inclined may take 

opportunities to practise frauds which no human foresight can 

prevent.
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Our cashier, Richard Brewer, had been employed in the 

station of a clerk in the bank for about ten years before 

he was entrusted with the cash, during which time for 

anything that appeared to me he behaved with diligence and 

fidelity, and for some years after he became cashier, he 

conducted himself to my satisfaction, and the affairs of 

the bank appeared in a prosperous state. But sometime 

before our failure it was discovered that he had robbed us 

which hath been since fully proved, and the cause of our 

failure is justly attributed thereto and is so expresed in 

the recital in the Act of parliament for the relief of our 

creditors.

(MM II A.10,17.viii.1756)



APPEHDIX II

From Dublin Monthly Meeting Unclassified Papers (Dungeon)

Letter of John Phelps, Junior to the Dublin Monthly Meeting 

12.iii.l821. 'Dear Friends, previous to your coming to a final 

decision upon my case I feel anxious to inform you that my 

silence has not arisen from my indifference with respect to my 

membership, nor, I trust from any degree of disinclination to 

condemn my conduct had it appeared to duty to do so, but

having (I believe impartially) examined that conduct under all 

the peculiar circumstances in which I was placed, though I may 

have erred in the views that I have of it, I have not been able 

to arrive at a conviction that it has been such as to warrant my 

speaking of it in terms of self-condemnation, I feel much 

difficulty in stating the views which have led me to this 

conclusion connected as I am and have been; it would appear to 

me in some degree indelicate if not improper to do so.

The losses sustained by the creditors of the House in which 

I was a partner I do most sincerely regret. It is my intention 

to reduce these should my future circumstances ever afford me 

the means of doing so. The injury that the character of the 

Society has suffered is subject of a deeper feeling because it 

is more irremediable, I lament that any circumstances in which I 

have been a party should have produced this effect. I feel that 

transactions however free from criminality in their origin may
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by unforseen results produce injurious consequences affecting 

the character of (particularly) a religious society as I fully 

believe such to have been the case in the present instance - if 

the meeting taking a different view of the case from what I have 

been able to do should judge it necessary to proceed to 

extremity I will endeavour to submit with resgination. As 

regards my general conduct as a member I am conscious I have in 

too many respects acted inconsistently but I trust I have not 

been insensible to the value of communion with the Religious 

Society in whose principles I have been educated and I hope that 

the impressions arising therefrom may remain though the bond 

which united me should be severed, I remain, your sincere 

friend, John Phelps, Junior (Capel St.,)
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cn.A.PTEE U.

P m i M  QUAKERS IS FINANCIAL AREAS

SECTION II

QUAKERS IN THE INSURANCE INDUSTRY

Information on the early history of insurance in Ireland is 

very sparse and yet, in a special way, its history can

illuminate aspects of Irish Quakerism. For most of the period 

before the nineteenth century, the connection of Irish Quakers 

with the industry was peripheral rather than seminal. But 

certain features of corporate practice besides being congenial 

to the development of insurance in its various forms were also 

implicit in quaker structures. This account is designed to 

illustrate firstly, the development of fire, life and marine 

insurance in relation to the occasional interventions of 

individual quakers in that area of business. Secondly, it is 

designed to show, how, by the nineteenth century, members of the 

quaker community were especially equipped to participate in the 

further development of the industry.
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ConmiQiily, in the seventeenth and early eighteenth 

centuries, the only system of relief for sufferers from fire had 

been through the ecclesiastical parish structure. One aspect of 

such relief was the ancient system of issuing fire-briefs. It 

is not clear at what period such a system was instituted in 

Ireland. It may well have been introduced on the basis of 

contemporary English practice. Collections for these were made 

on a wide basis of parishes, to assist those afft'LC;ted in 

another. ’ The system was open to abuse. Whilst quakers were 

prepared to contribute to fire-briefs and allied humanitarian 

purposes instituted through the parish, they were not willing to 

contribute to the repair of any damaged ecclesiastical property.

By their practical care of one another they often relieved 

the parish of one area of responsibility and thereby had time 

and resources left for those whom the parish neglected."^

In 1705, an Act <4.Anne C.14) was passed to rectify some of 

the abuses associated with the issue of fire-briefs. Whilst the 

act did not give recognition to quakers, it did enable fire- 

briefs to be served direct on the individual meetings of 

Friends. Briefs could be originated in either Ireland of 

England. Both Irish and English Friends contributed to these as 

far as they conscientiously could.'*. English Friends were 

sometimes required to contribute under the legislation to 

relieving those who had suffered by fires in Ireland®. Such a 

practice was well in line with quaker procedures. They often 

subscribed to help one another on a principle of mutual aid that
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had been tested when Friends subscribed to help their persecuted 

brethren in other countries besides their own. Although Friends 

were prepared to contribute, they themselves were often denied 

the benefit of a brief and so raised subscriptions among 

themselves to help the victims of fire.^' The practice of fire 

insurance as such, was however but little known. Such companies 

as did exist were English and had not extended their activities 

to Ireland.

The second variety of insurance, namely, life insurance was 

not practised on any scientific principles. It was sometimes 

merely an aspect of various forms of benefit society. It was 

often allied with the idea of lotteries and speculation. Hence 

it would have been unacceptable to Friends being both

speculative and implying a lack of trust in providence. It was 

a practice frequently associated with taverns and coffee

houses. ̂ Some concern emerged at the Dublin Men's Meeting in

1712,

'The matter of public offices of insurance in the nature of <i 

lottery has been spoke unto again in this meeting'...'The

meeting being informed that there is something afoot like a

lottery, and the nature of it being something opened, this

meeting unanimously conclude it not fit for any friend to be

concerned in it or put anything into the same, its therefore 

desired that all friends keep clear of it and caution their
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childrea and servants against being anyway concerned therein'. ®

Unbridled speculation resulting in the South Sea Bubble 

produced legislation to regularise company practice.’® In the 

so called 'Bubble Act', it institutionalised two already 

established insurance companies, namely the London Assurance 

Company and the Royal Exchange Assurance Company.’’ Whilst the 

'Bubble Act' did not effectively prevent the emergence of new 

companies, it meant that such companies would have to be

established under common law arrangements related to partnership 

practice, and would not guarantee them the type of protection 

which the two big corporations now had. The same two big 

companies now extended their operations to Ireland. The Royal 

Exchange appointed its first Dublin agent, Luke Gaven in 1722.’^ 

As far as discussion of life assurance goes, the London

Assurance company is known to have transacted a life policy in 

Ireland through its agent John Porter, in 1725. The policy,

incidently, was for a period of one year only, which was the

common practice at that early period.’^ Both companies 

transacted fire, life and marine insurance.

The third variety of insurance with which this account will 

deal is that of marine insurance. This was probably the most 

common form of insurance in Ireland and had perhaps the longest 

history. But it was more common for merchants to divide amongst 

themselvs the risks on cargoes, particularly where long
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distances were involved. The shipping of Ireland was in a

period of decline through much of the eighteenth century ’ but 

an increasing amount of traffic was carried by foreign ships, 

and frequently came to be insured through such cities as London, 

by the big insurers and importing merchants.

By 1750 a number of Irish companies had been set up to 

transact marine business and in this they did not appear to 

contravene the provisions of the Bubble Act, which apparently 

attempted to confine such insurance to the two big companies 

with special recognition as to the structures operated through 

the underwriters of Lloyds. Some direct trade was conducted 

between Dublin and the Mediterranean. A typical example of

costs occurs concerning silk imported from Leghorn in 1742 by 

the quaker merchant Robert Jaffray. The silk was valued at 

£403.2.6 at Leghorn. The insurance amounted to £71.2.4 or 

nearly 17.61% of the value of the silk and freight at £6.13.4 to 

nearly 1.48%.’^ As Professor Cullen remarks in connection with 

the question of contemporary marine insurance, freights were low 

and insurance costs high.’ '̂

Throughout the 1750's and 1760's Irish trade increased, 

particularly in the export of linens and bay yarn.’'̂ The Pirns 

had considerable dealings in the export of bay yarn to their 

fellow quakers, the Gurneys of Norwich.'® The Gurneys in line 

with the common practice of English merchants, accepted the 

responsibility of insurance for the goods they imported from
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Ireland. It can be seen that an Interest in the practice of 

marine insurance was anticipated in the mercantile activity of 

the Pirns and their commercial peers. We have no evidence that 

they had a direct connection with the first Irish companies that 

dealt in marine insurance. The assunption also is that such 

companies dealt in matters related to coastwise traffic and bulk 

goods’^

The year 1771 marks the emergence of a significant Irish 

Insurance company. This was the Hibernian Insurance Company, 

which aimed to undertake both marine and fire risks. Its

significance lies also in the recognition it gave to an 

increasing market for fire insurance in Ireland. In its 

advertising it aimed to educate the public to the use of it by 

advert to its more widespread existence in England. Its

capital stock was i&40,000.^’. But by 1779 the stock had been 

increased to £60,000 when among its 104 promoters appear the 

names of quakers such as John Dawson Coates, (Banker) William 

Penrose (Snr.) Joseph Pike, William Taylor, Joshua Clibborn, 

Richard Pike, James Forbes and Willcocks and John P h e l p s . T h e  

quickening awareness of the usefulness of insurance as well as 

an increasing availability of funds for profitable investment 

led to the setting up of a second company, specifically for fire 

insurance - the General Insurance Company - in the same year of 

1779.^^ This may have been a factor which encouraged the 

Hibernian to increase its capital, for the new company also, had 

a capital of £60,000.^^ It had also a number of country

-  309 -



subscribers, including the Cork quaker bankers Ebenezer and 

Samuel Pike, besides an agency structure set up in ten Irish 

towns and cities. The interest of quakers in these early

companies had probably grown out of their mercantile experience 

of insurance in relation to shipping and the bulk storage of 

goods such as grain, oil and wool. It related to a wish to 

obtain and develop at least some of the market hitherto 

dominated by the two English corporations and also from the wish 

to find a profitable and safe home for surplus capital. It 

would not necessarily be correct to assume too large an 

innovative role for quakers in this instance. The evidence does 

not exist. But their participation in such schemes shows that 

they were keenly alive to contemporary commercial need and 

wished to be involved. The same sturdy independence that had 

led a John Pim to challenge the monopolistic position of a 

Gurney over the import of bay yarn could also have motivated a 

healthy development of an Irish service industry.^®

Further recognition of the growing significance of fire 

insurance was given in 1786 by the imposition of a government 

stamp duty on all policies, at the rate of 1/ - per annum. 

Further companies also, had been established within a short time 

span; the Royal Exchange of Ireland in 1784, with a capital of 

£100,000 and the Dublin Insurance Company in 1782.^° John 

Phelps, linen merchant and Quaker was among the promoters of the 

Royal Exchange Company.^’ The Hibernian, the Dublin, and the 

General Insurance Companies all appeared together with a common
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tariff in Vilson's Directory for 1789. They also declared in

the same place that they acted under the authority of an Act of 

Parliament. The Act in question is not however specified.

The premiums of the three chief companies for the different 

classes of risk on fire and other policies were to remain very 

little changed over the next ten years.

Fire insurance was not the only form of insurance to

spread. The significance of life insurance was signalled in 

1786 when the government imposed a tax of 2/6 on all life 

policies^'* whilst the Hibernian entered the field of life 

Insurance in 1788.^^

Quaker meetings occasionally purchased annuities or were 

prepared to accept them as a security realisable in the future 

for loans to those in present need.^“= But increasingly the

function of caring for its own poor declined as the wealth of 

the members rose and they sought ways to protect the interests 

of their families and their capital against such contingencies 

as might arise. The very strictures of the Society on

improvidence encouraged care and thrift, and attitudes that 

could readily be directed to the setting up of annuity societies 

and to the support of insurance companies.

Such provident behaviour did not transgress the norms of 

the Society which encouraged care of the underprivileged, norms 

which were directed at greed and over-extension in trade. Such
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views on providence were carefully expressed in the writings of 

John Voolman, an American Quaker a man whose writings were 

certainly known and read by Irish Q u a k e r s . H i s  advice whilst 

carried to a more refined point of scrupulosity within a 

logically conceived pattern of Christian concern and 

conscientiousness remained typical of the best of quaker 

thought. Having suggested acceptable motives for the

accumulation of wealth he proceeds to qualify its use.

'When our will is subject to the will of God; and in
relation to the things of this world, we have nothing in view
but a comfortable living equally with the rest of our fellow 
creatures, then outward treasures are no further desirable than 
as we feel a gift in our minds equal to the trust, and strength 
to act as dutiful children in his service, who hath formed all 
mankind and appointed a subsistence for us in this world'.

'A desire of treasures on any other motive, appears to be 
against that command of our blessed Saviour, "Lay not up for
yourselves treasures on earth" (Matt.vi 19) 'He forbids not
laying up in the summer against the wants of winter; nor doth He 
teach us to be slothful in that which properly relates to our 
being in this world; but in this prohibition He puts in 
YOURSELVES: "Lay not up for YOURSELVES treasures here on
earth"®®

In line with the development of life Insurance we may 

assume that the attitudes implied in the above extract 

encouraged the formation of annuity societies. Such societies 

had proliferated in England in the 1770's and 1780's . S u c h  a 

form of organisation may be assumed to have been congenial to 

quakers. It is evident that the practice of such societies had 

considerably changed. They had become better regulated. The 

viewpoints of quakers also had matured to the degree that they
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could distinguish them from lottery systems. Such societies 

amounted to joint-stock companies. However, their purposes were 

not to make profit per se but to take care of the widows and the 

needy in the event of death. Such purposes were seen by some 

quakers as in line with their views of care and providence for 

one's kith and kin, The establishment of such societies implied 

a high degree of financial expertise and maturity as well as 

surplus capital for their establishment, Annuity societies 

provided a form of proto-insurance on a mutual as distinct from 

a proprietary principle. An example of an annuity society in 

which quakers were known to be largely active as members and 

promoters is that of the Clonmel Annuity S o c i e t y . T h e  

society was set up in 1785 and was apparently so successful that 

it was to be followed by the Second Clonmel Annuity Society in 

1810.“*’ One quaker active in the first Clonmel society was 

Sarah Grubb, a sister of Joseph and Joshua Pim of Dublin. Both 

brothers were involved in the promotion of insurance companies 

and handled some of its investments at the Dublin end.*^’ Sarah 

Grubb had her mill and house insured with the Royal Exchange of 

L o n d o n , S u c h  connections indicate the familiarity with 

insurance practice and procedures that existed already by 1790, 

in at least one section of the population.

That the pace of fire insurance continued to increase may 

be assumed on the basis of further floatations of provincial 

insurance companies. The amount of property insured in Ireland 

in 1793 was perhaps in the region of £3,730,000.'*^ In 1799 the
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Commercial Insurance company of Dublin was set up to transact 

Fire, Marine and life insurance. It had a capital of £100,000 

and among its proprietors was Joshua Pim. In 1800 the Sun

(Dublin) was set up in an obvious attempt to exploit the good 

name of a similarly named and much more heavily capitalised firm 

operating in England.'*® 1800 also witnessed the last appearance 

of the Irish Insurance Company, 'for insuring ships, merchandise 

and lives, and also for insuring houses etc. against fire.' 

Again the name of Joshua Pim appears among its p r o m o t e r s . B y  

1803 the R.E.A. of London had three agents operating in 

Ireland'*'^ and the market had become big enough for the Sun 

office of England to appoint nine agents in 1 8 1 1 . By 1810 the 

overall amount of property insured against loss by fire in 

Ireland amounted to £44,816,000, a dramatic height which was not 

to be achieved again until the 1860's,‘‘̂  a factor certainly 

contributed to by the increase in the stamp duty on fire 

policies to 2/6.

In the case of Life and Marine insurance for the first 

twenty years of the nineteenth century we are hampered by a 

distinct absence of statistical material. Life insurance can be 

assumed to have increased on the basis of the number of offices 

prepared to undertake it. The assumption that there was a 

growth in the practice of marine insurance can be based on the 

known fact that districts outside of London were increasingly 

undertaking marine insurance consequent on the increased trade 

and its value as a result of the Napoleonic wars. As already
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mentioned a number of Irish companies were willing to undertake 

marine insuance. The marine trade was hampered by legislation 

related to the Bubble Act which confined marine insurance to the 

two London Companies, the Royal Exchange and the London

Assurance^’ and to the operations of the Lloyds underwriters,

The legislation does not seem to have precluded the 

establishment of Irish Companies to deal with the making of 

marine insurance and in 1812 the Irish Marine Insurance Company 

was set up. Among its promoters were the quakers Edward 

Clibborn, Thomas Pim and William Robinson, The capital of the 

company was £100,000 divided into 200 shares of £500 each, John 

Pim, a brother of Joshua had long operated brokerage and other 

services from London, He handled, for example, the Insurances 

of the quaker Bells of Belfast who exported linens to America 

and the West Indies, Not all quakers, however approved of

marine insurance and Joseph Grubb, also an exile in London, 

writing to his brother in Clonmel explains his conscientious

refusal to insure. He also had brokerage dealings with the firm 

of John Pim.

Fire insurance figures showed that the amount of property 

insured in 1815 had declined by 43.6% since 1810.®^® But there 

were no signs of any further new companies being established by 

Irishmen with Irish capital to encourage the habit of fire 

insurance. Nevertheless several English companies, mainly newly 

established were anxious to set up agencies in Ireland and in 

competition with the older and more staid English corporations
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which enjoyed old connections and big profits from the Irish 

market, and with the well established native institutions such 

as the Hibernian and the Commercial.

Quakers were popular choices for insurance agencies, just 

as were lawyers. Apart from the air of 'probity' that was 

assumed to attach to them their wide business contacts were 

likely to encourage business and add to the 'respectable' image 

of the company that they represented. Several examples of 

quakers acting as insurance agents will be noted in this 

account vn Imperial Fire and the Imperial Life agencies in

Dublin. The Imperial, an English Company, had only been 

established in 1803. It was, highly capitalised, and displayed 

all the dynamism associated with a new company. James Pim and 

his son James Pim Junior took over the two Dublin agencies for 

the company in 1821.'^^' At that period the Life and Fire aspects 

of the company were kept distinct.--^ Pim seniors business 

involved brewing and grain related business while his son had 

just got married and entered into the relatively new profession 

of stock broker.^® They were required to provide fidelity bonds 

as a basis for undertaking the Imperial's agency. A figure

for these is not known but when the form of the agency was 

changed in 1830 James Pim Junior proposed his father and his 

cousin James Haughton, merchant and quaker to be his securities. 

The figure was probably in the region of £2,000 each.*^*^ Not 

alone that but under legislation of 1815 insurance agents were 

obliged to pay bonds in terms of the amounts of business which
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they were expected to deal in, before they might receive a 

licence to operate at all.*^’ It can be seen that to enter the 

field supposed a high degree of capital and proven commercial 

success.

The advantages of an agency were numerous. It served as a 

valuable adjunct to a business. It provided a customer serice 

and access to extra income, The agent would receive 10% for 

a new policy and 5% for renewals. He would receive a rebate of 

57, from the government for the collections of duty which had to 

be remitted quarterly.*^* He would beeidee have the uee of the 

monies he collected between times. Other quaker connections 

held Imperial agencies throughout Ireland with the Dublin 

office acting as head office. Joseph Fisher represented the 

company in Limerick, where Fisher's brother and father acted as 

security for the position, In Cork the quakers John and Joseph 

Doyle were elected by the Directors of the Company to act as 

agents. Their brothers William and James of Dublin stood

security. It has not been possible to identify any specific

quaker influence as such at the London head office, or such an 

influence as would account for this. It is possible that one 

of the Pims was respected highly enough by head office for his 

recommendations to be accepted as reliable in relation to the 

election of Irish Agents.
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However t h e r e  were o t h e r  a r e a s  i n  which some q u a k e r s  were 

a b l e  t o  use  t h e i r  e x p e r t i s e  and c a p i t a l ,  no t  m ere ly  i n  agency  

b u s i n e s s ,  b u t  a l s o  i n  t h e  r e a l m  o f  c r e a t i v e  e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p .  

One of  t h e  f i r s t  companies  t o  be s e t  up i n  t h e  f l u r r y  o f  t h e  so  

c a l l e d  j o i n t  s t o c k  mania was t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n s u r a n c e  Company of  

I r e l a n d  i n  1 822 .^ ^  Samuel Bewley seems t o  have t a k e n  a l e a d i n g

r o l e  i n  t h i s .  He was appoijited one o f  t h e  f i r s t  t r e a s u r e r s  i n

t h e  y e a r l y  a p p o in tm e n t  t o  s u r v e y  t h e  company books.  The

company was s e t  up t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  t h r e e  a r e a s  o f  m ar ine ,  f i r e  

and  l i f e  i n s u r a n c e .  I t s  c a p i t a l  was one m i l l i o n  pounds d i v i d e d  

i n t o  £250 s h a r e s  w i th  a l i m i t a t i o n  of  t e n  s h a r e s  t o  e a ch  

s u b s c r i b e r . D i f f e r e n t  b r a n c h e s  of  t h e  Pim f a m i l y  unde r  t h a t

name s p e c i f i c a l l y  had be tw een  them 68 s h a r e s  t o  a t o t a l  nominal  

v a lu e  of  £ 1 , 7 0 0 0 .  J o s e p h  Pim o f  U s h e r ' s  I s l a n d  h e l d  t e n  o f  

t h e s e .  James Pim and h i s  son  James Pim J u n i o r  h e l d  be tween  

them 18 share s .^ '®  Numerous o t h e r  q u a k e r s  had s h a r e h o l d i n g s  i n  

t h e  company, b u t  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  Pim f a m i l y  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  

o f  t h e  company may be assumed t o  be d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  t o  t h e

a c t u a l  amounts  of  c a p i t a l  which t h e y  c o n t r o l l e d .  T h e i r

i n f l u e n c e  may p e r h a p s  be d e t e c t e d  i n  t h e  a p p o in t m e n t  o f  t h e  

q u a k e r  R o b e r t  J a c o b  o f  V a t e r f o r d  a s  t h e  l o c a l  company a g e n t  i n  

t h a t  c i t y , ^ ^  o r  i n  t h e  a p p o in t m e n t  o f  J .  T o d hun te r  who 

s u c c e e d e d  t o  t h e  p o s t  o f  s e c r e t a r y  a f t e r  W i l l i a m  L. D a r l i n g .

I t  migh t  be assumed p e r h a p s  a l s o  i n  t h e  a p p o in t m e n t  of  t h e  

Quaker  f i r m  Bentham and G a r d i n e r  t o  p r i n t  t h e  c om pa ny 's  l i s t  o f
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subscribers and annual rent.''' Its committee of directors in 

1824 included Thomas Pirn and John Todhunter^^ the first of whom 

was a nerchant dealing in the import of cotton wool and 

manchester goods and with manufacturing interests, and the 

second an importer of timber and exporter of grain. The other 

directors also represented similar ranges of mercantile 

interests. Among them were Benjamin Guinness whose family Co 'j5;

with the establishment of the Hibernian. The Company 

was set up by Deed of Settlement but did not seek the right to 

sue or be sued through a public officer until much later when 

it obtained a Royal Charter. It claimed a patriotic purpose 

to encourage the maintenance of Irish wealth at home;

'This company, founded under the fostering patronage of an 

Irish public, with the view of retaining at home, a 

portion of the vast sums which have been annually remitted 

by branches of companies unnconnected with the country, 

numbers amongst its proprietors above one thousand 

residents in Ireland and puts forward no ordinary claims 

to protection and support as an establishment closely 

Identified with the best interests of this country, and 

calculated to assist in turning to a fertilising source of 

commercial wealth, what has hitherto been a drain on our 

national resources'.

In the absence of records it is hard to present much 

further information about the progress of the Company. But
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graphs derived frcDm the stamp duty returns for the four 

quarters of each year give some idea of t h i s . I t  is 

noteworthy that the company remained the only Irish Company 

undertaking marine insurance as late as the forties. Its

profit from premiums in the fire department has been noted as 

amounting to £18,125 in the year 1824.

The fire-insurance market showed an increase of 81.39% in

the years 1822-24 which covers part of the period of the joint

stock mania. Other companies established during the period

included the Royal Irish, the Shami'ock, and the Irish Alliance 

and also the Saint Patrick's with the largest capitalisation at 

two million pounds.^® All chose names of patriotic

significance. In a highly competitive environment the

surviving older companies were forced to advertise to a bigger 

extent and also, as in the case of the Hibernian, to increase 

capital (which in the Hibernian's case was raised to 

£ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 ) besides lowering the rate of premiums and making 

claims to reliability founded on their proven track record and 

honourable h i s t o r y . J a m e s  Pim Junior was forced in 1822 to 

write to the head office of the Imperial requesting permission 

to lower the premiums f o r ' ^ ^ ' * « J t o  1/6. The permission was

not granted. Pim later sought reduced premiums for a number of

his quaker brethren but was refused.®'

There were according to Stamp;. Office returns for offices 

paying fire duties in Dublin. 30 offices in operation between
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1823 and 1827. Of these, ten companies were Irish. Among 

them was the Patriotic Insurance company. This like the 

National was set up with a significant capital and directorial 

input from quakers. The quakers in question seem to have been 

a somewhat younger group than those who established the 

National but many of them had shareholdings in the two 

companies. The Patriotic was set up with an initial capital of 

one million pounds, but when the directors saw how quickly the 

company shares were bought up they recommended that the capital 

be increased to one and a half million, noting that two other 

companies in Dublin had also had to increase their capitals. 

They felt therefore that there must be good arguments for doing 

the same! Proprietors were entitled to hold up to 25 shares at 

£100 each. 14,844 shares were held by Dublin residents, a 

smaller proportion of 3,499 by country residents and a smaller 

proportion again, 1920 shares, by 'professional' men. The 

company was particularly anxious to encourage these, since they 

could bring with them a wider and well capitalised section of 

the community to insure with the company.®^ Not only that, but 

under powers of attorney awarded to enable members to make the 

necessary legal arrangements for registering shares, it seems 

that James Pim, senior and junior, Joseph R. Pim, Jonathan Pim 

and Joseph Todhunter came to be responsible for registering 

£91,200 or 6.08% of the company's capital. Joseph R. Pim who 

with his brothers Thomas and Jonathan held in total 75 shares 

had registered shares for some of the Malcomsons of Waterford
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and Clonmel. Their cousin James and his son James Junior had 

between them 50 shares.

All subscribers to the Patriotic were obliged to give 5/- 

per share towards a special outfit account to enable the 

company to get going. Out of this special account the company 

spent the large amount of J&328.19.10 on advertising, a figure 

nearly as big as the aggregate of wages and the costs of 

candles and coals. The costs of Lloyds and 'other insurance 

books' amounted to £33.19.10, the messenger's livery to 

£12.11.2^6 and the initial order for fire marks to £54.3.4 

whilst the quaker firm of Bentham and Gardiner had benefited 

from producing stationary to a total cost of £77.18.2%. Nor 

was this all. A stone cutter had been employed to put a new 

front on the company building and a plasterer to do the

necessary work within. The cost of an Act of Parliament for

the legal right to sue or be sued through a public officer had

cost £200. S'"

Joseph R. Pim played a crucial role in all these 

activities. He was elected a director on the basis of the 

original committee. By a majority ballot he received 548 

votes, which put him in the fourth rank according to votes 

cast.*^^ But he was the effective officer who signed the

necessary documents for the purchase of the Company office at 

College Green, and it was to him that his father-in-law John 

Lecky of Cork, wrote to recommend a young man whom he knew.
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Lecky had also heard that another Cork merchant was seeking the 

agency. On further consideration, in view of the uncertainty 

of business in Cork at the time, he felt that he would himself 

be interested in becoming an agent. A secure opening might 

then occur for his son Robert. John Lecky obtained the 

agency.

The Deed of Settlement of the Company provided for two 

half yearly meetings of the p r o p r i e t o r s . T h e  committee of 

directors had wasted no time and the first General Assembly had 

been called on the 2.ix.l824. The Directors were able to 

announce that they had issued 326 fire policies to a total 

insured value of £588,942 on which premiums of £659.8.1^6 had 

been paid. With a number of losses paid the company was left 

with a balance of value of J&523.3.9V4. Sixty life policies with 

a total value of £492,650 or an average value of £708.15 had 

been issued and on which the first annual premiums had been 

paid to the value of £1313.11.2. As for marine policies 654 

had been issued to a total value of £492,650 and which after 

various incidental expenses and losses had been paid left a 

balance of £5517.7.11 in favour of the company.®'^

A secretary, clerks and inspector of shipping were 

employed as were a messenger and female servant. The way in 

which a clerk might have got his job is suggested in a letter 

from Jonathan Pim Junior to Richard D. Vebb concerning an old 

school friend,
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' I have been speaking to my father and my uncle Jonathan 

about O'Neill. They think he could get a situation in 

soziic! of the insurance companies if he would accept of it. 

No knowledge wanted only to write a decent legible hand, 

the best possible, the better. A good character I 

believe. Security is not absolutely necessary or at least 

It need only be nominal. In his present condition he is 

fit for no other mercantile occupation that I know of.̂ '̂

The half-yearly general assembly of 3.iii.l825 felt able 

to recommend a dividend of 3)4% to the shareholders. It was 

emphasized that this would come out of the invested capital of 

the company and not out of the profits of the business.'^’ It 

had been decided by the directors to maintain separate accounts 

for the premiums in the marine and fire branches of insurance 

operated by the company. Against these the losses incurred 

would be charged. The account for each year was to be kept 

open until the following year when the ‘risks will be 

concluded' . The balance was to be carried to the profit and 

loss account and 'a portion of the profits applied to form a 

reserved fund for future losses' and 'the remainder then safely 

applied to increase the dividend to the proprietors without 

fear of making dividends on the account of profits not 

realised'. The caution and sophistication of these

recommendations anticipates later general practice in the 

industry. But the Directors were anxious to be even more

careful about life policies until they could work out, 'a safe

-  324 -



principle to ascertain that portion that may be taken out as 

profit'

A parliamentary return, 'An account of the gross sums paid 

for sea policies for the years ending 5.1.1825 and 1826''̂ ® 

shows an increase of 47.53% over a similar return including the 

year 1 8 2 3 . It is not clear exactly how the sums were 

determined but the stamp duties referred to imply a significant 

increase in the marine as in the fire market. The Patriotic as 

already indicated was interested in the marine market. At the 

General Assembly of 2.ix.l824 it was reported that marines had 

been commenced on the 5,iv.l824 and that 654 policies had been 

issued for £492,650 with premiums of £5,001 received not 

Including the discount allowed presumably to shareholders who 

insured with the company.'®^ Between 24.viii.1824 and

19.ii.1825 the company stated that it had issued 1562 marines

worth insured value, £1,096,711 with premiums of £11347 paid.'^° 

The total market for specifically Irish companies in the year 

1825 (year ended 5.1.1826) was worth in terms of stamp duty, 

£10,060. Of that market the Patriotic paid £2,573, or 25.57% 

in duty on sea policies, while the National paid a proportion

of duty amounting to 12.31%.-'’'̂ It has not proved possible to

ascertain proportions grossed by English Companies as far as 

the set of returns go on which this account has been based. 

