A Short Glossary of Metaphysics
Peter Simons

with additional entries by Ross Cameron
Note: Many of the words in this glossary have everyday meanings which are different from these. We give only the more specialized philosophical meanings. 

johnsonian health warning: like all glossaries and dictionaries, not infallible and not complete, but an honest attempt to capture the senses of principal usages and occasionally to recommend some over others.

A-theory

A view about time according to which there is real passage of time, so that the difference between past, present and future is ontologically significant. Often the present or present objects are taken as privileged. Often connected with the semantic theory that what is true now is what is true simpliciter, while what was or will be true is no longer or is not yet true simpliciter.  Presentism, growing block and the moving spotlight are common versions of the A-theory.

abstract
Can mean one of several things when said of an object.

[1] Existing outside space and time and lacking causal powers: said e.g. of numbers, universals, sets, types etc.

[2] Unable to exist alone (synonym: moment). (Used in this sense by Husserl, Williams, Campbell.)

[3] Discernible or recognizable only through a process of abstraction. (The object abstracted is called the abstractum, any object abstracted from is called a concretum.)

abstraction
A real or logical process revealing or on some accounts creating an abstract object (in one or another sense of ‘abstract’).

[1] In empiricism, a process of discerning something by directing attention on certain features and ignoring others.

[2] Introduction of a singular term for an object via an equivalence relation, e.g. the weight of an object is given by considering collections which are or are not as heavy as it: its weight is the abstractum given by the principle of weight abstraction:


the weight of A = the weight of B if and only if A is as heavy as B

Here A and B are the concreta, being as heavy as is the equivalence relation, and the weights are the abstracta or products of abstraction.

[3] Any of several logical and mathematical operations introducing a new singular term, such as set abstraction: ‘{x: x is a dog}’ is a singular term for the set of all dogs using the predicate ‘is a dog’; also lambda abstraction, e.g. ‘lx(x2 + 5x –3)’ names a certain numerical function.

accident
[1] contrast with essence: something incidental to a thing: e.g. it is accidental that a good dentist is musical but not accidental that a good musician is musical. A thing may exist with or without its accidents, e.g. a dog may or may not be black-coated, but it is not accidental that it is vertebrate (has a backbone).

[2] an attribute instance or trope, usually a property, e.g. the individual redness of an individual snooker ball, by contrast with the exactly similar redness of another such ball. 

adicity
Said of an attribute: the number of places it has. A property has one place so is monadic (e.g. being square), a relation has two or more places so is dyadic (e.g. being larger than), there are also triadic (giving), tetradic etc.

Occasional synonym is ‘arity’.

anti-realism

Any view opposed to realism of a certain kind and concerning whether or not certain items (Xs) exist or exist independently of mind and language. Comes in various kinds, according to what it is about, e.g. anti-realism about numbers, values, the future, universals, God, the world etc.

[1] Strong anti-realism about Xs, opposed to weak realism about Xs, states that there are no Xs (at all)

[2] Weak anti-realism about Xs, opposed to strong realism about Xs, states that Xs exist but depend on mind or language to do so.

[3] In Michael Dummett’s philosophy, anti-realism about Xs is the view that certain statements about Xs are verification-transcendent, that is, cannot be established to be true or false by humanly accessible procedure. Dummett claims this for statements about the open future, about unmanifested dispositions, and about certain infinite collections. Dummett claims that verification-transcendence means there is no “fact of the matter” about the Xs in this respect, so it is neither true nor false to make such statements about them.

artefact (also artifact)

Any object made intentionally by design or plan, e.g. spears, pots, houses, spacecraft. Not all artefacts are human, e.g. beavers build dams, elephants paint and octopi build gardens. But usually the term is chauvinistically confined to hominid artefacts. According to theists the natural universe is a divine artefact. Often contrasted with ‘natural’ objects. Because e.g. birds’ nests are both natural and artificial, not a good contrast.

atom
[1] In Greek metaphysics, a small thing indivisible (a-tomos) by physical means, the kinds and relationships of which explain the behaviour of larger things.

[2] In mereology, an object without any proper parts (like a Euclidean point). In this sense, also called a simple.
[3] In chemistry, the smallest unit of chemical combination (not atomic in sense [1] or [2].)

attribute
In abstraction: a property or a relation. Also attributively, an attribute of a thing is a property that it has or a relation that it stands in to another thing, e.g. Queen Elizabeth has the attributes of being female and of being married to Prince Philip.

B-theory

As opposed to the A-theory; the view that there is no real passage of time, and that the difference between past, present and future is not ontological. 

being
[1] In most metaphysics: the fundamental state of anything distinguishing it from nothing or non-being. Sometimes used more widely than ‘exist’, which is reserved for concrete things. This wider use is deprecated here: ‘being’ is used as synonymous with ‘existence’.

[2] Sometimes used in contrast to ‘becoming’, to stress permanence, e.g. Platonic forms are said to be, material things to become.

boundary
a limit or extremity of a concrete object which has fewer dimensions than it does, e.g. bodies have surfaces (2 dimensions), surfaces may be bounded by lines (1 dimension) and lines bounded by points (0 dimensions). In occurrents temporal boundaries have 3 dimensions (zero temporal thickness). Sometimes also used for internal boundaries, e.g. the equatorial plane of the Earth, which is the boundary between the northern and southern hemispheres.

bundle theory

A theory according to which a concrete individual or substance is constituted by either a collection of universal attributes (universalist bundle theory) or a collection of tropes (particularist bundle theory), without need of a substratum. Universalist bundle theory tends to run afoul of the problem of indiscernibles, particularist bundle theory may run into infinite regresses or have difficulty explaining why only one trope of each kind occurs in a bundle.

Cambridge change

Term of art devised by Peter Geach, name due to the popularity of the idea among Cambridge philosophers in the early 20th C.

An object “undergoes” a Cambridge change whenever some proposition about it changes its truth-value. Some Cambridge changes are real changes, e.g. when a leaf changes colour, but others are not. Some are relational changes, others are not even that. For example the philosophically artificial proposition ‘Julius Caesar is such that Arsenal are this season’s F.A. cup-winners’ changes its truth-value whenever a season starts in which Arsenal newly lose or newly gain the cup, so Caesar “undergoes” these changes long after his death. Other Cambridge changes of this kind are quite sensible, e.g. a historical figure can “become” more or less popular, admired etc. after death. Geach stresses that despite its artificiality, Cambridge change is the only exact notion of change we have. That is probably wrong but not obvious.

category
From Greek kategoria, predicate.

Most general class or kind of being, correlatively, the corresponding concept or word.

In Aristotle, one of the most general classes of being, related to ways in which things are predicated of individuals.

