














In both species, A. meridianus occurs in stomachs most frequently, and in higher 

numbers, in May than in July or September (Table 2.18).

Table A3 Distribution o f A. meridianus in eel and trout stomachs from Lough Feeagh
throughout 2007_____________________________________________________________

May July September

EEL

No. stomachs 6 (20.7) 1 (3.9) 2 (8.0)
containing Asellus
(%*)

Total no. of^5e//ws 24 1 2

Mean no. of 0.83 ± 0.46 0.04 ± 0.04 0.08 ± 0.06
Asellus ± S.E.

Range 11 1 1

TROUT

No. stomachs 8(31) 2(7.1) 0(0)
containing Asellus 
(%*)

Total no. o f Asellus 121 2 0

Mean no. o f 4.65 ± 2.5 0.07 ± 0.05 0
Asellus ± S.E.

Range 61 1 0

* = percentage o f stomachs for the month in question

Discussion

In the present study, A. meridianus was found infrequently in the diet o f eel and trout 

from Lough Feeagh. A seasonal pattern in the occurrence of A. meridianus in the diet 

o f eel and trout was observed, with significantly higher numbers o f Asellus consumed 

in May than in July or September. The numbers o f A. meridianus consumed did not 

differ significantly between eel and trout.
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A. meridianus has frequently been recorded as an important component of the diet of 

both eels and trout in Ireland (Moriarty, 1972, 1973, 1974) and Great Britain (Slack, 

1934) (Table 2.20). A. meridianus occurs at lower levels o f abundance in Lough 

Feeagh than in the majority o f other sites investigated (Table 2.20). It was not 

possible to compare seasonal patterns in A. meridianus occurrence in eel and trout 

diet in Lough Feeagh with other locations as no seasonal study of brown trout diet 

which contained A. meridianus could be found.

Table A4 Summary of data on A. meridianus occurrence in eel and trout 
stomachs in Ireland
Location Fish species Mean no. A. Reference

meridianus! fish
Lough Corrib North Eel 10.7 Moriarty, 1972

Lough Corrib South Eel 26.4 Moriarty, 1972

Lough Conn Eel 18.7 Moriarty, 1973

Fergus system lakes Eel 54.8 Moriarty, 1974

Upstream of Lough Derg Eel 1.0 Moriarty, 1974

Lough Feeagh Eel 0.34 Present study

Lough Feeagh Trout 1.5 Present study

Roundwood Reservoir Trout + Dauod et a l.

System 1986

River Test Trout + Slack, 1934

+ = presence/absence data only
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