But in a second set of figures issued by the government in 1828 

and retrospective to, 1823 proportions paid by each English and 

Irish Company are l i s t e d . T h e  set of figures in question
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does not agree with the earlier series. But the year 1824 

(year end 5.1.1825) shows 27 companies as operating in Ireland 

of which 15 were English. Of a total payment of duty of 

£28,756 the Patriotic had 6.56% of the market and the National 

14.40%. The Irish proportion of the total returns of duty 

amounted to 55.25%.’° ’ The competitive atmosphere was forcing 

premiums down to unprofitable levels. Joseph R. Pim had hoped 

for a big market in the marine business, and related this to 

the increase in steam tonnage and the resultant speed with 

which goods could be dispatched and delivered. He had made a 

special arrangement between the Patriotic and the St. George 

Steam Packet Company in which he and his brothers were such 

notable proprietors, to insure goods carried on his vessels. 

As an advertisement put it, 'The expedition of the conveyance 

will be such as in most cases, to precede the advices of 

shipments, and thereby to present the owners or consignees from 

effecting insurance; to remedy this, the Patriotic Assurance 

Company of Ireland has authorised its agent to open policies 

for any sum on goods, as interest may appear, to be shipped on 

there packets at any time, whereby every parcel of goods will 

be covered effectually from the instant of shipping, until the 

amount of the different shipments come to that of the sum in 

the policy, the shipper notifying at the respective time of 

shipping, to the agents of the packets the value of the goods 

going on board.
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Nevertheless the profit was still not proving adequate and 

it was decided to extend the business to England. As it was 

explained to the General assembly of 3.iii.l825, 'Until last 

session of Parliament it was not legal for any company except 

the Royal Exchange and London Assurance Companies to effect 

marine Insurances in England', They continued,’

'A new field for this branch of your business was thus 

opened and your directors are enabled to appoint agents 

for taking marine risks on behalf of the company in London 

and Liverpool. The Liverpool agency has been a few weeks 

in operation and already promises the most favourable 

results. A better class of risks and generally speaking 

better premiums are to be obtained in London and Liverpool 

than here. In adopting these measures the Directors have 

had specially in view a principle well ascertained that 

underwriting only becomes profitable when carried on to an 

extent sufficient to embrace the full range of the chances 

in favour of the insurance.’®^

The Directors requested permission to dispose of 758 

unappropriated shares among Liverpool residents and to transfer 

3,000 shares to an English transfer book. This was agreed. It 

was hoped that such English shareholders as were obtained would 

be in a position to obtain business for the company.’®'’ The 

Saint Patrick's Insurance company also made a move into the 

English market.
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The year 1825 involved a number of important decisions for 

the Patriotic. The first (I.ix.l825) involved the Directors,

'In consequence of the very great increase of the 

Company's business and the additional sacrifice of time 

required on the part of the Directors to get through it 

they have thought it right to submit to the candid 

consideration of the proprietors the expediency of 

increasing the Director's fees to one guinea per day

instead of a guinea per day fixed by the thirty fourth

section of the Company's Deed. It will be recollected

that the present rate was fixed upon the scale of the old 

Insurance Companies whose business never equalled the one 

twentieth part of the business now transacted by this

Company' ’

The second involved obtaining permission to seek ways for 

more profitable investment of surplus sums they might have, but 

without interfering with the investment of capital stock in the 

public Funds. It was being found that the public funds were 

not yielding a high enough rate of i n t e r e s t . T h e  Third 

decision was made on the 13.xii.l825. This involved 

redistribution of resources to permit the assimilation of the 

Irish and English Currencies. This was achieved by the 

reallocation of funds from the marine department and also the 

readjustment of the value of the proprietor's shares. '*̂ ®
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In spite of the competitive aspects of the insurance 

business a degree of co-operation existed. This was apparent 

in an agreenent to establish a joint tariff, for fire

policies. It also appeared in representations to the Dublin

Chamber of Commerce to forward a Petition to Parliament to 

request the reduction in fire d u t i e s . T h e  Patriotic itself 

prepared a petition to the same purpose in 30.xii.1826.’’° 

Occasionally a joint prosecution might be organised in a case 

of malicious damage or other malfeaseance. This might occur 

where two companies shared a risk that would be too big for any 

one of them. Such a prosecution was agreed on between the 

Royal Irish and the Patriotic on the 5. i. 1827, as a result of 

'wilful damage' caused to a premises at 34, Sackville Street on 

the 24.xii.1826.’’’ A later case of malicious damage to a

cotton mill was to lead to both the Imperial and the Patriotic 

refusing to insure cotton mills any more.’’^

The move into the English marine market by the Patriotic 

was not to prove worthwhile, or at least not so successful as

had been anticipated. The report to the General Assembly on

7.ix.l826 showed that premiums of £72,891 had been received in 

the marine department representing 6,654 policies to an insured 

value of £4,983,126. But losses had amounted to £27, 891

leaving a balance in favour of the company of £36,825. A 

'disastrous winter' was blamed for the large amount of 

losses.’’^ But there was evidently a degree of unease among 

the proprietors as emerged at an 'extraordinary' meeting called
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by requisition on the 11.i.1827.’’“ Attempts to develop the 

marine market may also have been expressed in a move made by 

Joseph R. Pim, the quaker, to put the Cork Agency on the same 

footing with that of Liverpool.’’® The suggestion made at the 

'extraordinary' meeting that insurance through English agents 

should cease was rejected’’ but the General Assembly on the 

6.1.1827 was informed that the Liverpool Agency had been 

relinquished’’̂  followed by yet another special meeting on the 

13th of the same month when the Report of a sub-committee was 

produced with recommendations as to how the Company might be 

put on a better footing, The Report included a three year 

retrospective view of the Company's progress. All Irish 

departments had shown a gain, the marines at £4^63, the Fire 

Department at £3,617 and the Life Department at £4,584 with a 

total profit value of three years business at £12,765.5.10. 

The English Marine business, however, had led to a loss of 

£8,911 and the annual expenses of head office amounted to 

£2,850 including 'fees of directors, officers, clerks and 

contingencies'. It was decided that the English business 

should be finally abandoned and the expenses of the 'home 

establishment' reduced by £1,000. The Directors also agreed to 

reduce their fees to the original sum of which they had been in 

receipt.’’®

But one year later, anxiety had clearly not been allayed, 

even though the auditors noted the total amount of £77,113 in 

addition to other stocks and funds as available to clear all
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contingencies, such as English and Irish Marine risks and those 

for life and fire.’’  ̂ Clearly some of the shareholders had 

lost their nerve. The Company might still have been closed. 

Indeed the matter was so certainly in view that James Pim 

junior wrote to the head office of the Imperial to ask if they 

might be willing to accept the outstanding fire risks of the 

Patriotic.’'''̂ In the event the company continued in business 

and whilst the option was left to the directors to resume the 

marine business such a resumption did not occur. When the 

consideration was again raised and rejected at the General 

Assembly of 4.iii.l830 losses were still being paid out on 

marine policies from several years b e f o r e . A n o t h e r  factor 

also in the general decline of the Irish marine business was 

that of the self-insurance of steam ship companies.’'̂ ’ But the 

Hational continued to insure for marine risks at least as late 

as 1847 when its only other competitor was the R.E.A. of 

London. ’

By 1831 the Patriotic and the National had fully proved 

themselves as effective companies with the power to survive 

having to overcome both internal and external difficulties. In 

the course of this evolution the Patriotic had absorbed the 

fire risks of the Phoenix Company'(which itself had absorbed 

the General Insurance Company) and had also undertaken some of 

the fire risks of the Marine C o m p a n y ' a n d  some of the Life 

risks of the Royal Irish Company. ' The National itself had 

absorbed the Irish Alliance.' The market situation in 1835
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shows all other companies except for the Hibernian, the British 

Irish, the Patriotic, and the National as having gone to the 

wall.’̂ ^ Fire insurance registered increases in the value of 

insured property in the order of 69.08% overall between the 

years 1825 and 1835,’̂ ® But the two chief Irish Companies, the 

Patriotic and the National secured together 18.90% of the total 

market in 1835 while British companies continued to set up 

agencies in Dublin and secure increasing proportions of it.’̂ ^ 

Although the National obtained a 81.50% increase in the same 

period of ten y e a r s , i t s  share of the market for fire 

insurance was only 12.37% in 1835 compared’"̂’ with a proportion 

of the insured property amounting to 10.47% in 1825.’^^ The 

performance of the Patriotic was similar but registered a'^^ 

decline in the amount of property insured in that period. They 

only insured 6.53% of the market compared with 10.06% in 

1825."^'^ But the situation was to improve for them from 1838 

on.’̂ *̂  Meanwhile large segments of the insurance market 

continued to be taken by the Sun of London and the Royal 

Exchange Assurance of the same city.’^̂'

The Life market remained small but can be assumed to have 

been in a growth situation. It is not easy to quantify the 

growth. While Irish policies had to pay stamp duty, there were 

no distinct stamps for them’̂ ^ and this was one of the reasons 

why there were few statistics. The only available set of 

statistics occurs in the years 1836 to 1838. These indicate 

that the National had a proportion of 3.45% and the Patriotic
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1.76% of the Life market in the year 1 8 3 6 . Whereas in 1830 

there had been 10 offices undertaking fire and life insurance 

and 5 undertaking life insurance exclusively, by 1837 out of 

thirty offices, (four of which were Irish) 19 undertook both 

fire and life risks and eleven, life risks only,’®® as far as 

can be ascertained, An area which had at first been approached 

with diffidence by the Patriotic was now handled with 

increasing expertise and confidence. The approach is reflected 

in their advertisement in Vllson's Directory for Dublin 1830. 

The connection is made between thrift and prudence, 'The vast 

utility and, in many cases, the absolute necessity of Life 

Insurance, are every day becoming more obvious and its various 

bearings better understood. ' The conditions and rates are 

outlined as competitive, 'with those of any other in the 

Empire' and the persons assured with the company are promised, 

'rateably to their policies, at the end of every seven years, a 

sum equal to one-half the profits of the company in the Life 

branch, after deducting therefrom such a sum per annum for the 

guarantee of the capital as the directors may think 

reasonable'. Other benefits include a 'liberal commission' to 

professional men and the right to travel anywhere in Europe 

without being obliged to pay additional premiums. ’ Such

proferred benefits were all becoming essential parts of any 

contemporary life office. The system offered by 'mixed' 

offices, those which offered both bonuses to those insured and 

dividends to proprietors helped to reduce the profits of such 

traditional companies as the Royal Exchange Assurance Company,
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which derived a big proportion of its premium income from 

Ireland.’

The bonus sytem besides, made life assurance a new means 

of investment. The possibility was obviously keenly

appreciated by quakers. As early as 1821, James Pim senior had 

his life insured with the Imperial for £2,000. And in 1832, 

Joseph R. Pim was insured for £2,000 with the same firm, whilst 

in 1834 James Pim Junior added a further £1,000 to the £923 for 

which he was already insured and Joshua Fayle added a similar 

sum to an initial, insurance of £785.''*'^

SECIIOM -__183D- 50

The middle years of the thirties saw the arrival of

companies organised under the terms of the Friendly Society 

Acts’"*̂  which also controlled the operation of Savings Banks. 

One of these is of particular concern to this account. It

related particularly to Irish Friends, and to the wider quaker 

community in England, Scotland and Vales. The Friend's 

Provident Institute was set up in 1832 in England, 'to provide 

the security of life assurance for members of the Society of 

F r i e n d s ' N o t  being organised for the primary purpose of 

profit it aimed at the periodic redistribution of profits to 

the insured membership. Some Friends continued to express

scruples about the use of Life Assurance. But the promoters
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were able to allay such fears. The Institution was unique in 

having a series of mortality tables designed for its own use 

and which were based specifically on demographic data provided 

by quaker meetings throughout Vales and E n g l a n d . I t s  agents 

were appointed in consultation with the clerks of the various 

monthly meetings, but this did not represent any official 

approval or blessing for the s c h e m e . I t  was simply a 

practical arrangement. The Irish Agency was one of the 

earliest to be set up. By 1847 there were eight Irish agents. 

John Vebb was probably the original agent for Dublin, where its 

first claims book was opened in 1834.’ '̂̂  The names of members 

of the Pim family are noticeably absent from among those 

Friends who insured with the institute. This could be partly 

attributed to their own proprietary connections with insurance 

companies, partly that they were already adequately insured 

with other companies and partly that they could find no 

practical need to support such an institution no matter how 

favourable they might be to its benevolent purposes.

The majority of the Irish Friends who insured with the 

Institute were unlikely to have been in possession of such 

large capital resources as the members of the Pim family but 

most were affluent enough to be in a position to have surpluses 

suitable for payment into such a company. Most of those 

insured with the Institute opted for insurances in the Tenth 

Class, defined as whole life policies.’'*® Very few of the 

other options on offer were taken up at all. The period 1834
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to 1847 shows a total of 21 policies taken out in the area of 

the Dublin Agency. Of these 10 were to a value of £1,000, The 

total value amounted to £18,000 representing an average per 

head of £ 8 6 6 . The 'British' average for Friends taking out 

wholelife policies was £688.’“'° Irish policies therefore were 

to much higher average values which is in line with a pattern 

revealed in another context. The experience of the R.E.A. also 

showed that the Irish average for life policies tended to be 

higher than the British provindel average.’'̂’ The period from 

1850 on showed an increasing acceptance of the practice of 

insurance among Dublin Friends, reflecting an increasing 

acceptance of the practice as a necessary adjunct to thrift and 

care for one's family.

Another and similar institution was set up in Britain in 

1840 to serve a specialist market with philanthropic overtones. 

This was the United Kingdom Temperance Provident. ’ Like the 

Friends Provident Institute its ramifications included Irish 

Friends. Its chief significance, besides being registered 

under Friendly Society legislation’-'’was in relation to 

Ireland's known position in the development of the teetotal 

momement. The movement had been under the inspired leadership 

of Father Mathew and the stimulus of his quaker friends. 

Villiam Martin of Cork who had originally encouraged him to 

undertake the promotion of the campaign for teetotalism’ was 

one of the agents for the Temperance Provident.’®̂ - Richard 

Allen another quaker with a commitment to the ideals of
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philanthropy, and also a friend of Father Mathew’ was one of 

the 'country directors'.’*̂® An advertisement explains the 

advantages which the company offers. It claims advantages 

derived from its registration under the Friendly Acts. It sees 

disadvantages in contemporary proprietary companies with their 

systems of bonuses and reduced premiums.

'The object of this Association is to afford to persons 

who entirely abstain from intoxicating beverages, the 

beneifts of their temperance and industry, more fully than 

is practicable in societies composed of all classes 

indiscriminately'

That such an Association should be established will 

occasion no surprise since it will be generally admitted 

that the habitual use of intoxicating liqours materially 

shortens the natural life of man. To what extent this 

takes place; it will be the object of this association to 

prove; and while it will secure to its members the 

benefits of mutual assurance, it will also prove a 

powerful aid to the cause ofagreat source of individual 

and national prosperity'.

' It has been considered, that the practice adopted by all 

the mutual assurance societies hitherto established, of 

charging high premiums in order to return them in this 

shape of a bonus, entirely an inconvenient and unneccesary
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tax upon assurers; the premiums of this Association bave, 

therefore, been computed to afford perfect security, and 

at the same time, the immediate advantage of low

r a t e s ' T h e  Association will be conducted with regards 

to the interests of the members, who are the sole

proprietary and will share the the whole of the 

pfQlits’ ■

However, the profitable position of such philanthropically 

based schemes was continually under attack by proprietary

companies which did not possess the advantages secured by 

Friendly Society Legislation. ’ By 1843 legislation was being 

promoted to establish their exact function and remove some of 

the legislative benefits that had been ensured to them. Their 

activities were therefore to some degree, controlled by their 

being obliged to register in the same way as joint-stock

companies. So, whilst they were permitted to function in terms 

of their original frames of reference they were made more 

amenable to the tax structures that governed other and 

commercial companies.’̂ '

The life market continued to increase. The practice of life 

assurance was seen as an essential adjunct to the middle class 

practice of saving. The Friend's Provident registers show a 

high proportion of the membership of the Society to have been 

insured and it may be presumed that many others were also 

insured with proprietary companies. If individuals saw means
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to profitable investment in life insurance, so also did the 

insurance companies identify new areas for the profitable 

investment of their f u n d s . A s  early as the thirties the 

National and the Patriotic had been prepared to advance 

mortgage loans to the Dublin and Kingstown R a i l w a y . A

survey of the funds of the company indicates a growing number 

of mortgage l o a n s , p r e s u m a b l y  many to individuals, on the 

strength of life policies. Such a possibility had been 

anticipated many years before by the Patriotic when the 

Directors had requested permission to look out for better 

investment opportunities than were afforded by low yielding

Government S t o c k s . I n  1837 the Patriotic had 4.35% of its

total funded and investment premium paid out in mortgage loans. 

By 1854 this amounted to 27.54%, not taking into consideration 

a further 8.02% in loans’ and was such an accepted part of 

contemporary business practice that the facility was advertised 

as one of the advantages of taking out a policy with the

company. 'Loans are made to policy holders after the policies

have been in existence for five complete years to the exent of

the surrender value of the policy. A credit is thus created

for the assured which may be made available in a number of

different ways. Ho security required except the deposit of the 

policy on which the advance is made'.’*’-̂

The life market in Dublin showed 23 offices as functioning 

in Dublin in 1841 and 18 offices had dealt with both fire and 

life.’̂ *̂  By 1845 the totals had risen to 31 life offices and
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22 fire and life offices. By 1851 the totals were in the

region of 44 life offices and 25 fire and life offices while

the incrasing process of specialisation emerged in the 

promotion of offices that concerned thenselves with accident 

insurance, military personnel, clergy etc.’^° A letter exists 

directed to John Pim of Belfast (who was distantly related to 

James Pim of Dublin and like him acted as an agent for the 

Imperial) encouraging him to solicit business from the many new 

railway companies that had sprung up.

In spite of the increasing size of the fire market the

National and the Patriotic secured a very small and scarcely 

increasing proportion of this.’^^ Interestingly there is 

little evidence that quakers began to insure their own

corporately held property before the 1850's and 1860's.’'̂  ̂ The 

Eustace Street Meetinghouse was insured in 1655 when a 

Patriotic policy was taken out for an insured value of £2,000, 

by the 'trustees for the time being', namely Edward Alexander, 

James Pim, Jonathan Pim and Richard Allen. The policy 

represented a partial insurance on the building, which in 

accordance with well established insurance practice had been 

seen as a risk best divided between one or more companies. It 

had therefore been insured with the National also for a similar 

sum, 'on the building and the fixtures in their meeting house, 

brick and stone built and slated and having four well secured 

and properly constructed stoves therein situate. On the Vest 

side of Eustace Street and extending back to Sycamore
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A l l e y , T h e  Patriotic had also extended its activities into 

the Glasgow area where it had set up a local directorship.’ *̂̂

To summarise, it appears that the quaker inspired and 

directed insurance companies had secured a traditional market 

not significantly responsive to market changes. But the 

involvement of quakers in insurance can be seen not as a mere 

erratic creature of contemporary trends but as the result of 

deliberate decision based on their long experience as merchants 

and individuals and exploiting their business contacts and 

needs. Their involvement, in line with their involvement in 

other areas of Irish industry can be seen as not merely 

speculative but as planned with a deliberate appreciation of 

the possibilities of success. It was founded also on their 

experience of running their own religious society which in 

itself presented characteristics of a joint-stock company, 

although not designed for purposes of profit. Similarly their 

experience of the usefulness of life and fire insurance played 

a part that was valuable in the process of educating a wider 

public and an emerging middle and professional class in the 

assumed values of thrift.
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and of all securities taken form such persons and of the 
duties accounted for by such persons for the five
successive years ended the 5.1.1823-1827. See also
Appendix A to this chapter.

78. See Cockerell and Green^ op. cit., illustration 20 ar» p.
115. Gives a date of 1824 as the foundation date of the 
Royal Irish. For Shamrock^ see (Jright̂  op. cit. , p. 290^
Irish Alliance^p.270, Saint Patrick's^ p.284.

79. See Wright, pp. 97-98 .

80. See for example reduced rates offered by both the Hibernian
and Commercial Companies in Freeman's Journal ̂ 7̂ 1̂ 1̂ .1824.

81. Imperial Fire Mini/' es^ Ms. 12,160 A (9)̂  p. 183^ 12. X. 1825^
and 1822.

82. 17th Report (1828)^op cit., App 69.

83. Minutes of half-yearly and Yearly General Assemblies of the
Patriotic Assurance Company (henceforward Pat. Mins. G.A.)
in possession of the Sun Alliance Company^ Dublin^ Vol. I 
22.i.1824.

84. Pat. Mins. (G. A. 22. i. 1824^
Deed of Settlement of the Patriotic Assurance Company .

85. Pat. Mins. (G. A. )/ v9 î  2.ix.l824;
Ibid.vi\i.2 . ix. 1824 .

t

86. Pirn and others. to Patriotic Assurance Co. , (Registry of 
Deeds Dublin)^ 795, 410. 537. 345.

87. John Lecky to Joseph R. Pim^ Cork^26,vii 1822 (D,F,H.L.)^
Lecky Letters 237 (b).

88. Deed of Settlement^* A change in the Deed permitting yearly
assemblies was apparently made at 2.111.1826 and a
return to half yearly meetings made in 13.ix,1827,

89. Pat, Mins,^(G,A.) 2,ix,1824 .

90. Jonathan Pim to Richard D. Vebb. c, 1825.^ n, d, ̂  D, F. H, L.J
Port. 5. A, 63).

91. Pat. Mins. (G.A.)^2.ix, 1824.

92. Pat. Mins. (G, A. 3. iii, 1825.
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93. Pat. Mins. (G. A. ), 3. iii . 1825;
H.E. Raynes^ A History of British Insurance (London^1964), 
p.236-

94. Pat, Mins, (G. A. 3. iii. 1825 .

95. An account of the gross sums paid for sea policies for the
years ending 5.1.1825 and 5.1.1826 (Brit. Pari Papers
1826/27 (41) XVII^17). ^

96.   Marine Insurance Returns
of Stamp Duties on Marine I n s u i a n c e r ^ L  \%hbj3-f
iMKvii ) •

97. Pat Mins. (G. A. 2. ix. 1824 .

98. See ffc. 95 above.

99. Ibid.

100. Seventeenth Report (1828)^op. cit., App. 68.

101. Ibid.
c ’ r 1102. Irish Friends and Early Steam Navigation., jj< a attribution 
J. F. H. S  ̂ XVII 4(l920) 105-113-see esf>. pp. 106-
107.

103. Pat. Mins. (G.M.)^3. iii . 1825.

104. Jbid.

105. See Vright, op. cit. , p. 284-also
An account of amounts paid at PQllcy Office 

Lombard Street, and ainpuQt duty paid at ttie outparts.
(s-Oxvii. i* ),

106. Pat Mins. (G. M. ), I.ix.l825.

107. Jbid.

108. Pat, Mins, (G. M. ), 13. xii. 1825. See also 
1825 6 Geo. IV c. 79̂  An Act for the Assimilation of 
Currencies.

109. Wright^ op. cit. p.248, 'At the company's half yearly 
meeting in January 1824. ... there was a reference to what 
could be regarded as the initial steps towards the 
formation of the first Irish fire tariff 'A proprietor 
suggested that no measures in which insurance premiums were 
involved should be adopted without consulting the directors 
of the other insurance companies. Mr. Ferrier, a director 
of the National Assurance Company confirmed that a 
conference had taken place between the boards of the Irish
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Compcinies, the principles had been recognised and these 
would in his opinion be acted on in future.

110. Dublin Chamber of Commerce^ Reports (Printed) of Council 
to the Annual General Meeting 1826^p.19.

111. Patriotic Assurance Company^ Directors Minutes (in 
Sun Alliance Dublin [here after Pat. Mins (Dir.

^57i.l827. The issue had been raised at a 
director's meeting (Pat Mins (Dir. )̂  28.xii.1826, four days 
after the event. The premises had belonged to John O'Toole 
who was insured with the Company and stated to be 
responsible for the 'wilful damage' involved.

112. Pat. Mins ( D i r . 12.vii.1828^resolution to discontinue all 
insurance on cotton and oatmeal mills. Also Imperial 
(Fire) Minutes ( 12, 160 A (10) 10; 1827 - 4.1.1830, pp 
181-2 5.xi.l828, 'Read a letter from Mi'. James Pim Junior, 
Agent for Dublin, dated 28th ult relative to the suspicious 
circumstances attending the fire at Mr. Richard Jones 
cotton mill and the deposition taken in consequence. 
Resolved that Mr. Pim be informed this office decline in 
future insuring cotton mills in Ireland.' Also, Pat. Mins 
(Dir.)^ I. xi. 1 8 2 8 James Pim (Impl.) and our solicitor 
consider offering reward ref. incendiary and malicious 
burning of Finglas Cotton Mills^

113. Pat. Mins (G. A. )̂ 7. ix. 1826.

114. Jbid.^II. i. 1827.

115. Pat. Mins (G.A.)^11.i.1827 .

116. Ibid.̂ 6. ix. 1827 ,

117. ibid.^ 13.ix.1827.

118. Jbid.4.ix.1828,

119. The form of the resolution that was rejected, 'From the 
reduced state of the floating capital occasioned by heavy 
losses as appears from the Report now read, it is 
considered expedient to dissolve the Patriotic Assurance 
Company. Imperial Minutes p.161 James Pim intimates that 
the Patriotic is about to be dissolved and wishes to 
arrange a transfer of its business to the Imperial (p. 166 
in Ms. 12,160^ A (10)̂  10. i. 1827 - 4.i.l830).

120. Pat Mins. (G.A. )̂  4.iii.1830.

BA)p V  M s  p;i?L 'Pf\fen(; !i>ji(6?f’)y'^vidence
of John Astle, Ship Broker Q. 6865. See also Cockrell and
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Green, op. cit., p.16 re self-insurance by shipping 
companies.

122. See Thoms Directory 1847 .

123. Pat. Mins. (G.A. 3.iii.l825^ where the company takes a 
transfer of the outstanding fire risks of the Phoenix 
Insurance Company to value of £170.12.6.

124. Vright, op. cit., p.109^adverts to the change of name from 
General Insurance Company to Phoenix Insurance Company to 
value of £170.12.6.^^

*̂ Pat. Mins (Dir. 24. ii . 1827^ Joseph R. Pim, Edward Alexander 
and Solomon Vatson to consider 'expediency of accepting 
Marine Insurance Company's fire risks' but Pat, Mins (dir. 
7.iv. 1827^ would not accept their life risks 'without
personal appearance of parties.'

125. Pat. Mins (Dir. 7. xii. 1827^ Joseph R. Pim Isaac English and 
Thomas Sherlock to confer with the Royal Irish in 
connection with its life risks.

126. Vright, op. cit., p.270.

127. An account of all sums
paid into the Stamp Office for duty bv each insurance 
office in Great Britain and Ireland on Insurance from fire* 
show the British and Irish, _the, Hibernian the National and 
the Patriotic,j^a return in a similar account, but including 
life assurance shows the Commercial also to have been still 
in operation. See Accounts of all sums provided to Stamp. 
Office each insurance office etc. (Brit. Pari. Papers 
1837/38 (in 159)^ XXXVI^ p. 4 and ^ 7 .  Vhereas Vright, op. 
cit., p. 16"̂  states that the Commercial was sold in 1826 and 
(p.457) that it passed to the Guardian in 1827.

128. See Appendix A.

129. National percentage worked out on basis of stamp return 
figures. On the same basis the national percentage 
increase 1825-35 would be 65.17% but see Appendix A.

130. Appendix A

131. Appendix A

132. Appendix A.

133. Appendix A.

134. Appendix A.
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CS-P-P.
135, Accounts of Sums oil Insurance etc. (1836). j[(1836) (295)

XLV)^ where R.E.A, 13,46%, Sun, 6,08%, Atlas 11,40%, the 
Imperial 1,66%^and the National and Patriotic together 
18. 90%.

136,1 Returns qn Life Insurance Stamps for years. 1816 - 1824
137^ (Brit. Pari. Papers 1825 (373) XXI) states, 'There are not 

distinct stamps to denote the duties on policies of Life 
Insurance in Ireland and therefore no separate accounts 
have been kept of their produce in that country. . ' The 
situation may have changed by 1835. Thoms 1847 p.36 lists 
duties at that time in force on life policies. But 
presumably the policies for life were dutiable without 
being liable for stamp duty per se. The notable lack of 
statistical material on life insurance is discussed by 
Supple, op.cit pp.110-11.

138. Accounts of all sums paid up to the Stamp Office for Duty 
by each insurance office in Great Britain and Ireland from 
Fire and Life. . . in 1836,, (Brit. Pari. Papers 1837 (

(in229) XXXIX * p. 6. A<Tount of sums paid (1837 -
2£.(̂ (5 -P. P.^ 1837 - 38^ (in 1^9) XXXVl) p . 7:

t139. See Wilsons Directory 1630 and for 1837see above footnote
ag£.QUIits q£ sums Dilld 1837 - 38.

'D'l ryti’Cyy
140. WilsQasi1S3Q .

141. Supple, op. cit. , pp. 168-69, and p. 170̂  where Dublinj^Cork
agents mention to the REA head office that the company is 
loosing profit since not promoting a bonus system.

142. Imperial (Life) Minutes^ 1824-28 (B)^ p. 104  ̂ 15.xi.1821,
insurance on life of James Pim Junior at £2000 (Ir.) not
exceeding age 55 years.

143. Friendly Society Acts,* see David Tregoning and Hugh
Cockerell, Friends for Life:__ The Friends Provident 1832 -
1982 (London, 1982). SeeC.Valford  ̂ ^History of
Life Insurance in the United Kinadom,, . in Journal of
lii£ Institute of Actuarles^xvM ̂ 3p8-?'^rV^and H.E, Raynes,
British Insurance^op cit,. pp.252-3.

144. Tregoning and Cockerell, op. cit., p.13.

145. Jbid.^p.l5.

146. Ibid.^p, 26-27;ibid.,p,28.

147. Claims Book^ Dublin of the Friends Provident Agency,1834 
and Friends Provident Institute Renewal Register 1835 - 
1923 (both items in D,F,H,L,).

-  351 -



148. Thirteenth Report of the Friends's Provident Inst 1 I -u t  e . , in 
The British Friend  ̂ 5̂  52^Fourth Month^l847)^ 80.

The types of policy available are defined in the same 
report, Class IX being the company's classification for 
whole life policies.

149. See Friends Provident Renewal Register^ op cit,,

150. See Thirteenth Report in British Friend | i847J|̂ 1d c . cit.,

151. Supple, op. cit., p. 177.

152. 1850-1856 shows the addition of 78 names compared with 32 
names from 1834 - 1849. See Claims Register op cit.,

153. Valford loc cit., p.309 .
f ----------------------  ^

154. 10 Geo IV C.56- 4 & 5 Vm IV C.40 and,amended 34 Viet c.73.; )
r  ’155. Isabel Grubb, Quakers in Ireland,^ op. cit., p. 138.