In Kant, pure concept of the understanding, under which phenomena are brought, and related to the formal properties of judgments. Every object of thought is characterized by four categories, one from each kind of three.

change
A transition of some object from one state to a qualitatively or quantitatively dissimilar state. For example, a leaf changes colour in Autumn, a ball changes shape when it hits a solid obstacle. Aristotle, whose analysis has not been surpassed, analyses change into three components: the bearer (subject or substratum of change), the original state (terminus a quo) and the final state (terminus ad quem). Here they are: leaf, green, red or ball, spherical, ellipsoidal. On this account a thing does not change when it comes into existence or ceases to exist, because it is not there both before and after. But such so-called substantial changes are often regarded as changes in something else, e.g. the matter of the object, or the system of objects. See also Cambridge change, relational change.

class
[1] Vague term used for both collections and sets. Often a complete collection of things having something in common. e.g. (all) dogs, (all) terriers, (all) numbers.

[2] In set theory, an abstract entity like a set but which is too “large” to be a set, i.e. to be an element of something else. Sometimes called a ‘proper class’ or (Quine) ‘ultimate class’, when classes are taken to comprise both sets and proper classes.

collection
several things, as distinct from an individual. Collections come in many sorts: some are given merely by the existence of their members (e.g. the Kings and Queens of England): these are pluralities. Others require a special relationship to bind them into a collection, e.g. an orchestra, which requires its members to play music together. Some collections require all their members to co-exist at a time, others do not. Sets are not collections but abstract individuals. See also multiplicity.

concrete
Of an object: not abstract.

[1] Opposed to abstract [1]: existing in space and time, part of the spatiotemporal order.

[2] Opposed to abstract [2]: able to exist alone, a substance.

[3] Opposed to abstract [3]: of the directly given basis of abstraction, the concreta.

contingent
[1] Of a proposition, possibly true and possibly false

[2] As above, but in fact true

[3] Of a thing or state of affairs: existent but such that it might not have existed (i.e. such that   ‘contingent ‘ in sense [2] applies to the proposition that it exists).

continuant
(Term invented by W. E. Johnson)

a thing existing in time but with no temporal parts, i.e. such that at every time it exists it is present as a whole. A continuant may thus change (the same thing may have different properties and parts at different times). Contrast occurrent.

counterpart
In the modal metaphysics of David Lewis, the counterpart in world W2 of an entity A that exists in world W1 is that entity B which exists in W2 and is most like A, where because individuals are world-bound, necessarily A ≠ B. When we say things like ‘Abraham Lincoln might not have been assassinated’ then according to Lewis this is made true by there being a Lincoln-counterpart in some other world than the actual one who is not assassinated. Lewis’s view was anticipated in its essentials by Leibniz. Contrast transworld identity.

dependence
The relation between an object and another when the first cannot exist without the second (specific dependence), or on objects of a certain kind (generic dependence). Thus e.g. a boundary is dependent on the thing it bounds, a trope on the concrete individual it is in. A headache is specifically dependent on the sufferer, but the sufferer is generically dependent on oxygen (some portion or other, it doesn’t matter which). Other flavours of dependence concern e.g. whether the object depends on its parts or on things which are not its parts.

See also functional dependence.

descriptive metaphysics

Term invented by Strawson (1959). The metaphysics inherent in our standard everyday conceptual scheme. Said by Strawson to “have no history”. Contrasted with revisionary metaphysics. Strawson regards Aristotle and Kant as descriptive metaphysicians.

determinable
Term invented by W. E. Johnson for any higher-order property or family of properties (e.g. heights, colours, velocities) that an object may have and in respect to which objects may change. The properties or attributes in the family are called the determinates (q.v.)

determinacy

As opposed to indeterminacy (q.v.).

determinates

Properties or attributes for the most specific or determinate attributes under a determinable (q.v.), e.g. 1 g, 2.5 kg,  12.5 µg are determinates of the determinable mass.

determinism

The view that how the future will be is settled as a result of how the present is together with the laws of nature.  Often taken to rule out the claim that the future is open, although this is not uncontroversial.

difference
[1] Numerical difference: non-identity, e.g. even so-called “identical” twins are different.

[2] Qualitative dissimilarity.

[3] Quantitative difference, e.g. a difference of weight of 2 kg between two people, one weighing 51 kg, the other 53 kg.

dualism
Any view according to which there are two basic kinds of object or substance, e.g. minds and bodies.

duplicate

Two possible objects are duplicates iff they are exactly resembling in their intrinsic properties.  Various analyses of duplication have been proposed in order to give an analysis of ‘intrinsic’ (see intrinsic and extrinsic properties).

emergence
The property of a complex object whereby some of its attributes cannot be inferred or predicted from the attributes of its components and their interrelations. For example the role of the base sequences in DNA cannot be inferred or predicted from their chemistry. The properties of the whole so emerging are called ‘emergent properties’. Further differentiable into epistemic emergence, where we are unable to predict or explain (actually or in principle) the novel attribute in terms of what we know about the object’s components; and ontic emergence, where the attribute in question fails to be generated or produced by the attributes of the components and their interrelations. 

endure
The way a continuant exists from one time to others, i.e. not by accrual of temporal parts but by continuing to exist through time as the self-same thing (hence the name ‘continuant’).

endurantism

The view that common-or-garden objects like tables, animals and planets persist through time by enduring. Contrast perdurantism.

entity (from Latin ens, object)

Object of any kind that exists. Often used more widely than ‘thing’ (Latin res). Entities comprise any object taken to exist, not just individual things, e.g. universals, sets, states of affairs. In Meinongian philosophy, entities are existing objects, contrasting with non-entities, which are non-existent objects (e.g. Pegasus, the golden mountain, the round square).

equivocity of ‘being’

In Aristotle, Scholastics and neo-Aristotelians, the view that ‘is’ and cognates are have several meanings. In Aristotle these are: accidental being, being in the sense of truth, being in the sense of potentiality, and being in the senses of the different categories. In modern philosophy (Mill, Frege, Russell and others) varying numbers of senses of ‘be’ or ‘is’ are distinguished, most commonly the ‘is’ of existence (‘There is a man at the front door’), the ‘is’ of predication (‘He is tall’), the ‘is’ of identity (‘He is my long-lost cousin Alf’), the ‘is’ of subsumption (‘The blue whale is a mammal’), and others. No consensus exists as to how many different meanigns there are, how language-dependent they are, or how to classify them,  but the question is now widely seen as of merely lexicological, not metaphysical interest.

essence
Aristotelian term of art. Usually the collection of essential properties of an individual. Sometimes taken as given irrespective of whether an object exists or not, e.g. it is essential to a unicorn to have just one horn.

essential
Of an attribute or part: such that its bearer cannot exist if it does not have it, e.g. being massive is an essential property of a star, having two protons in the nucleus is essential to a helium atom (these are essential parts). Traditionally, being rational is said to be essential to human beings, but this is overly optimistic.

eternalism

The view that past and future objects exist and are as real as present objects.  Most commonly combined with the B-theory, but can be combined with the A-theory (giving rise to the Moving Spotlight view).

event
a change or unified whole consisting of many changes, e.g. a collision, a football match, a battle. Events are occurrents: aside from instantaneous events they have phases or temporal parts. They also (usually or always) have participants: one or more continuants, the changes in or among which constitute the event. Some philosophers use ‘event’ very broadly for all occurrents.

existence
From ex-sistere, ex-stare, Latin for ‘to stand out’, a relatively late coinage. 

