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Coote came to Ireland in 1600 as a soldier and fought at Kinsale as a

captain of foot; he became provost marshal of Connaught in 1605, joint collector

of composition money there in 1613, collector of fines three years later,

provincial vice-president in 1620 and a privy councillor in the following year.

He was a commissioner to inquire into Inchiquin's property in 1619 and from the

following year was active in planning the projected plantation of Connaught. He

had, however, also built up strong links in Munster, marrying into a local settler

family (becoming Slingsby's* brother-in-law) and serving as sheriff in 1606. His

wife brought him considerable property in Cork and Queen's Counties. The

marriage may not have been amicable but their children formed important

alliances, with Francis Hamilton*, St. George*, Gifford*, Phillips* (and thus the

Usshers*), Arthur Hill* and the Moores*, as well as the Willoughbys of Galway;

all, except Hill* and Hamilton*, were part of the midlands / Connaught settler

community. He was an enthusiastic land speculator, building up estates in Sligo,

Leitrim and Roscommon before 1618, in addition to his property in King's and

Queen's Counties. In 1624-5 he was j.p. for Roscommon and Leitrim and three

years later a commissioner to raise money for the army there and in Sligo. He

was the first sovreign of Jamestown in 1620 (where he endowed a school, and

which he represented in 1634), and custos rotullorum of Queen's County in 1634.

With his son Charles* he also had land deals with Ormond and Boyle in the

1630s. He built up local industries, including a cloth works at Mountrath and

ironworks in Cavan, Sligo and Leitrim.108 Some estimate of his wealth may be

gained from his depositions, which claimed losses of £560 10s. 8d. in Mountrath,

£716 9s. in goods and estates, and £7,548 7s. 10d. in Leitrim, Sligo and Cavan, plus

£1,194 in annual profits from the Cavan iron works alone.109 One estimate put

his annual income at nearly £4,000 by 1640. He was made a freeman of Dublin in

1633 and Belfast in August 1640. He remained a member of the standing army

and was colonel of brigades in the new army of 1640. He reacted to the rebellion

with vigour and enthusiasm. Commissioned to raise troops, he was also

appointed governor of Dublin, and his actions in November-December 1641,

especially his burning of houses in Clontarf, were a major factor in pushing the

recusant gentry into taking defensive action. He fought with Ormond at Kilrush

108 The latter project was in partnership with Lord Cork, Lismore Papers, 1st. ser., II, pp 305-6,
312, 314,319; III, p. 13; N.L.I. MS. 13,237(14) (24).
109    Depositions of Isaac Sanders, Mountrath, 7 March 1643, T.C.D. MS. 815, f. 55r, 181r; Philip
Sergint, ibid, ff 90v,315; John Bourke, 26 October 1643, T.C.D. MS. 833, f. 223.
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and was killed taking Dangan Castle, Meath.110

CHARLES COOTE jr., (c1610-1661), Leitrim

e.s. Charles* and Dorothea, da. Hugh Cuffe, Cuffeswood, Cork; m. 1) by 1636,

Mary, da. Sir Francis Rushe, Castlejordan, and Mary, da. Sir Henry Duke; 2) Jane,

da. Sir Robert Hannay;

ed. Trinity College Cambridge, 1622;

Kt. 1626; 2nd. Bart., 1642; Earl of Mountrath, 1661;

Bur. Christchurch, Dublin.

M.P. Leitrim 1634, Galway and Mayo 1654 and 1659, Convention, Galway.Ill

Charles benefited from his father’s accretion of estates in Queen’s

County and Connaught. He lived at Castle Coote, Roscommon, and most of his

connections were with the midland and Connaught settler families of Gifford*,

St. George* and Piggott*, although he was brother-in-law of Robert Loftus* and

Wentworth* and Slingsby’s* nephew and also linked to Arthur Hill* and

Phillips*. He had many land deals with his father, including some with Ormond

and Boyle; he received lands in Queen’s County through his first marriage and

others in Limerick and elsewhere. In 1640, with Arthur Hill*, he was appointed

to the commission of the peace for Antrim, to examine those accused of

bewitching the Duchess of Buckingham. In the 1640s he was active in Ireland, as

cessor of composition money in 1643, agent to represent the protestant subjects to

Charles in 1643-4, and, two years later, president of Connaught. He was a witness

at Lord McGuire’s trial in London in February 1645. An active soldier, he fought

at Trim in June 1642, succeeding his father as provost-marshal of Connaught,

and he fought in that province for the next two years, and with Cole* in Sligo in