156. Advertisement for the United Kingdom Total Abstinence Life
Association for Mutual Assurance on Lives, I. ii. 1841 •. see 
Iiish Friend IV^ 2 .

157. Hannah Maria Vigham, A Christian Philanthropist of Dublin. 
(London, 1886)^ pp. 42-55.

158. See fn. 156 above.

159. ¥n. 156 above .

160. Tregoning and Cockerell, op. cit., p.24 .

161. J.bid^p.24.

162. Supple, op cit.^ p. Ill - 113 •

163. The National provided a loan of £20,000 to the Dublin and 
Kingstown Railway (Dublin and Kingstown, General Board 
Minutes 30.i.1836 (C.I.E, Heuston) Vol. II^pp. 68-69). The 
initial approach had been a verbal one with the Secretary 
of the National William Todhunter, followed by an official 
delegation to discuss the matter, ibid Min. 996^ 5.ii.l836. 
Similarly the Patriotic was prepared to make available 
facilities for discounting a sum of £20,000 on 16.ix. 1836 
(Min.1 2 5 1 ) ^ — )

^^"seealso Supple^ op. cit. , pp. 326-29

164. Appendix to this Chapter.
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165. Supple, op. cit. , p. 313-̂  also Pat. Mins. (G.A.)^I.ix. 1825^
'The Directors have also thought it right to submit to the 
consideration of the Proprietors the expediency of
extending a little of their powers in respect to the
investment of!-V<,e Company's funds so as to enable them
to avail of safe opportunities of realising a higher rate 
of interest than the public funds afford. They do not 
desire that this power should extend to the fixed capital 
of the company but only to such sums beyond it as may from 
time to time accumulate' .

166. Appendix 'Financial Structure'/situation for sample
years.

167. Prospectus and Tables of Rates of the Patriotic Assurance 
Company of Ireland ^Dublin^1854^^ N.L.I.

168. Dublin Almanack and General Register of Ireland^ Pettigrew 
and Oulton (Dublin^l841) .

169. Thoms'Directory 1845^andBPP 1846 (222^XXV, 363 (for 1845) .

170. Thornŝ  DirectorV 1851^and6j?P 1851 (265) XXXI, 307 (for 1850) .

171. Letter from James Bell of the Imperial Fire Office, I, Old 
Broad Street London E.C.2 to John Pirn, company agent in 
Belfast^ 2.vii. 1858 (D.F.H.L.)^In collection box 61, file 
B,*  ̂solicit the directors for the insurance of their 
stations etc. Have you any influence with directors ?'.

172. Appendix A •

173. But the Bloomfield Retreat was insured for £2,000 with the 
Commercial as reported 29.i.1812. Bloomfield Conunittee 
Book, (D.F.H.L. )^2.V. 1807^. the school at Newtown
declined to insure for a similar amount, see D.F.H.L. QM II 
H2^Minutes of Munster Provincial School^ 15.i.1825-2(^ vii. 
1839y date 20 x.38. (For this reference I am indebted to 
Mr. Cyril Brannigan."^

174. Patriotic Insurance Company fire policy No. 14891^9.v. 1855 
(D.F.H.L. )̂ unsorted papers•Upper Strongroom.

175. Glasgow agency mentioned in Prospectus  ̂ 1854^op. cit.

-  353 -



CMPTFH IV SECTION IT APPENDIX A(i) 

tptis^icpl and fi/7;nr3l;ive resources used in rel''tion to jnsurance

i-roperty values on v/hlch stamp duty was pald(ln £ s )

( )
P .P . 1823(a )XV.I 

17tn Report 
_____ Revenue_____

15.032000 
1517O000
16 7 5 2 0 0 0 
18267200 
191960 0 0

YEAR

1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
180 A
1805
1806 
180 7 
1808
1809
1810 
1811 
1S12 
1813-
1814
1815
1816 
18 17 
1818
1819
1820 
1021 
1322 
18 2 3 
182 4
1825
1826

P . P 37u

14546000 
14184000 
8 214 0 0 0 0 
20 2 84000 
34894000 
39536000 
44816000 
4 2 7 8 60 0 0

21306000 
22265000 
19560000 
2 0456000 
17779000 
17 4 8 4 0 0 0 
1 8 1 0 0 0 0 0 
17389000 
175540 0 0 
17 28 5000
17 5 4^000 
212 3 5 0 0 0
1 9 2 3 5 0 0 0
2 0 2 0 0 0 0 0

Duty Raised to 2/6

b )
N ci t i O Ti d other Irisf’i 

Corn&a n i es

11760 00

I

3256800 
2993600 
4 212 8 0 0 
4696000 
4 4 8 3 2 0 0



a p p e n d i x  A (ij;

Valuef: of property on which stamp duty v;as paid (in £ s ) i8pM~30

YEAR INDIVIDUAL 
RETURNS{P.P. )

NATlONAL PATRIOTIC P .P .1870

182A 167520 0 0 2 2 0 5 6 0 0 7 5 9 2 0 0 212 35000
1825 18267200 2827200 18 3 92 0 0 19235000
1826 19196000 2996800 2052000 20200000
1827 21243000

■ 1828 22592000
1829 22804000
1830 2 3377000
1831 2 3 368000
1832 23467000
1833 25222000
18 3 4 26219000
1835 28029600 3 4 68 8 0 0 18 3 0 4 0 0 27842000
1836 29602000
1837 29677600 36B160G 15 3 6 0 0 0 32092000
1838 33416000 3 9 2 0 8 0 0 2 2 2 4 0 0 0 3 3096000
18 3 9 3 4 7 8 3 2 0 0 4 12 4 0 0 0 2220000 34B0 3 000
1840 39Q0720G 4 3 6 2 4 0 0 2431200 36278000
1841 3 7 117 6 0 0 4 3 3 3 10 0 2606400 3 6 5 6 4 0 4 0
1842 46018800 4 3 3 5 2 0 0 2 6 9 2 8 0 0 •

(Calculated at the duty rate of 2/6)^♦
1843 32574666 3 8 5 3 3 3 3 2388666 32480000
1844 3 3 313 3 3 3 3 9 3 0 6 6 6 2560000 3 3 0 8 2 0 0 0
1845 3 4 0 5 9 3 3 3 4 0 613 3 3 2 8 2 7 3 3 3 3539 2 000
1846 3 4 9 4 0 0 0 0 4 164000 2 3 8 2 6 6 6 3 6 0 2 3 0 0 0
1847 35102666 419 6 66 6 3820666 33686000
184 8 33846000 3964000 2670000 3 4172000
1849 33530000 3897333 2 5 60666 33032000
1850 344 18000 3 8 96 666 2 5 3 3 3 3 3 35B83000

^ A speculativ/e figure in which it is not known what 

proportion of' the Stamp Duty was at 2^6 and what at 

the new rate.



YEAR

1835

1836

1837

1838

1839

1840

1841

1842

184 3

1844

1845

1846

1847

1848

1849

1850

APPFNDIX A (iii)

RETURNS OF FARM STOCK INSURED

( in -f,s )
INDIVIDUAL

YEARLY
RETURNS

NATlONAL PATRIOTIL IMPERIAL P . P . 1870

173682 11199 7900 5550 152093

293845

439927 36352 12375 94 40 378628

369902 28550 134 25 91 30 371651

408210 26550 11170 9230 401656

442497 3 5 0 3 5 16440 14630 4 4 6 7 4 7

5G0605 35245 20230 36002 479968

476695 32815 23110 22073 476695

499400 29525 25125 22353 500534

553015 34200 32163 26578 600223

514395 31005 35860 294 7 3 553065

674091 45575 21920 2 5 4 2 3 674091

574176 4 4 8 6 0 37150 3 0 2 2 0 5824 59

510853 42690 35590 19663 510853

462235 3 3115 39185 28225 475124



VALUE OF PROPERTV 
ON WHICH PUTY

_ w a s  PR I P  I 8 0 i f . - '3 0
rEXTrtflt-rep Fican _P.P.
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A PPEHD IX A (vii)

List of referenaces to Parliamentary Papers from which material 

has been extracted in the compilation of this appendix. The 

returns for property values which I have calculated from the 

yearly returns of stamp duty (which were paid quarterly on a 

basis of offices in town and country) are based on the values 1/ 

- per cent up to 1811, 2/6 % up to 1842 and 3/ 7. thereafter.

PP. 1870 [82.22] XX Vol II 193-377 App. 131 Thirteenth Report 

of the Commissioners of Inland Revenue on the Duties and 

Management for the Years 1856-1870 with some retrospective 

history and complete tables of accounts of the duties from their

PP 1828 (8) XV. I. Seventeenth Report of the Commission of

return of all persons or Companies to whom licenses to make 

insurances in Ireland have been granted and of all securities 

taken fron such persons and of the duties accounted for by such 

persons for the five successive years ended the 5.1.1823-27

'An account of all sums paid into the stamp office for duty by 

each insurance office in Great Britain and Ireland on Insurance

first imposition.

Inquiry into the Revenue arising in Ireland

1836 (295) XLV .223



1837 (in 229) XXXIX 273 

1837-38 ) (398) XXXVI. 289

1838 (in 159) XXXVI, 289

1839 (155) XXX. 375

1840 (267) XXIX. 445

1841 (326) XIII. 361

1842 (202) XXVI. 459

1843 (212) XXX. 427

1844 (333) XXXII. 353

1845 (242) XXVIII. 309

1846 (222) XXv. 363

1847 (533) XXXIV. 321 

1847-48 (413) XXXIX

1849 (302) XXX. 275

1850 (271) XXXIII. 307

1851 (265) XXXI. 307

(All British Parliamentary Papers)

NOTE: The above accounts all operate on the basis of an

accounting year beginning and ending 5.1st month. I have 

operated in terms of the claendar year Implied. The same 

retursn inlcude from 1835 on the amounts of farm stock insured, 

it having been made duty free in 1833 (See samples op cit. 

p. 190) The figures for that are already for calendar years.
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A p p e n d i x  B i

M a t e r i a l  to i l l u s t r a t e  p r o p o r t i o n s  of m o r t g a g e s  and mortfageV 

loans, a n d  a l s o  to i n d i c a t e  a m o u n t s  of life i n s u r a n c e  in 

force, in d i f f e r e n t  s a m p l e  years.

Y E A R TOTAL 
F U N D E D  ^ 
INVESTED. 
P R O P E R T Y

M O R T G A T E S  
AS %

OF S A M E

M O R  TGAGES 
A M O U N T  
IN £ ' s

l i f e
P O L I C I E S

P R E M I U M S  
R E C D  .

2 . i x .1824 £ 1 5 2  , 007 — £ 4 2 , 4 3 9 £ 1 , 3 1 3

3 . i x .1035 £94 ,234 4.30

! 1 1 1

£17 5,4 9 9 £ 6 , 0 8  3

3 . v i i i . l 8 3 6 £ 1 0 6 , 3 2 2 3.63 £3 ,365 £197 , 630 £ 6 , 9 2 8

1 3 . v i i i . l 8 3 8 £ 1 1 2 , 9 2 7 9.40 £ 1 0 , 6 1 9 £18 8 , 6 3 8  * £ 6 , 5 5 9

3 . i X .184 0 £ 1 3 4 , 2 7 6 15.94 £ 2 1 , 4 1 0  j £ 3 5 , 9 7 9
t

£ 6 , 5 1 8

13,\/iii.i845 £ 1 7 4 . 3 9 3 3 6 .37 £ 6 3 , 4 4 0  j £ 4 9 , 8 0 7
!

£ 8 , 0 2 9

1 3 . v i i i .1854 £194 ,008 2 7 . 5 4  ) £5 3,44 5 
}

£ 7 0 , 0 2 8 £12 ,343
tl It )L o a n s  - 

)p r e s u m a P l y  
) o n 1 n s u r a n L 
}p o 1 1 c 1 es

:e

_ __________  .
II ft 8 . 0 2  ) £ 1 5 , 5 6 7  |

I n f o r m a t i o n  e x t r a c t e d  f r o m  r e p o r t s  in m a n u s c r i p t  m i n u t e s  of 

the G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l i e s  of the P a t r i o t i c  I n s u r a n c e  C o m p a n y  

2 2 . i .1824 - 2 6 . i i i .1372



Appendix B ii ; SAMPLES FROM ANNUAL ACCOUrJTS OF THE FIRST
AND SECOND CLONMEL ANNUITY COMPANIES

F IRST SECOND

1 . vii . 1788 i.viii.l8 2 6

' i n 
the chest' 

Interest due on 
Subscriptions 

7 fines due 
Balance due 

secretary

£17 3 0.0.0 
L 5 U . 1 1 . 6

£159.0.8

£5.2,8

£^941. 10.9
Government Stoch cost 
Interest on 
Subs and Fines due 
Ba 1 . in fiands

1.1. 1800

Bonds/Mortgages 
Interest due 
£3,000 in 5%
Govt. Stock Cost 
Interest due 
Estate in 

Ballydavid 
Rent due
Subs and fines due 
Notes etc. in 
Seer's hands

£3200.0.0 
£12-̂  . 16 . 8

£2390.2.3 
£40.0.0

£1200 .0.0 
£40.0.0

Tot.Annua 1
- 5 widows 
Net. total

Income

£348.8.5
£7 4 98.10.6 
£731.19.2 
£105 .0.0 
£536.19.2

Annual Income
- Widows

1.11.18 3 3 

Funds
Annual Income
- widows
Net Annual Income

2.1.1826
Int.

Bonds/mortgages £ 7 3 0 0 £4 8 3
Govt, stock £9000 £81
Ir.Consolidated

Annuities £2340 £31
Estate in

Ballydavid £1200 £100
Subs & fines due £267
Cash in Seer's

hands £495
£20725

Annual Income £1464
-widows £1130
Net Income £334

1 . V i 1 . 18 3 3

Funds £21728.3.5
Income £14 0 3.4.5
- widows £1144,12.5
Net Annl,Income £258,12,0

£ 4 9 3 4 .6.5 
£62.16.2 

£16 3.0.0 
£7 1 .10.10

£5231.13.6 
£548,8.10 
£341 .10,9

£206.8,1

£6764,14,8 
£639 . 9.0 
£541.10.9 
£97 .18.3

Collated from Printed Reports in N.L.I. and in D.F.H.L.



wliAPi’FT? V

R£fR£S£HTATIY£ imUSIEIES 

SECTIQH I 

QUAKERS IN THE BREVING INDUSTRY

The connectian of Irish Quakers with the brewing was not 

big. An account of that industry gives a number of

opportunities to illustrate patterns of organisation and 

captialisation. It also gives an opportunity to illustrate in a 

special way the question of quaker ethical imperatives and

disciplinary structures in the use and production of beer.

As early as 1682 George Fox had written an epistle warning 

vintners and inn-keepers never to let any person have, 

'...more. .. strong liquors than what is for their health and 

their good. ' ’ The epistle seems to have been reprinted by the 

National Half Yearly meeting in the same year since a Joseph 

Sleigh is asked to speak to the 'printer of College Green about 

printing the paper written by Geoge Fox concerning vintners and

inn-keepers* and that 'he treat with him for 1,000 copies.'^

Such strictures did not however prevent Friends from being 

involved in innkeeping or in producing beer. Ve know of at 

least one individual in this early period who was a Dublin inn-
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keeper aad a Friend, and in the will of Samuel Paine who died 

in 1732 there is a reference to brewing equipment.

But during the eighteenth century the demand for distilled 

liquors began to rise. The eminent Dublin quaker physician 

Doctor John Rutty estimated that in 1749 there were on 'a 

medium' 2,000 ale houses, 300 taverns and 1,200 brandy shops in 

Dublin.^ Like many other contemporary moralists he perceived a 

direct link between the coruption of morals, the destruction of 

health and the consumption of alcohol. This did not conflict 

with the consumption of wine, cider or beer. Men such as Dr. 

John Rutty enjoyed the occasional glass of wine. However not 

all Friends were moderate in their consumption and disownment 

for offences related to alcoholic excess were to be exceedingly 

common among Friends down to the nineteenth century.

It was not only Friends and moralists who were concealed by 

increasing consumption of what were called 'ardent spirits'. 

Public concern began to reach towards the legislature. In 1789 

a 'concern' orginated in Dublin Monthly meeting and was endorsed 

by the Yearly Meeting. The concern was to encourage the Lord 

Lieutenant and both Houses of Parliament to find legislative 

means of controlling the 'immoderate use of spirituous liquors'. 

The communication reflected current public anxiety and was 

probably channeled through the Dublin Friends parliamentary 

committee. An address was presented to a member of each of the
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Houses of parliament after some favourable communication with 

the new Lord Lieutenant George, Marquis of Buckingham.

The encouragement of brewing was seen by legislators and 

others as one means of combating the excessive use of distilled 

liquor. As Dr. David Dickson states,

'Reform of the Irish Brewing laws had been aired for 

several decades as revenue from this quarter 

stagnated... alarm at the growing consumption of domestic 

spirits licit and illicit seems to have precipitated the 

legislation of 1790-1 which among other things raised the 

excise duty on domestic spirits and the import duties on 

English beer.'^

Little home demand existed for Irish beer and the Irish 

product was not so highly regarded as the product imported from 

England.® But there was however, an increasing expertise 

available for the production of beer in Ireland whilst the 

quality of Irish barley was also improving.'^ Conditions 

therefore were to become highly favourable to the re

establishment of a productive and competitive Irish brewing 

industry. The legislature removed the beer tax in 1794 with the 

specific aim of encouraging brewing.’"̂ The advantages attaching 

to imported English beers slowly diminished until by 1800 the 

Irish product successfully supplied a big proportion of the 

needs of the home market.’’ A business which in 1784 had

-  358 -



resulted in 30,742 barrels of beer being imported into Dublin 

alone had by then declined to 10,941 barrels.’^

For some quakers the promotion of breweries might well have 

proved atrractive not merely in moral but in business terms. 

Nevertheless in spite of the access of many of them to corn and 

milling facilities’** there is little appearance that any of them 

were attracted to large scale commercial brewing before 1800. 

Certainly, as merchants, many had handled malt and hops.’® Vith 

a degree of expertise and capital a brewery could prove an 

attractive outlet for merchant c a p i t a l . A s  early as 1792 the 

Strangmans, a quaker family of Waterford had purchased a brewery 

in that town. ’

Most breweries had, up to 1800 been fairly small concerns.

In 1790 29 brewers of strong beer and 17 brewers of small beer
ISwere listed in Dublin. The foundations were already being

laid for what would one day prove a profitable national export 

business. But the future of the industry would be with the 

large scale brewers who could by the bigger nature of their 

investments be in a position to exploit bigger markets.

A quaker owned concern which might illustrate a common 

pattern of development in the brewing industry is to be 

identified in a premises situated at 55, City Quay Dublin. The 

premises had been owned by Robert Clibborn who died in 1799. He 

had been a merchant with a family background in Moate. He had
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been married to Elizabeth Morris of Cork and had three children 

Joshua, Mary and L y d i a . H i s  wife and executors sold the 

building and appurtenances to his nephew Richard Pirn for a sum 

of £500.®° Richard Pirn was a merchant and storekeeper^' and 

brother to the prosperous Joshua and Joseph Pim of Ussher's 

Island who like himself were merchants. His sister was the 

wealthy widow Sarah Grubb of Anner Mills, a big milling concern 

in County Tipperary. His brother John was married to Elizabeth 

Bevan, a shareholder in the Anchor Brewery in E n g l a n d . I t  can 

be seen that Richard Pim had an extensive background in 

businesses associated with grain and brewing. Adjacent to Pim's 

new premises was a brewery set up in 1801 by James Connolly and 

Patrick Dowling. The said James Connolly is probably to be 

identified with a big Dublin merchant, owner of mills in Carlow, 

Vest Meath and on the Boyne, 'one of the biggest buyers in the 

Drogheda Market. ' His City Quay brewing venture had not been 

sucessful and it seemed logical for Pim to take over the 

premises from him in 1604 and to combine it with his business as 

merchant and storekeeper.®^

In spite of Pim's apparent advantages his venture did not 

succeed very well. Pim stopped payment in 1808 and that drew 

the attention of Dublin Monthly meeting to him. A number of 

Friends were appointed to visit him and make report. They duly 

reported in the next month, '... it appeared that at his 

outsetting in business. after his partnership concern closed he 

had little or no capital of his own - and that in the course of
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his business he had met with some heavy losses: which together 

with a want of proper attention to limit his expenses appear to 

have been a case of his stopping payments'. The dealings

continued for three months to encourage him to feel suitably 

repentant^^ but the crisis was surmounted through the endeavours 

of his relatives. He was still in business in 1804 and appears 

in contemporary directories as a corn factor and brewer at the 

same address of 55, City Quay.

The period 1809-10 was fraught with difficulty for those 

associated with the corn t r a d e . T h e  consumption and 

production of spirits had also continued to rise-̂ *̂ ’ but the same 

period marked a temporary prohibition of distillation.^’ That 

factor undoubtedly helped the brewing industry^^ and national 

production of and epxort of beer continued to rise.®® the

idea of public or common breweries was still regarded as 

relatively n e w . T h e  Dublin market of 1810 was dominated by 

Connolly : Somers, Guinness, Manders, Twin and Keogh. /

On the 17.1.1810 Pim entered a partnership.®^ The 

assumption is that this was designed to help Pim get back on a 

more secure business footing. Among those involved were Edward 

Clibborn, a linen merchant and probably a relative, Thomas Pim a 

merchant and distant relative, Samuel Pim a wealthy silk 

merchant and James Martin Pike, merchant and philanthropist.

All were quakers. Also involved were Samuel Villiams and 

Richard Darling regarded as 'one of the cleverest merchants in
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the nation.'^® The partnership raised a mortgage of £1,250 on 

the premises from Richard Pirn's brother Joshua.

The partnership evidently succeeded for in 1813 advantage 

was taken of the Anonymous Partnership Act"® to set up a 

partnership of ten members with a capital stock of £5,000.'*’ 

The act was an early percursor in Ireland of a limited 

partnership act to guarantee those with an interest to promote 

companies. The partnership had a wider purpose than that of 

brewing,

'...the said partners agree to enter into and become 

partners in the trade and business of merchants and brewers 

in the city of Dublin in the buying and selling in the 

gross and by wholesale importing and exporting and dealing 

in all and every mercantile business whatsoever, as well in 

commerce as otherwise for the mutual benefit and advantages 

of said partnership. '

The Pim partnership was designed to last for three years. The 

partners and the sums they put up included Richard Pim (£500), 

Edward Clibborn (£1,000), Samuel Bewley (£5,500), Thomas Pim 

(£500), Tobias Pim (£500) (and an uncle of Richard Pim), Edward 

Croker (£500) (a malster merchant), Richard Darling (£500), 

Jonathan Pim (£500) (a brother of Thomas), James Martin Pike 

(£500) and Joseph Hone (£500) (merchant). Not all the 

partners were quakers and the size of the partnership was 

atypical. A brewery offered a possible productive use for 

capital. It would prove a natural adjunct to a merchant already
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dealing in grain. In days when there were but limited

opportunities for productive use of capital from investment in 

banks or financial institutions a brewery offered to family and 

friends an amenable home for their spare cpatial.“^ It is of 

interest to note that the Bank of Ireland did not at the time 

give interest on deposits at all and that the maximum legal rate 

of interest was fixed at 6% in Ireland by an act of 1731. But 

investment in a brewery was relatively capital intensive. A 

large proportion of the capital invested would be tied up in 

stocks of raw materials, debts of cutomers and to suppliers 

rather than in fixed assets such as plant or machinery. 

Indeed, at one end of the scale it was reckoned that a small 

brewery with its utensils might be set up on the mere investment 

of £200.^^

The Pim business developed so rapidly that in five months 

it became necessary to double the stock. By 1815 the partners 

felt confident enough to hand over the premises to the 

management of Pim. The partners '... did grant, bargain, sell, 

reassign and make over to said Richard Pim... large yard, lot 

and piece of ground and warehouse and malthouse and brewery.' 

The premises was described as being situated at the east side of 

Prince's street otherwise Moore's Lane. The frontage to 

Prince's Street and Moore's Lane was c.l44' and its depth 'from 

front to rere 81' or thereabouts'. Pirn's name occurs in

contemporary street directories as merchant, brewer and corn 

factor. The years 1815-20 were however probably fraught with
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difficulty. Such difficulties are probably indicated in a

decline in demand for Guinness's beers in Dublin^^ probably

related to post-war depression on the one hand and to an

increasing degree of competition that decreased their share of 

the market. At the time there were probably as many as 35

porter breweries in Dublin using 10,000 bushels per month of 

malted corn for brewing. A special class of maltsters had also 

emerged and there were 16 such houses in Dublin in 1815.^^ 

Competitive pressures might well have accounted for a need by 

such firms as Guinness to identify new markets in England and 

inland. Pim's as yet probably only served a domestic market.

The consumption of spirits continued to rise and with it 

the concern of quakers became more notewothy. As a result of 

concern epxressed in a minute of Ireland Yearly Meeting, in 1815 

the Dublin Monthly Meeting decided to '... make appointments to 

visit... and endeavour to persuade' members of the Society 

dealing in spiritous liquors, '...speedily to withdraw from a 

traffic of such lamentable and injurious consequences.'^® Such 

maturing concern could be seen as part of the aftershock of the 

visit of Thomas Shillitoe, a visiting Friend from England, who 

in 1810 had felt it a matter of 'concern' to visit something in

the region of 600 Dublin drinking houses in an attempt to

persuade people to see the moral and other dangers of drink.

The three year partnership of Pim's brewery lapsed but was 

soon revived in 19.ii.1816 with a capital stock of £15,000^^ and
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some new faces among the partners including James Plm, a cousin 

of Thomas Pim, who both subscribed «62,000. James Pim had 

extensive milling Interests around Mountmellick, a factor which 

was to motivate much of his subsequent business behaviour. 

Another quaker subscriber was Joshua Fayle a Tipperary Miller 

related to Samuel Bewley and the original owner of a mill at 

Harold's Cross that was eventually to serve as the basis of the 

Pim family cotton enterprise. Three non-quaker partners in the 

new partnership were George Watts, a veterinary surgeon of 

Aungier Street, Joseph Hone, a merchant, and George Palmer a 

corn dealer. Plm himself was not required to deposit capital 

but was designated acting partner and entitled to a share of the 

profits. It was necessary to raise a mortgage of £5,000 on

the property from his brother Joshua. This was towards the

costs of the 'extensive brewery and malthouses etc.' which had

been erected.

The partnership was not destined to be successful. In a 

decision related to his fresh bankruptcy the partnership was

dissolved and James Pim took over the concern under the style of 

James Pim and Co.*^' Richard Pim came into conflict with the 

Dublin Monthly Meeting in 12th month 1817 when he was initially 

reported by the overseers for non-attendance at meetings for

worship. He was visited by Samuel Bewley, James Webb and Thomas 

Fayle. His bankruptcy had come to light and the case was kept 

under review for more than a year. He was finally disowned when 

yet a third infringement of the 'discipline', came to light.
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'The case of Richard Pirn has now been before us and 

deliberated on. He continues to absent himself from our 

religious meetings and having evidently departed from that line 

of conduct we believe ourselves called to - which is further 

evinced by his being, as we are now informed one of the Society 

of Freemasons, as he hath acknowledged'^'^

The assignment of the premises to James Pim implied a 

conscious decision to concentrate on brewing alone in the place. 

James Haughton of Carlow who had originally worked for his 

maternal uncle James Pim set up business as a flour factor at 

55, City Quay also. He received a promise of assistance from 

him to establish a bank account if this should prove 

necessary. James Pim appeared as ale, table and beer a brewer 

but retained his mercantile interests at nearby Townsend 

S t r e e t . A  number of the original partners must also have kept 

their shares in the brewing business. This is clear when George 

Palmer obtained a Deed of Release in 1 8 2 0 . When Joshua Fayle 

died, his widow had retained his shares as evidenced in her will 

and its probate in 1822.

A rapid decline in the number of breweries is indicated. 

The figure of 35 Dublin breweries in 1818 had by 1822

declined to perhaps 19. Imports from England were non

existent and there was a small net national export of 6,096 

barre 1 s . The export figure was rising, a great portion of it 

being accounted for by Guinness. They exported 1686 barrels to
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Great Britain and 3,326 to other destinations'-'® whose agent in 

Liverpool incidently was to be a Dublin Bewley - a brother of 

Samuel.

In 1833 there were 20 breweries in Dublin out of a total in 

the country as a whole of 216. The Dublin breweries however 

used 491,227 bushels of malt out of the national total of 

1,543,265.^^ One would assume that the Guinness concern was the 

biggest in Dublin but it is interesting to note that Pirn's

brewery was in the same year of 1833 valued in the first class

at £400 - that is £50 more than Manders and Powell in the same

rank, while Thunders appeared in the third class at £250 and 

Jameson of North Anne Street in the fifth class at £150.

While Guinness, with Manders, accounted for almost all the beer 

exports in the thirties there is not material evidence that Pims 

had any export trade in that decade.

The early thirties marks also the beginning of an organised 

and concerted temperance campaign. The Dublin Temperance 

Society was founded in September 1829^'= to become in 1830 the 

Hibernian Temperance Society. Some Dublin Quakers, in

particular Richard Davis Vebb, were active in this institution. 

The movement was middle-class and couched in terms of patronage 

and reform. It did not pose any real threat to brewers or 

distillers and was indeed generally greeted with derision as 

fanatical. Its chief principle was in favour of temperance and 

the avoidance of spirits rather than directed towards total
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abstiaence. The movement greeted in a reserved manner by

Bishop Doyle (the famous J.K.L.) who recognised the elitist 

basis of the Society's aspirations.^^ Many quakers were 

suspicious of such an organisation also. In some cases this 

suspicion derived from a scruple about involvement in 

'creaturely' activity outside of their own self-imposed 

religious frontiers, in others it related to the fact that many 

quakers liked their wine and their beer, as well as, in some 

cases, their spirits. James Haughton, to whom we have already 

referred and who was to become a most earnest advocate of 

teetotal attitudes had not felt it inconsistent to keep spirits 

in his house.

1838 marks the beginning of a period of recession and trade 

difficulties generally. It was,besides,the year in which Father 

Mathew undertook the promotion of total abstinence, it seems 

under the influence of the Cork Quaker Villiam M a r t i n . T h e  

movement seized the popular imagination in a way that its 

percursors had not. But a minority of quakers took an 

exceptionally active part in the new m o v e m e n t . T h e  issue of 

temperance provides a pertinent example of the impact of quaker 

values on quaker business practice through the way the

discipline was used to bring a joint moral pressure on

dissenting members. Whilst members do not appear to have been

disowned for selling or dealing in spirits, or indeed in

consuming them, a system of yearly visitation had been 

instituted to make them give up any conection with the trade.
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Reports of such visits exist for a number of years referring to 

Dublin. It appears that there were seven quakers involved in 

spirits-related trade in five establishments in 1837. By 1840 

only two individuals were involved, not necessarily identical 

with any of the originals.^’

There were in 1834, 24 breweries in Dublin. The amount

of duty paid on malt 1838-47 was a third lower than in the

previous decade and between 1839-43 the sales of Guinness fell 

by one fifth, primarily in exports to England.®® Although the 

temperance campaign was not totally to blame it did at least 

ensure that sales of beer did not rise very much.®'* The

positive effects of temperance were everywhere to be remarked 

and a letter of Richard D. Vebb written in 1841 is worth quoting 

to indicate the atmosphere

' I can hope anything for Ireland and Irish men and women. 