The fundamental notion of metaphysics. There are numerous theories as to what existence is, but it is probably best taken to be primitive or indefinable. On some views the existence of a particular is taken as primitive, on others (the majority) it is existence as a second-order property (property of properties) which is basic. The second-order view is found in Kant, Bolzano, Frege, Russell, and most modern logic-influenced metaphysics. 

existential ontology
In Ingarden, the study of the modes of being of objects and the constituent existential moments of these modes of being. Distinguished by him from formal and material ontology.

existential quantifier

The logical expression usually written ‘$’ and to be read as ‘there exists’. Expression combining two features: [1] it binds variables, [2] it expresses existence or non-nothingness. So in predicate logic ‘there are ghosts’ is expressed ‘$x(x is a ghost)’ and is read ‘there exists x such that x is a ghost’. Taken by many e.g. Frege, Quine, to be the way in which existence is expressed. See particular quantifier.

external relation

A relation accidental to one or both of its terms. For example that Bill and Hillary are married is external to them; either could have existed and not have been married to the other. Contrasted with internal relation. In the logical atomism of Russell, all relations are external. In absolute idealism, none are. The correct position is G. E. Moore’s compromise: some relations are internal, some are external.

extrinsic

Of a property or attribute: characterizing an object in part because of that object’s relations to its surroundings or things outside itself, e.g. a person is a leader by virtue of leading others, land is an island by virtue of being surrounded by water. Contrast intrinsic.

fact
[1] An existing or obtaining state of affairs, e.g. that Britain is an island, as distinct from a non-obtaining state of affairs, e.g. that France is an island. In many theories of truth, the fundamental truthmaker, what makes a proposition true, e.g. the fact that Britain is an island makes true the proposition that Britain is an island. In Russell and Wittgenstein a distinction is made between atomic and non-atomic facts. Atomic facts make logically simple or atomic propositions true.

[2] In Frege and Ramsey, whose theories of truth eschew truthmakers, a true proposition. Suggested by the locution ‘it’s a fact that’, e.g. ‘it’s a fact that Cherie dislikes cats’, which seems here synonymous with ‘it’s true that Cherie dislikes cats’ and hence perhaps with ‘Cherie dislikes cats’.

factor
An element partially determining the nature of something, usually in combination with other elements, as e.g. Ingarden’s existential moments or Empedocles’s temperature and humidity factors.

factored ontology

An ontology where the basic classes or categories are determined by combinations of factors (e.g. Empedocles, Kant, Ingarden).

fictionalism

Fictionalism about certain entities (such as numbers) is a type of anti-realism about those entities, whereby they are said not to really exist but merely be convenient fictions.  Sentences apparently about such things may either be taken to be false but useful, or true not in virtue of the existence of such things but rather as a result of correctly representing the fiction.

form
Term with many meanings

[1] In Plato, an abstract, timeless, ungenerable, immutable and incorruptible idea or model, e.g. Justice, contrasted with individual cases both by its permanence and its perfection. 

[2] In Aristotle, that which makes a thing what it is, its substance [2]. Contrast with matter.

formal
Pertaining to form in one or other of its senses.

formal ontology

[1] Term coined by Husserl for general metaphysics: ontology of the most abstract characteristics or form of things, by contrast with their specific kinds, which is the subject of material or regional ontologies. Also contrasted by Husserl with formal logic, the theory of (logical) forms of proposition.

[2] In Ingarden the study of the formal properties of objects, as distinct from their particular kinds (material ontology) and their mode of being (existential ontology).

[3] Used by logic-oriented ontologists such as Nino Cocchiarella and Edward Zalta for ontologies based on a formal (logical) language and its associated semantics. The assumption is that the formal language and its semantics together determine an ontology.

four-dimensionalism

Sometimes used as a synonym for eternalism, sometimes as a synonym for perdurantism, sometimes for their conjunction.

function
Mathematical notion invented by Leibniz and exploited by mathematicians such as Dirichlet, extended into logic by Frege. A function f is defined by three constituents: (1) a set of objects D on which the function is defined, called its domain, or collectively termed its arguments; (2) a set of entities R into which the function maps objects from D, called its range and collectively its values; (3) a relation, rule or mapping which associates each member of D with a unique member of  R. Of these, R is the most important part, the rest is book-keeping. The square function in natural numbers is that function which associates each natural number n with its square n2, or which maps n to n2, or which takes n2 as value for n as argument.


Functions may be one-placed (unary, monadic), as in this example, or multi-placed (bi​nary, ternary etc., or dyadic, triadic etc., in general: polyadic). For example the sum function on real numbers takes a pair of real numbers r and s to a third number r + s, their (unique) sum.


Opinons vary as to whether functions are a fundamental category (Frege, Church) or are abbreviatory conveniences exploiting the idea of a many-one relation (Russell, Tarski). Frege defines relations via functions and truth-values, whereas Russell and Tarski define functions via relations. In my opinion the Russell–Tarski view is the correct one.


For more on functions see any textbook of basic modern mathematics.

functional dependence
Situation whereby the value of a determinate attribute of some object or objects is determined by the values of other attributes of this thing or of other things. For example the pressure of a confined body of gas at a fixed temperature is determined by the volume the gas occupies (Boyle’s Law). By varying the volume (e.g. by moving a piston) we may vary the pressure (this is how bicycle pumps work). There are in fact a number of different species of functional dependence and their interrelations are not well understood. In statistics for example correlations may be evidence for functional dependence. In natural science, functional dependences are typically expressed using equations connecting the different quantities, and allowing mathematical functions to represent the quantitative features of the dependence.

fundament
The converse to a moment: that on which a moment depends, its existential ground.

genidentity

The relationship obtaining between successive phases of a perduring object or occurrent. The phases are not identical (existing at different times) but collectively constitute the occurrent as a whole over time (genetically). The term was originally used in 1922 by the German psychologist Kurt Lewin.

Gestalt
German for ‘form’ or ‘shape’. Any entity which is not simple (i.e. has proper parts) and which is what it is in virtue of some attribute not derived from the attributes of the parts. Contrast with ‘totality’ or ‘multiplicity’. The term ‘Gestaltqualität’, ‘Gestalt quality’, was used by Christian von Ehrenfels in 1891 to describe a quality of something which it has as a whole and which may be perceived in it relatively independently of variations among the parts. For example the melody of ‘Three Blind Mice’ is perceived as the same despite being transposed into different keys. The perception of Gestalten and the physiological conditions for this form the primary subject matter of Gestalt psychology. 