October-November 1645. He played a part in the Ulster-Connaught campaign of

110    A contemporary pamphlet mourned him: "The glory of our battell is gone, everyone is

beclouded; the most unhappie day ever befell the Protestants: and such joy to Papists ... whose
name was their terror; for hee with 100 men could doe more against them than others with 1000 ...
Who know not what he have lost in him, a Caesar for his valor, a Cato for honesty to his country, a
father to us all; that fought not so much for plunder [but] for his countreys good, a man so well read in
the nature and course of the Irish men and Countrey none like him left us, every day bemoaning him,
and the enemy rejoijcing; Never to much can bee said of of him, such wonders he hath done since
these times, for under God he hath been the instrument of our delivery." C.I., A New Remonstrance
of Ireland. or, A continued Diurnal of the most remarkable passages from the fifth of May to this
Present. (London, lune 2nd., 1642). p. 2 The D.N.B., and the Irish, gave rather different
assessments, T.C.D. MS. 813, f. 248r.
111    His brother Thomas represented Cavan Fermanagh and Monaghan in 1659.
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1647, commanding the Lagan army with Robert Stewart*, and being joined by

Mervin.* His troops captured Derry in 1649, but he was besieged there, and

relieved by Owen Roe O’Neill. He joined Ireton in besieging Galway and came

to terms with the Commonwealth, thus retaining his estates, and was active in

the Connaught administration in the 1650s, and was described as "beginning to

enlist the cashiered malcontents in Ireland" 112 in October 1653, acting as a

commissioner for Irish affairs. He was a commissioner to collect the assessment

for Ireland in Queen’s County, Meath, Wexford, Kerry, Cavan, Londonderry,

Roscommon, Mayo, Sligo, Leitrim and Galway in the last quarter of 1654 and

Roscommon, Leitrim and Galway in the second half of 1657; he was named as an

alderman in Londonderry’s 1657 charter. Throughout the 1650s he was dealing

on the Dublin Staple with Maule*, Lucas Dillon* and Gibson,* and, with other

Roscommon gentlemen he supported Martha Hatt’s petition of 1656-8. Despite

this public adherence to the Commonwealth, the 1653 articles of agreement

between Philip IV of Spain and Charles II specified that the Duke of York should

bring troops to Ireland, to link up with him in the royalist interest. This scheme

came to nothing, but it indicates some doubt as to his loyalty to the regime. By

June 1659 he was working for the restoration. The Census lists him as living in

Werburg St., Dublin. He was reappointed provost marshal and president of

Connaught, and made receiver general of composition money in Connaught and

Thomond, governor of King’s County, privy councillor and commissioner for

the poll money ordnance in Leitrim, Roscommon and Galway.

FRANCIS (COSBIE, COSBY, CROSBIE) (1612-1661+), Carysfort

2 s. Richard Cosby, Stradbally, Queen’s County, and Elizabeth, da. Sir Richard

Piggott (she rem. Barnaby Dunne (O Doyne), Brittas, Queen’s County); m. Ann,

da. Sir Thomas Loftus, Killian, Meath; 4s., 1 da.

The Cosbies came to Ireland from Lincolnshire by 1558, and were

granted Stradbally in 1563; Captain Francis Cosby, "an ancient and well advised

captaine" died at Glenmalure in 1580.113 Francis’s grandfather and namesake

married Helen Harpole of Shrule. The family connections were with the

112

113
CaL Clarendon, II, p. 264.

Magdalen College, Cambridge, Pepys MS. 2064, f. 100.
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Harpoles*, Loftuses* and Piggotts* - Dudley Loftus* was Francis’s half-uncle, and

also provided a link with the Wares*. As a younger son, he only inherited the

Stradbally estates when his infant nephew, also Francis, son of his deceased older

brother and Slingsby’s* daughter, died in 1638. His actions in the early part of the

rebellion were open to question by his fellow protestants; his half-brother

William Cosby or Kelly, was allowed the freedom of his house, despite being a

captain of rebels, and he was said to have been able to pass unmolested through

the rebel areas. He remained in Ireland in the 1650s, entering bonds before the

Dublin staple in 1651 and 1654. He was living at Timahoe, Queen’s County in

1660, and was a commissioner for the poll money ordnance there in 1661.

EDMOND COSSENS (CUSZENS), Coleraine

d. 1642+

Cossens was an alderman of Coleraine, where he lived. He signed the

letter of the mayor of Coleraine and others to the lords justices on 14 January

1642, and was a captain of forces there that year, when he was reported to have

paid his 100 men out of his own pocket. Very little is known of him, but he was

presumably not related to the Old English Westmeath family of the same name.

A John Cossens, servant to Sir Robert Loftus* held lands at Clonish in 1636.

JOHN COUGHLAN (COGHLAN, MC COUGHLAN), (1615-1660) King’s County

e.s. Garrett Coughlan (d. 1629) and Honora, da. Richard Bourke, Lord Clanricarde

and Frances Walsingham; she rem. (1633) 5th. Marquis Winchester; m. Mary or

Constance ; at least ls.

John was the grandson and heir of Sir John McCoughlan of Delvin

McCoughlan whose property in King’s County (10,880 acres) he inherited in 1633.

He lived at Kilcolgan and Caryscastle (Streamstown). Sir John was Sir Matthew

de Renzy’s great enemy and John is said to have owed Matthew* money on the

outbreak of the rebellion. He was a cousin of Thomas Bourke* and Clanricarde

and also linked to the Piggotts*, Robert Cusack* and Robert Dillon*. He joined

the rebellion by December 1641 and was a colonel of many companies of rebels.
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