The state of the country is utterly amazing in consequence 

of the spread of teetotalism. It is not easy to meet with

one who is not a teetotaler. My recent journey through a

great part of the South has been full of delightful 

interest on this account. The most glowing dreams of 

prophet or poet could not have picured such a change as has 

taken place in our rollicking, ragged, fighting, reckless, 

wild population. The cottages are cleaner and more 

comfortable, the people better clothed, faction fights and 

quarrels almost at an end, education advancing, and a 

strong foundation being laid for the erection of a right
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glorious social edifice, not established like those of 

England and the United States on the labour of slaves and 

the plunder of nations'

James Haughton felt it right not to sell any grain for purposes 

of distillation a practice which was to be followed also by the 

prominent English Quaker Joseph Sturge.®*^- The number of 

breweries continued to fall. This related partly to the 

economic difficulties of the decade and in a highly competitive 

area only those who could organise successfully on the necessary 

and highly capitalised scale would survive.

The pressures towards amalgamation are revealed in the next 

step of the evolution of the Pim Brewery, In September 1841 

Henry Pim, a son of James,the founder of the firm^entered into 

partnership with John Jameson at the Jameson bowery at 28, North 

Anne Street.®"^ Porter appears as one of the products the new 

partnership produced.®® There is no evidence to show that Pirns 

had not also manufactured porter. John Jameson also owned the 

Bow Street Distillery nearby. The two concerns were to remain 

separate but existing balance books indicate some degree of 

financial liason. The partnership may have contributed to the 

cost effectiveness of the two establishments in some way. The 

capital of the new partnership was Jtl6,000®'‘’ divided equally 

between Pim and Jameson. The value of the brewery was recorded 

as £5,000.'^'^’ The greater part of the capital was tied up in 

debts, malt, grain, hops, horses, drays and barrels.””
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Pim and Jameson had an export trade. They appointed agents 

in Liverpool, London and Vales. Unfortunately it is not 

possible to quantify this trade from the balance book. One 

presumes that such figures would be included under the income 

from dealers.®^ But it is most likely that their trade was 

primarily a dainestic one at this period. Monthly averages 

calibrated with government returns of malt consumption suggest 

that the Pim and Jameson share of the market was very small. 

But throughout this period coinciding with the famine there is 

no significant sign of any upturn in their sales although it is 

noteworthy that the number of licensed victuallers recorded in 

Dublin had shown a consistent, even spectacular rise from 859 in 

to 1,202 in 1849.^^ Some change in consumption patterns 

is indicated. Public drinking places were probably, in modern 

parlance, having to create a 'new image' for themselves in the 

face of teetotal prejudice, and legislation probably created 

more controlled outlets for alcohol.

The death of John Jameson and the appointment of Henry Pim 

as a trustee'^^' in effect marks the end of any connection between 

Dublin Quakers and the brewing industry. The death led to a 

number of changes and after a review of the business the capital 

of the firm was increased to £35,000 of which Pim held 2/5ths at 

il4,000 and the Jameson family 3/5ths at £21,000.^^ The 

trustees appointed Boyle, Low and Pim, a firm in which Henry 

Pirn's brother James was a partner, to be stockbrokers for the
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brewery.-*® Jameson and Pirn were now poised for the Increase 

beer sales and in exports which was about to begin nationally.
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62. MM I I  Â  1 2 . i . 1 8 1 8 ;  MM I I  Â  1 2 . i . 1819.
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CHAPTER V SECTION I

TABLES A AND B

DISTILLATION OF SPIRITS IN 
IRELAND FOR 114 YEARS 
FROM 1723 - 1837

1723 133,733
30 134,748
40 239,811
50 598,546
60 225,217
70 801 ,174
80 1,229,416
90 2 ,926,795

1800 3,621,498
10 6,412,625

20 4,636,192
30 9,208,538
37 11,809,603

Table extracted from Statistics (with 
some additions) given in evidence before 
a Select Committee of the House of 
Commons on Public Houses - by James 
Haughton Esq.
TO BE FOUND IN JOURNAL QF THE DUBLIN 
STATISTICAL SOCIETY^I  ̂ V o l .I including 
Pt.I. Jan, 1855 to Pt . VII Oct. 1856) 
pp. 39-52. Read before the Society 
December 18, 1854.



CHAPTER V SECTION I

FIGURES RELATING TO THE NORTH ANNE STREET BREWERY

DEALERS 30,VIth mth. EXCISE HOPS
of each year PAYMENTS

£6,431.10,11 1342 2633 1029

£8,685.18.8 1843 3596.12,6 1741,10,

£9,720.7,2 1844 3383,3,3 2040

£10,804.7.6 1345 N.G, 2490

£10,796,18,11 1846 3903,8.3 1701

£11,001.5.5 1847 4084,6,6 358.1.

£11,110.9.3 1848 3777,16,0 549.18.

£10,150.8.11 1849 3520,6,0 1852.10.

£10,009.8.6 1850 1091,2,1 536

EXTRACTED FRQH THE BALANCE BOCK 1341-1905 BOW STREET BREWERY

MALT
STOCK

CASKS HDRSES 
5c DRAYS

BEER

4680 1701.15, 360,3,6 2035.12.6 470.10,9

3724.13, 2000 423,7. 2617.11.6 969.4.3

6455.12.6 2000 433,12, 2375.15.9 1536,13,10

7255.10. 2000 400 2236.10. 3793,8,3

6193.10. 2000 400 2530 3362,4,10

13426.17.6 2000 400 3177.18.9 4619,16,7

8850 2000 400 2949.6.3 5381,13,9

9759 1950,9,11 350 2665,2,9 5983.3.4

3819.3. 1600 300 2527.17,9 N.G,

BREWERY VALUED AT £5000 The Bow Street Figures in Table
STATIC VALUATION above are listed under debtors -

could these be income or fixed 
assets? - One presumes that a 
variety of income is intended 
since the figure is cumulative.



CHAPTER VI SECTION I
FABLE D; FIGURES FOR CONSUMPTION OF MALT C A L C U L A T E D  FROH PIH BREWERY F I G U R E S  AND C A L I B R A T E D  WITH G O V E R N M E N T  AND G U I N N E S S

F I G U R E S  I3A1-50
Dub l i n  F i gures for C o n s u m p t i o n

of Malt
F i gures bel ow are those Years G o v e r n m e n t  Fi g u r e s N orth Anne St. Brewery
prepared by S. Lee for his Ref erred (B u s h e l s )
account MONEY AND BEER IN to Bushels C o n v e r t e d  to Bushels Bar rels
IRELAND EHR . Vol.XIX No.l in P.P. Ba r r e l s  of Beer
April 1966, pp. 133-194
He has retained the year 41-42 437629 268814 21144 10572 This use of the
number of the parliamentary E x c i s e  Fig u r e  - Duty
paper - as did VAIZEY, LYNCH 42-43 497338 248919 26116 13058 Pa i d  - of cour s e
from whose book he extracted to Vlth mth t takes no a c c o u n t  of
the Guinness figures. 43-44 521982 260991 13648 9324 o ther factors as

no excise figure beer in hand, malt
Guinness Figures for National 44-45 630505 315252 7200 3600 in stock, etc. -

Production Production of Beer but seems a
F igures calculated by J. Lee 45-46 723537 361768 29124 14562 r e a s o n a b l e  basis

from Parliamentary <in the a b s e n c e  of
Papers 46-47 613006 306503 29508 14752 . o ther evid e n c e  to

Barrels Barrels e v a l u a t e  the scale
47-48 621300 310650 27212 13606 of the b r e w e r y ’s

1847 101000 732000 b u s i n e s s .
1BA7-8 96000 617000 48-49 620496 310248 21216 10608
1849 90000 640000
1850 94000 602000 49-50 {582832 291416) 5967 2983
1851 100000 582000 {465975 232987} to IXth mth. to IXth mth.

Bot t o m  figures are a v e r a g e s  
P a r l i a m e n t a r y  Papers used to assemble for 9 mon t h s  to a gree with
Dublin Figures of Malt Comsumption the "Brewery" m o n t h s
1841 (m 254. ) XXVI.191 Rates of duty The Pim B r e w e r y  figures have been prepared from the North Anne Street
1842 (m 166. ) XXXIX.507 found in pp. Vols balance Book 184 1 - 1 9 0 5  (PROI 10Q7/B110 4 of 5). The br e w e r y  figures
1843 (m 135. ) LII.193 I i II 1870 1-82.82 for exci s e  we r e  E.S.D. It was n e c essary to c onvert these f i gures to
1844 (m 121. ) XLV.141 -11 XX 193-377. bushels of ma l t  on the basis of 10/10.5 DUTY FOR 4 BUSHELS. It was
1845 (m 137. ) XLVI.449 13th Report of then n e c e s s a r y  to a v e r a g e  these figures out on a m o n t h l y  b asis since
1846 (m 136. ) XLIV.353 the C o m m i s s i o n e r s the b r e w e r y  A C C O U N T I N G  YE A R  ran from 7th to 6th M O N T H  OF EACH YEAR.
1847 (m 154.) LIX.299 of Inland R e v e n u e In this way, it was p o s s i b l e  to c a l ibrate the r e s u l t i n g  f i g u r e s  for
1847-8 (m 101. )LVIII.429 barrels wit h  G o v e r n m e n t  returns. A barrel was c a l c u l a t e d ,  as Lee
1849 (m Ill) L.285 had done, at the rate of 2 bushels of malt to a barrel.
1850 (m 154. ) LII.367 N.B. G overnment f i gures were
1851 (174. ) LIII.225 c alcu l a t e d  Oct. to Oct . each year!



Ci lAPThT? V

SECTION 2

DUBLIN QUAKERS IN TEXTILE RELATED INDUSTRIES

I66Q - 178Q

This account deals primarily with the textile related 

industries for it was on the basis of industries and activities 

related to the distribution and use of textiles that many Irish 

quakers were able to build up their wealth. A similar pattern 

has been observed in relation to the English quakers.'

Accepting that many of the first quakers in Ireland were 

attracted by the commercial possibilities offered consequent on 

the Cromwellian settlements and that many of them came to the 

country with a degree of capital for investment in business, it 

is noticeable that many of them were involved in industries 

related to wool and textiles. The Cattle Acts of 1667 which had 

effectively destroyed the export of live stock had however left 

open the way for an increasing export of wool.

Typical of the quakers who were involved in the opening 

opportunities for such a woolen export was the career of Joseph 

Pike of Cork. His father had been a soldier in Cromwell's army
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and received a portion of land in County Cork in payment for his 

military service.^ Joseph Pike entered the wool selling 

business with a capital of about £3. He started selling wool to 

his brother-in-law in England and eventually went into 

partnership with another quaker, William Alloway. On his 

marriage he supplemented his capital with his wife's marriage 

portion and joined his brother Richard in a linen-draper's shop 

in Cork, a draper's shop of such kind then being considered a 

novelty. He was also involved with his brother-in-law Henry 

Vheddon in exporting serge to Holland, Flanders and other 

destinations. This trade Pike states to have been taken 

'wholely away' by the English^ Parliament although it has been 

suggested by commentators that the effects were not totally 

disadvantageous.® Pike like others was stimulated to move into 

the area of exporting woollŝ n yarn. Such an export was to prove 

the foundation of many a -t > - .

Similarly Anthony Sharp, another quaker, settled in Dublin 

in 1669 and by 1674 was writing of 5,000 stones of wool bought, 

2,000 more expected and 2,000 ready for shipment. His profits 

enabled him to enter the field of woollen manufacture and by 1680 

he employed 500 men. ̂

The qualities of enterprise and entrepreneurship were 

however qualified by the effects of the quaker discipline. 

Merchants and manufacturers of all classes were encouraged to 

submit their dealings to processes of mutual review in the
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presence of God. These procedures negatively ensured that 

nothing would be produced that might satisfy the needs of 

superfluity and vain fashion. But positively, they guaranteed 

the quality of quaker products. At the Half Yearly Meeting of 

1702 Friends were encouraged to see that linen goods would be 

made, ' substantial... and good for the use, designed in goodness, 

weight and measure!® Such procedures no doubt contributed to 

the prosperity of quakers when people understood that they would 

not be cheated and would get well produced products.

From the beginning of the quaker community in Ireland the 

linen trade contributed considerably to the wealth of the 

Friends. At first the trade had not been extensively developed 

but by the beginning of the eighteenth century a nexus of linen 

interests revolved around the families of Hoojj’jp Strettell, 

B.-jclay, Forbes etc.^ A number of these families, all of which 

shared ties of marriage, had extensive and intimate connections 

with Northern linen weavers to whom they were able to provide 

credit on a limited basis and who were able to build up capital 

on the basis of larger and longer credits derived from the 

English and foreign export t r a d e . T h e  family and maniage 

connections reinforced confidence and trust. Together with the 

structures of a common religious life this tended towards the 

maintenance of capital in families sharing one trade.

The year 1711 saw the establishment of the Linen Board which 

was to give a fillip to the linen manufacture as a whole.
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Friends were cooly disposed to this institution, although 

whether this was because of a suspicion of a governmental 

institution, or the nature of its management structure, or

simply because they felt able to operate on their own is not 

possible to determine. Friends were certainly advised to be on 

their guard against people who might give an appearance of

interest in quaker meetings as a way of insinuating themselves 

into the confidence of the trustees of the Board.’’

The continued expansion of the linen manufacturing industry 

was followed by its appearance in new areas of the country. The 

pattern was reflected in the migration of a number of Northern 

and Drogheda quaker weavers to Newport in County Mayo.’^ The

move was not approved by the Yearly Meeting and had apparently

been stimulated by the invitation of a Colonel Pratt to settle 

on his lands t h e r e . A  distinct advantage was perhaps 

envisaged by the Colonel in obtaining tenants who would be able 

to improve the economic life of the area and also be reliable in 

paying their rents and fulfilling their obligations. The colony 

was not a sucess and the Half-Yearly meeting had to help them 

out on several occasions with money, provisions and supplies of 

yarn. '"* They eventually had to move into the County of Roscommon 

where besides having a better prospect of success they would be 

nearer to the Moate Friends who would be able to channel aid to 

them and assist in the nurture of their spiritual as well as 

their economic life. The action of Friends in helping a
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particular colony in this way was unique and such an experiment 

does not appear to have been repeated,’-̂'

Most exports of linen were channelled through Dublin which 

was a natural centre for trade, The development of the linen 

trade led to the emergence of the new class of linen drapers, 

through whom, as Professor Cullen remarks, 'the bulk of linen 

shipments (were) effected in the early days of the linen 

industry’’̂  and who also, 'carried on a business of rather 

modest proportions on their own account*. He instances Samuel 

Vatson, a quaker, as a typical dealer having goods to value of 

£730 in his shop, perhaps £1,681 owed to him by his Irish 

customers and evidence of contacts in Philadelphia, London,

Bristol and Manchester.’̂

The demand for bay yarn in England continued to stimulate 

production in the Midlands and in the Southern portions of the

country. The midlands traditionally had been famous for the

breeding of the sheep that produced the most suitable wool for 

bay y a r n . M a n y  quakers organised its weaving. Among families 

noticeable in this activity were the Pims of Mountmellick and 

Mountrath. A large proportion of the yarn produced was exported 

to their fellow quakers in Norwich, the Gurneys.’® It was

assumed that in 1767 there were 40 manufactures in Norwich who 

were worth £20,000 each.^*^ By 1771 the yearly amounts being 

handled through Yarmouth, its nearest port, was working out at 

3,200 packs or approximately 54,892 ^ee*b A composite
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account of a few years later suggests that 2,016 packs or (on 

the same basis) 34,581 great stones were handled . The big 

incomes implied in such exports would have made useful 

aquisitions of Quaker capital for later investment in Irish 

manufacturing industries in the midlands. The export of bay yarn 

was to remain substantial until the 1780's. In a Report from 

the Grand Committee of Trade in 1782, the quaker Joshua Pim who 

operated from Dublin supposed that the export of bay yarn was 

running at an average of 119,834 great stones for the period of 

16 years ending in 1779.'^^ The figure relates to the export ex 

Dublin. Pim also stated that his father, John Pim Joshua had 

controlled one third of the total yarn export. He also supposed 

that 'the yearly average export of bay yarn from the year 1760 

to 1775 had been about 140,000 great stones' The figures he

used correspond with official returns.

Similarly the linen manufactory had prospered in the 

midlands. Under the encouragement of the Linen Board and 

numerous individuals it provided an income from weaving and 

ancillary industrial processes for a numerous class of the 

population. The Clibborns of Moate and that town itself were 

particularly indentified with the industry. The Clibborns also 

by their mar.itaX connections were involved in the merchant 

linen export business of Dublin. Robert and Abraham Clibborn 

were established at Meath Street before 1764.^'* The size of the 

Clibborn business at Clara is indicated by the premium of £10 

which Abraham won in 1763 for 84,825 yards of linen sold.
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Vhile in 1768 James and Barclay Clibborn of Moate won the 

premium for 45,264 yards sold. But the 1770's saw a recession 

in the linen industry of the midlands. A meeting in Moate was 

called in November 1773 to discuss the situation. Manufacturers 

from Clara, Tullamore, Athlone, Moate and Kilbeggan were 

present. Such a recession was to force a redis;ĵ ’ĉs».l'''̂'i of 

resources in new manufactures in the midlands.
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1780 - 1805

By 1780 there was substantial capital available for 

investment purposes in Dublin. This was already finding an 

outlet in banking and in the establishment of insurance 

companies. But, in the face of the perceived decline of

traditional linen and bay yarn industries in the midlands, with 

the demand for the cheaper cotton goods now coming on the 

market, some quakers were encouraged to experiment in the 

transfer of their resources and expertise to cotton production. 

The Bewley family in particular undertook some extensive

investment in cotton manufacturing. The absence of the Bewley

name from any connection with the bay yarn manfuacture and the 

occurrance in a 1788 Directory of the name Mungo Bewley, of 

Mountmellick as a linen and cotton manufacturer is suggestive, 

indicating the family's earlier links with linen. Another 

cotton manufactory was set up by Mungo Bewley around the year 

1780, and this time at Mountrath. It employed 100-150 people, 

and used around 21,000 pounds of cotton each year, the resultant 

yarn being supplied to the Mountmellick f a c t o r y . A  report for 

1802 states that there were 2,400 looms at work in the counties 

of Meath, Vest Meath, Kings and Queen's Counties.

Neither were Dublin merchants far behind in the cotton 

manufactory. The Dublin quaker merchants appear to have 

concentrated at first on satisfying the increasing demand for

cotton wool. Joshua Pim had noted small imports of cotton
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wool^^ but does not appear to have made any investments in the 

cotton industry. There were by 1800 perhaps 62 manufacturers of 

cotton goods in Dublin a l o n e , T h e s e  would primarily have 

distributed yarn to the weavers and would afterwards take their 

goods for sale. Whilst there was certainly a quaker involvement 

in the cotton manufacture of Dublin, the names of quakers who 

would be engaged in the employment of weavers was enough for it 

to warrant an advice to them not to detain their 'winders' for 

too long in case this would cause an already depressed class to 

lose opportunities to be getting on with the work that earned 

them their daily bread.

Among the quaker employers known to have ben involved in the 

cotton manufactury were Samuel Gamble with 50 men, Wright of 

Skinner's Row with 30 men, a producer of 'linen furniture and 

tickens', John Robinson of Bride Street, with 250 men employed, 

a manufacturer of fustians, John Cozins with 30 employed a 

manufacturer or c h e c k s . T h e r e  was also an ongoing connection 

of the quaker Barrington family with the cotton industry, 

although their traditional involvement had been with the 

chandlery and soap manufacture. At various times members of 

the family were to come under severe censure or to be disowned 

in relation to their failures in the cotton industry. A 

particular example occurred in 1796. Thomas Barrington and his 

sons were caused to stop payment. Their failure was blamed on 

interest obligations and on 'decay of trade'. The father 

accepted his own part of the blame for failing to adequately
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check the management of the money by his sons with whom he had 

recently entered a partnership.®'’ Such failures may well be 

related to the 'problems of chronic illiquidity' referred to by 

Dr. David Dickson in his study of the Dublin cotton industry.

The scale of involvement by quakers in the midlands cotton 

industry seems to have been more significant there than in 

Dublin. But one family which was eventually to become very

prominent in Dublin was a younger branch of the Pim family from

Mountmellick. Their relation with Joshua Pim or to his father 

John Pim Joshua was distant, The brothers Thomas and Jonathan 

had come up to Dubln to serve their apprenticeships around

1785^^ and by 1800 were already established in business on their 

own account.^® Their activities to some extent duplicated the 

commercial experience of the 'older' branch of the family. They 

do not appear to have derived any capital from the other branch 

and seem to have amassed their capital de novo. Indeed Joshua 

Pim died unmarried and left his great fortune to his nephew

George Pim.

Thomas Pim had finished his apprenticeship with Joshua 

Edmundson a linen draper in 1795. Initially he shared a

premises with his brother James at Grafton Street, the said

James being described as a manufacturer of poplins and 

tabinets,"^’ an aspect of the brother's business that was to 

survive. Thomas was soon joined by his brother Jonathan and by 

1804 they had made sufficient profit to buy a house at 22, South
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Villiam Street. Their letters reveal that besides their

extensive trade as general merchants they were supplying their 

co-religionists with cotton wool. Figures of fifty to a hundred 

bags of cotton wool are mentioned as being supplied."*^ Bales of 

twist were supplied to J. Beale of Mountmellick^'^ and of cotton 

wool to their cousin Anthony Pirn of the same town.^® That their 

trade was yet more extensive again is indicated by the occurance 

of the names of Deaves"*^ and Haughton^'^ of Cork. Although 

American merchants sometimes sold cotton wool direct to Dublin'*'® 

the bulk of the trade appears to have passed increasingly 

through Liverpool.
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I V  i" - 1B31

But if changes had been forced in the linen and bay yarn 

based industries so also had the role of the draper been 

redefined, or was in the process of being refined. The 

traditional linen draper had already by 1780 been forced into a 

subsidary position by the more capitalised merchants and also 

by the development of a direct Anglo-Irish trade by bleachers on 

their own account and thereby by-passing the d r a p e r . T h e r e  

were perhaps 82 linen drapers in Dublin in 1780 of whom perhaps 

only three or four were q u a k e r s . T h e  number of linen drapers 

had vastly increased by 1800 when there were 174 listed in a 

contemporary directory. Perhaps 9 of those would have been 

quakers. The number of quakers involved in wholesale exports 

linen merchants was much bigger.

If the position of the draper from tbat of the early and 

mid-decades of the eighteenth century his busines might still 

include a mixture of wholesale and retail business. By 1800 it 

would have been rare for him to have dealt in an export trade 

and was becoming rarer for him to arrange for the bleaching of 

cloth. His position was more clearly approximating to that of a 

general retailer who would be supplied by a wholesale merchant 

or importer such as the Pims. The linen merchants would have 

been better capitalised, operating as factors at the Dublin 

Linen Hall and engaged in general wholesaling and export 

activities. The merchants would often accept large commissions
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from England and other places as well as handle the goods for 

Northern bleachers. A substantial proportion of the linen trade 

was in 1800 still directed through Dublin.®^

That drapers might still handle large amounts of capital is 

indicated in the admittedly spectacular failure of Joshua 

Edmundson who had been not alone the first master of Thomas Pim 

but also prominent in the affairs of the Religious Society to 

which they both belonged. He was disowned in 1807 with debts 

amounting to £40,000.^^ A piesumably more typical example of a 

small drapery business and its progress might be found in that 

of the quaker James Webb, who came up to Dublin around the year 

1803.'^^ His father was described as a linen manufacturer or 

weaver and was was born at Loughall in the County of Armagh. 

he set up business initially in Francis Street, Dublin and 

reportedly sent most of his earnings back to his mother. By 

1805 he had married Deborah Sparrow of Vexford. The new married 

couple moved to the Corn Market and opened up a new linen 

draper's shop.

Vebb's first account book was prepared 25. xii. 1 8 0 5 . The 

practice of stock taking and the keeping of clear and accurate 

accounts was not alone good practice but was enjctn«>) by the 

quaker discipline as also was the requirement to make a will.'’® 

Vebb's stock on the completion of his first year amounted to 

Jtl,158.7.9 in shop goods of which <£302.13.1 was described as 

being in linens. His capital after eleven months in business
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happened to be £353. 1 7 . 3 . Apparently Webb determined his 

capital as being the difference between the accounts of two 

yearly stocks. Very little money was kept in the bank where it 

would not have been profitable or earning interest for him. The 

notion of capital as being the distinct purpose of a business 

did not appear to have emerged at the time, and debts, cash

money in the bank, stock, debtors and property were all 

promiscuously mixed together. On the other side all creditors 

were put together, minus a sum set aside for his next year's

stock. A yearly valuation of stock helped to correct any

inbuilt imbalances. The scale of the business permitted this 

whereas on a bigger scale as with a large manufacturing concern 

a failure to adequately make stocktaking adjustments could 

sometimes lead to serious illiquidity if not to actual 

bankruptcy.

Most of Webb's surpluses of capital came to be invested in

property and in extensions to his shop. At a later period he

also began to invest in Government stocks and in the shares of 

joint stock companies related in a practical way to his own 

business needs. In 1805 he had £107.19.8 lodged in the Bank of 

Ireland. His balance in the bank was not usually so high. Such 

lodgements were probably merely lodgements of convenience, since 

the Bank would not pay interest. In the same year he had also 

£96.2.5 in ready cash, Among the chief debts he had paid in the 

course of the year were £49.5s to Thomas and Jonathan Pim, 

£48.16.0 to J.W. Lorrimer, another linen draper, and £25.11.4 to
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J. Anderson who dealt in printed linens. One item was £66 for 

yarn 'not yet returned' to Samuel Davis, probably a relative of 

his.

Vebb's business was partly a retail and partly a wholesale 

trade. His chief debtors tended to be members of his own family 

or relatives, most being like himself quakers and linen drapers, 

in Dublin or Vexford. Such a trade as his own indicates the 

complex interrelations of business and kinship groups, and then 

at the next remove a series of further business relations 

overlapping with those and dependent on a common loyalty to the 

way of life implied in the faith and practice of the Society of 

Friends. Among relatives who dealt extensively with him were 

Deborah Sparrow and Rebecca Vebb. Some of his business was to 

be with Joshua Varing of Vaterford. There was already a family 

connection with Varing which was at a later period to be 

reinforced by the marriage of James Vebb's eldest son , Richard 

to Varing's daughter Hannah. Besides, Varing himself was a

Vexford man also.

Vebb's biggest purchase tended to be made from fellow 

quakers who would reciprocate the cycle of trust that the quaker 

discipline reinforced and would therefore be willing to allow 

such periods of credit as would be necessary. In the context of 

the linen trade his chief qualier creditors at various ties 

included J.J. Richardson, R. and F. Bell, J. and T. Uprichard 

and the Dublin Linen Hall factors Edward Clibborn, Richardson
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and Clarke, V. and J. Doyle, and J. and R. Garratt to name only 

those who were quakers. A proportion of his stock was held at 

the bleaching green. As late as 1816 he recorded that he had an 

amount of linens worth £150 at the bleaching yard, and a sum of 

£41.2.0 paid by him to John Robinson in connection with 

bleaching. Such references indicate that there was yet a 

vestigial survival of the practice of contracting out to drapers 

for the actual bleaching of brown linens.

Whilst Vebb's speciality was in linens, a proportion of his 

stock was accounted for by home produced cotton and woolen 

fabrics, or textiles of mixed materials. Some of his purchases 

involved 'furniture' which at a period before 1809 he bought 

from John Bewley, a quaker, brother to the Bewleys of 

Mountmellick, who had set up a printing works for material.*^"* 

Bewley's trade probably folded up under pressure from English 

goods, although for a while there had been a definite English 

interest in Irish printed f a b r i c s . A m o n g  firms which probably 

supplied Vebb with printed fabrics were V. and J. Orr, Duffy and 

Hamill of Ballsridge, neither of which were quaker firms. He 

probably also received wooDen goods from Milner's and Beale's, 

both quakers, involved in the manufacture of such goods in 

Mountmellick. Vebb's near neighbour in the Corn Market, Villiam 

Harding was also involved in the wholesaling of woollen goods. 

The names of some of the items in Vebb's stock give an idea of 

the range of materials that he had on his shelves. Cambrics, 

muslins, printed calicoes, furniture , stained muslims, shawls
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and handkerchiefs, thin fancy muslins, hosiery, lawns, diapers, 

ginghams, tickens, sheeting, flannel, cottoners, towels, 

dimities, bombazette, cotton twist, cut linens, fustians, to 

name but a few,

Vebb's case illustrates processes of capital accumulation, 

his careful reinvestment in his business, the numerous little 

improvements to his house, shop and property, the purchase of an 

adjoining property at a yearly fine in order to extend his 

concern. He also put aside an annual sum which appears to 

relate to his eldest son and was probably intended as the basis 

of a future investment to set up his son in business. Richard 

in his turn would pay back his father by a yearly rent for the 

property which his father had purchased for him by a sale of 

government stock. Family connections were utilised to keep trade 

going, maintain capital and occasionally for the receipt of 

payment of loans that might in the ordnary course of affairs 

become necessary.

The progress of his trade reflects wider business patterns, 

progress for the purpose of this analysis being in terms of what 

Vebb determined to be 'the progress of his c a p i t a l B y  1816 

he had become the owner of property worth £450 and consequent 

rents at Monastereven. He had bought two houses at 16/17 Upper 

Bridge Sti?et, worth, including fine and expenditure on 

improvements, £500 and £453 respectively. He might well be 

described as doing very well for himself and his family and
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retired from his business, leaving it to his son Thomas probably 

in 1831 (an entry in the account book notes a sum of £872.17.1 

transferred to Thomas in that year) while Vebb himself purchased 

Greenmount, a house at Harold's Cross, from the Pims, for a sum

of £700 in 1835.

As regards the character of James Vebb senior, he was 

described by his grandson as

'a perfect gentleman, an innocent, upright, good, simple

• of his drpnery shop,v.'e do h-^ve a dnGcri-ntion
!

Vhilst we have no direct description by his grandson Alfred of a
I

similar premises owned by his great-uncle John aC- Great Britain 

Street, 'There, his sons Thomas and Joseph and his daughters 

Hannah, Abigail and Rebecca served behind the counter. The

smell of a linen-draper's shop still recalls pleasant 

recollections and then delightful evenings at Uncle John's. How 

little surroundings affect the happiness of children - no

pictures, scarcely any books, the plainest of furniture , the

parlour behind the shop dimly lighted by two tallow candles on 

an oil cloth covered table - the love and kindness towards us 

was all suff icient'.