God
In philosophy, supreme or perfect being, often defined as a being possessing all perfections. Traditionally God is the only being to exist unconditionally or necessarily, all other things being contingent. God’s necessity and perfection are usually considered grounds for reverence and worship. Philosophical treatment of God is usually confined to natural theology, that is, those propositions about God which are supposed to be shown true on the basis of reason alone and unaided by divine revelation. Despite the best efforts of both theists and atheists, the existence of God has been neither conclusively proven nor conclusively disproven.

growing-block

The view that the past and present exist but that the future does not, and hence that what there is increases as time progresses.  Often thought to be motivated by the intuition that the past is ‘fixed’ while the future is ‘open’. Contrast shrinking tree.

haecceity
From the Medieval Latin haecceitas, ‘thisness’. A property which uniquely individuates a single thing, peculiar to it alone. Associated especially with the theory of John Duns Scotus. Some take haecceities to be qualitative concepts, others take them to be formal properties such as being identical with Winston Churchill.

holism
Any of a number of views according to which roughly speaking what is important is a complex whole rather than its parts. More specifically, that the properties of a whole system cannot be explained in terms of those of its parts. Contrast with reductionism. The term comes from Greek holos, ‘whole’, and was coined in 1926 by Jan Smuts.
idealism
In metaphysics, any theory according to which all that exists is mental or spiritual. There are three major forms:

[1] Subjective idealism: the things are ideas in or qualifications of individuals’ minds.

[2] Absolute idealism: the things are ideas in or qualifications of the mind of a supreme and unique spiritual being, the Absolute. (Apart from the Absolute itself, presumably.)

[3] Transcendental idealism. A form of idealism invented by Kant, in some ways close to [1], because the things we know are largely as we make them (with the exception of the unknown contribution of the ‘thing in itself’). However because the things of the world are not dependent on individual minds, a form of intersubjective idealism.

identity
That “relation” which everything has to itself alone and to no other thing (cf. Joseph Butler: “Everything is what it is and not another thing.”) Because of the necessity of self-identity, often taken to be not a “real” relation. Along with truth and existence, one of the metaphysical cornerstones of logic.

identity of indiscernibles

The principle that if x and y are exactly alike then they are numerically identical.  Comes in stronger and weaker versions depending on how we interpret ‘are exactly alike’.  If we mean ‘share all properties’ and include properties like ‘being identical to x’ then the principle is trivially true.  If we limit the properties in question to intrinsic properties, or to purely qualitative properties, then it becomes very controversial.

impossible
[1] Of a proposition: not possibly true, necessarily false.

[2] Of a thing or state of affairs: such that it cannot exist.

indeterminacy

A claim is indeterminate if it is unsettled between truth and falsity.  Often this is taken to be a result of our using vague language: e.g. ‘that man is bald’ might have no settled truth-value because he has a thinning head of hair and our use of ‘bald’ is just not precise enough to place him decidedly in either the bald camp of the not bald camp.  But some think that sometimes the world itself is indeterminate; for example, the claim that the future is open (as was held by Aristotle) is the claim that at least some statements about how things will be, such as ‘there will be a sea battle tomorrow’, are indeterminate.

indiscernibility
Property of two or more things whereby they cannot be discerned, distinguished or told apart. A necessary, and in Leibniz also a sufficient condition of identity. The strength of the indiscernibility depends on what resources are available to “tell things apart”.

indiscernibility of identicals

The principle that if x and y are numerically identical then they are exactly alike.  This is almost always taken to be uncontroversial even in its strongest form: that if x = y then every property x has, y has.  However, the principle nonetheless leads to puzzles when applied to entities that persist throughout time: I am identical to a certain child, yet he is a child and I am not.

individual
Single thing, numerically one and distinct from others, having its own identity, and distinct from a multiplicity or collection or set of things, also usually distinguished from universals (but see particular).

individuation
That whereby something becomes determined as an individual or one single, unrepeatable thing. Some philosophers think that since the primary form of being is general, an individual must require some special item or agency to bring it about that it is an individual. For exam​ple according to Thomas Aquinas it is the matter of a body that that individuates it, while according to Duns Scotus it is an individual’s haecceity (q.v.) Other philosophers such as Ockham consider that since all things are individuals, no individuation is necessary.

internal relation

A relation essential to its terms, i.e. such that if its terms exist, it must hold between them. For example the relation of being darker than holding between the universals Royal Blue and Sky Blue is internal to these. Also, a relation such that if ceases to hold, one or more of its terms must cease to exist. Contrasted with external relation. In the philosophy of absolute idealism (Bradley, Bosanquet et al.) all relations were said to be internal, and all things were related to all others, so the interconnectedness of everything was essential.

intrinsic

[1] A property is intrinsic to its bearer if the bearer has it independently of its relations to things outside itself.  Mass is intrinsic, because what mass a thing has depends solely on how it is in and of itself, whereas weight is not intrinsic (i.e. is extrinsic) because an object has the weight it has because there are other outside it exerting a gravitational pull on it.  Contrast extrinsic.

[2] Formerly a synonym for ‘essential’. 

location

The place or places where an object is, sometimes the spatiotemporal region an object occupies. Sometimes also the relation between the place and its occupant. Some theories (e.g. Quine) take there to be only one way in which objects occupy their locations, in other theories there are various modes of occupation, e.g. events differ from continuants, particualrs from universals.

mass
In metaphysics a word for a particular which is not an individual or collection of individuals, e.g. a certain mass of coffee in a cup. Synonyms: amount, quantity. Some metaphysicians think masses are items in the world along with individuals and collections, others think there are no masses but simply various mass terms (e.g. ‘water’) true of individuals and/or collections. In some cases (e.g. Locke’s ‘mass of matter’) the parts of a mass must all be connected, but in many uses this is not necessary (e.g. the mass of all the water in the world).

This use is only loosely connected with the use of ‘mass’ in physics.

material
Contrasted with formal in any of its senses.

material ontology
In Ingarden, the study of objects according to their particular (material) kind. Similar to Husserl’s regional ontology.

materialism
The view that all that exists is material or made of matter. Now made obsolete by science, its general scientistic spirit lingers on in physicalism and naturalism.

matter
In Aristotle, that which is qualified by form. Divides into proximate and remote matter, the ultimate underlying matter is called ‘prime matter’ and is said by Aristotle to exist only potentially.