A contrast with such an establishment would be revealing.

BY 1809 the Pims were in possession of a palatial establishment 

at Villiam Street. If Vebb's relatives were all small drapers 

or shop keepers, whose marriage patterns tended to be 

significantly localised and with people of similar economic
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standing, the Pims were intermarried with other big merchant 

families chosen from an apparently wider territory. Their

house is described in the journal of Margaret B. Harvey in 1809. 

She was an American quakeress and apeared somewhat surprised at 

the life style of her new relatives.

' Ve spent two weeks at Thomas Pirn's in Dublin who married 

Mary Harvey, a cousin of my Edward's, William Harvey's 

daughter of Youghal. They live in great style, he being a 

great merchant. How different the merchants live here to 

those in Philadelphia. Their house is in William Street. 

It is very handsome, the hall paved with black and white 

marble, in which is an elegant stairs of Portland stone with 

iron bannisters painted green. The house is four stories 

high but the stone stairs extend only three. There are 

three large lobbies, at the top of each are large glass 

lamps besides a superb one in the hall. Beautiful mahogny 

surbase against the wall to match the bannister. The dining 

parlour hung with crimson, every article of furniture of 

mahognay. In the recesses from the ceiling to the surbase 

are mahogany cases with glass doors lined with green silk, 

in one they keep books, in another the china they use every 

day, a very good contrivance and gives withal a grand and 

elegant appearance. The drawing room is monstrous large, 

two sofas, twenty chairs, mahogany and cane are the fashion 

here - two pier tables and one other, and still looks empty.
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A turkey carpet covered all over with green baize, rich

chintz curtains. . . . '

To pay for such a standard of comfort the Pirns had built up 

a big import business in which the wholesaling of fancy goods 

played a big part. They also exported linens and cheap calicoes 

to New York. Besides their use of money in that trade they 

occasionally entered other ventures as in 1814 when they 

invested money in a woolen drapery wholesale business owned by 

William Robinson who was probably a kinsman.^" But the import 

of raw cotton direct from New York and via Liverpool remained 

central to all their business activities. They often helped 

capitalise their cotton manufacturing customers with raw 

materials and by the provision of credit. This involved them in 

charging higher prices to cover themselves against the risks 

involved in having their capital tied up, as Joseph R. Pim 

explained, '...the importers have to find the capital for the 

manufacturers and give them 10 months credit; they must take a 

double profit to compensate themselves for the risks'.'^’

One firm in which the matter of credit supplies was to 

become very important in connection with the Pim business was 

that of James Greenham. It is necessary to spell out some of 

the background to that firm to bring us up to the point where 

the question can be futher dealt with. The firms of Greenham 

and Pim were to be intimately tied up with each other probably 

from around 1804 on if not earlier. Greenhams were not
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quakers. James Greenham is reported as having set up a cotton 

spinning business at Roper's Rest near Dublin in 1779, but no 

mills owned by Greenham occur in a listing of mills in that 

district in Archer's Statistical Survey of 1801.^'* Nevertheless 

James Greenham's business was certainly situated at a number of 

locations congruent to the Liberties and it evidently prospered 

and expanded.

A Greenham connection with the Pim brothers occurs for the 

first time in the release of the Roper's Rest property to 

Jonathan and Thomas Pim in 1 8 0 4 . This was a period of 

increasing investment in the cotton industry. Yarn prices

were rising but the Scottish and Irish markets were seen as 

depressed and short of money. It may be that the release of

the property represented an exchange against the supply of 

goods. Interestingly enough, 1803 was the year in which John 

Bewley wet up his textile printing works at the not inaptly 

named Haarlem, also near Dublin and possibly once owned by 

another Greenham, Ambrose,^*"'

By 1808 Greenham was engaged in erecting a new cotton mill 

at Greenmount Harold's Cross, where he had possibly held some 

land already since he released an existing mill there to the 

Clonmel quaker Joshua Fayle, a miller, with a convenant 

stipulating that the water flow must not be interfered with but 

maintained for the benefit and skill of James Greenham at 

Greenville^'^ (another property North across from the Grand Canal
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at the side of the Harold's Cross property.) Gr<eiiville was to 

remain associated with the Pirns and was to include the residence 

of one of the other Pim brothers, James.

By 1809 the market had picked up after a difficult period, 

but by the end of 1810 the closure of the American ports had led 

to the oversupply of home markets leading to bankruptcies. 

However Greenham's business continued to e x p a n d . T h o m a s  Pim 

had become an asignee of the estate and effects of Elias Riky 

and Thomas Grifiths, two bankrupt cotton manufacturers who had 

conducted business at Temple Mills, Celbridge.®^ The business 

was taken over by Greenham. According to Varburton, Greenham's 

three concerns used at their height 27 tons of cotton per week, 

and employed 1,600 cotton weavers, 'principally on behalf of 

manufacturers'.®^ His production seems to have involved cords 

and the provision of threads for coarser products.

The links between Pims and Greenham were to grow stronger. 

It was commonly the case at that time that manufacturers had 

great problems with 'circulating capital'. The greater part of 

their capital was often tied up not in fixed assets but in the 

stock necessary to their business and with d e b t o r s . S u c h  a 

need for short term capital well accounts for Greenham turning 

to the Pims for assistance.

It followed that such 

merdants might be willing to make suitable accommodations of 

cash, of exchange or of goods to tide him over his temporary
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diff i c u l t i e s . T h e y  on their part could feel fairly sure of 

the safety of their transaction, by accepting the manufacturer's 

property as a collateral. Such an event occurred in 1813 when 

the Pims accepted the Greenmount property as a security for a 

mortgage to Greenham 'in order to enable him to extend his trade 

and occupation and raise a credit upon his interest in said 

premises to the amount of £5,000'.®^ Such a transaction in the 

absence of large areas of productive investment of capital could 

thus be seen as a wise outlay of money by the Pims.

A difficult period of trade was beginning as the war with 

France drew to an end.^*^ Severe depression set in. There was 

widespread unemployment and bankruptcy. Among quakers who 

went bankrupt were John Cozins, a manufacturer of ‘ c h e c k s ' a n d  

Thomas Barrington who had been described as 'being worth 

£3,000'.'^° Greenham himself went bankrupt at the end of 1814 

and to the value of £42,000.^’ The Greenmount property fell to 

the Pims who besides the other Greenham properties became 

asignees once again of the Temple M i l l s , B u t  it is apparent 

that the Greenhams continued to run the Greenmount Mill and by 

1816 it had been reassigned to them at a yearly rent of 

£450.18.2 sterling.®^ Interestingly enough in the following 

year James Greenham married a Letitia Barrington.

The year 1824 saw a visit from the English quaker James 

Cropper,-*'^ a shipowner and importer of Irish wheat and oats into 

Liverpool and of cotton from America and other places. He
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came partly to solicit help in a new scheme for a railway^"^ and 

partly to evangelise a plan to use the free labour of Ireland to 

undermine the slave system of America, help the economy of India 

and solve Ireland's unemployment in one fell s w o o p , H i s  

schemes were not enthusiastically welcomed everywhere but it did 

at least lead to the setting up of a number of committees in 

various parts of the country including Dublin and Waterford.

On the Dublin committee John Todhunter, a relative of the Pirns, 

was a c t i v e . A n o t h e r  relative, a Harvey of Cork was among 

those who welcomed him, and he stopped with James Pim of Grange 

Lodge in Mountmellick. ' He was thus able to use the network 

provided by the quaker community. Through the good offices of 

the Harveys of Limerick he was enabled to make contact with the 

politician Thomas Spring-Rice. Interestingly enough, in view

of the fact that a number of the Pirns subscribed to a proposed 

Joint-stock company formed to promote Cropper's schemes, and in 

view of the assumed powerful commercial influence of the 

quakers, his scheme was not welcomed by the Dublin Chamber of 

Commerce in which quaker opinion was so powerfully 

represented. ’ The proposed joint-stock company was opposed on 

the grounds of the monopoly implied in its far reaching aims.’'̂’'*

However, a committee which had been set up in Waterford,'®'^ 

as well as personal contacts between Cropper and the Malcomsons 

of Clonmel led to the last mentioned family undertaking the 

establishemnt of a cotton manufactury near Waterford. David 

Kal comson had little confidence in the abilities of the Cropper
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committee to get anything positive done and undertook to set up 

a business himself. the Portlaw factory of the Malcomsons was 

established in 1825 and will be further considered in connection 

with this account.

The period 1825-26 saw continuing severe depression 

involving bankruptcies and the collapse of 'inflated 

speculation'' with a drastic fall in the price of goods 

leading to the further impoverishment of the already very

depressed class of weavers. Greenham had gone bankrupt for a 

second time at the end of 1824, this time for the sum of

£15,000.’°'̂  Some idea of the nature of the Pim business in 

connection with Greenmount as well as in a wider context of

dealings with other manufacturers is suggested in the words of 

Joseph R. Pim, 'Ve sell the cotton yarn to the manufacturers and 

take their calicoes in exchange...we have formerly manufactured 

a great many oursel ves'. ’ But the words of Pim in 1826

suggest a slight sense of annoyance at the situation resulting 

from Greenham's bankruptcy and then his death. In a description 

of their trade, he refers to the situation. 'THAT arises from

the failure of the persons we had set the mills to, we are

obliged to take them in our hands; but we are not generally

engaged in manufacture. Ve have been importers of Manchester

goods for many years; we are now exporting Irish made goods to

South America. Ve import finished goods, calicoes etc. from 

Manchester'.’
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An indication of the business carried on at Greenmount is 

conveyed in an advertisement for an auction of goods in the

EiiMiii Mercantile Advertiser (13. xi. 1826). ’ A further

advertisement in the same newspaper on the 15.i.1827 details the 

extent of the Greenham properties which included 5 acres at 

Harold's Cross including a house let to a solvent tenant, the 

income from which serving to reduce the yearly rental, also 

shares in properties in Cork Street, Tenter's Lane, New Street 

and Roper's Rest. A Deed of Settlement is also mentioned in 

relation to Greenham's widow. This apparently guaranteed to her 

a jointure of £200 to be paid in connection with the Roper's 

Rest property.’’’

Such developments were to stimulate the Pims to consider 

ways of making the most profitable use of the mill over the next 

few years. Thomas and Jonathan had already purchased the Temple 

Mills property in trust for William Shaw, cotton merchant.’’̂  

Investment was generally picking up, and it has been suggested, 

perhaps two years before England.’’^ The long established 

calico firm of Duffy and Hamill which had been teetering on the 

edge of bankruptcy received a welcome dose of capital in 1828 

from the English quakers Villiam D. Crewdson, a banker, and John 

Swainson a draper of Preston. Both men had close involvement

with JosepK R. Pim and the Saint George Steam Packet Company in 

which they were big shareholders.'^ The amount of money then 

involved in the calico business was to be supplemented in 1834 

when the partner's capital was declared to be £10,000.’’̂
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Similar progress was apparent in Waterford at the Portlaw factor 

of the Malcomsons where by 1828, £80, 000 had been invested in the 

concern and 32,000 'pieces' were being produced in a week.’’®

Vhilst many of the cotton firms of Ireland produced for the 

home market there was a considerable interest in Irish calicoes 

in England and America, Spring-Rice in his speech in 1834 on

the repeal of the Union adverted to the spectacular success of

Irish calicoes in the export market as an example of how further 

benefits might accrue to Ireland under the Union if

manufacturers would use the opportunities that free trade 

offered.’’’̂ The factor of Ireland's cheap labour was seen as a

plus factor outweighing advantages enjoyed by English

manufacturers,’ Baines, a historian of the cotton industry 

referred to one particular Dublin firm that exported in '#32.

100,000 prints r

lg3o —

The thirties were to be very significant for the Pim

brothers in many ways. In 1829, Joseph R. Pirn's wife Hannah 

(nee Lecky) a recorded minister in the Society of Friends, 

died.’̂ '̂ He remarried in 1831 and took up residence at

Greenmount. ’ A re-organisation of the partnership appears to 

have been effected. Thomas and Jonathan Pim now appear in 

Dublin trade directories as 'Thomas and Jonathan Pim and

Company, merchants, cotton spinners and manufacturers'’̂ '* and by 

1835 Joseph has temporarily emigrated to Birkenhead near 

Liverpool to develop his own business concerns there and also to
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become more involved in some of the shipping concerns of which 

he had been an active promoter. Presumably he would also have 

represented the family interest in Liverpool, perhaps in the 

purchase of Manchester goods and raw cotton. Marriage was also 

in the air. To date there had been no obvious marriage links 

between the Malcomsons and Pims although there had been areas of 

shared investment in insurance and shipping companies. The 

sister George Pim, the George Pim who had inherited the

fortune of his Uncle Joshua’ ’̂'" had certainly married John 

Malcomson, ’ but that branch of the Pim family was itself 

distant from the branch with which this account chiefly deals. 

However in 1834 Rebecca, daughter of Jonathan Pim senior married 

son of David Malconson senior, a transaction that involved a 

marriage portion of £2,000 and an annuity of £200 per year.’̂ ^

In addition to the re-organisation of the partnership the 

Pims also resolved to update the premises and expand its 

capabilities by installing power looms. Previous to this they 

had employed as many as 300 weavers.’^® The power-loom had been 

known since 1806 but had not been much used.'^-’ Baines reports 

' In England the great increase took place during the years of 

speculation; and comparatively few power-looms were built 

betwixt that time and 1832. But in 1832, 1833 and the former 

part of 1834, the trade has been so rapidly extending; many 

mills have been built and many spinners have added power-looms 

to their spinning mills'."^’ In this connection it has been 

suggested with a slightly different emphasis, that in the 1820's

-  406 -



and 1830's depression in the spinning branch of the industry, 

'seems to have helped to induce a large volume of investment by 

spinners in power-loom weaving. The object of this investment 

seems to have been to combat the cost-price squeeze in spinning 

by creating integrated spinning-weaving firms.

While there were 85,000 such looms in use in England in 1833 

and 15,000 in Scotland’ they were scarcely known in Ireland, 

perhaps for the very reason that Irish labour was so cheap, a 

factor that might inhibit any substantial investment in costly 

machinery. ’ It had not been uncommon, as we have already seen 

for both Greenhams and Pims to employ both weavers and spinners. 

There were however numerous advantages to have all the processes 

of manufacture combined in one area. The manufacturer was 

thereby enabled to adapt more rapidly to demand and to cut down 

on the costs and delays involved in dealing with a variety of 

other manufacturers. The power loom could also be easily

adapted to the production of other textiles, as the Pims were 

later to prove when improved spir.nlng methods for flax were to 

encourage them into linen weaving. The new system enabled the 

manufacturer to bring together his workers in one place where 

they could be readily overseen. The use of machinery enabled 

the production of more with a smaller labour force.

The Pims like their quaker brethrf n the Malcomsons, had seen 

the advantages of the power l o o m . A g a i n  like them they 

provided a colony of cottages for their workers. These were
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available sometimes at a small rent and sometimes, presumably, 

as part of their wages. Gardens were also made available at a 

small rent.’^^ Such social conditions must have been a definite 

improvement for many weavers who lived in poverty and 

destitution.''^® But the cheapness of labour which made an 

i n v e s t i ^ i n  their case desirable was also a powerful 

instrument in the profitability of Irish companies. Allied with 

this and in combination with Improved communications Dublin 

manufacturers were able to maintain a competitive cutting edge 

in the export market. At the period 1834 there were reportedly 

7 mills in Dublin employing 185 men, 230 women and 95 children. 

A specific figure for the Greenmount mill is not available. ’

By 1839 the number of factories was much reduced. In the

returns of James Stuart, the factory inspector in whose district

the Greenmount premises were situated, there is but one factory 

listed. This was probably Greenmount. It then employed 99 

young persons (betwen the ages of 13 and 18). The Report only 

referred to young persons. The concern had available for its 

use s t e a m - o f  25 h. p. and water power also of 25 h.p. with

the total power employed listed as 40 h.p. Lewis in both

editions of his Topographical Dictionary gives a further and 

slightly different breakdown on the power involved when he 

speaks of the factory's water wheel as providing 20 h.p. to 

power 100 power looms and 6,000 spindles.'^’ The house-books 

used in relation to the valuation of the same year of 1847 do 

not specifically mention steam-power at all but calculate the

-  408 -



water power used at 25 h.p. for 9 months and 12 h.p. for three 

months. They further Inform us that the factory employed 5,000 

mule spindles and 2,000 throstles with a total valuation for 

land and buildings of £293.4s. The water wheel itself is

described as 22V̂  feet in diameter and 11 feet broad, revolving 

4^ times in a minute and with a fall of 19 feet.’'“ '̂ In

comparison with this, the Malcomson concern at Portlaw was a 

much bigger concern altogether, having in 1847 also three large 

waterwheels and three steam engines with a total horse-power of 

300 h.p. employing 1,000 people and with a weekly wage bill of 

in the region of £ 6 0 0 . The trade of the Pims was perhaps not 

so prosperous for them from 1838 on. Besides a general national 

depression the Pim Brothers had been involved in numerous

difficulties in connection with the St. George Steam Packet 

Company and with the Commercial and Agricultural Bank. Jonathan 

Plm senior died in 1 8 4 1 . He left a legacy of £10,000 but the 

only way in which it could be made available was by a 

redistribution of the shares which he had in various joint stock 

companies.’"*® This would indicate perhaps some of the 

difficulties.

By 1841 Jonathan Pim junior, son of Thomas Pim was emerging 

into the prominent position in the management of the family

firm. An old army barracks had been acquired in South Great

Georges Street. The premises was to be developed before long 

into a large retail store, itself an entirely novel idea. The
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premises was used as an extensive store for linen and Manchester 

goods.

The Pirns understood the needs of their manufacturiag 

enterprise at Greenmount and had shown themselves very astute in 

redistributing their resources in new ways each tioie to meet new 

circumstances in external trade conditions. Jonathan Pim Junior 

gives an account of the entrepreneurial abilities that might be 

required to keep a business properly running. The description 

might well be applied to themselves, '...it became impossible 

for the manufacturers of Ireland to contend with those of

England, unless they also embarked large capitals and consented 

to devote the same close attention to business. To conduct a 

large manufactory with success requires capital, intelligence, 

unremitting attention and industry. Few persons in the South of 

Ireland possesing those requisites have been willing to

undertake a business involving so much labour, and requiring so

large an Investment of capital; which being sunk in buildings

and machinery could be made available by the successful working 

of the concern.’*®

The shape of the Greenraount firm at this time is suggested 

in an account in Robert Kane's book, ' Industrial Resources of 

Ireland published in 1848. He explains that the material for 

his account has been derived 'from a factory for spinning and 

weaving cotton...which is situated near one of the large cities 

of the Eastern C o a s t * . W h i l s t  an identification the
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Greenmount concern cannot be considered conclusive, it is very 

likely. Kane's factory, used both steam and water power. Its 

steam engines produced 25 h.p. and a breast wheel to use water 

when available. It used £11,177.9.6 value of cotton wool 

imported from Liverpool, each year. Freight to Ireland amounted 

to £332.5s; 273 people were employed. 1,659 tons of coal were 

used costing £901 and the value of articles manufactured 

amounted to £24,099.17s. Put in other terms the value of 

articles manufactured amounted to 46.4%, carriage 1.4%, wages 

20.0% and fuel 2.7%. Again^ favourable Irish wage costs 

continued to outweigh the cost advantages of their Lancashire 

competitors with their easy access to supplies of cheap fuel 

and of course cotton wool.

In addition to the business which Pirns maintained at 

Greenmount, the firm continued also in the production of 

poplins, the tradition for which had long existed in Dublin.

At the Irish Industrial Exhibition of 1853 Pirns presented a 

display which featured examples of silk based goods designed and 

manufactured by them. Ve are told that specimens included 

•plain watered tartan, fancy, rich figures brocaded tissue, 

poplins, poplin robes, glace silks, rich velvets etc.' Out of 

seventeen firms exhibiting at the exhibition perhaps eight were 

English. ’ Pirns themselves employed 150 people in the poplin 

manufacture by 1864.’^° In the paper from which that figure is 

derived a number of persons are also listed as employed at 

Stratford-on-Slaney,’ a site long associated with cotton and



silk manufacture. It would seem that by 1864, Pirns also owned 

that place.

Much of the Pim export business was conducted with New York. 

They had also an office at Noble Street,’-'̂ London. Joshtia E. 

Todhunter, the brother-in-law of Jonathan Pim junior handled the 

Plm business in New York.’ "̂̂  It is not possible to quantify the 

business done there but individual transactions referred to in a 

series of letters passing between Frederick Pim'^'“ and his 

father Jonathan would suggest that the amounts were 

considerable. The Pim export trade to New York included coarse 

cotton goods manufactured at Greenmount, poplins and also 

quality damasks and brown and other linen goods, part of which 

were manufactured and prepared at their f a c t o r y . S o m e  of the 

business involved the commissioning of particular lines which 

required a close attention to the market and a corresponding 

quick and constant transmission of information.

The American Civil war of the 1860's was a cause of much 

anxiety to the Pims, as well as to the Malcomsons. It was to 

lead to the drying up of an important source for raw cotton. 

Somewhat paradoxically for a quaker Todhunter anticipated a big 

military demand for Greenmount cotton goods which might help 

boost a flagging demand. In addition to a dearth of cotton 

there were severe restrictions of credit in America which made 

it desirable to transmit goods in lieu of the usual financial 

methods. Such difficulties were to be major contributory
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factors to the demise of the 'Malcomson empire'. The Malcomsons 

failed to diversify into new areas of textile production in the 

way that the Pims were to do. And the trade difficulties 

signalled by the decline in demand for cotton goods, whilst they 

appeared disastrous to contemporary eyes were ultimately to 

trigger a revival in demand for Irish made linen-goods. The 

same difficulties also provided an opportunity for another 

quaker firm to experiment with the spinning of jute imported 

from India. The Goodbodys of Clara, who initiated the 

experiment were related to the Pims but had not been involved in 

cotton production. Their new industry concentrated on the 

production of s a c k s . L i k e  the Pims it proved once again that 

adaptability to new trends would lead to survival against all 

odds. Indeed one of the letters sent home to Jonathan Pim 

junior by his son already referred to new building developments 

at the Greenmount factory building.’^’’ And the firm was to 

continue in existence down to this century, with examples of its 

linens to be seen as far away as Canada, where they graced the 

tables of carriages of the Canadian Pacific.’^® The powers of 

the Pims to survive can be attributed not a little to the quaker 

values in which they were nurtured, as also to their own native 

intelligence and the opportunities to constructively and 

carefully use their capital resources.
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C H A P T E R  V S E C T I O N  II

A p p e n d i x  C (i)

B a l a n c e  Dr 1805 C o n t r a  l̂ r 180 5

To a m o u n t  of s h o p  g o o d s 1 1 5 8 . 7 . 9 By W. C o u r t n e y  due
T o do. mem. b oo k d e b t s 36.9 .5 of him 2 1 . 1 6 . 0
To do. Day bo ok  d e b t s 9 6 . 1 1 . 3 By R o b e r t  Pim  & Co. 6 . 1 .3
T o F. D a v i s  6c S o n s  due By R o b e r t  P im  & Co. 4. 4.0

of th e m 5 . 1 1 . 6 By T. M i l n e r  &. Co. 1 3 . 3 . 8
To R e b e c c a  W e b b 2 6 . 1 1 . 8 By T . Ml 1ner & C o . 2. 15 . 7
To Jno. B a ker 14.7 .4 By Pat Nei I 1 & C o . 2 2 . 1 6 . 0
To R. W e b b 5. 9.0 By J. M c L o r r i n a n 4 8 . 1 6 . 0
To E . I r wi n 1.1.0 By S . B o x w e 1 i 6 . 1 6 . 7
To Bd. F a l i o o n l ? ) 14.0 By T . & J . Pim 4 9 . 5 . 0
To D . S p a r r o w 39 4. 1 4 .4 By 7 F 1 t z s i m o n 2 5 . 2 , 3
To Jno. C o z i n s 3.1 7. 4 By A n d . D o r a n 1 3 . 1 0 . 2
To A . Me Av  oy 2 2 . 1 2 . 1 By W . B . B a a r d e n  Co . 2. 9. 5
To P . B y r n e 9 . G By S a m u e l  D a v i s 1 9 . 0. 1 1
To B i l l s  r e c e i v a b l e 2 3 5 . 1 5 . 1 1 By M . M c S o r 1ey 2 6 . 1 0 . 1 1
To Bank of I r e l a n d 1 0 7 . 1 9 . 8 By 0 ' Br len 4>. M e a d e 6 . 1 9 . 6
T o C a s h  in H a n d s 9 6 . 2. 5 By J n o . L y n c It 6 . 1 9 . 6
To a m o u n t  f u r n i t u r e  and By Jno. C a f f r e y 1 1 . 12 . 7
i n t e r e s t  in my c o n c e r n 2 8 0 . 0 . 0 By E . A l l e n 2 0 . 9 . 1

By J. A n d e r s o n 2 5 . 1 1 . 4
By Ed N e w s o m 1 3 8 . 1 2 . 1 1
By B i l l s  p a y a b l e

b e i n g  u n p a i d  1 5 9 4 . 2 . 8
S . Da vi s ,  y a rn  not
r e t u r n e d  and s old  6 6 . 0 . 0  

8y s t o c k  for my
nex t s t o c k  3 5 3 . 1 5 . 8

£ 2 , 4 8 7 . 1 2 . 1 £2 ,487 ,12.1
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Append!x C (i i )

B a 1 a nee D r 1824.xii.25 Contra Cr 18 24

To shop goods 2495.12.7
Balance due of himl?) 37.11.0
R .D . Webb 33.10.0
J s . K e ga n 15.1.1
National Insurance

2 shares 50.10.0
To premium on same 5.0.0
Patriotic Insurance

10 shares 100.0.0
Hib. Gas Co. 100.0.0
Premium on same 100.0.0
Fs. Woodcock 28.14.5
6 mos interest 14.0
J o n P i k e  2.1.11
Henry Smith .75 yrs rent 22.10.0
N. Bank due me 126.9.5
A. Gillan & Co. 174.2.2
Day Book debts _ _ _

9
S. McDonnell 4.15.7
He n . White 1.5.4
S . E v e s  4.9.11
H . P e r r y  5.5
R. Waddell contd.

on other side 
Jno Webb 5.19.6
Js. 0'Brien 6.5
J s . Davison 2.0.0
Sam Smith 
amount next page

Thos Gooche 
Jno Waring 
Wm Neale 
McCaff rey

D. Sparrow due her 
D . Moore & C o .
Day Book debts 
D. Hutton 9.6.0

Ga r d i ne r &. 
Chambers &

6.14 
6.12 
Co . 
Co .

W . &. J . Doy 1 e 
R . Cl ibborn 
W. Midgeley 6c
G . Ml 1ner
P . Magrane 
Shaw &. Carroll 
Wa 1 dron &: Co .
H. Littlewood 
Jo. Gibson 
Richardsons 
Dawson & Reid 
Richardson &: 
Jno Smith 
Fitz. & ?

37
2

34
36
3

48
19

. 13.8

.5.1

. 12.6

.16.0

.5.3

.9.6

. 6.10

11
3

Sons

22 
65 

305 
24 
4 

31 
4 

30 
48 
50 
44 
1 

11
Clarke 10 

3

.13.2

.14.1

.1.5

.16.6

.17.6

.3.0

.7.11

.2.7

.18.7

.6.1

.19.7

.14.0

.10.1

.7.5

.18.0

.3.4

Carried forward £ 3312.5.6 Carried Forward £863.58
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Append!X C (i i i )

18 2 4 Ba1ance Dr 1824 Contra Cr

£3312.5.6 
6.18.8 
3,10.0 

6 . 3 
0 . 0 
2 . 10 
10.8

0
6
3

To amt. forward 
Sam Smith 
M . Powe11 
R .D . Webb 
0. Willans 
R . Waddell 
Js. Waddell 
To Amt. Govt.Stock

£2 , 700 4% Qi £107 2889.0.0
To Amt. £1000 3.5%

a £100 1010.0.0
To 3 mos.interest

on f ormer 2 7.0.0
To 6 mos. on latter 17.10.0
To amt on horse &. car 50.0.0
To int. in Monasterevan 300.0.0
To int. in 16 Upr.

Bridge St. 500 
To int. in 15 Upr.

Bridge St. 250 
Expended on do 316
Expended in 1823 7 2

To amt.furniture 
To amt.English bills 
To amt. Bills Rd.
To cash in hands 
To cash in old 

currency 
To W. Woodcock 
To S . Gant 1ey (7)
To Geo Tay lor 
To Bill Tobin

1131.0.0 
200 .0 .0 
107 .12.6 
60.0 . 0

57.1
13
15.0 
7 . 10 
6 , 8

By aiiit . forward 863
J . Cowper 1
J. & R .  Garratt 2
M ■ Powe11 7
A. G i l l a n & C o .  20
Pims 17
McCulla fit Prieu(7)

do 1
U.Wiilans 3-
By Lisburn 5,
By Bills payable 
Jno.Pike Imo 10 200 

2mo IG 67
3mo 6 5 8.5,

325

5 . 8 
4 . 6 
12 . 0 
0 . 7 
0.0 
17.10 
l A .0 
17.0 
3 . 0 
0.0

1
5 . 1

2 . 6 
4.10

By cash ..of stock
taken 2 7

P . McEvoy D .B . 16
R . 7ynd. for .25 yr .

rent 5.9.4 
G. Milner omitted

D .B . 16.4.10
By Nolan &. Taafe 5.9.4
By stock for

balance 7866.5.3

£9 ,190 , 18 . 9 £9,190.18 . 9
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1839 Balance Dr 1839 Contra Cr

To amt.of shop goods 2408.0.0 By E d w . Allen 125,4.0
To G o v . stock 2000 .0.0 E . Boar dman 157.3.6
To interest 8.15.0 V . Boy 1e & C o . 89,11.0
2 steam packet shares 220.0.0 W. &: J. Barcroft 29,12.6
2 scrips 103.0.0 T. Broadbent &. Co. 33.1.6
2 Glasgow shares 90 . 0 . 0 Wm .Allen &. Bro. 31.19.0
National Insurance 64.0.0 P . & r. Bat ema n 1.18.6
Patriotic Insurance 108 .0.0 T. ik. J. Pirn & Co. 110 . 10 . 1(
United Gas 4 6.0.0 A . Henry 130.17.2
Greenmount 700 .0.0 Pick, McClure & Co. 50.14.6
Gt.Brunswick St. 1150.0.0 fowend &. Hickson 58.17.0
To rent due by R.D.W. 23.0.0 McLaren 6. Abercorn 48.11.0
Int. in Bridge St. 1050.0,0 Ferrier Pollock
F urniture 150.0.0 &. Co . 31.13.0
John Thompson 9.2.0 J . 01 dham & C o . 34.1.9
James Heartley 10.13.6 George Gray & Son 32.0.6
Rebecca Eves 10.6.1 A. Lindsay & Co. 23.9.0
Anti Slavery 6.6.1 Joseph Dawson 24.17.0
N . Bank 132.5.0 C . &. J . Cumi skey 7.12.0
Edw. Madden 2.12.5 Goodier Krauss
S . & E . Boardman 1.1.8 6c Co . 6.11.3
Patrick Whelan 1.18.9 J. &. N. Phelps 14,2.0
Vicars Boyle &. Co. 2.4.1 J . &. B . Pearson 5.7.0
W m . Whelan 10.4 James Mu 11en 15.15.0
T . D . Gregg 13.10 Kelsall 5c
W.H. Beardwood 7 . 7 Ba r 1 1emo re 7.0.0
To cash in hands 107.11.11 Cockran fit

Humphreys 4.6.3
R. E. Tyndall 1.1.0
Wm. Webb 27.0.0
Ring & Craig 19 . 3
W m . A. Hayes 11.6
Rents due 74.0.0
Greenmount 42.6.3
J . H . Webb 580 .0.0
By Stock 6, 605 . 14 . 1.

£8 ,406.8.2 £8 ,406.8.2

R e f ; James Webbs' Account Book 
25.x i i .1805-1839 
M/s.Cup.B.7. D.r .H .L .
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Joshua Clibborn 
1665-1727 

m .
Sarah Lecky

(C L l/SiSoAri/)

James --
17Q9-1782 

m .
Exper ience 
Bare lay

John Clibborn 
1697-1754

Sarah 
1724-1812 

m .
John Pim

Barclay 
1739-1789 

m .
Sarah CooperI
William Cooper 

1768-1847 
m .

Alice Simmons

il-t Oc I't)

Jane 
1728- 

m .
Tobias 
Pim 

(Fancrof t )

Abigail 
m .

Anthony
Robinson

George 
17 36-1804 

m .
E 1 izabeth 
Strettel1

John
1763-

Thomas S .

John Hoope 
1666-1705/6

m ,

Ruth Webb

Abraham
1740-

Sarah ' 
m .

Joseph
Goff

Abigail 
1688-176- 

m .
T homas 

Strettel1

Hannah 
169 3- 
m .

John
Pettigrew

Sarah
1701- 

m .
John 

Cl ibborn

Amos Strettell -- 
1657-1729 

m. ( 2 ) 
Experience Cuppage

Thomas Strettell ---- Abell
Strettel1 

m . 
Lydia 

C 1 a r i dge

1653-1697 
m .

Abigail Hoope

Anne 
1694-1771 

m .
John

Barclay

E 1izabeth 
1697- 

m .
George
Rooke

IT homas 
1699-1752 

m .
Elizabeth 
Wi1coc ks

Amos
1726-1795

Edward 
d .1780

EXper ience 
1731-1812 

m .
Moses Pim

/"S -r rt errti-L')

El izabeth * 

m .
George Clibborn

1720-

For bes 7

John Barclay (son of Robert Barclay 
1787-1751 the 'Apologist')

m .
Anne Strettell

Exper ience 
1715-

Lydia * 
17 33-

m . m .
James Clibborn Benjamin Alloway
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* Robert 
1703- 

m .
Abigai1 

Strettel1

^Alexander 
17 3 4- 

died 1818

Alexander Jaffray 
1677- 

m .
Christian Barclay

G i 1ber t 
1907- 

m .
Mary Skrene

J ames 
1717- 

(a merchant 
in Jamaica)

L

Lydia 
m .

John 
Ho 1mes 
(1inen

Christian 
1739- 
m .

T homas 
Nicho1 son

Abigail *
17 4 7 
m .

R. Hautenville

merchant) (linen
m e r c h a n t )

A 1 ex ande r 
m .

Sa11y Fay 1e

Alexander 
1781-
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John Pirn (1641-1718)

 ̂ Moses 
1664-1715 

1
John 

1688-1773 
m .

Jane 
Clibborn

Moses 
1724-1801 

m.
E xper ience

T obias 
1666-1747

John
1681-1572

Thomas
1684-1769

Joshua
1686-1749

' James 
(of Rushin)

Margaret 
1729- 
m .

John
Holmes

Hannah 
1734- 
m .

William
Walpole

-John(Joshua) 
1718-1797

* Tobias (of James Jonathan*
T a n c r o f f )  1732-1809 1741-1824

John
1752-1829

William Joseph 
? d.l806

Joshua
1748-1822

Richard
7

1726-1809 
m .

Jane

m .
Deborah

Robinson

m .
Sarah

Robinson

* Charlotte George Frederick * 
m .

Joseph 
Ma Icomson

Strettell Clibborn i
^Margaret James Thomas Anthony Jonathan

m . 1770-1849 1771-1855 1778-1841
Moses John Rcber t m . m. Joseph m .

1759--1825 1771--1851 Goodbody Huldah Mary 1787--1858 Eliz.
m 1781-1860 Wakef ield Harvey Goff

Hannah 1 11

1

• James 
Junior 

1796-1856 
m .

Eliza Hogg

Wakef ield 'James Jane * 
1767- m.

* Jonathan 
Junior

Wi 11 iam 
H.

Thomas '

John 1848 Robert 1806-1885
1800- Goodbody m , ' Joshua Rebecca '
m . 1781-1860 Susanna 1818-1878 m .

Sarah T odhunter m . John
Cl ibborn ^Jonathan Joseph W. James^ Anne Malcomson

Richardson
Henry

1803-1881
Jonathan
Greenwood
1805-1874

Richar d Sarah 
m .

Thomas
Haughton

Sarah 
1746-1832 

m .
John Grubb
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Webb

John Anne Richard M a r y James Joseph
17^6-1802

1

* Mary James John
1776-1854 1780-1873

m . m .
Deborah Mary
Sparrow Waring

Rebecca Anne Margaret I

^Joseph T hos . W . Hannah /Abigail Rebecca John J . ’

' D e b o r a h R i c h a r d T h o m a s J a m e s  H . * 
Da V i s 
Webb 

1805-1872 
m .

Hannah Waring

• A l f r e d R i c h a r d Anne Deborah

Thomas Bewley 
1719-1795

-------DO.------------------------------
John Samuel (of Rockvile)Mary Mungo Barcroft

1755-1795 1754 1764
(of Mountrath) (of Roperk Rest m.

&: Haarlem) Elizabeth
m • F ay 1 e

Anne Gough

Joseph
1795-1851

Charles 
1801-1835 

m .
Hannah 

T odhunter

Samue1 
1806-1877 

m .
Alice

Clibborn

Susanna 
1809-1882 

m . 
Samue1 
Pim

These genealogies are compiled from the superb records for 
quaker families of Ireland which were put together by Thomas 
H. Webb. The selections presented here are intended merely 
to indicate the incredible intricacy of interrelation among 
Irish quaker families. They are not intended to be taken as 
in any way comprehensive. Although chiefly determined in this 
appendix on the basis of the male line of succession, a big 
case could be made as to the importance of the female line in 
inheritance and commercial patterns in Irish quaker life.



^ T  A/ »-rtTi c *» ,\j T" # i/' iTT?
r̂-1 /*. V  * C

4 i. Thomas Pim to Jonathan Pinij Copy of letter to Benjamin 
Haughton enclosed 11.x.1806 (D. F.H. L. Pim Mss. Port 6 B.

4 . Jonathan Pim to Thomas Pim 22. ii. 1806 (D. F. H. L. Pim Mss.
Port 6 B No. 13. ,

4i. . L.M. Cullen, Anglo-IrisI^. op. cit. , pp. 108-9.

. Vilson's Dublin Directory 1780.

5 . Vllson's Dublin Directory J jO^O .

5 . Cullen^ Anglo^ Irish^ op. cit., p.108 , where the following 
percentages occur for the linen traffic through Dublin 1710 
(88%), 1750 (65%), 1780 (43%).

5 . Joshua Edmundson's disownment according to Dublin Monthly 
Meeting Minutes (MM. II. A. 16) occurred in the First Month 
1807. He had managed to create debts of £40,000.

5 .. _Autobiography of Alfred Webb (D. F. H. L. )̂  Va(. i p. 3.

5 . Ibid. p. 3,

5 . Ibid. p. 3.

5 . M S  Account Book of James Vebb^ 25.xii.1805 to 1839 
(D.F.H.L.)^ Cup B. 7. See also Appendix C with samples
from various years.

S'! . See for example Advices and Rules agreed to by the YM of 
Friends in Ireland (Dublin^1811)̂  p.20^ Dublin Advice of 174.

59. Vebb^Account Book, op. cit., 7.

. See pages 131-2 and p. 126 in S. Pollard,'‘Capital Accounting 
in the Industrial Revolution^ in F. Crouzet (ed. )̂
Capital Formation aujl th&__ ludustrial EeyQlutiQa (London,
1972).

6̂  . See Appendix C  ̂Vebb Account Book. The specific Davis 
reference occurs in 1805.

62. See Appendix I Section on Vebb family,

6J. See Cullen, Anglo-Irish^p,96 and p.109; also Conrad Gill, op,
cit., pp.249-251) refers to the Richardsons bleaching for 
drapers c. 1817,

6. . Repeal Manuscript^ op. cit., section on calico printing. 
States Bewley of Haarlem employed 25 printers and 10
labourers and that he retired 'having no trade'.
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65^ Dickson ,  op. c i t ,  p . 106. Michae l  M. Edwards, The Growth of  
t h e  B r i t i s h  CottQll T rade  I 7 8Q ~ 1815 (M anches te r  ^1967)^ pp. 
14-15^ r e f e r s  t o  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  c a l i c o  p r i n t i n g  
m a n u f a c t o r y  i n  London and i t s  c o n s e q u e n t  s p r e a d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t o  L a n c a s h i r e .

6!t. The f i r s t  page o f  V e b b ' s  Account  Book, op. c i t . ,  l i s t s  what 
he s u p p o s ed  t o  be t h e  ' P r o g r e s s  of  h i s  c a p i t a l ' .

6^. Webb, A u tob io g ra p h y ,  op c i t . ,  V4 , i .p .6 .

6'3. Webb A u tob iog ra phy ,  op. c i t . ,  VJl.i. p p . 41 -42 .

c >
69. Pages  187-18 o f  J o u r n a l  o f  M a rga re t  Harvey 1 8 0 9 ^ i n  J . F ,H .S

. x x i v  ^ l f l 9 2 8 y ^  .3 -2 0 .

70. Deed, V i l l i a m  Rob inson  and Thomas, J o n a t h a n  and  Jo s e p h  R. 
Pim^ l . v i i . . l 8 1 4 ^  Deed number 678 .383 .467^ 141  ( R e g i s t r y  of 
Deeds,  D u b l i n ) .  The Pirns c o n t r i b u t e d  £1 ,0 0 0  of  t h e  
p a r t n e r s h i p s  c a p i t a l  and Robinson  s u b s c r i b e d  t h e  o t h e r  
£ 1 , 0 0 0 .

71. . : . F o u r t h  Rept .  o f  t h e  commiss ion  of
i n q u i r y  i n t o r evenue  a r l s i n R  i n  I r e l a n d f f S r .
■ 11  ' ) 1 ^ 0 .  i : i .  o f  l o n f H  « .

72. Deed, James Greenham t o  Thomas Pim^1 . v . 1804^ Deed number 565,
167, 376,"^971 i n  ( R e g i s t r y  o f  Deeds,  D u b l i n ) .

73. V a r b u r t o n  e t  a l ,  op, c i t . ,  Vd-ii^p. 975,
(t>wUiA )

74. J .  A rc he r ,  S t a t i s t i c a l  Su rvey  o f  D u b l i n ^l80l)^pp. 20 5 -6 .

75. James Greenham t o  Thomas Pim, s e e  above ,  f o o t n o t e  72.
^ GeU  ̂ )

76. P ,34  i n  F. Geary,  R i s e  and  F a l l  o f  t h e l  C o t t o n  I n d u s t r y ^ i n  
I . E . S . H .   ̂ Vi 11 30 -  49. ^

77. Edwards, op. c i t . ,  pp. 1 5 - 1 6 .

78. Anne Bewley t o  Mary S h a c k l e t o n  9 . i i i . 1803 (D.F .H .L .)^Ms,  Box 
32 c .1 0 9 .

79. James Greenham t o  J o s h u a  F a y l e  1 0 , i x , 1808^ Deed number 605* 
100,  411," '462 ( R e g i s t r y  o f  Deeds, D b l i n ) ,

80. Edwards, op. c i t . , pp. 1 5 - 1 6 ,

81. Warbur ton  e t  a l . ^ o p ,  c i t . ,  VcJii^p. 975.

82. E. Riky  t o  J .  Greenham^ 29. x i i ,  1812  ̂Deed number 668. 179. 
461^"'096 (R. o f  D. D u b l i n ) .
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83. Warburton et al., op. cit. , . p. 975 .

84. See Repeal Mss. op cit.
(85. Edwards, op. cit., pp. 213-15 also 301; in S. Pollard, Fixed 

Capital in the Industrial Revolution in Britain, Journal of 
EcQDOmlc Hls|try^xx I'j/̂ 3 (Sept. 1964)^ 299 et

86. Edwards, op. cit., pp. 191-92 and p. 226)also P. Mathias,
The First Industrial Nation 17QQ-1914 (London ̂ 1969)^ p, 148;
and Pollard, loc. cit.̂ p. 305.

87. James Greenham to Pims^ 2.vii.l813^ Deed of Mortgage number 
664.111.456^460 (Reg. of Deeds Dublin.) The size of the
mill at Harold's Cross could be considered in terms of the
category B.2 suggested by S. D. Chapman on the basis of his
analysis of Insurance policies. The amount of £5,000 would
suggest a 3 or 4 storied building perhaps 160 feet long and 
30 feet wide with a possible productive capacity of 2,000 
spindles. See p.239 S.D. Chapman, ̂ Fixed Capital Formation 
in the British Cotton Indjustry 1770 - 1815̂ Êcnnomic History

. 235-66,

88. Cullen, Economic History, op. cit., p.101.

90. Repeal Manuscript^, Section on Cotton Industry^ p. 121. See 
also MM II A 16y Fourth Month and twelfth month^ for 
references to bankruptcy of John Cozins I find no sign that 
Thomas Barrington was disowned for bankruptcy, at least as 
far as Dublin Monthly Meeting Records go, but the Hal. 
Repeal Manuscript (op. cit.) refers to the fact that he had 
been 'worth £3,000' and due to his bankruptcy had emigrated 
to New York 'and was lately seen driving an ass with milk 
cans on it in New York. This man was a quaker and very 
industrious' His premises had been at Cork Street and he 
had employed 100 looms. The Thomas Barrington is probably 
not to be identified with the Thomas Barrrington whose 
letter is reproduced inn Appendix A to this Section of 
Chapter III.

91. Repeal manuscript, op.cit., refers to bankruptcy of Greenham 
for £42,000.

92. James Greenham to Pims_, 25.vii.l814^ Deed number 
686.374.471^906 (Reg. of Deeds. Dublin).

93. Pim and others to Greenham Deed of Assignment, Lease etc. 
2.ix.1816^Number 706.^195.^483^^730 (Reg. of Deeds, Dublin).

94. James Greenham married Letitia Barrington by licence 1817. 
She was probably a quakeress but her branch of the family 
derived from Wexford and was not identical with the

Letter of William Bewley
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Barringtons already referred to in this connection with 
the cotton industry., See Amy Barrington, op. cit., 
p.,193.

95. Kenneth Charlton,  ̂The State of Ireland in the 1820's: 
James Cropper's Plan^, in Irish Historical Studies , xvii

67,(Mar. 1971) , 301-339.

96. See p. 203 and p.205 in D. Williams. ^Liverpool Merchants
1820 - 50, Liverpool and Merseyside: Essays
(London 1969)^ also Charlton, loc.cit., p.320,

97. F. Ferneyhough, Liverpool and Manchester Railway 1830 -
198Q (London^ 1980), p. 17^ see also Dublin CJlAiaber oL
Commerce. Repnrts ^_______ ___ o i  council  Uie Annual
General Meeting 18j6. pp. 12-13.

98. Charlton, loc cit., p.323.

99. Charlton, loc cit., p.331*

100. Ib.jp. 331v

101. lb. p. 328,
/ ^

102. Ib., p. 328.

103. Statute, 6. Geo. IV, Cap. cxli: Act for establishing a
joint stock company fjor tJie erection of buildings and
establlslili).g machinery lor the purpase gf proaQtiag and
encouraging the manufactures of Ireland. Also see
footnote above.

104. See above footnote 97,

105. See letter of David Malcomson to Richard Ussher of
r 1 ■'Cappagh^in Malcomson Family notes^ (N.L.I.) micfilm p. 6935.

106. H. McCallj Ireland and her Staple Manufactures
(Belfast ̂ 1865)^p. 2.

107. See Repeal Manuscript, op. cit.^p. 120.

108. Fourth Report of the Commission of Inquiry into the Irish
Revenue. (Brit. Pari. Papers 1822^xiii,13) : Evidence of
Joseph R. Pim^p.216.

109. Select Committpe of the House of Commons to inquire into
the state of the circulation of promissory notes under 
the value of £5, (Brit, Pari papers  ̂1826 (402)
iil^vidence of Joseph R, Pim in App. 17 p, 82.
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110. D u b l in  M e r c a n t i l e  A d v e r t i s e r ^.l3u.Afev 1826.

111. J b l d .  15ctjwi827.

112. Pim and o t h e r v ^  Deed number 25. 11. 1829^ 844. 1 1 0 .565_, 610 
(R .D .O .D . ) .  Accord ing  t o  t h i s  deed  Thomas Pim, J o n a th a n  
W i l l i a m son  p l u s  J o s e p h  R. Pim t o  whom t h e  p r e m i s e s  had 
been a s s i g n e d  ( e s t a t e  and  e f f e c t s  of  James Grenham, l a t e  
o f  D ub l in ,  b a n k r u p t )  p l u s  J o n a t h a n  Pim p l u s  V i l l l a m  Shaw 
had become I n v o lv e d  i n  t h e  ow n e r s h ip  o f  t h e  m i l l s  and on 
2 9 . x i . 1827 p r e m i s e s  were s e t  f o r  s a l e .  J o n a t h a n  Pim 
' l a i d  o u t '  £3 ,1 5 0  i n  t r u s t  f o r  V l l l i a m  Shaw' .

113. Geary,  l o c . c i t . , p. 34,

114. Repea l  ( M a n u s c r ip t )  op, c l t . ,  p . 2 2 0 ^ c .  1 8 3 4 , s t a t e s  t h a t  
Duffy,  Byrne and Hamil l  employed  90 p r i n t e r s  and 350 
l a b o u r e r s  and t h a t  i t  was t h e  f i r s t  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  i t s  
t y p e  i n  I r e l a n d .  'The  b u s i n e s s  was c a r r i e d  on up t o  1833 
by t h e  p r o p r i e t o r  V. John  Duffy who became e m b a r ra s s e d  
l a t e l y  and  t h e  f a c t o r y  i s  now i d l e .  ' He i s  s t a t e d  t o  
have ' e x p e n d e d  upwards o f  £200 ,0 00  i n  t h e  c o n c e r n s ' ,

115. See a l s o  Anonymous P a r t n e r s h i p ^  no. 479 ,16. i x .  1834 (Reg. 
o f  Deeds, D u b l i n ) . Crewdson l e t t e r s  ( a p p a r e n t l y  t o  
W i l l i a m  Crewdson)^ P.R.O.K.  3 0 . i x , 1833, o u t l i n e s  some of  
t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  which Duffy  was i n v o l v e d ,  i t  a l s o  
m e n t io n s  Swainson and J o s e p h  R. Pim. B i l l s  a r e  n o t e d  f o r  
which ' J . D ' s  a c c e p t a n c e s  i n  our  ha n d s '  t o  a t o t a l  of  
£7 ,902  o f  which £ 5 , 4 0 4 . 1 0  were p e r  John  Swainson .  The 
l e t t e r  i s  no t  p o s s i b l e  t o  r e a d  c l e a r l y  f o r  r e p r o d u c t i o n .

116. See,  V i l l i a m  J .  B a r ry ,  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  P o r t  o f  Cork Steam 
N a v i g a t i o n  (Cork^l916)^ pp. 41 -44 .

117. See above footnote . .^______^114  & 115 r e f .  t o  Anonymous
P a r t n e r s h i p ,  no. 4 7 9 ,

( >

118. N o tes  on t h e  Malcomson F a m l l y ^ N . L . I . ( M i c r o f i lm  p. 6935) ,

119. Thomas Sprlng-Rice_ ,  Speech  on Repeal  of  t h e  Union,
Hansard  (Commons) 3 r d  s e r i e s  XXII .p .  1251 (1835) .
  /  >  ^

120. Henry D. I n g l i s ,  A___ J o u r n e y _tk roug l t  I r e l a n d  La iiiM .
(London^ 1834)^ Va(.l^pp. 6 9 - 7 0 .

121. Edward B a in e s ,  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  C o t to n  M a nufac tu r e  i n  G rea t  
B r i t a i n  (2nd Ed.^ L o n d o n ^ l 9 6 6 ) , p . 430 .

MS ^

122. See Thomas H. Vebb^ |Pedigree  f o r  d a t e s  of  Hannah Pim (nee
L e c k y ) . She d i e d  i n  1829, and had been a m . i n i s t e r  among 
f r i e n d s .
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123. Vllson's Dublin Directory 1831

124. Vilson's Dublin Directory^1833 etc.

125. See note in Thomas Henry Webb pedigree of Pirn family.

126. See Appendix. Sample pedigree Pim family,

127. See Draft Articles on Intermarriage of Rebecca Pim and
John Malcomson (1834)^ also copy^ 25. vi. 1834) Opinion of 
Counsel in case on behalf of A. B. (Gray and MacDougall. 
Harcourt Street );(D.F.H.L.)  ̂ L.C. Cup Dj Item 13.

128. Repeal Manuscript, op. cit., p.126 and p.131.

129. Ibid. p.126.

130. John J. Monaghan,  ̂Rise and Fall of the Belfast Cotton
Industry^p. 10 in I.H.S.  ̂ 9 (tor. 1942)^ 1-17.

131. Baines, op. cit., p.236,

132. S. Shapiro, Capital and the Cotton Industry Lo___the
Industrial Revolution (Cornell: Ithaca 1967)^p. 16-17.

133. Baines^ op.cit., pp. 236-37.

134. S. D. Chapman, lii£  ludustiy in tiifi Industrial
Revolution (London^ 1972j|̂ p. 125.

135. Baines, op. cit., p.240. See also comparative tables in
Repeal manuscript op. cit. , where figures are shown of
labour intensity and decline of employment in the Dublin
cotton industry pre-and post-1800.

136. letter from Joseph Malcomson to Robert ohaw^
30.iv.1826^ re. deliveries including a power loom:

^Malcomson Family Notes, op cit.

137. General Valuation of Ireland 1847 (mss.) (P.R.Q.I.)
Parish of St. Catherine PV/9/14, p.35.

138. McCall, Staple Manufactures, op. cit., pp. 524-25^

139. Baines, op. cit., p.393.

140. Report__ on Factories in Uie District ui James Stuart.
(Brit. Pari Papers^l839 (135^xli:p,

141. Samuel Lewis, A Topographical Dictionary of Ireland. 2
Vols. (2nd edition^ London .1847)^ Vst.i, p. 664. Same
material also in j,st edition.
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142. House books (P.R.O,I.) PRO OL. 5 2694/7^ (2.A. 17.2),
p.51. '

143. Lewis, op. cit. , Vj.ii, p. 427,

144. Thomas H. Vebb pedigree (D. F. H. L. )^Pim family,

145. Deed of Release in Connection with provisions of the will 
of Jonathan Pim. Release dated 20.iii.l848 (D.F.H.L.)
L.C. Case Cup D. 13*. 4 parties involved, (1) his widow
Eliza Pim (2) John Malcomson and his wife Rebecca (nee 
Pim) (3) Jane Sandwith Pim and (4) Joshua Pim. A total 
amount of £10,000 in legacies involved, made up by a 
redistribution of holdings in shares of various 
companies.

146. Jonathan Pim, Conditions and Prospects of Ireland (Dublin^ 
1848)^ pp. 151-52.

147. Robert Kane, Industrial Resources of Ireland (Dublin 
1848).

i-U '^ n .rH  .*t e ^  t /><>/>■-. (S y r .  o ^ C i T r  V I  T o i t ' / ’ W i f ,

148. ) p. 221- Vakefield, op. cit., vJ. i^
p. 722.

149. Sproule, Hie Lcisll Industrial Exhibition Catalogue
(Dublin 1859),

150. ‘‘Notes' 5.xi. -3.xil. 1864 (N.L.I.) Pirn Mss. 8668.
See also Marmion, Anthony^ Ancient and Modern History of 
the Maritime parts of Ireland (London^l855)^p.239 .

151. Ibid,

152. Ibid
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153. Frederick V. to Jonathan Pim^8,iv. 1864 (D.F.H.L.) Pim Mss^ 
Box f.43. Frederick of V. Pim to Jonathan Pim^.
26, iv. 1864 ̂ ^

£- & ■ (
154. Frederick to Jonathan Pimy^l864. Also^VilMiaf;

Irish Friend in the American Civil Varr Some letters of 
Frederick Pim to his father in Dublin 1864* in J. F. H. S. .lit* 

1( 1972), '

155, Frederick V, Pim to Jonathan Pim^ 8,vil.l864 (D.F.H.L.) 
Pirns Box 62 f. 49,

156. Margaret Steward, The Goodbodys of Clara 1865-1965 (Dublin^ 
1965)^ p. 7.

157. Frederick W. Pim N.Y, to Jonathan Pim^5,v, 1864 (D,F.H,L,) 
Pim Mss f.46.

158. Letter to Richard S, Harrison from Sir Richard Pim ̂ 
12,vii,1983
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APPENDIX A

A Letter Addressed From Thomas Barrington to Dublin Monthly 

Meeting.

lO.xll mo 1796

Believing it to be my duty as far as in my power to clear 

the Truth which we profess from any reproach occasioned by my 

conduct, and my inability to pay the demands on my property in 

due time - though I have not in my own particular (not acting in 

the business) contracted these debts, but has been so weak as to 

leave myself subject to the engagements of others by 

inconsiderately consenting to join in partnership with my son 

Joseph and two other persons then in the cotton business, at a 

time when weakness and Indisposition prevented my necessary care 

thereto and also when I resigned my part in said business to my 

son thomas, I omitted withdrawing my name, expecting to do it in 

a short time without any disadvantage to myself or others, not 

being sufficiently aware that by so doing, I felt and open (sic) 

for an extension in trade and also an inducement for persons to 

lend their money on interest. Thus burthened with paying 

Interest, discounting bills, losses and decay of trade etc. seem 

to be the principle cause that on a true inspection into the 

state of their affairs a deficiency appeared upon which we 

thought it best to put an entire stop to business and surrender
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our whole property Into the hands of our creditors which has 

been done. And ray wish and determination is, to satisfy them as 

far as ability affords.

And I may further add that for want of being more attentive 

to the direction of pure wisdom, I believe weakness ensued and 

in a good degree has been the cause of my present distress and 

suffering, for which I condemn myself much, desiring that I may 

be enabled through Divine Assistance to make sufficient 

atonement for same.

Ms. Box 75, No. B. 30 (45)(d . F. H. L.) ,
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APPENDIX B

Extract from letter of William Bewley to Mary Leadbeater 

22.March (sic) 1816

It would give roe much pleasure to be in any way instrumental 

in putting into execution thy benevolent purposes and I feel 

pleased in being consulted respecting them, but at the same time 

feel regret that I cannot say anything very encouraging. The 

circumstances thou mentions of the cotton weavers being 

distressed for want of employment shows that those who

heretofore gave them work to do at present find it to their

advantage to discontinue it: - accordingly we may conclude that 

a new set up cotton manufactory could at presnt be carried on to 

the profit of the lady of the manor, while the old

establishments find it advantageous to discharge their work 

people.

It is several years since I was concerned in the manufacture 

of cotton cloth and at that time it required considerable

exertion for a weaver to earn 12/- per week and since then I 

understand the price of weaving has been considerably reduced, 

so much so, that it is with difficulty a weaver can support a 

small family: - and such is the state of the cotton trade at 

present, that notwithstanding the low wages paid to workmen, 

that I believe it requires considerable cleverness in the
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employer to keep his property from lapsing; - a person largely 

in the cotton trade told my brother John a few weeks back, that 

In Balbriggan there might be had 2,000 weavers, who would gladly 

take out cloth to weave, on which they could be working early 

and late and earn only between 4 and 5 shillings per week. - it 

would be difficult to specify any sum of money for establishing a 

cotton manufactory as there are a number of fluctuating elements 

to be taken into the calculations. It depends on the nature of 

the fabric which is wrought, the price of the materials, the 

length of the webs, the state of demand for the manufactured 

article, the credit given on sale, the number of looms employed 

etc. etc. but it may help thee in forming an idea when I state 

that the quantity of cloth made in a week by one weaver would be 

worth somewhere near £4. It requires a good deal of judgement 

to be able to avoid imposition - cotton yarn is an article which 

a dishonest workman can easily dispose of and at present the 

temptation arising from extreme poverty is very great: - if the 

establishment was under the direction of a person of experience 

and of probity the peculations of the workmen might to a good 

degree be prevented:- but I am rather afraid that if it was not 

so circumstanced you would be frequently very much imposed upon 

unless honesty averages higher in your neighbourhood than in the 

Queen's county.

Light calicoes might be woven by women and each loom would 

require the attendance of a child - and if they could feel 

satisfied by retaining or acquiring industrious habits without
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looking for pecuniary remuneration sufficient for their support, 

perhaps the establishment might be carried on without much loss: 

- I mention this, as the reflection rises in one's mind on 

seeing idle people - would it not be better for them to earn the 

smallest trifle and be acquiring habits of Industry than be 

unemployed - but I know from experience that it is a 

disagreeable task for an employer to get work done on these 

terms - Perhaps a very few looms might be employed in weaving 

linen and cotton shirting or such articles as the weaver or his 

wife could afterwards dispose of by retailing them in fairs and 

markets, but I fear if this could be done to profit, it is only 

in a limited way.

If thou should conclude on trying any scheme of cotton 

manufacture I would gladly give any information in my power that 

thou may require but as I cannot recommend one branch of it in 

preference to another, I forbear giving details of their expense 

etc. etc.

Hoping thy Villiam and children enjoy good health and to 

whom I beg to be remembered - I conclude.

Thy affectionate friend 

Villiam Bewley 

Letter in Mss. Box 32. c. 123 (D.F.H.L.)-
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CHAPTER VI

ASPECTS QF PHILANTHROPY AMONG THE DUBLIN QUAKERS

The fruits are comprehended in the seed. In the beginnings 

are the effects contained. Similarly the future activities of 

Friends in areas of philanthropy are implied in the early 

organisation of their religious society. Since Christianity 

implies in its conception of God as love a belief in the

positive demand for charity in daily life, it followed that the

Friends claiming to have a belief that was nothing less than 

'Primitive Christianity revived' ’ should seek to embody in 

their dally life, like other Christians, the same demands for 

charity and love.