Meinongian object
After Alexius Meinong (1853–1920), an object which does not exist, subsist or have any kind of being, for example the golden mountain, the round square. Meinong’s objects categorically have the properties that they are said to have – e.g. the golden mountain is golden and mountainous, the round square is round and square – in just the same way as ordinary objects. Further, many Meinongian objects are impossible, they could not possibly exist, either because like the golden mountain they have incompatible properties, or like fictional characters they are incomplete. Russell tried to show that assuming there are Meinongian objects leads to contradictions, but with some care such contradictions can be avoided.

mereological essentialism

The view that a thing has its parts essentially, so that no thing could exist and fail to be made up of the parts it actually has: for example, I could not have been born without my left leg. Some theories accept mereological essentialism for a restricted class of entities, e.g. spatiotemporal regions, events.

mereology
The theory of part, whole and cognate concepts. In nominalism sometimes taken as a partial substitute for set theory, the parts of a concrete thing being concrete, whereas sets are abstract. From Greek meros, ‘part’.
metaphysics
The philosophical discipline which comprises the most fundamental concepts and principles. Sometimes divided into a general part and several special parts. Cf. ontology, systematics. Etymology: From the Greek, ta meta ta physika, ‘the [books] after the physics (books on nature)’, originally used by Aristotle’s editors to denote a miscellaneous collection of fourteen treatises by him on basic principles, the divine, and the “science of being qua being”. Aristotle did not use the word, calling this area ‘first philosophy’. The connotation of metaphysics as dealing with things above, beyond or prior to nature, based on an ambiguity in meta, is not ungrounded in Aristotle’s ideas, but is no necessary part of the meaning.

moment
From the German, das Moment, a dependent part or aspect, by contrast with der Moment, an instant or moment of time. Any object dependent for its existence on one or more others. Tropes are one kind of moment, boundaries another.

monism

Any view according to which reality is in some sense “one”. Comes in several flavours:

[1] Substance- or kind-monism: any view according to which there is only one basic kind of object or substance, e.g. materialism.

[2] More specifically, any view denying mind/matter duality (so materialism or immaterialism). 
[3] Existence monism: any view according to which there is only one “real” or proper object in the universe e.g. only one substance; found in different forms in e.g. Parmenides, Spinoza, Hegel, Bradley.

[4] Priority monism: the doctrine that there are many things but only one fundamental thing, on which all else depends (common among theists).

Contrast pluralism, dualism.

multiplicity
Any collection of more than one thing, especially one where the relations among the members are of no consequence for  its existence. A multiplicity of four string players may exist whether they play together or not, but if they are to comprise a string quartet the players need to meet and play together from time to time, so the meeting and playing together relations are constitutive of the quartet, but not the multiplicity. Contrast a Gestalt.

natural

An expression or distinction is natural insofar as it “carves the world at its joints”.  For example, a predicate is natural if it marks out a natural kind (e.g. ‘is an electron’ as opposed to ‘is an electron near the moon or is a basketball player’).  An operator is natural if it picks out a fundamental feature of reality (e.g. a tense operator like ‘It was the case that . . .’ will be taken to be natural by the A-theorist but not the B-theorist).

natural kind
A kind of thing whose distinctness from other kinds is independent of human or other intelligent activity or convention. Typical examples are kinds of fundamental particle, elements and compounds, minerals, heavenly bodies. The physical sciences thus deal in natural kinds. In some but not all theories, biological species and higher taxa are natural kinds. A natural kind may be artificially produced: e.g. polythene: what matters is not whether it occurs naturally but whether its distinctness from other kinds is intrinsic or internal.

naturalism
One of several related views in which the world is equated with nature or with what natural science tells us exists.

[1] In Quine, the view that metaphysics is not an a priori discipline (first philosophy) but is simply the continuation of natural science into more general considerations. Allows in particular that metaphysical theses may be refuted by discoveries in natural science.

[2] The view that all entities are to be found in nature (usually entails anti-platonism).

nature
[1] Synonym for ‘essence’. 

[2] The collection of all properties (essential and accidental) of a thing. 

[3] The collection of all attributes (including relations) of a thing.

[4] (Often capitalized) The totality or system of all things existing in space and time, especially with regard to those things and attributes not made by human beings (non-artefacts).

necessary
[1] Of a proposition: such that it must be true, can not be false.

[2] Of a thing or state of affairs: such that it exists necessarily.

nominalism
[1] Generally (and most strongly), a metaphysical theory denying the existence of abstract objects.

[2] More specifically, a theory denying the existence of real (independent) universals.

[3] More specifically still, a theory like [2] but taking universals to be linguistic entities.

[4] Special sense due to Nelson Goodman: theory denying the existence of sets (Goodman accepts universals).

non-existent objects

In Meinong’s and similar metaphysics, not all objects exist or have being: there are objects which have no being (Sein), which nevertheless have a nature (Sosein). Most philosophers do not believe there are non-existent objects, a stance which Meinong considers a prejudice caused by our preoccupation with everyday practical things.

nuclear vs extra-nuclear properties

In Meinongian ontologies, a distinction between properties characterizing an object’s nature (nuclear) and those which apply to it but not as part of its nature (extra-nuclear). Normal properties like being square, green, and sat on by Tony Blair are nuclear, whereas extra-nuclear properties include the more arcane or philosophical ones of existing, having only nuclear properties, being incomplete, being simple, being worshipped by the Greeks.

object
[1] The most general term, used for everything, not just individuals or substances. Often synonymous with ‘entity’ or Airlinespeak ‘item’. Anything that is something rather than nothing.

[2] In the derelativized sense of ‘object of thought’, anything whatever that can be thought about or conceived, contrasted with ‘subject’. Often taken in this sense to be not confined to that which exists (cf. non-existent object).

[3] In Frege’s ontology, an individual, the referent of a singular term or proper name, as distinct from a function. In Wittgenstein’s logical atomism an individual as in Frege, but in addition for Wittgenstein all objects are atomic (have no proper parts) and exist of necessity.

occurrent
(Term invented by W. E. Johnson.)

Any object existing in time and having temporal parts or phases: includes events, processes and states. Term derives from preferential use of ‘occur’ instead of ‘exist’ for events etc. An occurrent, unlike a continuant, is extended or spread out in the temporal dimension: when one part of it is occurring, others are not, e.g. the final five minutes of a football match have no common part with its first five minutes (though they share many participants, i.e. continuants participating in both parts of the game).

ontological commitment

Following Quine, the entities which a given view or theory takes to exist. For example, theism is committed to the existence of a deity, Darwinian evolutionary theory is committed to the occurrence of new species, number theory is committed to numbers. In general, a theory is committed ontologically to a certain entity or a certain kind of entities if in its own terms it cannot be true unless that entity or those entities exist. Quine further holds that the test of ontological commitment is what a theory quantifies over: “To be is to be the value of a variable”. So because number theory quantifies over numbers (as in, “there are prime numbers greater than a million”) it is committed to numbers. Others consider that ontological commitment is shown not by quantification but by what entities a theory states to exist, so e.g. theism states outright ‘God exists’.

ontology
From onto–logos, the science of being. A surprisingly late coinage. The Latin term ontologia was felicitously invented in 1613, independently, by two German philosophers, Rudolf Göckel (Goclenius) in his Lexicon philosophicum and Jacob Lorhard (Lorhardus), in his Theatrum philosophicum, but first entered general circulation when popularized by Christian Wolff in his Latin writings, espcecially his Philosophia prima sive ontologia of 1730. The first known English use of the term ‘ontology’ is 1720. 

[1] General as distinct from special metaphysics

[2] More limitedly, the list or table of basic kinds of entities

[3] Attributively, as in ‘Quine’s ontology’, the basic kinds of entities assumed by a given philosopher.