Being excluded from the structures of political power the 

early quakers were forced to develop ways of mutual assistance 

and relief that paralleled and aimed to surpass those of the 

world. Their belief implied the possibility of radically

changing society and its unjust structures. An aspect of the

social testimonies that they bore involved exhortations to the 

authorities to act according to justice and equity. An emphasis 

on temperance, moderation and hard work enabled them to see ways
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in which society could be reformed as indicated in this sample 

passage:

* I therefore humbly offer an address to the serious 

consideration of the civil magistrate, that, if the money 

which is expended in every parish in such vain fashions as 

wearing of laces, jewels, embroideries, unnecessary 

ribbons, trimmings, costly furniture and attendance, 

together with what is commonly consumed in taverns, feasts, 

gaming etc. , could be collected into a public stock, or 

something in lieu of this extravagant and fruitless 

expense, there might be reparation to the broken tenants, 

workhouses for the able, and almshouses for the aged and 

impotent. Then should we have no beggars in the land, the 

cry of the widow and the orphan would cease, and charitable 

relief might easily be afforded to the redemption of poor 

captives...'^

Suitable structures for the expression of charitable 

concern were immediately to hand in the Meetings for business 

and discipline, at every level. Such a passage sets the tone 

for the approach which Friends were to take towards the world 

and on which they were to develop in highly pragmatic terms a 

consistent philanthropy. In order to do this they had pastoral 

and disciplinary structures to hand to nurture the simple basic 

Christian Impulse they claimed for their action. Such impulses 

following as they believed from loyalty to Jesus Christ and 

obedience to his leadership would automatically lead to the
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appearance of structures that reflected those of the early 

Christian church. Such structures would facilitlate mutual love 

and assistance.

Whilst the administrative affairs of the Society naturally 

related chiefly to its own needs, there are many individual 

examples of members assisting people of all sects and attempting 

to achieve reconciliation and justice for those violently 

opposed to each other^ In such a context the name of William 

Edmundson comes immediately to mind. During the Williamite wars 

he sued for peace and built up an atmosphere of trust among his 

protestant and catholic neighbours, often riding out into the 

night to redeem the stolen cattle of one or other of the 

offended parties. The Williamite Wars also furnish an example 

of the relief that the quakers were able to organise for 

themselves. The quaker community in the country was reported tu 

have lost in the region of £100,000^ in goods and property 

showing the degree to which it had already become powerful and 

prosperous. A pattern of relief had already been established 

among both English and Irish Quakers towards such contingencies. 

The Irish National Meeting had already subscribed £331 in 1682 

and £281 in 1686 to the relief of quaker captives in Algiers. 

Their contributions had gone to swell the fund raised in 

England. Similarly in 1684 Irish quakers had helped English 

Friends who were then undergoing a fierce persecution, Now, in 

1692 the English Friends subscribed to help their brethren in 

Ireland to recover from the effects of war,*̂ ' Such a large
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relief effort was administered through the Half-Yearly, or
c ■>

national Meeting.

With an abatement of persecution and the achievement of a 

degree of acceptance of quakers by the populace at large, as 

well as by the authorities a period of consolidation coBunenced 

in the quaker community. The practice of friendly addresses 

often channelled by the National Meeting through Dublin Monthly 

Meeting to the Lord Lieutenant elicited friendly responses 

promising every necessary assistance in cases of difficulty,^ A 

tradition of contacts with authority existed also on the basis 

of the highly successful diplomatic and intercessory activities 

initiated particularly by William Penn and William Edmundson.'^ 

It had been the practice of the Dublin Friends to request the 

protection of the Lord Mayor each year when mobs threatened the 

destruction of their property at the Christmas season on account 

of their keeping their shops open. By 1724 the Dublin Monthly 

Meeting decided not to request such assistance in futuie, a sure 

sign of a new found confidence.'^ Against such a backgrc^und of 

favourable contacts with the authorities and acceptance by the 

populace yet another strand had been added to the pattern of 

philanthropy which was ultimately to develop.

The Monthly Meeting also had a considerable body of 

experience and group practice to build on in its decision making 

processes. It had to handle legal demands relating to the 

registration of property and the securing of legacies. It had
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to buy and sell property in which funds might be productively 

invested. It needed procedures to review the schooling of 

children, a constant concern to the quaker community. In all 

these areas the administration could be provided by the 

business-men with the effective track record, who incidently 

were often those most Involved in the Men's Meetings. In 

gratefulness for the degree of tolerance received from the 

authorities the Socutĵ ty was at great pains not to act in any way 

that would endanger such an inheritance. The Society was 

beginning slowly to become more introverted. If,before, their 

structures had declared a more positive way of life than the 

world at large, they now began to adopt a defensive and timorous 

strategy reflecting not charasmatic leadership so much as 

careful administration.

Much of the Monthly Meeting business was taken up with 

disciplinary activities. But kindness was uppermost in its 

proceedings. In 1725 for example, we read of a Friend who was 

badly using his female apprentice. The child was removed from 

his c u s t o d y . C o n c e r n  about the poor and the dearness of 

provisions encouraged a special collection in 1726, 'especially 

to them of the faith with us.'’’ The ongoing needs of the poor 

of the Dublin Meeting encouraged in 1725 moves towards the 

building of a Poor House but this was not to be built until 

1736.’^ The Yearly Meeting was much concerned about the needs 

of a group of quakers who against its advice had settled at 

Fewport in County Mayo. The work of keeping in contact with
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them in supplying subscriptions fell for many years on the 

shoulders of the Dublin Friends in particular.'^

The earlier monthly meeting methods of relief and 

assistance to the poor had involved discussion in the Men's and 

Women's meetings. These meetings had an rudimentary series of 

annually appointed office holders such as a treasurer. It had 

also lists of 'visiting friends' drawn up. Their functions 

coincided to some degree with those of the persons later to be 

known as Elders and Overseers. There were also individuals 

listed to keep records or review lists of legacies, trusts and 

properties. All these 'offices' gave an opportunity for the 

individual to Join in the work of the Monthly Meeting apart from 

his participation in the group exercise.

By the 1730's the more open procedures were being phased 

out. As the century progressed the homely language of minute 

books and documents became increasingly formulaic, stilted and 

generalised in significance. The society was characterised by a 

scrupulosity and an innate anxiety that feared to trespass on 

custom and precedent. The needs of corporate property implied 

an understanding of business procedure and implied continuity of 

practice. These patterns were reflected in the emergence of 

specific committees for the poor, appointed by the Monthly 

Meeting, subject to it, but acting with a new degree of 

executive capacity, The functions of such committees of the 

poor, in the case of the men, involved the ordering of coal for
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meeting house and poor house, the administration of legacies, 

the arrangement of apprenticeships and the whitewashing and 

general upkeep of premises. Such committees gave an opportunity 

to individuals to apply their commercial talents to the service 

of the Society and to be in a position to apply its democratic 

procedures in the world "outside". The Women's committees of 

the poor, dealt with cleaning, with visiting the sick and with 

charity concerned with the needs of their own sex. They appear 

to have had access to their own funds but in time of necessity 

might apply for advice or further finance from the men. The 

men's committee derived its income from a regular series of 

organised annual subscriptions apparently given on a self 

evaluated scale and collected by specially appointed friends on 

each occasion. Specific requirements might result in special 

collection, as towards the 'National Charge', designed for the 

specific use of the National Meeting and required on a 

proportional basis from each quarterly meeting, such proportions 

being agreed annually and subject to revision according to the 

number of Friends in each province. Specific requirements might 

be towards the publication of books (usually paid for by a 

nationally originated subscription and administered towards 

printing in Dublin) or towards such a purpose as the erection of 

the Poor house in 1736.

In one area traditionally asociated with Quaker, 

philanthropy there was for the first sixty years of the 

Eighteenth century no visible sign that the Society saw itself

-  436 -



as giving leadership to the wider community on the affairs of 

peace. The Peace Testimony like other testimonies of quakers 

had yet to be realised for its wider implications on the basis 

of history and group experience. The testimony towards peace 

was regarded in an increasingly sectarian manner, regarded as an 

essential part of the body of 'Truth' professed by the Society, 

the especial viewpoint of a peculiar people, a people separated 

from the world. Like other quaker testimonies it was a negation 

of some of the values of the world in which they saw themselves 

encamped. Its function was chiefly to restrain Friends from any 

excessive identification with the wider world of politics, party 

and dissension. It did not imply any disapproval of application 

to government for military protection in so far as such 

protection was regarded as a form of policing.’'’ But the 

frequency of testimonies against political involvement and 

military affairs indicates just how strongly Friends felt 

involved in national life. They recognised the danger and the 

pull that popular political movements posed for them. The 

degree to which young quakers had begun to identify with the 

interests of their protestant peer groups comes across very 

clearly in the continuing note of anxiety manifested in Yearly 

Meeting Advices.’  ̂ In the 1750's young quakers were joining 

political clubs. It was found necessary to advise them to keep 

clear of 'parties obnoxious to the Government'.'

As far as other areas of philanthropic behaviour went, 

although there were few charities established in Dublin by any
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religious or government inspired g r o u p . Q u a k e r s  were besides 

too fully absorbed in their own affairs to play much of a part 

in them. Such charities of a public nature as there were in 

Dublin were organised by members of the church by law 
■>

established. However an Epistle of the Yearly Meeting issued in 

1757 indicates an Increasing awareness of the wider community. 

Friends were becoming very wealthy and were advised to cut back

on their own expenses so that they would have more to spare for

the poor and under-privileged of any denomination, '..and we 

earnestly recommend that Friends in each province whom divine 

Providence hath favoured with the affluence of the necessary

things of this life, may wait in deep humility to feel their

hearts enlarged In sympathy and tender compassion to their 

distressed fellow creatures of whatever denomination as to 

religion.'’®

By the 1750's most Monthly Meetings had specific funds

towards the payment of apprenticeship fees for those whose

parents would have found hardship in paying them for their 

children. One very Important fund in the life of the Dublin

Monthly Meeting was that of Thomas Handy, The fund was

established In 1754 and exists to this present day’'̂. A 

constant theme of epistles and Advices at this period is the low 

state of spiritual life among Friends. The old leadership had 

died out and strong efforts were constantly being made to re

establish discipline, revive failing meetings and specifically 

to ensure the better education of young quakers in the reasons
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for the special testimonies of Friends and the doctrinal basis 

of their religious life and practice. Most schools were

conducted by local meetings with such schoolmaster as the 

meeting could afford to assist. In the case of smaller meetings 

it was very hard to get masters and not always easy to pay them 

either. A private school existed at Ballitore run by Abraham 

S h a c k l e t o n . T h i s  succeeded in attracting quaker pupils and 

others from a more highly capitalised background, many of them 

from Dublin as can be seen from the lists of pupils whose

fathers were chiefly m e r c h a n t s . B u t  in 1769 the Yearly 

Meeting set up a national meeting school near Edenderry. For 

this a national subscription was set on foot. The school was 

not a success.

Throughout the eighteenth century the life of the Society 

was maintained by the circulation of advices, by the issuing of 

Epistles from the National Meeting and the circulation of those 

issued from the Yearly Meetings of Philadelphia, Baltimore, 

London, etc. A particular practice related to what were known 

as the 'Queries' of which each Monthly Meeting and its related 

Meetings possessed manuscript copies. The Queries related to 

aspects of moral and spiritual life and were designed for 

purposes of both corporate and individual review. Accurate 

written answers were required from each meeting to be presented

to superior meetings at each quarter. Such Queries played an

educational role in reminding Friends of aspects of quaker 

testimonies, in ensuring conformity and in the maintenance of
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high ethical standards. Besides these patterns of religious

life a constant series of itinerant ministers, both men and

women, steadily and persistently circulated, from Europe, from 

America and England. Each minister and his or her companion 

would leave kith and kin in obedience to the Divine Call and 

with the authority of a certificate from their home meetings and 

from other meetings visited would appear in Irish and other 

meetings to wait, to worship, and to declare their message. 

With great solemnity they would visit families and stir up

Friends to rededication and faithfulness. Each Monthly Meeting

would handle the expenses of travel involved and assist the 

ministers from place to place by a series of guides they would 

appoint to the service. They would also arrange for public 

meetings and the issuing of such notices and epistles as the 

minister might feel called upon to write. Special funds existed 

for their assistance, funds requiring much discussion at the 

Monthly Meetings, since accounts had to be forwarded from one 

district to another of the Monthly Meeting areas. The visits of 

these ministers and the visits of Irish ministers to foreign 

regions had a distinct function also in bringing Irish Quakers 

into contact with new areas of thought and imagination which 

they could learn to apply to their own national needs. In

addition commercial links encouraged further fruitful channels 

for the sensitizing of Irish Quakers to the philanthropic 

developments in other countries.
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Since the beginning of the eighteenth century concern by 

the American Quakers had grown for the oppressed and enslaved 

Africans who were being imported into their country. A number 

of quakers were not free from the practice but through the 

sensitizing of a number of individuals in their ranks the 

Society effectively applied its discipline to rid itself of the 

trade or any connection with it.^^ American Quakers began to 

bring pressure on the British Government to rid the world of the 

trade, much of which was carried on through the port of 

Liverpool. As a result of requests from the American brethren 

the London Yearly Meeting issued in 1772 a trenchant epistle 

against the practice. The same Epistle would have been read

in each Irish Meeting and also copies directed for reading to 

the head of every quaker household. The American Quaker Anthony 

Benezet, by whose efforts the London Yearly Meeting (through its 

Meeting for Sufferings) had been persuaded to take up the 

issue^"^ also corresponded with Richard Shackleton, son of 

Abraham, of Ballitore. Shackleton was a close friend of Burke 

who had been educated at the Ballitore School. The assumption 

was that he would use his efforts to encourage Burke to take up 

the Anti-Slavery issue in the British Pari lament. Other

influences moving Friends in Ireland to take an interest in the 

Anti-Slavery Issue are to be detected in the decision of the 

national Meeting to arrange for an Irish reprint of the journal 

of the New Jersey Quaker 'Ministering Friend', John Voolman. 

John Woolman had been a prime activist against slavery. Dublin 

Monthly Meeting subscribed for 105 copies of his journal, which



was reprinted by Isaac Jackson of Meath Street in 1776.^'^ 

Besides humanitarian and spiritual impulses that encouraged 

Irish Quakers to enter the field on behalf of the slave we may 

assume that their energies were thus engaged, as they were in 

the promotion of commercial institutions (such as the fbmmittee 

of Merchants), as a token of their desire to play a positive 

part in the life of Ireland.

Other influences from America might not have been regarded 

as so salutary. The American struggle for independence besides 

influencing the establishment of the Irish Volunteers also 

influenced a number of the younger quakers. The alarm evinced 

by the ministers and elders meeting during the period of the 

National Meeting in 1779 shows that they feared the overpowering 

sense of patriotic passion. A powerful epistle was issued in 

the same year as a result.^’ Disciplinary procedures were 

advocated against any refractory members. 'The proceedings of 

last Quarterly Meeting at Carlow and those of the last Half 

Yearly Meeting have been read and said Quarterly Meeting 

having recommended that a minute of the National Meeting against 

Joining in associations inconsistent with our Christian 

peaceable testimony be read in each particular meeting for 

worship on a first day. Other contacts with America were

related to the raising of Relief to help quaker victims of the 

colonial struggle for independence from Britain, Subscriptions 

were still being handled by the National Meeting in 1780.^^’'
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The Society in Ireland gave all the appearances of a 

revival in spiritual strength. A new sense of national identity 

combined with an increasing philanthropic awareness helped many 

quakers to look in a creative way to satisfying the needs of the 

poor and underprivileged outside of their own community. This 

movement reflects in one way the increased self confidence of 

the commercial classes. It can be seen in the names of 

prominent quakers subscribing to the production of a secular 

book written by their co-religionist Dr. Rutty. It can be

seen in the support and eancouragement provided by Joshua Pim, 

(a leading light in the new Chamber of Commerce) to the

production of Wilson's Directory. W e a l t h y  merchants were 

developing structures such as the Committee of Merchants, and 

slowly shaking themselves free from both the restictive 

influence of Dublin's Trade Guilds and the arrogant assumptions 

of aristocrats. Now, also, they began to express their sense of 

status in one of the ways open to them. This was through their 

concern for the poor and under privileged around them. They 

were, for this able to draw on their business expertise and on 

their experience of quaker structures, together with a highly 

pragmatic and co-operative background ready to discard ideology.

A series of contacts of a philanthropic nature worth noting 

occurred in the year 1782. John Howard, English reformer

visited. He was not a quaker but was very involved with quakers

in England. His visit to Cork was remarked on in a letter of 

the quaker Joshua Beale, a well known Irish philanthropist. The
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letter writer notes the concern of Howard in a way that assumes 

a familiarity with his methods of visiting schools and 

prisons. John Pemberton, a Philadelphia quaker minister came 

on a visit spanning three years starting in 1782. He was to 

spend long periods travelling around the country. He had become 

particularly friendly with Richard Shackleton and Samuel Neale, 

influential Irish Friends who entertained and looked after 

him. His comments on the disease and poverty of Ireland were 

such as commonly made by contemporary visitors. In Dublin he 

stated, 'Such multitudes of miserable objects I never beheld in 

so short a space, The scarcity and dearness of grain, the 

decline of diverse branches of business, but most the number of 

whiskey shops, create great misery and destitution.'^'^ He was 

critical of the high living of many quakers and had a sense of a 

time of approaching 'confusion and distress'. On the other 

hand he commended Friends for their interest in promoting 

probably quaker schools for the education of quaker youth."'

Continuing concern among quakers about the education of

their children in a way conformable to their special viewpoints 

as a Christian Society led to the establishment at Mountmellick 

of a school for the Province of Leinster, in 1784. The school 

opened its doors in 1786 and was in contradistinction to its 

predecessor of 1769 eminently successful. The new Provincial

school was designed primarily for those who were not so well

capitalised as the parents of children sent to such an

establishment as that of Ballitore. Its curriculum was more
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circumscribed and centred on elementary mathematical operations, 

the Bible and spelling. Ballitore by contrast offered an 

education centred on Latin and Greek and directed at the wider 

areas of commerce. It also accepted a proportion of non-quaker 

pupils who were prepared for entry into Trinity College, Dublin. 

The new Provincial School was situated at Mountmellick and 

governed by a standing committee of 44 men and 33 women members 

appointed annually at the Quarterly meeting. Its membership as 

a committee naturally gave a big representation to Dublin. The 

school was supported by donations and by regular annual 

collections in each Monthly Meeting in Leinster. Fees were paid 

by parents but in cases of hardship the Monthly meeting would 

request tickets of admission and pay the requisite sums.

However quakers were showing concern not only for the 

schooling of the members of their own Society but manifesting an 

Interest in the provision of education for the wider community. 

The same year as the establishment of the Leinster Provincial 

School, a number of Dublin Quakers, including in particular one 

Ephraim Bewley, set up a free school in School Street. This was 

opened every Sunday for the pupils and was run on strictly non- 

denominational lines. Widening social concern was also shown 

by Friends in a series of committees set up by the Dublin 

Monthly Meeting. They were set up on the basis of

recommendations from the National Meeting of 1766. Unreasonable 

rents, high prices of provisions and low wages were blamed tor 

the difficulties of the poor. The recommendations resulted, in
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the case of Dublin Monthly Meeting, in a further suggestion, 

'The meeting is given to understand that the committee to whom 

it was referred to endeavour to carry into effect the benevolent 

intention of the National Meeting respecting the labouring poor 

have met sundry times and made enquiry into the wages paid by 

manufacturers to the tradesmen they employ and such Friends as 

have cotters under them and day labourers;- did not find but 

Friends were clear of oppression; some instances however having 

appeared where it was apprehended Friends did not pay their 

labourers equally to the rates proposed by the committee of the 

National Meeting. It is recommended to the committee of this 

meeting to continue their endeavours to bring Friends to a 

compliance with the benevolent recommendations of the National 

Meeting relative to this subject.'"'^ Ve unfortunately do not 

know what the 'rates proposed' were.

Yet another area of social concern which was attracting the 

attention of Dublin Friends related to the use of what were 

known as 'ardent spirits'. The increase in their consumption 

had been noted frequently. 461,274 gallons of whiskey was said 

to have passed excise duty in 1725. The figure had risen to 

3,413,005 in 1777. Dr. Rutty the Dublin Quaker physician gave 

particular atention to the subject in his book An Essay Towards

a Natural History of tiie County oi Dublin. dating the

increase in consumption of spirit from circa 1750. A formal 

concern probably originating in Dublin emerged at the Leinster 

Quarterly Meeting in 1789. The National Meeting uniting in the
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concern requested the Dublin Friends to prepare an address on 

the subject for presentation to the Lord Lieutenant. In this 

the Dublin Friends urged the legislature to curb the consumption 

of spiritous liquors. As noted in the extract from the

Journal of John Pemberton the custom was doing incalculable harm 

to the populace. Friends themselves did not come free from the 

prevailing climate. Disownments for drunkhess and related 

varlties of intemperance were frequent among Friends.

The degree to which the generality of Friends were being 

assimilated to the customs of their fellow citizen is reflected 

in the trenchant advice of the Yearly Meeting for the year 1793. 

The committed leadership of the Society saw the members as under 

threat,

'This meeting hath been brought under a renewed exercise on 

acJDunt of the answers to the Sixth Query, whereby it 

appears that a spirit of libertinism is rushing in, and 

laying waste the testimony which we have been called to 

bear against the attendance of vain sports, places of 

diversion and gaming, as well as the unnecessary

frequenting of taverns, and other public houses, and excess 

of drinking: amongst these evils enumerated, hunting and

sporting with dogs and guns seems to have increased among 

the youth and others ' i The hurtful aspects of such 

practices was adverted to, and stage-plays, gaming, horse

races included. Above all it was noted that 'the great
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evil of inteperance; and drinking to excess' was

increasing,

The year 1793 was significant in a special way to Irish 

quaker philanthropy. If on the one hand quakers were

increasingly being assimilated to other sections ofthe 

population so also was an internal reaction against this 

beginning to emerge in the Society itself. 1793 saw the Soceity 

being forced into a variety of crises by national military 

developments and political issues. The way in which these 

issues were to be resolved was to determine the way in which the 

Society was to relate to the wider Irish community over the next 

two centuries. The Eighth Query, like others was, as already 

noted, regularly read in the Monthly Meeting. 'Are Friends

faithful in our testimony against bearing arms and being in any 

way concerned in the militia, in privateers, letters of marque, 

or armed vessels or dealing in prize goods The response of

Friends to the situation was traditional. But their

understanding of the Peace testimony of their ancestors had so 

far developed, that not alone were young men and others

counselled to keep clear of military activities and armed 

conspiracies but as the year 1793 advanced Friends were

persuaded to destroy any guns or weapons that they might

possess. The united decision to act in that way reflected a 

resurrection of spiritual strength in the face of the 

difficulties which threatened the Society. Abraham Shackleton 

the Second of Ballitore may be regarded in particular as one
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Friend who had understood the finer implications of the Peace 

Testimony. His viewpoint was to become significant in another 

way in the course of the next few y e a r s . H e  was a friend of 

Job Scott who visited and died at Ballitore in 1793. Whilst 

Shackleton's viewpoints were undoubtedly arrived at through 

independent spiritual and rational enquiry, there is good reason 

to feel that contact with the American Quaker Scott did much to 

transmit to him the viewpoints of American Quakers concerning

peace. Scott was a ministering Friend in what has been

described as the 'quietist' mould. He was in reality in the 

traditional mould of quakerism, a quakerism as yet not vastly 

affected by the assumptions of evangelicism. Job Scott was

acutely sensitive to the teaching of Christianity concerning 

peace and observed the scenes of violence around him in Ireland, 

commenting on the continuing wars in France and other places.^’

Dublin Monthly Meeting like other Monthly Meetings 

carefully applied every disciplinary measure possible to any 

member owning a weapon of destruction. Vhere difficulties were 

pleaded, such as in the case of quakers who had been made

freemen of Dublin (who being permitted to affirm had also 

promised to keep a gun), the Monthly meeting urged them speedily 

to find a way out of their s i t u a t i o n . T w o  Dublin Quakers were 

found to have Joined the United Irishnen and were disowned, 

Vithin a short while the quakers were able to show that their 

only hope and trust was in the Divine power alone, and not in 

any earthly, violent force.
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Such concern about the Peace Testimony did not however 

incapacitate the Friends in Dublin from showing a constructive 

interest in the ongoing demands of philanthropy. On the model 

of the successful Dublin General Dispensary set up in 1785^“* and 

in which some Friends joined, the Sick Poor Institution was set 

up in 1794 primarily through the effort of Friends. In 1797 

the Dublin Monthly Meeting raised a sum of £544 for which Samuel 

Bewley, already known for his philanthropic interests, was 

appointed the treasurer. Many quaker households abstained 

from the use of sugar as being a product derived from slave 

labour. And in the very year of the Rising in 1798 a new

building was erected to accommodate the increasing numbers of 

pupils at the School Street School.

The refusal of Friends to assist in the war effort on any 

side earned them a degree of scorn and the loss of property. 

But their loyalty to the Christian message of peace, according 

to their own account led to a preservation of their own 

community from overt acts of violence. A degree of relief was 

administered by them to all parties in the warfare. A number of 

Friends were able to act with a reconciling influence and to 

preserve people from m u r d e r . A b r a h a m  Shackleton was noted as 

refusing to join an armed band even though a blunderbuss was 

held to his throat. He was able to save Hugh Cullen the father 

of Cardinal Cullen. With the ending of the violence, the

Friends recognised that it would not be correct to accept any 

government relief, since they had not been wiling to take part
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in the military support of the government. They initiated their 

own Internal relief scheme for which a total subscription of 

£3,845.17.8 was raised, of which £251.10.12 came from Leinster 

Friends. A committee was set up acting chiefly from Dublin 

under the direction of Samuel Bewley and a group of other 

Friends. They handled all incoming applications for relief 

which were forwarded to them by the Clerks of the respective 

Monthly and Preparative meetings where losses had occurred. 

Applications were turned down in the case of those whom it was 

felt should be able to handle their own difficulties. In the 

case of the less well off who had frequently had their property 

burned or their stock driven off suitable assistance was 

speedily furnished. Much relief was also individually given to 

non-quakers, that is to say not through the medium of quaker 

instituted committees. The whole operation was carried out 

smoothly^ utilising the existing structures of quaker meetings 

and relying on the trust friendship and family connections of 

the quakers. Quaker losses amounted to perhaps £7,581.*"' Such 

small losses may be acconnt^j for by the highly localised nature 

of the Rising and also that Friends only recorded such losses as 

were corporately recompensed.

Much doctrinal unrest had been experienced among Irish 

Friends in the years from 1798 and beyond to 1800. Previous to 

that Friends had been opening out towards the wider community 

which appeared to show some interest to hear their message. 

The meeting houses of other religious groups were often made
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available to their ministers, There appeared to be a variety 

of Christian ecumenism abroad in which folks wished to hear the 

views of people with whom they might not in every point agree. 

Friends responded to this movement by printing quaker books for 

enquirers.^"* The emergent doctrinal dissent among Friends 

centred on the view entertained of the scriptures. Apart from 

the North, doctrinal dissent was particularly identified with 

Ballitore. It seems to have been connected, as already 

suggested, with Abraham Shackleton and in particular with his 

heightened understanding of the meaning of the Peace Testimony. 

By his adherence to his own viewpoint he was led to undervalue 

the Old Testament, feeling that its accounts of bloody wars 

contradicted the idea of a Loving God.^'’ The dissent might well 

have been overlooked but a series of visiting quaker ministers 

from America imported a variety of doctrinal dissent from their 

own home communities. This exacerbated the situation in Ireland 

and led to widespread disaffection, particularly in the North 

and to a nujmber of resignations and 'minutes of disunity' in 

Dublin. The dissent also related to an incipient sense of

Irish Nationality that had been slowly moving towards a more 

formal self definition. The process was temporarily curbed 

under the influence of the American visitors. And as one of the 

effects of 1798 the traditional anxieties of Irish Friends 

revived in relation to their home country and made them look for 

an exterior reassurance against the threat of doctrinal dissent 

by the maintenance of the link with London Yearly Meeting. 

Ironically the quaker doctrinal dissent was seen by Wakefield as
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a variety of Republicanism and egalitarianism that had 

stimulated the United Irishmen !

18QQ - I860

It has been necessary to spend an extended period in 

considering dissent among Friends since their powerful movement 

of reaction against some aspects of the wider Irish community, 

and their fear to do or say anything that might divide or weaken 

their own community was to restrict their response to the needs 

of their country. From 1800 therefore quaker energies can be 

seen as being turned into two channels. Internally they 

wereconcerned about discipline and in using their business 

expertise in Internal administrative reform. Externally, apart 

from the energies they put into the development of business they 

were increasingly Involved in a wide variety of philanthropic 

reform. Internally new structures were set up in Dublin Monthly 

Meeting to handle finance in place of the older Poor committee 

which had its functions redefined. Similarly a committee known 

as Yearly Meeting's Committee was set up to handle the ongoing 

business of the Society between Yearly Meetings and in relation 

to well defined a r e a s . A g a i n  a large portion of its work 

devolved on Dublin Quakers. To some degree it was able to act 

as a resource group for stimulating activity in the Society. 

One of its first Jobs was to codify the lists of Advices and 

Minutes that had for all the life of the Society existed in 

manuscript frrrf'm. Some of these had been issued originally in
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Dublin and some in London. The codification reflected the

increasing rigidity and conservatism of the Society. The 

effects of their zeal are probably to be recognised in the 

decline in disownments for offences against the discipline such 

as for drunkeness or fornicaion. Although it has to be admitted 

that such a decline probably also reflected the new developing 

ethos of the wider community,

Dublin in 1800 had probably in the region of 177,206

Inhabitants. The changing climate towards philanthropic

improvement is to be seen in the number of Associations and 

institutions established to help the poor. A contemporary 

directory lists 12 hospitals, 5 orphanages, 8 dispensaries,

relief organsiations and loan s o c i e t i e s . Q u a k e r s  were 

involved in some of these. It is noteworthy that the Society 

itself did not initiate organisations. It was generally 

individual quakers, on their own initiative, or using their

quaker contacts, in conjunction with like minded individuals of 

similar class and religious viewpoint who undertook the

promotion of philanthropic institutions. The acceleration of 

philanthropic activity by quakers and others from the beginning 

of the nineteenth century was stimulated by a primitive

ecumenical impulse, by an improved capacity for undertaking

charitable work and by an evangelical activist outlook emphasing 

individual responsibility but modified by the practice of quaker 

corporate discipline.
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The structures of the Society continued to operate to 

ensure that its members operated according to standards of 

Justice towards the poor. Dublin Monthly Meeting, as a result 

of concern expressed at the Quarterly Meeting set up a committee 

in third month which reported in sixth month of the same year in 

the following terms,

'The committee appointed in fourth month last to enquire 

into the conduct of the members of our Society with regard 

to the labouring poor reported that some who employ winders 

have agreed to make a small addition to their wages. The 

committee are desirous that all Friends should consider 

whether or not they are conducting themselves towards this 

class of their fellow creatures as they ought - and it is 

particularly recommended to those who employ work people 

that they pay them as much as possible singly; and that 

their wages be paid at such times as may be most likely to 

benefit them in making their markets, and that Friends be 

careful not to detain their workers when they come for 

their wages; duly remen4ring that while we keep them from 

their work we are depriving them of the opportunity of 

earning their bread'

Wages for a winder in 1800 might be noted as in the region 

5/- per week."^^
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Years of hardship and fever among the poor had resulted in 

increased pressure on facilities of the Sick Poor Institute 

which was handling for the period 1794-1807 an average of 4,521 

patients per a n n u m . I t s  management recognised that much of 

the good work done was undermined by the free circulation of 

fever patients among those not so sick. A bad epidemic of fever 

in 1802 encouraged them to take decisive remedial action. With 

the help of a grant of £1,000 obtained from the government 

through the good offices of the Lord Lieutenant; and with a 

collection amounting to £6,330.18.1)4 two hospitals, for patients 

and convalescents, were erected at Cork s t r e e t . T h e  hospitals 

certainly relieved the pressure on the Sick Poor Institute but 

the condition of the Liberties was deteriorating to such a 

degree that the number of patients availing of its services 

showed a regular rise from 4,132 in 1804 to 7,487 in 1807, at an 

expenditure of £524 per annum. An account of the operation of 

the Institution notes as among the special characteristics, of 

the institution: 1) the voluntary nature of its management,

2) the effort to actually investigate the objects of its charity 

through direct visitation in the fevered and contagious 

surroundings, and 3) the method of raising subscriptions 

without public appeals and charity sermons.^'* We may assume 

these characteristics to derive from a quaker ethos.

Ve have remarked on the setting up of charitable 

institutions outside of the basic structures of the Society, but 

it is worth noting the method behind the establishment of one
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specific quaker institution. The pattern of its establishment 

under the aegis of the society illustrates the way in which 

charities with a wider significance than the Society were set 

up. The institution in question was the Retreat at Bloomfield. 

It had been the practice of Friends for a number of years to 

send members in need of help as a result of mental illness to 

the Retreat at York. It was felt that a more humane treatment 

would there be accorded them, a human treatment more in 

accordance with the ideas of Friends. But in 1807 when 

application was made by Dublin Monthly Meeting to send a patient 

to York, the institution there politely declined in view of the 

pressure of applications from English Friends.^-' Dublin Friends 

requested the return of their subscription, a sum amounting to 

£105 British. Ten days later a similar Irish scheme was 

promoted at the yearly Meeting under the prime influence of 

Samuel Bewley. The names of William Robinson, Thomas Pim,

Jonas Stott and William Harding appear among the initial 

subscribers. The same names consistently appear in connection 

with the promotion of numerous contemporary charitable

schemes. The same men and others were also prominent at every

level in the administration of quaker affairs. The Yearly 

Meeting initiated the plan and arranged for all the Provincial 

and Monthly Meetings to raise subscriptions on a regular and 

systematic basis. But the development and responsibility for 

the setting up and management of the Retreat was left to a body 

of subscribers who would elect a committee, which would itself 

appoint a sub-committee. It was planned not to get going until

-  457 -



a sum of £2,000 had been s u b s c r i b e d . T h e  proceedings 

reflected exactly the usual way for setting up a joint stock 

company, as they also reflected the running of the Religious 

Society of Friends. A similar emphasis on concensus and harmony 

is to be identified in the three patterns of organisation. The 

committee sought for a site, and since funds came in slowly^-" 

invested the balance of £1,500 in Ballast Office Funds until it 

would be needed. The scheme did not really get off of the 

ground until 1810.®° The committee was able to call on every 

necessary piece of expertise in the persons of its members. One 

was knowledgeable about buildings and materials, one was able to 

tap legal expertise to establish clear title to the property it 

was proposed to buy. Another knew about heating, and another 

about the printing of notices and the placing of advertisements. 

The committee were able to contact seemingly endless resources 

of enthusiasm, energy and cpaital towards the scheme. They met 

regularly every week to discuss the details. Having little 

knowledge about the treatment of mental illness they 

investigated hospital conditions in Dublin and entered into 

communication with Tuke, the quaker founder of the Retreat at 

York, to seek information about the kindly methods of treatment 

piooneered by him t h e r e . W h e n  it came to selecting staff they 

put the word about the various Monthly Meetings in Ireland, 

feeling that a Friend would be preferable.^’ Vhen such a person 

was identified they arranged to send him expenses paid to York 

to work there awhile and learn how to apply the York methods.

In usual quaker style the proceedings were methodically and
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scrupulously recorded, with consequent Issuing of Rules, Reports 

and Lists of Subscribers. The difficulties of staff, building 

and general management reveal how the committee by a pragmatic 

method learned from their experience in navigating this infant 

institution to maturity.

As in many quaker intiated charities their origin is to be 

found in the practical recognition of a problem and then the 

search for an immediate solution. The recognition of the 

problem, the search for a solution, tend to derive from a 

pragmatic rather than a doctrinaire viewpoint. Many of the

Institutions established primarily through the influence of 

Dublin Quakers involved a practical ecumenism, and a high degree 

of co-operation with a prominent group of Anglican Evangelicals, 

centring round the Guinness and La Touche families. 1811 saw 

the setting up of the Kildare Place Schools. These were set up 

on a strictly pragmatic and non-sectarian basis. It was 

recognised that there would be no acceptability for them on any 

other basis. Such a basis was arrived at from the practical, 

successful experiment of the Dublin Free School, Samuel Bewley 

was the leading light in the new promotion, as he also had been 

Involved in the original free school and in the Quaker 

Provincial School for Leinster.

An organisation with a somewhat different flavour was set 

up by Irish Quakers in 1 8 1 3 , Its committee of twelve included 

Samuel Bewley, It was set up with a propagandist purpose but a

-  459 -



purpose modified by a quaker ecumenism. This was the Dublin 

Tract Association. Its aim was not so much to act as a

prosyletising agency as to use the opportunity to explain 

Friends special views on matters of doctrine and belief at a 

time when many agressively proselytising agencies were being set 

up in the coutnry, Friends felt that they had a duty to ensure 

that amidst the clash of argument an opportunity would be found 

to get a hearing for Friends views and to defend such views from 

ill informed attack. It was emphasised in the Association's

frist Report, ' . . . (believing) that there is not a sentiment in 

any tract which has been published likely to offend any 

Christian of whatever denomination.'^-'^ Apart from the guarded 

ecumenism and desire not to Inflame sectarian feeling another 

feature typical of its quaker background is the emphatic wish, 

as expressed in the ninth rule of the Association, not to 

trespass In any degree on the functions of doctrinal and 

disciplinary oversight entrusted to the Yearly Meeting and its 

Committees. That wish again was an aspect of the corporate 

approach of Friends to life, as well as the implicit fear of 

arousing Internal doctrinal dissent. Neither were any agents to 

be appointed by the Association if they had suffered the 

penalties of disownment. The Association enjoyed a moderate

degree of success but a constant note in annual reports is that 

of regret that Friends do not show a big interest in the 

organisation or adequately subscribe to its objects.
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Another highly practical scheine initiated by quakers in 

conjunction with members of the Guinness and La Touche families, 

and with Samuel Bewley playing a central role, was the Dublin 

Savings Bank. Taking advantage of the Act 57 Geo 3 c. 105 ' to 

encourage the Establishment of banks for Savings in Ireland' it 

was set up to encourage the virtues of thrift for the poor. The 

Inaugural meeting was held in the School house at School Street. 

Four quakers, Samuel Bewley, John Barrington, Joseph Bewley and 

Villlam English were on the six man committee set up to mature a 

plan... The committee and the sponsors stood security for the 

new bank in a way provided for by the relevant government 

legislation.®^ Such savings banks besides providing interest 

commanded a much greater appearance of security than the 

majority of contemporary banks, hence provided a greater 

attraction to those who were able to save even a little. Such 

banks were set up very much on a paternalistic basis. If 

drinking was implicitly discouraged the results of temperance 

were held out in the facility provided by savings banks. A 

deposit book of the Limerick Savings Bank included a moral 

exhortation as to the virtues of savings. It advised depositors 

to avoid party and politics, described as 'the curse of Ireland' 

tending to make them discontented and 'envious of the lot which 

providence has assigned to those whom they think more highly 

favoured' and correspondingly outlined the virtues of thrift.

A similar message was inculcated by the quakeress Abigail 

Roberts who wrote a series of moral stories in dialogue form 

aimed at assisting the poor to Improve their lot.“'̂ With so
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many charitable institutions of such a thoroughly practical 

nature to their credit in the Liberties it is worth quoting a 

contemporary account of Quaker influence,

'Their habits of industry, frugality and moderation, which 

the admirable regulations of their Society still keep up, 

present the necessity of those charities among their body 

which are expedient among other societies' '...but while 

they are thus exempt from charitable demands from their own 

sect, they are most prompt to dispense it to others, and 

those who most want it. The several charities of the 

Liberties of Dublin are principally indebted to quakers for 

their support. The Meath Hospital the Fever Hospital, the 

Sick Poor Institution in Meath Street and the extensive 

School in School Street are much indebted to them, the last 

two almost exclusively supported by their exertions'

By 1819 Ireland Yearly Meeting appeared to be entering a 

more public arena. Dublin Monthly Meeting on the request of the 

Yearly Meetng's Committee was requested to draft an address 

against capital punishment. This was duly done, and directed to 

the British Houses of Parliament via the London correspondent of 

Irish Friends. A reply was soon received from the correspondent 

stating that the English Friends had already sent a similar 

address and therefore returned the one drafted by Friends in 

Ireland. Dublin Friends reacted in a very stiff manner 

revealing the traditional undercurrent of ambivalence about the 

relations of Ireland and London Yearly Meeting. ' In brotherly
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condescension' they withdrew their address, remarking 

nevertheless that they thought it would be of advantage that as 

many addresses or petitions as passible should be sent.^’

New approaches to organisation and protest both inside and 

outside the Society of Friends were coming to fruition. An 

emergent middle class was eager to grasp the opportunity to 

pioneer new democratic methods on a wider and more confident 

scale than ever before. Much such philanthropic work undertaken 

by quakers received a direct or indirect stimulus from the

community at Ballitore. Abraham Shackleton had died in 1818 but 

his personal influence and that of his daughter Mary Leadbeater 

endured. Whilst a number of ex-pupils of the school were 

engaged in the more visibly practical areas of traditional 

philanthropy others were chiefly interested in the new style 

philanthropic organisations with propagandist aims of a wider 

and more generalised significance. One in particular worth 

mentioning was the Hibernian Peace Society. This was modelled on 

the London Peace Society^^ which had been set up primarily

through the efforts of the English Quaker William Allen. Allen

was known to Irish Friends and had visited Ireland in the work 

of the ministry.'®® The publications of the London Peace Society 

had been read by pupils of the Ballitore School for a number of 

years previously,^'* and a number of the pupils at Ballitore

School were familiar with other pacifist publications 

originating in America. The ground was therefore well

prepared when the Hibernian Peace Society was set up by another
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past pupil of the school, Joshua Abell. He was the owner of a 

private school, and a polymath, The prime rule of the H.P.S. 

was 'that it is our firm conviction that the Christian religion 

as taught by Jesus Christ and his apostles proposes nothing 

contrary to the happiness and true interests of mankind, and 

that its tendency is to promote peace and goodwill on earth' 

Out of its initial committee of 13 there were perhaps only four 

non-quakers. Similarly out of its total membership in 1825 

perhaps 14 only out of 52 were not quakers. Samuel and Joseph 

Bewley, Jonathan and Thomas Pim were among the quaker 

subscribers. Among the non-quakers were John David Latouche, 

James Digges Latouche, John Purser junior and Tertius, and 

Archibald Hamilton Rowan. The chief propagandist methods of the 

H.P.S. included letters to the newspapers and the circulation of 

tracts which by 1825 amounted to 1,500. The peace society had a 

degree of success and pioneered a primitive ecumenism. Besides 

attracting the attention of a number of prominent evangelicals 

it also managed to attract a degree of support from Dr. Doyle 

the Roman Catholic Bishop of Carlow.-’® At that time the

Peace Society did not emphasise the necessity of subscribing to 

a total pacifist position of asserting that all wars both 

offensive and defensive were wrong.

Numerous philanthropic ventures were afoot. The names of 

Samuel Bewley and Jonathan Pim were involved in the African 

Committee which aimed to help in the education and welfare of 

n e g r o e s . H a n n a h  Kilham, its prime English Quaker promoter
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spent a while among the poor of Ireland, as recorded in a minute 

of the Dublin Monthly Meeting.’ ”̂ A number of Dublin Friends 

subscribed to her work in Africa. Dublin Friends also 

subscribed to the Greek Relief schemes promoted by William 

A l l e n . I n  connection with a reviving campaign against 

slavery the Ireland Yearly Meeting sent a petition on the 

subject to the British Parliament. This had the signature of 

175 Irish Friends, including those of Joshua Abell, Richard 

Allen and Richard D, Webb who were all to be very active in the 

anti slavery campaign at the head of a few years. Whilst the 

slave trade had effectively been stopped, slavery still existed 

in the British Colonies and other places. Joshua Beale of Cork 

who had been a quaker but had been disowned for the infringement 

of the marriage regulations of the Society was long renowned for 

his philanthropic viewpoint. He was closely identified with the 

Ballitore School community through his friendship with Mary 

Leadbeater and Abraham Shackleton. In a series of letters to 

Mary Leadbeater he transmits his enthusiasm for this new phase 

in the anti-slavery campaign. He explains how committees may be 

set up and patrons found among prominent and respected citizens. 

He suggests that the young and enthusiastic be encouraged to 

join up and suggests that propagandist journals be circulated 

and petitions promoted amongst members of the chief religious 

communities, including if necessary the local 'popish priest'. 

He feels that his chief successes have been amongst the 

dissenting people. Typical of many quakers, whilst he had no

-  465 -



longer a connection with the Society he maintained its 

humanitarian approach and methods.

As a body the Dublin Monthly Meeting in 1826 promoted a 

collection for the 'labouring poor' as well as for the anti

slavery c a u s e . Y e t  another similar collection was promoted 

in 1827’°^ and in the same year Elizabeth Fry came to Dublin 

with her brother Joseph John Gurney. Their prime concern was to 

pay a visit in the ministry to their Irish Friends, but they 

also came to Investigate the slate of Irish prisons. They met 

Protestant and Roman Catholic clergy of every degree and had 

easy access to the Lord Lieutenant and all officials with whom 

they wished to communicate. They produced a report after their 

visit which was designed to recommend improvements in the prison 

system and to criticise its darker aspects. Their visit was 

again, more in terms of the 'traditional' quaker philanthropy. 

Such use of the word 'traditional' will I hope become clearer in 

the course of this account

Joshua Abell was involved in setting up the Hibernian 

Negroe's Friend Society in 1827. Ve may assume a prime role for 

him since he acted, as he acted for the Hibernian Peace society 

as its Secretary and as a major speaker at its meetings. The 

H.K.F.S. attained to a high degree of popular attention. At its 

third anniversary meeting a crowd of 2,000 people was addressed 

by Daniel O'Connell at the R o t u n d a . T h e  same society was 

conducted in conjunction with a free produce warehouse promoted
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by a quaker grocer who would not sell any goods known to be the 

product of slave labour in the Vest Indies. The Yearly

Meeting and Dublin Monthly Meeting raised subscriptions for the 

anti-slavery c a u s e . A  letter from James H.Vebb describes 

hearing anti-slavery speakers at London Yearly Meeting. The 

letter in which the description occurs shows that many of the 

English Quakers were well known to Irish Friends.’”-’ Irish 

Friends were In many cases very receptive to these strengthening 

currents of thoughts.

Among the newer types of philanthropic organisation was the 

Dublin Temperance Society of 1829. In this Richard D. Vebb took 

an important part.’’’ The Society changed its name to the 

Hibernian Temperance Society in the following year.’’ ’̂ Friends 

had long been concerned about the effects of intemperance and 

had made consistent efforts to rid themselves of any connection 

with the production of spirits.’’̂  But the new temperance 

movement as such did not attract a wide degree of support from 

quakers in Ireland. Those who were most prominent in the 

promotion of philanthropic institutions whilst they did in some 

Instances subscribe to the newer types of propagandist movement 

were noticeably absent from the committees that were in charge 

of them and promoted them. The names of the commercially 

successfully Pim family occur on numerous subscription lists. 

In 1833 we might note the Mendcity, the Cork Street Hospital, 

the Society for the Improvement of Servants and the Sick Poor 

Institution’’ but in what appears as either a pragmatic
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abstention or a preference for a more practical charity the same 

names to not occur in connection with the direction of peace, 

anti-slavery or temperance societies.

The thirties coincided with a period of political reform 

which was to widen the possibility of political involvement for 

all sections of the community and finally removed all 

disabilities from quakers in the use of the affirmation. It 

left the way open for quakers to move into more explicitly 

political areas, to act as magistrates and to serve on juries in 

criminal c a s e s . B u t  the Society at its official level was 

only willing to respond in a cautious manner to the new

possibilities. The fear of outward involvement is probably

partly to account for the caution of many quakers in anti

slavery or philanthropic reform. They were counselled against 

voting and warned about the dangers of party spirit and

political animosity.’’̂ -

The new varieties of philanthropic organisation however, 

began to open up areas of vicarious political activity. 

Elizabeth Fry or the like or those friends with prominent moral 

standing or financial status could gain easy access to those 

with power and influence. They could to some degree cancel out 

imposed or self-imposed democratic disabilities. Other quakers 

of a humbler class but fully aiming at the expression of theii 

new found middle class status were by reason of their

philanthropic quaker background performing political functions.
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Much of the organisation implied in the patterns of reform 

used by the new generation of philanthropists was centred on the 

production of leaflets, tracts and newspapers. The collection 

of statistics and other information was regarded as very 

important and presupposed a highly literate community with 

propagandist and communication skills. Typical methods of 

organisation Involved public meetings, resolutions, speeches and 

songs. The first step in setting up a new oganisatlon involves 

the collection of subscriptions to provide capital. This pocess 

often provided part of the rationale of the organisation 

equivalent to the processes of capital investment and 

accumulation in a business company but with different aims 

altogether. The use of new found middle class power was 

channelled through members of Parliament known to be sympathetic 

to the particular causes espoused. Conscious of the value of 

the written and printed word they aiflressed with confidence 

powerful political figures who on mnay occasions could not 

conceal their dislike of these bourgeoise.

It was recognised that all branches of philanthropy implied 

a common human interest and hence similar patterns of behaviour 

and organisation. The early peace movement saw itself as

utilising the methods of campaign hitherto used by the anti

slavery movement. The temperance movement was seen as a

suitable base for advancing the peace and anti-slavery 

movements.’'̂  It was on such a basis that a small group of 

Dublin Quakers and others came to be identified with a wide
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range of philanthropic reforms, on the new and more highly 

propagandist model. The names of three of these chief reformers 

were Richard Allen, Richard D. Webb and James Haughton. They 

had a very high public profile in view of their association with 

national figures such as Father Mathew and Daniel O'Connell, as 

well as thier connections with numerous British reformers. They 

and their associates were referred to be a contemporary

newspaper editor as the 'anti-everythingarians'. They were 

involved in reforms related to British India, to the corn laws, 

the prevention of cruelty to animals, the promotion of peace, of 

anti-slavery, and of numerous kindred matters.''*^ Vhilst they 

were very few, they are important in relation to Irish

Quakerism. That importance is derived from the fact that their

patterns of activity were atypical of Irish Quakerism, and were

not so much normative as highlighted the norm of the other 

quakers. Their advocacy of various reforms was nurtured by the 

Society, but in their case the message of philanthropy carried a 

series of attitudes somewhat critical of the Society. To some 

degree their reforming zeal provided a release from the 

stultifying demands for conformity that the Society imposed.’’’̂ 

Similarly these idealistic advocates of humanity were regarded 

with a degree of suspicion by their co-religionists.'^'^ It was 

felt they were becoming too involved in the world. The highly 

public and propagandist methods of the temperance movement were 

seen as kindred to the political activity that was disapproved 

of. Vebb in a letter to William Lloyd Garrison a well known 

American anti-slavery reformer refers to being 'lectured' by a
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'public Friend' for his connection with anti-slave and 'non 

resistant' reformers.’^’ These Irish quaker radicals detected 

and reacted against the highly conservative and Tory approach of 

their co-religionists. Such Tory approaches were specific to 

Irish Q u a k e r s . W e b b ' s  letters often betray a wish to 

identify with the poor and under privileged as against the 

richer and wealthier quakers.’^^ In the case of Vebb such 

opposition was crystalised in the failure of quakers to go to a 

radical extreme on the anti-slavery issue when the Irish Yearly 

Keeting refused to accept an epistle from a breakaway group of 

the Indiana Yearly Meeting. The said breakaway group had been 

formed by quaker radical anti-slavers.’̂ '"

The advocacy of anti-slavery brought Vebb and his fellow 

reformers into close contact with the branch of quakerism known 

as Hicksite. Hicksites were regarded by other quakers with 

intense suspicion and dislike. They were seen in the same mould 

as the Individuals who had so disturbed the Society at the turn 

of the century. They were probably even more sensitive on the 

issue since the Society in Ireland was still in the throes of 

dealing with a highly volatile group of dissidents who had 

created much bitterness by their extravagant and anarchistic 

behaviour. The group, known as White Quakers had started off 

advocating reforms in Quakerism and ended up adovcating 

anarchistic and communitarian reforms implying libertinism of 

various varieties. ’
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The movement towards an active part in political questions 

was partly countered and cancelled by the traditional doctrinal 

fears of Irish Quakers. It was also to a significant degree 

delayed by the crisis associated with the Great Famine which 

absorbed the energies of all Irish Quakers in a massive relief 

effort. The relief effort did not prevent the continuance of 

propagandist and philantrhopic activities but they seemed 

increasingly peripheral and their chief adovcates felt very 

disheartened.

The Famine was central to both Irish Quaker and wider

national history. Such an account as this could not be

considered without at least some reference to it. Quakers had 

already frequently undertaken relief efforts. A number of these 

have already been noted. But quakers in any country had never 

undertaken such a concentrated relief scheme implying the 

transmission of food, finance and other material assistance over 

trans-national boundaries. The relief schemes of the quakers 

involved a long and close correspondence with political figures. 

Some such contacts were based on relations built up through the

medium of commercial need, as in the promotion of railways, and

the use of Chambers of Commerce. Others were new and based on 

the particular crisis in question’ Quakers becuase of their 

widespread but intimate network, and their concern for both 

accuracy and for the collection of statistical information were 

in a powerful position to keep the government informed. Their 

very tendency to understatement made their arguments even more
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significant. They were seen as reliable and accpetable 

witnesses.

The quaker relief schemes in Ireland were not the biggest 

or the only ones. But they were regarded by the quakers 

involved in their promotion as important in awakening a wider 

public concern by practical e x a m p l e . I n  view of the scale of 

the calamity they recognised that they could not hope to achieve 

much. They saw their activities as supplementary to those of 

Government relief and as encouraging a bigger private effort to 

collect and redistribute resources. Regarding themselves as 

stewards of the wealth with which they believed themselves to be 

blessed they saw it as their duty to share this with the poor 

and starving. Dublin Friends were cential to mobilising the 

energies of the Society towards relief. Joseph Bewley of 

Dublin, son of Samuel was one of the first to Initiate action by 

setting up a soup kitchen under his own auspices. ' As the 

magnitude of the famine became apparent a group of Friends in 

Dublin summoned a committee in 1846. Subscriptions had already 

been collected in Dublin. Thomas Pirn and Joseph Bewley each 

subscried £200. 21 quaker correspondents had been appointed

throughout the country to handle subscriptions and organisation 

questions. The advantage of the Central Committee was seen ‘to 

be more efficient and useful to the community at l a r g e ' . A  

large amount of administrative work was needed. In keeping with 

the tradition and practice of the Society, 'A well arranged 

system of management and of accounts was therefore necessary to
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ensure due regularity in all the details, and afford facility 

hereafter for any scrutiny to which our transactions may be 

subjected'.''^® Many Friends gave of their services to the 

detriment of their health and businesses'^^ and whilst the 

management costs of the Committee were low it was necessary to 

employ several clerks. The importance of statistical

information and the dangers involved in accusations of unfair 

issuing of relief made it necessary to send Friends down country 

to investigate the situation at first hand. The relief was in 

many areas issued through the local protestant and roman 

catholic clergy or through some suitably literate and reliable 

person.’

The first soup kitchen organised by the Committee itself 

was set up at Charles' Street Dublin on the 23rd of First Month 

1847. It was designed as a model to stimulate similar efforts 

throughout the c o u n t r y . A  special committee was set up by 

men and women Friends who took turns to superintend. The 

average distribution of soup amounted to 1,000 quarts per day 

being sold at Id a quart, or else sold on the basis of tickets 

purchased at the same price by a third party. When the soup 

shop was finally closed it had distributed soup to the value of 

£917.5.2.

By the middle of 1848 the central committee was changing 

from methods of gratuitious relief to developing a system to 

encourage fisheries and f a r m i n g . I t  was involved in the
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distribution of seed and clothing. ’ ̂'=' Its members were 

beginning to recognise that in order to develop more permanent 

security from the threats of famine meth.ods of land reform were 

going to be needed. This was seen as vital to political harmony 

and the 'pursuits of peaceful industry.' Vhen in an Address to

the Public from the Relief Association of Friends in Ireland it

was stated that more than 11,000 grants had been made, food to

the value of £10,000 issued, besides monetary grants of £20,000.

They estimated that other relief organisations had with them 

handled million sterling and that the British Government had 

disbursed in the region of £10 million sterling. But with great 

regret they stated, ' In viewing our proceedings for the two 

years half which have elapsed since theformation of this 

association, and in contemplating the present unhappy condition 

of our country, the conviction is painfully forced on us, as 

well as the relief afforded from other sources, whatever may 

have been their value in affording a temporary alleviation of 

widespread misery, have achieved scarcely a useful result.

Nevertheless Irish Friends showed a distinct 

dlscinclination to put their efforts into explicit political 

activity. They preferred to concentrate on the promotion of 

their businesses or to be engaged in the philanthropic areas 

which by then were associated with them in terms of popular 

expectation. The conservative political behaviour of Irish 

Friends was often a matter of remark. Vith a few notable 

exceptions, such as that of Jonathan Pim who became a Liberal
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M.P. for Dublin City in 1868, such a conservative pattern was to 

remain charaderistic of Irish Quakers down to the present 

century.

Wherein then lies the significance of the quaker relief 

work during the period of the Great Famine ? Vhat were the 

factors that contributed to their effectiveness ? Firstly we 

would have to assume a pragmatic religious viewpoint that 

encouraged action rather than speculation. The organisation of

relief implied a willingness to go in the face of free trade

viewpoints that were often dearly held by Friends. Ve would have 

to consider quaker meetings for worship as foci where the 

sensitizing of individuals in a communal context could occur. 

Furnished with numerous examples of small and large relief works 

undertaken by their ancestors, the inclination to follow in 

their footsteps was natural. Having a widespread network of 

contacts, united by numerous ties of family, history and belief 

they were enabled to transmit information quickly. It was easy 

for them to set up committees that would take for granted the 

niceties of organisation since all participants were

familiarised with democratic modes of administration. Their 

efficient business practice besides, meant that whatever 

arrangemnts might be made they would always be subject to public 

and ongoing review. When we consider their wide commercial 

contacts and epxerience of dealing in a personal way with

politicians and building on a general attitude of trust, it can 

be seen that many would look to them for philanthropic
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leadership. Having also wide contacts in America and access to 

their brethren on a frequent and ongoing basis both there and in 

England they were able to channel resources very quickly to the 

suffering of Ireland.

The relief activity of the Society during the period of the 

Great Famine represents a high point in the concentrated

philanthropy of Irish Friends. The changes consequent on the 

Famine and the changing social dynamic of the Irish Friends were 

to mark their retreat from any creative leadership in Irish

commercial or economic life. The change of attitude is summed

up In the writing of Alfred Vebb early in the twentieth century. 

He reminisces concerning the 40's of the previous century,

'The burthen of dispensing relief fell mainly on Friends. 

Even then they still occupied a position of influence which 

they have never since in the natural course of affairs 

forfeited. Belonging then almost exclusively to the

trading class, few in the medical, none in othei 

professions, none In government serlvce or magistrates, few 

had as yet become landed proprietors, ahead of the members 

of other persuasions of the same class. In life, in

morale, in education, in refinement they exerted an

Influence disproportionate to their wealth and numbers. 

They were more directly philanthropic then than now'.’
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CQMCLUSIQH

To summarise, thus far had gone the great movement for

spiritual renewal carried on by George Fox, Vi Ilian Edmundson 

and others, By the mid-nineteenth century, dispirited and 

weakened in numbers the Irish Quaker community had retreated 

into the passive acceptance of a hereditary and sectarian role. 

It was in those terms that they achieved acceptance within the 

confines of Irish society. The role is to be detected not alone 

in their philanthropic activities but in their commercial and 

business affairs also. In place of the creative and innovative 

role they had adopted in the first three decades of the

nineteenth centruy they fell back to a more restricted role

appropriate to a rentier class, many of them relying to a degree 

on the income to be derived from the shrewd investments of their 

forefathers. Many of them attended a regular round of 

director's meetings, occupying seats reserved to them in tacit 

recognition of their heredity and as a token of their place in 

the delicately balanced sectarianism of Dublin's commercial 

life. Whilst they may have retained a certain reserve they

effectively identified with their protestant peer group. With 

the dis-establishment of the church the way was left open for an 

even greater identification with the wider protestant community. 

Through the vehicle of evangelical doctrine, if perforce 

qualified by a residual 'quaker' insight^such an identification 

was facilitated. The indications are that quakers like other
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protestants of their class became active in such organisations 

as the R.D.S. They moved into new profesions such as those of 

engineer, surveyor, doctor and lawyer. By this movement they 

were now able to enter into an inheritance of equality in all 

civil and educational areas, thereby postponing yet further the
9necessity for resolution of the psychogical dilemma of th4#r 

Irishness.

It is not the function of a historian to pass value

judgements. And it would be necessary to redress the negative 

definitions offered above. It is however the function of a 

historian to seek to understand the motivations of his subjects. 

He must seek to understand the economic pressures and

psychological factors that define the role of any particular 

class or community in the national life. It appears consistent 

with the analysis offered in this study of Dublin Quakers in 

economic life to state that their small community did achieve a 

moral status and standard of effectiveness in business. Whilst 

they like their commercial peer groups necessarily responded to 

the same economic currents, they did stand for a special non-

exploitative viewpoint that could pragmatically disregard

sectarian division.
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