[4] In Ingarden’s philosophy, the study of all possibile general arrangements of the world, by comparison with metaphysics which concerns only what actually exists.

[5] Recently and loosely, in computer science, a set of categories for programming and data representation which is independent of particular hardware, software or implementations.

part
fundamental relationship between an object and others, its parts, as e.g. the blade and handle are parts of a knife. Some parts like these are functional components, others (e.g. the top half of an orange) are arbitrary chunks or fragments. A part is proper if it is less than the whole, otherwise it is improper.

particular
Contrasted with universal: an object which is not a universal, which does not occur repeatedly. Particulars include especially individuals, but may also include masses and collections.

particular quantifier

From the use in traditional logic, meaning ‘pertaining to a part’: propositions of the form ‘some As are Bs’ or ‘some As are not Bs’, concerning part but not necessarily the whole of (all of) the As. Hence the quantifier ‘for some x’. Usually identified with the existential quantifier, but in those theories where quantifiers do not carry existential import, the particular quantifier may fail to entail existence, e.g. in ‘some unicorns are male’, which in Meinongian theory is true despite no unicorns’ existing.

perfection
In natural theology especially, a positive property possessing a (theoretical) maximum. It is much easier to give examples of non-perfections than perfections. Thus blindness is not a perfection since it is negative, consisting in the absence of sight in a being which might be expected to have it, while size, age and mass are not perfections since they have no theoretical maxima. Power, goodness and love are regarded as perfections in much natural theology, but whether they are is highly disputable. It is said that every perfection is compatible with every other because contradictions arise through negation and limitation, but again this is not clear, so the basis for ontological arguments is shaky to say the least.

perdurantism

The view that objects persisting in time do so by perduring. Contrast endurantism.

perdure
How occurrents continue to exist from time to time, namely by accumulating new temporal parts or phases which succeed and displace preceding ones. 

physicalism
The view that all things are ultimately and properly describable using the vocabulary of physical science alone. 

Platonic realism

[1] A realist theory of universals according to which universals exist even if they have no instances (e.g. unicornhood, perfect justice, perfectly honest politicianhood).

[2] See Platonism, realism

Platonism (sometimes uncapitalized)

[1] The view, originating with Plato, that there is a separate realm of abstract objects, forms or ideas.

[2] More generally, any theory upholding the independent existence of abstract objects such as universals, numbers, sets.

pluralism
[1] Opposite of monism [1]: there is more than one basic kind of object.

[2] Opposite of monism [2]: there is more than one proper object, e.g. substance.

possible
[1] Of a proposition: such that it can be true; not necessarily false

[2] Of a thing or state of affairs: such that it can or could exist.

possible world

A way the totality of things might have been. Device used to explicate the truth-values of modal propositions. There are several views among those who believe there are such about what possible worlds are:

[1] Realism: that they are items existing independently of mind and language.

[2] Conceptualism: that they are products or constructs of thought.

[3] Nominalism: that they are linguistic constructs.

possibility
A possible state of affairs.

presentism

The view that the only time is the present and only things that are present exist, so there are no past or future entities.

process
[1] An occurrent which consists in the usually steady and continuous changing or develop​ment of something, e.g. growth, a chemical reaction. 

[2] In the philosophy of Whitehead the “becoming” of new actual entities, which are them​selves of very short duration. Whitehead’s philosophy and the theology it inspired are therefore called ‘process philosophy’ and ‘process theology’, but the idea of process philo​sophy has much older roots, e.g. in the pre-Socratic philosopher Heraclitus.

property
A way something is in itself, as distinct from how it is related to other things. Originally, an essential, special, distinctive or peculiar quality of a thing. Properties are usually conceived as universal or general, sometimes as particular.

proposition
[1] In semantics, the abstract timeless meaning or sense of a complete declarative sentence, the object of propositional attitudes. Frege’s ‘thought’. Truth-value pertains to it timelessly.

[2] In medieval philosophy, a statement type. Differs from [1] in that its truth-value may change over time, e.g. ‘Scorates is sitting’ is true while he is sitting but becomes false when he stands up. This notion of proposition is preferred by proponents of tense logic, such as Arthur Prior; it is employed in defining Cambridge change.

relation
An attribute having more than one place, which links or binds two or more things, and expressible by a predicate needing supplementation by two or more names. Relations may be (in realism) universals or (in trope theory) particulars. In any particular case or relationship, the things related by a relation are called its terms. E.g. Bill and Hillary are terms of the relation of being married to.

realism
[1] In general, realism about Xs is the view that Xs exist (weak realism with respect to Xs)

[2] The view that Xs exist independently of mind and language (strong realism about Xs)

[3] Strong realism about universals.

[4] In epistemology especially, strong realism about the so-called ‘external world’.

See also anti-realism.

reduction

There are various conceptions of reduction

[1] Paraphrase reduction: Items A are said to be reduced (or reducible) to items B if all propositions ostensibly about A can be translated or paraphrased into talk about items B only. 

[2]  Explanatory or epistemic reduction: Items A are reduced to items B if we can explain or predict items A through our knowledge of items B. For example chemical proeprties of matter are thought to be explanatorily reducible to their physical properties (whether or not it cn be paraphrased into the language of physics).

[3] Ontic reduction: Items A are reduced to items B if items B through their properties and interrelations naturally produce or generate items A. For example molecules are ontically reducible to fundamental particles.

reductionism
Any one of a family of views according to which talk about one somehow suspect kind of entity can be reduced to talk about another supposedly less suspect kind. For example phenomenalism holds that physical objects may be reduced to phenomena; materialism holds that mind may be reduced to matter. Very few reductionist programmes have been carried through with success; metaphysicians tend to confine themselves to asseverating that this or that reduction can in principle be carried through. There are various shades of reductionism depending on the concept of reduction employed.

referential interpretation

The standard semantic account of quantifiers, according to which the variables range over a domain of suitable entities, and it is these and what pertains to them that determine the truth-value of sentences containing the quantifiers. On this view ‘for some x, x is a prime number and x is greater than a million’ is true because among the things (numbers) ranged over by the bound variable ‘x’ there are some prime numbers greater than a million. This view gives rise to Quine’s criterion of ontological commitment. The name comes from the idea that the objects in the domain are referrable to by suitable expressions, not that they actually are referred to individually (in some cases there are too many of them for that). Quine favours the more restrictive objectual interpretation, according to which all objects quantified over are individuals, no matter what shape the quantified variables have. 

regional ontology
Term of art invented by Husserl and contrasting with formal ontology. Similar to Wolff’s metaphysica specialis. A regional ontology is one which deals not with all things but with those of a certain very general kind or coming from a very general subdomain or “region of being”. For example natural things, mathematical objects, cultural products, persons, the divine, might be seen as defining five distinct regions. Such divisions are almost always contentious, whence the term ‘systematics’ (q.v.) is to be preferred.

relational change

“Change” in something due to a change in its relationship to something else. Need not be a real change. For example Xanthippe becomes a widow when Socrates dies, but this need not be accompanied by any actual change in her (e.g. if she does not know about his demise). If Cassius is taller than Brutus but Brutus outgrows him while he remains the same height, Cassius has undergone a merely relational change, “becoming” shorter than Brutus, but not by shrinking, while Brutus has undergone a real change.
relational property

A property of something consisting in a relation’s holding between the thing and something else, e.g. Socrates’s property of being older than Plato, or Sam’s being a brother. In Aristotelian and medieval philosophy, relational properties were simply called ‘relations’. Most modern metaphysical theories treat the relations as primitive and the relational properties if they exist at all as derivative.

resemblance
Likeness or similarity of one thing to another. With difference [2], the datum for predication.

resemblance nominalism

Version of nominalism in which the crucial relation is one of resemblance of greater and lesser degrees among concrete particulars.

revisionary metaphysics

Strawson’s term for any metaphysics contrasting with descriptive metaphysics and concerned to reform or replace the conceptual scheme inherent in everyday thought. Most metaphysical schemes start out as revisionary, most stay that way. Strawson cites Leibniz as a revisionary metaphysician: others in the 20th century include McTaggart and Whitehead.

set
Term of art introduced to translate Bolzano’s term Menge (‘multitude’), as used by Georg Cantor. Object investigated by set theory. Sets are abstract entities distinct from their members or elements. Sets have extensional identity conditions, that is, sets A and B are identical just if they have the same elements. In standard set theories there is a unique empty or null set (having no members; there cannot be more than one by extensionality), each object has a set having it alone as element (its singleton set), for any finite collection of objects there is a set having just them as elements, and many general conditions define or delineate a set of things, the things satisfying the condition. On pain of contradiction (Russell’s Paradox), not all expressible conditions define sets. Some set theories (e.g. Quine’s) allow a universal set.

set theory

Type of mathematical theory invented by Georg Cantor in the 19th C to provide a basis for his theory of transfinite numbers. Set theory was axiomatized by Ernst Zermelo in 1908 and his theory is the basis of most modern theories, which however differ in details and in the strength of their existential assumptions. Like Cantor, Zermelo was not obsessed about avoiding paradoxes, but developed set theory for mathematical purposes. Set theory typically has strong ontological commitments to infinities of sets, because it is designed to provide a foundation for mathematical theories such as number theory, analysis, topology etc., but the extent of the commitment may vary from one theory to another.

shrinking tree

An indeterministic view of time developed by Storrs McCall according to which reality consists of a single train of events from the past to the present but a branching tree of possibilities in the future. As time goes by, new events come to pass which exclude many of the branching possibilities, so the tree is continually being “pruned”. Since there is an ontological distinction between the future and the non-future, and the present (as the boundary of the linear part of the tree) is distinguished, it is a form of A-theory; on the other hand the possible future events are as real as the present and past ones, until they are excluded, so it has features of eternalism. Contrast growing block theory.

situation
Synonym for ‘state of affairs’ sometimes used by semantic theorists.

state
[1]  Unchanging condition of something, which persists for a certain time. Thus a state is an occurrent, marked, unlike an event or a process, by absence of change. This absence can be either (a) absolute: nothing at all changes about the thing, or (b) relative: the things does not change in a certain respect. For example a train travelling across a desert is changing its location with respect to the ground but if its speed and direction are constant its ‘state of motion’ is constant. If it speeds up, slows down or changes direction its state of motion changes.

[2] Also used for an instantaneous “snapshot” of the attributes of a thing, as in ‘the state of the nation’, ‘the train’s state of motion at time t’. Not a state in sense [1] because it does not persist, it nevertheless excludes change for the simple reason that, being instantaneous, there is no time for change. Sense [2] is much used in applications of differential calculus.

state of affairs

In many theories, the truthmaker for propositions. Often used as synonym for fact [1]. If a state of affairs exists (obtains, subsists), then its corresponding proposition is true, whereas if it does not, the proposition is false. Some theories distinguish between atomic, molecular and general states of affairs, corresponding to atomic, molecular and general propositions. An atomic state of affairs is the possession of a property by something or the holding of a relation among several things. In Wittgenstein’s logical atomism, only atomic states of affairs exist: Russell has conjunctive, negative and general ones too, but no disjunctive ones.

structuralism
A kind of view according to which the entities in a particular domain have only structural attributes and no nature, or that their nature consists solely in the formal relations they have to one another. Structuralism is particularly popular as a view of the nature of mathematical objects, but the term is also used for the view that mathematics has no objects of its own but is about all objects having certain given structures, e.g. numerical structuralism says that number theory is about all simply infinite sequences. Some philosophers hold that structuralism applies to entities in the physical world, that they are “structures all the way down” or “structures and nothing more”. It is not clear what this means.

subsistence

In some metaphysical theories, the being or mode of being of objects that are not concrete, e.g. facts, or abstract objects. In such theories ‘exist’ is reserved for concrete things. The term is often used to translate Meinong’s term bestehen. 
substance
From Latin sub-stare, to stand under, very inexact equivalent of Aristotle’s term ‘ousia’. In much of metaphysics, the primary category of being. A substance is a continuant capable of existing by itself and of undergoing change without ceasing to exist. Typical examples in Aristotle are individual bodies and organisms. The term comes from the substance’s being that which underlies change and which bears attributes (cf. substratum). In Aristotle’s later metaphysics (as distinct from the view of the Categories) substance is taken as that which gives form to matter and makes something what it is, the Scholastics called this substantial form. In rationalist philosophy the moment of independence is stressed, so that e.g. Spinoza takes there to be only one substance, while Leibniz takes there to be infinitely many indivisible substances or monads. Scientific advance since the 19th Century has largely undermined the technical uses of ‘substance’, and it is now used loosely for any individual falling under a sortal term.

substitutional interpretation

A semantic account of the meaning of the quantifiers according to which they carry no existential import because their meaning is given by the range of expressions which can be substituted for the variables in their scope. So e.g. ‘for some x: x is a prime number and x is greater than a million’ is not to be understood as ‘there exists a prime number greater than a million’ but rather as ‘there is an expression x which when put in the places so marked in the following clause turns it into a truth: x is a prime number and x is greater than a million’.

While the substitutional interpretation avoids (direct) ontological commitment to numbers it appears to incur other commitments, namely to expressions. To interpret ‘there are uncountable many irrational numbers’ one would appear to be committed to the existence of uncountably many names for irrational numbers, which many regard as implausible or absurd.

See referential interpretation.

substratum
Close cognate of ‘substance’ but generally meaning more specifically that which underlies or bears attributes. Often the substratum is considered invisible and undetectable, by contrast with its attributes. Locke, while endorsing its existence, calls it “something we know not what”. Sometimes called a ‘bare particular’.

supervenience
Somewhat unclear term of recent philosophy, related to dependence. Items S are said to supervene on other items B if there can be no difference in S without difference in  B.  S are the supervenient items, B the subvenient basis. Supervenience is often used to get the benefits of reduction (q.v.) without incurring the supposed negative connotations of reductionism. It remains unclear whether the supervenient items (a) exist but depend existentially on their basis; (b) exist independently of their basis but have attributes that are necessarily functionally dependent on those of their basis; or (c) don’t exist at all but are useful fictions.

systematics
In metaphysics, the theory of the various kinds of entity the relationships among them. Contrasted with formal ontology. Analgous to Husserl’s regional ontology (q.v.) but making no contentious assumptions about what kinds or regions of things there are. The term generalizes its use in biology.

taxon (pl. taxa)
[1] In biological systematics: a group of organisms all descended from a common ancestor which are sufficiently distinct to be regarded as worthy of an official name and given a taxonomic rank.

[2] In metaphysical systematics, any proper or genuine class of entities.

taxonomy
The science and practice of classification.

thing in itself
Translation of Kant’s term of art Ding an sich: thing as it is independently of our knowledge or conceptualization of it. According to Kant, existent but unknown. According to more extreme idealists, there are no things in themselves. According to realist philosophy, many things in themselves are partially known and their being so does not make them any less an sich.

three-dimensionalism

As opposed to four-dimensionalism in its various forms, the view that common-or-garden objects are extended in three spatial dimension but not in the fourth, temporal dimension.

totality
A multiplicity of all the things of a certain kind. For example in Wittgenstein’s Tractatus the world is defined as the totality (complete multiplicity) of facts.

transworld identity
Concept used in modal metaphysics for the notion of one and the same thing’s being in more than one world, e.g. since we consider that Abraham Lincoln, who was in fact assassinated, might not have been assasinated, then those who believe in transworld identity will say that the same person exists in another possible world and is not there assassinated. Contrast with counterpart theory, according to which all individuals are confined to a single world.

trope
Term of art introduced in 1953 by Donald C. Williams for an individual property or relation instance. Tropes are particulars, dependent on their concrete particulars. Williams’s views have been developed by Keith Campbell (who calls tropes ‘abstract particulars’), John Bacon and others in Australia, but have their forerunners in Aristotelian and Scholastic individual accidents, G. F. Stout’s particularized properties, and many more. In view of the plethora of terms, ‘trope’ is a good short word. Campbell does not believe there are relational tropes, others do.

trope theory (trope nominalism)

A moderate version of nominalism in which properties and sometimes also relations are taken to exist but to be tropes. This allows spatio-temporally situated individuals to provide truthmakers for predications about concrete things, without ontological commitment to universals.

truthmaker (sometimes hyphenated, as truth-maker)

Term of art invented for English by Charles B. Martin and independently by Kevin Mulligan, Barry Smith and Peter Simons, but corresponding to earlier uses of wahrmachen by Husserl and ideas drawn from Russell and earlier philosophers. Role-term for any entity fulfilling the semantic role of making some proposition true simply by existing. In some theories, e.g. of facts or states of affairs, the role is fulfilled by such special items, in other theories there are different categories of truthmaker, not just one category.

type
[1] Generally and loosely: a kind

[2] Special usage due to Charles S. Peirce: the repeatable abstract pattern of e.g. a letter, word or other linguistic object, contrasted with token, an individual occurrence or instance thereof. In the sentence ‘The cat sat on the mat’ there are two tokens of ‘the’ but only one type ‘the’, which occurs twice. The terminology comes from typesetting practice.

[3] In logic, a grand class of objects which can be regarded as logico-grammatically equivalent in that they have expressions of a particular grammatical category standing for them, and cannot be designated by expresions of any other category. For example individuals, properties of individuals, properties of properties of individuals and so on form different types. See type theory.

[4] In computer science, a class of expressions kept for a special purpose, e.g. integer, floating point number, logical, string. Like logical types, they are not freely interchangeable, but their use is mainly for clarity and temporal economy, not to avoid paradox.

[5] In biological systematics, an individual specimen biological object (preserved after death or fossilized) which serves as the point of reference for the name given to a taxon of living things.

type theory

[1] Logico-ontological theory anticipated by Ernst Schröder and first formulated by Bertrand Russell and others to block set-theoretical and other paradoxes. These are essentially eliminated by constraints on grammaticality, so e.g. an expression for an individual (a proper name) is not grammatically replaceable by an expression for a property (a monadic predicate). Types form an infinite hierarchy with individuals at the bottom. Whether the types are of classes (Schröder), functions (Frege), propositional functions (Russell) or attributes varies. There are two flavours of type theory

[1.1] simple type theory has a single hierarchy of types corresponding to different levels of entity. Found in Schröder, Frege and early Russell, it was re-gained after the complications of ramified type theory by simplifications due to Chwistek, Ramsey and Church.

[1.2] ramified type theory intersperses between each type an infinite hierarchy of orders, designed to avoid “circular” or impredicative definitions, which Russell, following Henri Poincaré, took to be the basis of the paradoxes. Nowadays rarely considered on account of its complication and the expressive weakness of the associated logic.

[2] In the constructive type theory of the Swedish logician Per Martin-Löf, types are classes of entities constructed logically according to various constructive principles. As with standard type theory, objects from different types are not interchangeable, but Martin-Löf takes types to be created rather than discovered.

typed
Said of any theory or representation (e.g. in logic, mathematics or computer science) that uses types. Contrasts with ‘type-free’.

uniqueness
The formal property of being the only one of its kind. Every individual is by definition unique. The term ‘unique’ is more meaningfully used of individuals which are the only ones of their kind although there might have been more than one. For example, to date, Margaret Thatcher is the unique (only) female British Prime Minister.

universal
Contrasted with particular: 

[1] For a realist, a universal is an object which may occur repeatedly in more than one place and/or time, for example having an electric charge of e– occurs again and again in each electron. In so doing it does not multiply itself, but remains one over and against its occurrences or instances. 

[2] Conceptualists and nominalists who believe there are universals but that they are dependent on minds, hold them to be general concepts or general words, applicable to more than one thing.

universal quantifier

From the use in traditional logic, meaning ‘pertaining to the whole’: propositions of the form ‘All As are Bs’ or ‘No As are Bs’, the whole of (all of) the As. Hence in predicate logic the quantifier ‘for all x’.

universe

The totality of all that exists. Often synonymous with ‘world’. Sometimes ‘universe’ is confined to the natural world, if that is a restriction. There are several ways in which the term ‘universe’ may be taken: as the name of a mereologically maximal individual, or as the plural name encompassing every object. The former makes best sense in a materialistic universe. If the latter is to have reference, it must be possible to refer to everything all in one phrase. Opponents of this idea include Frege and Russell (because of type theory). Proponents include Husserl.

world

Frequent synonym of ‘universe’, sometimes used more broadly to include non-natural objects. According to Wittgenstein, the totality of facts, not things (Die Welt ist die Gesamtheit der Tatsachen, nicht der Dinge). According to many others, the totality of things (which may or may not include facts) – die Gesamtheit der Dinge.
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